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A BRONZE AGE BURTAT, MOUND AT TSCWENNANT, NEAR LLANSILIN, DENBIGHSHIRE.
(Grid Ref: SJ 189305) : (1" Ordnance Sheet, no. 117)

The firgt interim report on this Mound was included in the Shropshire
News letter no. 16 (Octcber, 1961).  The Beaker there named as item no. 4 '
Les now been restored by the Natfionsl Museum of Weles at Cardiff', and is now
in the Local History Room of the Oswestry Borough Library. Dr. H., N. Savory,
of the National MHuseum of Wales, reports on the Beaker thus :- "The Beaker
we restored is, of course, a member of the 'A' family, and perhaps the best
parallel %o its decoration is rrovided by that on the lower portion of the
Beaker from Llannon, Carmsrthenshire (Grimes : Prehistory of Wales, p. 261,
fig. 73.7), though there is a more distent parallel on the 'CT beaker fran
Clynnog, Caernarvanshire (Theeler : Prehistoric and Roman Wales, p. 117).
This lozenge patitern is much more cammonly TFendered in a Jdifferent way with
the zigzag elements reserved and the logengic areas filled in with notched
lines, as in the 'A' Beaker from Llenelltyd, Mericmethshire {Grimes: loc. cit.
fig. 73.10) end a mumber of 'A' beskers from Gorsey Bigbury in Scmerset.
It is, however, treated in the Ysgwennant way, bit with the lines in continucus
incision rather then notched, on two 'A' Beakers from Bateman's old diggings
in Derbyshire = Bee Low and Hay Top Hill, lionsal Dale - reproduced by
Abercrcmby in Bronze Age Poitery, I, Wos. 52 and 54.  These, T should have
thought, are relatively eariy in the 'A' Beaker series, like Ysgwermant, and
notsbly lack the sharply inbent rims which=are comon at a later stage in the
eastern counties. :

During this season's excavation two jet bubtins, with V-sheped
verforations, and two Jet rings have been found surrouwnding a circle of
hardpan (about L~inches in dismeter) in which, near the top, was embedded
s flint knife. OFf the last-names Dr. Savory says - "The flint knife, with
working dewn one edge, is of the rather coarse kind fairly freguently found
with beaker burials.” ~Miss Chitty suggests that the hardpan may represent
the vemains of iron pyrites which, with the flint, would have been used for
striking fire (cf, Willism Greemwell, British Barrows, (1877 vp.266-268).

Miss Chitty's distribution map (unpublished) of jet and other bleck
objects shows this occourrence of Jet at Ysgwermant as being in isolationd ,
Dr. Savory submitted the jet cbjects to Dr. D. A. Bassett, Xeeper of Geology
in the National Museum of Wales, and says that Dr, Bessett's verbal report,
based on consuliaticn with several other geologists (at conferences, who have
special lmowledge of the Carboniferous, Yorkshire, etc. was that the rings
were undoubtably jet, probebly from the Whitby arse in Yorkshire, but that
the buttons were "not true jet as found in Whitby erea but impure, prooably
from marginal stratun between jet proper and the next 'seam'. It could be
from Yorkshire: definitely not Kimmeridge Shale or Cemnel Coal,”

Clogse to this coamplex of jet, hardpan and flint, were two stones; one
sbout six and seven-sizieenths inches long, three-quarters of an inch wide
snd three-eighths of an inch thick; and the other sbout four inches long,
five-eighths of an inch wide snd seven-sixteenths of an inch thick. Dr. Savory
considered these %o be whetstones and said that Dr. Bassett!s verbal report
on them, confirmed by colleagues, wes that they were of "Silurian silt-stone

-

such as could have been cbtained from-the immediate area of Tsgwennant."

On the other side of the camplex, but about 15-inches away, wWes &
circular patch, sbout 4-inches diameter and =2 quarter of an inch thick, of
charcoal and finely burnt bone. Its significance has still to be determined.
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The soll from the pit in which the 'A' Besker was found has been analysed
for P205, and. the result compared with the analysis of soil from outside the
pit, It was thought that if there had been in the pit an unburnt body
which hed been dissolved in the acid soil, this would be shown by an excess ef
P205 in the soil from the pit. The ansiyses showed no such excess.,

Comparisons.

(a) For the association of Jet ring, jet buttons; whetstone, flint and iron
ryrites, See Greemmell, British Barrows, (1877) pp.262-269: Barrow LXVIII,
Rudstone Parish, Esst Riding of Lorkshire. ‘

(b) For the sssociation of jet (or lignite?) ring, jet (or ilignite?) buttons,
Tlint and “dark matter® ("iron pyrites"?) see The Yorkshire Archsecdlogical
Journal, Part 121 (‘!932), Pp.36-L43: Bronze Age Burial, Inglebank Graverl Fit,
Be ton Spa, by Mary Kitson Clark.

In J.R. Mortimer, Forty Years' Resesrches in British and Saxon Burial
Mounds of East Yorkshire (1905,, thers are the following similar associations :=
¢, 1p.90~92, Barrow no. 124, Group IV; jJet ring, flints and lump of pyrites

éwith Jet stud, amber stud, flint dagger and beaker)
4] pp. 209-241, Barrow no. 37, Group XI; jet button, worked flint and lump
of pyrites (with flint dagger, stone hemmer—hesd end beaker).

In the sbove cases (a), (b), (c) and (4) a skeleton accampanied the finds.

In the @atalogue of Devizes Huseum, Part I, The Stourhead Collection,

(1896}, the following associstions are noted (the number given after the object
is the Item no, in the Catalogue) :~
(e} Jet button (85c), Kimmeridge Shale ring (85d), and whetsteone (85e): in a
Berrow neer Durrington Wells. (4.W, 172, Pl. xix).
(£} Jet button (210), et ring (178), and two slate objects (whetstones) (72):
in Winterbourne Stoke Eest, Barrow 5 {4.W, 118). '

Note: AW, = Hoare's Anclent Wilts.

W. Day,
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EXCAVATICNS AT MUCH WENLOCK, 1962.

Scme important excavations were made, with the approval of the owner
end of the Ministry of Works, at Wenlock Priory during the Summer of 1962,
These took the form of a series of *renches s dug under the auspices of the
British Archaeclogical Association by Mr. Dudley Jackson in conjunction with
Mr, Eric Fletcher, M.P., the President of the Association.

The remains of walls, consisting mainly of the lowest course of footing,
were uncovered, and the most important exposures were six ciroular baseg of two
western flanking stair turrets found near the western piers of the medieval
Crossing. These, with the triple apse found by the late Dr. Cranage in 1901,
may mark the western and eastern terminations of the eleventh century Church,
generally ascribed to Leofric, Earl of Mercia and his lady » Godiva. The
circular bases appear to relate to fwo walls which Dr. Crenage considered
marked the position of the 'pulpitum', but so far no evidence has been found
of a westward extension of the nave.

Results of the excavation to date would appear to confirm the evidence
which has recently come to light at Winchester that the scale and srchitectural
designs of Saxon builders immediately before the Norman Conguest approached,
it not exceeded, those of the Normems.

It is hoped to continue the excavations next year, with the object of
tracing the size and plan pf the still earlier Poundation of S+. Milburga in
the seventh century.
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INTRODUCING SHROPSHIRE. = A series of six talks, following those given last
year, on the History of Shropshire from medieval times to the Industrial
Revolution, will be held in the Borough Art Gallery, Cestle Gates, Shrewsbury
on alternate Tuesdays at 7.30 p.m. beginning on Januvary 8th. The speskers
will be Mr. Philip A. Barker and others.
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THE PROTON GRADIOMETER .

‘Regional G—roup no.8 of the Council for British Archaeclogy, which covers

L the West Midiands, has acquired a Proton Gradiameter which is sveilasble for use

within the Reg.lon end the Hon. Secretary, Mr. G.S. Tgylor, of Wychbury, '
5, Greenside Read, Erdington, Birminghem 2L, ms kindly supplied the Tollowing

notes for the gu:z.dance of a_chaeo ogists requesting a magnetic survey service .

with the assistance of this instrument.

The gradicmeter cannoct be used within:

(a) 100 feet of A.C. electric cebles (zbove or below ground), water mains,
gas mains, or any other pipelines, steel buildings and car ignition systems.

(b) 30 feet of telephone wires, iron or wire fences and railway l:\.nes..
(c) 5 feet of a 4rench or cu*:tz.ng, whether open or back-filled or a spoil dump.

The site should be as level as possible, f‘a:Lrly aniform glopes are
telerable, but steep uneven slopes cannot be survejed

The grourd should be clear of scrub such as thistles, heather and groving
crops if possible, or any vegetation likely to impede the movemen‘c of the ztring
grid used in the survey.

The site to be surveyed should be marked off with wocden pegs in 50 foot
squares and clearsd of any surface irom such as tin cans, skewers, etc. prior
to the arrival of the survey perty. '

Application for survey service should be made to the Hon. Secretary,
Regional Group No.8 at the sbove address, as early as possible. It will be
appreciated if the requesting socciety will be prepared to make good the
travelling expenses of the survey party. , :
(November 1962)

RECENT DISCCVERIES AND FINDS.

Mr. H.He Jones, Borough Librarisn of Oswestry, has reported on the
foliowing item recently added to the small, but rapidly growing, Museum
sectlon which is being built up in the Local Histery roan of the Oswestry
Public Library. It is a Papal Bull, the lead seal with which Papal
documents are authenticated, found ref-ently in a garden at Oswald quk
Cswestry, near King Oswald's Well. It.is the seal of Pope Gregory XI,
who ruled the See of Rame fram 1370 to 1378, the last FPope before the
great schism of 1378 to 1L47. The condition of the geal is Ffair.

Mmongst finds presented to Shrewsbury Museum recently are a Spindle
Whort found on Long Meadow, Hill Farm, Pontesford Hill and presented by the
finder, Mr. J. V. Jones, and two parts of an oval sione dish, mede from a
Silurian ncdule, with ornamentation on the rim, found close to the N.W. side
of the A.5 Roundsbout at the junciion with the Longden-¥edle Brace road,
west of Shrewsbury cemetery. This was presented by the finder, a Council
worknan, Mr. Richerd Carswell, of 14 Callow Crescent -Wfiinsterley

A curious four-handled copper oup was slso recently brought into the
Museun by Mrs. E.J. Cooke, of Harnage Farm, Cressage, having been dug up on
a Tield on the farm, Laﬂ.e of copper or bronze, it appeers to be a mortar,
verhaps used by an apothecery for mixing his materials. The Keeper of. the
Welsh Folk Iuseum says that it dates probably from the second hal? of the
17th century. Such mortars were often made with four handles in order to give
a good grip when mixing materiais with = pestle. Two of the handles were
fitted with locse metal rings, indicating that the vesgel may atf one time
have been hung on a chain, bu*‘ it is thought that these may represent a
later, not L,he original, use of the cup.

WROXETER, 1962. (Concluded from page k)
3

Below the earliest-street were the remains of substantizal timber buildings
of at least three periods. There iz thus a phase of occupation at ¥Wroxeter
which predates the street plan ss it neow appears.

Graham Webster.
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THE RAVEN SITE, SHRAWSEURY.

With the co-operation of ilessra. Laing Ltd., ‘o whom sincere thanks sre due,
observation is being kept during work. on the Raven Hotel/Woolworth's site in
Castle  Street, . Since the site mest Llie within the bovndary of the early town,
and probably‘within'?he limits of the Saxon civitas and since only . one object
{4 Saxon:shroud pin)'s datsble before the 13%h century has previou31y'be§§‘found
in Shrewsbury, it was hoped that the excavations would produce materisl Poam the

12th or earlier centuries. However, the finds so far recovered are all 13th century
or later, the bulk of the materisl being 47 =~ 19th’ century, R

This lack of easrly finds is explained by the fact that the late layers lie
directly on the natursl sznd and gravel same four feet below the Present-level
of the pavement in Castle Street. It appears, therefore, that all the early layers
have been stripped off during previcus building operations on the site. Even the
pits dug as much as six feet into the natural contained only late materisl, though
it is possible thet earlier pits may yet be discovered. The evidence from this
glte and from Barclay's Bank opposite, where the layers of natural gravel came
ur to the present road level, make it likely that the chances of finding early
occupation levels in this highest part of the town are slim, Probably the only
sealsd early levels are under the Castle motte, which mey lie om same . of the 52
houses demclished dvring the construction of *he Castle.®* -

The excavations on the Raven site cut across the lowest courses of the
rresumed 13th century Town Wall along the scarp, but revealed little new infor-
mation. The remains of a sandstone building lying at L5 degrees to the main line
of the Town Wall have been found at the N.E. corner of the site and plotted on
the site plan on which structures are being recorded as they sppear. Finds to
date include s nunber of gtamped . ang glazed floor tiles of 14th century date in
designs known elsewhere in the town, sherds of Jugs from the 43th +to 15th centuries
and much post-medieval material, some of which is described below by Lir. R. James.

An interesting Teature of the layers of natural send and gravel is that

they run upward at steep though varying angles towards the Scarp edge, where they
have been cut off, presumsbly by the river at a time when it ran under the socarp.-”*

Notes,
1. Shropshirs Archaeclogical : -
1. Shropshire Archaeological Jocarewy. frans, LIV (1951*2).
2. Domesday Book, fo. 252, a,%. ‘ -
3. Excavations on the Towm Wall, Roushill, Shrewsbury, Hedicval Archaedlogy,
Val. Vy 1961, Appendix by C.A. Sinker, 'The Geographicil and Boological
Implications'of the Exgavation', p.207. S -

P. A, Barker.

A Note on Remains from the Raven Site..

During excavations prior to the erection of the new ‘Woolworth's store
a quantity of interesting ohjects hes come to light, and by kindness of the
contractors, Messrs. Laing, have been brought to Shrewsbury Museum for
examination. They included = guantity of beef bone, mainly thigh bones,
possibly. kitchen refuse, for the Raven was an irm of some comsiderable antiguity,
dating at least from the carly 16th century. The pottery of various dates was '
very fragmentary, but it included one interesting 19th century piece = the 1id of
a china jar bearing the inscription "Genuine Bussian Bear's grease \for) the
Growth of Hair"., The 1id bears rather a charming Victorian design.

There were also pieces of medieval floor tiles and a possible pisce of
roof tile. - Also & collection of ' clay pipe fragments mede at Broseley, the majority

bearing the name of 'John Roberts' who was active c. 16371683, .
' : : - - . - " "R.E. James, -

"ROXETAER , 1967,

During the course of the Sumer Schools further attention was given to the
timber bullding of the firs+ century which preceded the stome built baths. The
plans of these timber buildings which are now beginning %o emerge show that they
are largs and cémplex, but their precise nature and the important guestion as to
whether they are civil or militery hes yet to be answered.: 4 section was cut
aoross the street which runs along the northern side of the Baths Insula. This
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A NEW TRONWORKS TN SHROPSHIRE

A new ironworks site caome recently to light at the Hurst (0.8.2%, S0.69:
£70960). It is something of a mystery, since although evidently on a very large
scale, and operated over a long period of time, nothing is known about it from
any literary source. It is not, for example, in the Fuller Mss., list of irone
works of 1747.

Tt is marked on a map of the Tilley Estate made in the early 17th
century by Samuel Parsons, now in the Forester Collection in SsR.0. although
it is not clear whether it is on land belonging to that Estate. Industrial
cottages surviving on the site, but now deserted, {eage Pool Cottages), or
incorporated in farmsteads, are evidently of mid to late 18th century date.
This suggests an active life of at least a century and a half.

There are three large dams and pools, and although the uppermost is now
drained, its dimensions are clearly visible from vegetation marks. The bottom
dam of the series is a large one, some 30 feet high at centre. Below it is an
extensive scatter of slag remaining from the operation of a furnace. A leet
runs away south below the bottom dam, and after sbout three hundred yards passes
through a scatter of brick debris which (on the analogy of the already known
New and 014 ¥illey sites) is probably the remains of a corn mill associated with
tLa works. The close resemblance between the known New and 01d Willey Furnace
sites, and this new site, both in scale and general iay-out, is one of the most
interesting features of the find.

Robin Chaplin, MoAs

THE SMITHIES FURNACE AND THE WILLIEY PARK POOLS

It now seems clear that the 3 large {and supposed ornamental) pools
running away south of %Willey Hall (0:8.2% S.0.69: 666988) are of industrial
origin, and were in fact created as resarveirs +0 Feed the Smithies Furnace,
some + mile further down the Linley Brook (0.5.2%, 8.0.63: 671981). The main
svidence is chronological. The pools are marked on Baugh's Map of 1808;
Willey Hall was not built until 1812 at very earliest. Before this the
Foresters lived in Willey 01d Hall, from which the pools are not visible. It
is unthinkable that s country gentlemen would have created such an expensive
landscape feature as this series of pools, without the compensating pleasure
of being able to view it from his windows. It is egually unlikely that such a
feature would have been creeted in preparation for & new house; most likely
that the new Willey Hall was located to take advantoge of the magnificent view
provided by the already existing pools. Moreover, if we accept these pools as
feeders for the Smithies Furncce, we have a site plan identical in all respects
with New Willey PTurnaoce, and the newly discovered Hurst Furnace; we also have
a solution to the otherwise knotty problem, of how the Smithies Furnace

- operated at all with only the poor head of water available from the Linley
Brook and the misersble little pool immediately sbove the Furnace site.

Robin Chaplin, Mo Ao

MR. FHILIP BAREKER.

¥r. Philip Barker, a member of the Council of the Shropshire Archaeological
Society was recently elected a Follow of the Society of Antiguardes in recognition
of his contributions to Archaeoclogy, and we extend to him sincere congratulations
upon this deserved honour.
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FORTHCOMING EXCAVATIONGS. v

Ixcavations at Hen Domen, Montgomery {Grid Ref. S0 214,981)

The fourth ssason's work on this motte and bailey castle site
started in Aprii and will ocontinue at week-ends throughout the Summer,
with a concentrated 'dig' from Saturday, 3 August to Saburdsy, 10 August
inclusive. Work will continue with the stripping of the north-west area
of the bailey and the excavation of the large timber-lined pit discovered
last year.

The site is one mile north~east of the town of Montgemery, to which
there are buses from Shrewsbury and Welshpool, but transport can uvsually
be provided fram Shrewsbury, leaving the Friory Boys' School, Priory Road
at 10 a.m. Volunteers are urgently required and beginners are very
welcome, and should get in touch with Mr. P. A. Barker, Church House,
Armscroft Shrewsbury (Tel. Harwood 297) A list of dates on which
digging W:Lll be done can be supplied on request.

Pontesford Hill Camp (Grid Ref. SJ 4LOS0B5)

There will be a short emerfgency excavation for the Ministry of Torks
on part of the entrance of this small hill-fort from Saturday, ist June to
Sunday, 9th June inclusive. A few volunteers will be needed and visitors
will be welcome. Applications to Mr. P. A. Barker at the above address.

Wroxeter. Work in the Wroxeter area is continuing under the directicn
of Dr. AJ7.J. Houghton, of Qal Tood, Pulverbatch, near
Shrewsbury (Tel Dorrington 221;.) from whom details can be obtained.

The ARCHARCLOGICAL NEWS-LETTER for April 4963 (volume 7 no. 9)
hag been received and it contains a number of interesting articles and
features.

There is a report by Martin Biddle on '‘Excavations at Winchester
during 4961~62'. in which a late Saxon chapel was found under the Cathedral
Car Fark, and a note on Tudor leatherwodk found on the site of No. 10
Downing Street in London, during rebuilding work at the Prime Minister's
official residence.

Mr., M. Aylwin Cotton discusses recent archaeoleogical literature in
“Reading and “riting", and the issue also contains a detailed Report of the
1962 Conference of the Frehistoric Society held in London, and of the
Archaeological Section of the World Congress of Underwater Activities,
organised by the British Sub~Agus Club in London in Qogtober 1952. There
are alsoc several notes of smaller excavations, study courses, etec.

The Anrual Report of the Council for British Archaeclogy for 1962
is also to hend, and it is well worth detailed study by people interested,
either actively or passively, in Archasclogy. The Report of Regional
Group, no. 8, which covers the Jest Midlands, including Shropshire, notes
. that field‘sm*veys and research programues are continuing.

The excavations of M¥Mr. Stanley Stanford of Fanan forts at Leintwardine,
Buston , Clifton-on~Teme and other places 1s building up a coanpletely new
picture of conditicrs in this area during the second and third centuries A.D.
The investigations aleng the line of the fatling Street west in Jouth
Shropshire are also breaking much new ground and yielding interesting results.

The aerisl survey of the West 1lidlands, being carried out by Mr. Arnocld
Baker and ¥r. Pickering is bullding up to a conplete coverage of the whole
aresa.

The Group is attempting to get a full photogravhic record of all
buildings, listed or not, threatened with demolition, and the co-operation
of the National Buildings Record end of County Planning Deparitments is being
sought in furtherance of this project. ¥uch attention has also been given
to remains of Industrial Archaeclogy in the Test Midlands area.
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REGIONAL SURVEY OF INDUSTRIAL ARCHAECLOGY.

The Council for Eritiah Archaeoleogy is becoming increasingly concerned

R at-the rate at which relics of the Industrial Revolution are disappearing,
and it is therefore spomsoring a survey of existing remains of industrial
importance, with a view to scheduling those of outstending interest, and the
recording of these which have already disappeared.

Regional Group no. 8 is organising a survey covering the whole of the
West Midlands, and it hes asked ¥r. Rcbert Sherlock, Archseclogy Officer to
the County Plarming and Develogment Deparitment of the Staffordshire County
Council to be resvonsible for co-ordinating this survey. The organisation
of the survey is to on a county basis, and the Shrewsbury Mugeum has agreed
to co~ordinate the records so far as Shropshire is concerned. Record cards
are availeble from the Curator, who will be pleased to receive offers of help
in recording general industrial remains, or those of a particular industry.

The following is a 1ist of the kind of evidence which will come under
the heading of Industrial Archaeology. The date 1850 has been set as a dead-
line, but so much materisl in Shropshire of a later dafe is either in decay or
threatensd with desfruction that it is important that it should be recorded.

MINING. Coal, copper, lead and other minerals have been extensively worked
™" in the County. Caving and Mining Chubs could do a great deal in
this Pield. The economic history is ressomably well documented, but details
are needéd of pit-heed gear still standing, pumping or winding gear still in
position, and of grinding mills and mineral railways.

TIND AND WATER HTLIS. Watermills are rapidly falling into decay, =and, apart
from a few stumps, the windmills have gome. JSome of
the waternills still have their plant, and the recording and photographing of
this is sn urgent need. Such a survey might lead to the preservation of one or
two. of the best mills.

TEXTILES. One textile will (now the Maltings, Ditheringbon, Shrewsbury, is

on the provisienal list of scheduled buildings. BSmall manufactories
existed in other toms such as Church Stretton, Oswestry and Ludlow and of
these little is known. Same of the buildings may still exist. Also important
are the cottages of workers in this and other trades, many of which have
disappeared end others may be threatened by slum-clearance orders.

POTTERIES AND GLABS-'ORES. The Broseley-Cozlport ares apart, other small
potteries existed, one near Cleobury Mortimer,
another at Vesthury, of which no details are known. The same epplies to
early glass=works, such as those at Trockwardine Wood and Cheswardine.

MACHINERY AND FLANT. In Shrewsbury one besm engine iz still working, and
notes cn the location of other machines and their
state of preservation is urgently nceded. ILocal craft workshops are going
rapidly and unless action is taken will be compledely lost. Photographs
again will be of great value in shewing the tocls in their right setting.

WOREHOUSES. Chiurch Stretton workhouse has recently been destroved.
Horda and Ovoess Fouses are now hogpitals, bub may soon go
under hospital rebullding plans.

FORGES, FURNACES, BLAST FURNACES, etc. Here again there is a falr smount

N of documentary history which needs
to be amplified through field~work and photography. The locoation of some
early forges and furnaces is coming to light after a long period, but the
site of others is still wnlnown.

THE RIVER SEVERN. There are very few existing remains of the once
flourishing river trade on the Severn. The location
of the various guays and ware-~houses and the public houses, known as 'Hug
houses' on the river-bsnk, need to he recorded, as do records of surviving
craft, such as Severn trows and barges, coracles, etc.
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SHEOPSHIRE NEWS LETTER .

Kdited by J. L. Hobbs, Shrewsbury Museum, Castle Gates, Shrewsbury.

TEE RCMAN BRIDGE AT WRCXETER.

Dr. AW.J. Houghton.

The site of the bridgehead on the left bank of the Severn oppssite Wroxeter,
together with the site of the bridge, has been determined with the help of the
Birminghsm Branch of the British Sub-~Aqua Club. Tt must be colearly realised
that without the help of these keen and willing people it would have been
impossible to discover the remains of the bridge.

1. The aporoach from the Scuth Vest. The Watling Street west, on approaching

the river bank, taked an abrupt turn
upstresm and so continues for about 140 yards. That side of the road nearest
the river is much eroded and the road itself is oomposed of a thin layer of
medium gravel on a firm clay base. In all probebility the road at this point
was often destroyed by flooding and the force of the river when in spate.

2. From the left bank of the river there extends down as far as the island
and nearly opposite the road mentioned above, a
series of stones shaped as in the accunpanying
sketch., Stone B. was very firmiy set in the
river bed, which consists of rosk and large stones.
Stone A. rested squarely upon B. Only a single
pair of stones was removed, which may be seen
A outside the Musewm on the Hinistry of Works site
' at Viroconium. There can be nc doubt that a stout
; timber wpright rested upon and was moriticed in
the top of stone A. By this means a strong trestle
bridge could be made and would be similar in style
and design to the well-known example on Trajan's
Columm, The land is Llow and offten flooded on the
right bank of the Severn, so that a stone bridge
would be impracticable and unnesesserily expensive.
Moreover the force of the river when in flood is
§' : B such that constant damage and destructlon would be
: . r a costly drain on local financial resources. A
;::":"':“f'lza-:\u, A timber bridge, on the other hand, would be far

- cheaper to maintaln and repair.

There is evidence that the river hes swung to the right since Romen times
2nd this may account for the passage to the right of the island. There may have
been no island in ancient times. Opposite the modern island on the left bank
is a large patch of alluvium beneath which the bridge base may extend to the
original edge. Here there is room for a twrning area and in all probability
there were several ways up ithe steep slope toc the town. lMore work remeins to
be done on both sides of the river. The stones found and moved by J.A. Liorris
can have no possible relationship to a bridge.(1. and 2.
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POSSIBLE EARLY DEFENCES TO VIRCQCONIUM.

A crop mark on an serial photograph taken by Mr. Arncld Baker in 1961
suggested that a line of defences ran along the southern escarpment of the valley
of the Bell brook in the eastern part of the town. Mr. R. Rogers of the Dost
Office at Wroxeter described in vivid detail how, on that line, a bank existed
until 1957 when, owing to the danger of tractors over-turning upon it, it was
bull-dozed flat. When this happened it was found to contain much stone.

In line with this merk sn excavation was commenced in the field W. of the
Norton Lene and South of the Bell breck. A natural glacisl deposit of rounded
stones was found. n tope of this a rempart may have been constructed.
Externally there was a shallow ditch 7 feet in diameter followed by a deep
ditch cut in soft sandstone, the bottom of which was 13 feet below the field
level. Canplete excavation of this ditcoh was prevented by the total collapse
of both sides of the trench.



2.

3 Work has been cpnpleted on a Ruman road which appears to be the northern
‘ continuation of I. Mgrgary's nc. 613, ARICOUIIM - Ashton (nr. Leominsﬁer}3°

No effort has yot been msde to trace this road from Berrington (Herefordshire) — >
to Ludlow, but the course then seems to be Ludlow Old St. thus passing the most
convenient- gap in the kills in that region, Broanfield Statiom, near the Race-
course., where a marching camp has been identified. Then the old direct route

to Cpibury avoiding the marshy area around Bromfield village, which appears

to have arigen in the 13th century. Asc@nding to the N.E. the road follows

high ground eventually crossing the Craven Arms - Wenlock road at Greenways

Orossl,lr af'ter which the road passes through hilly country crossing the Byne

Brock' at Strefford”°. Thereafter the road passes close to another Marching

camp at Affcot, near the Travellers Rest, where it falls into the course of the
modern road for sbout % mile. The final course is through the wood to the west

of the railway, where it has been excavated and on emergence 1t joins the

Watling Street where that road descends from the hill at ebout the point of

the present Marshbrook Lane crossing.

References.

1. MORRIS, J.A. Trans. Shrop. Arch. Soc. 4th ser. XI (1927—28), P304,

2. DYMOND, D.Pe Arch. J. CEIVIIT 196L. opp.163,159.

3« RARGARY, I.D. Roamen roads in Britadn, vol. II, fig. II, p.63.

Le Ou3. 1st editlon. Byne Brook was the Strad Brook.

5« BOWCCCK, E.W. Shropshire Place-Names, p.228, and wvide. Ekwall, E. 'The
Concise Cxford Dictionary of Inglish Flace-names, p..42%9. Strefford -
t#ord where a Roman Road c¢rogses a river.!
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INDUSTRIAL MONUMENTS.

The Council for Dritish Archaeclogy has announced, in its Annual Report
for the year ended 30th June 1963, the appointment by the Ministry of Vorks
of a Conaultant, Mr. Rex Weiles, M.I.Mech.E., F.5.A., to advise the Minister
on industrial monuments. This actiom by the Goverrnment is to a large extent
the result of pressure exerted by the Countil since 1959.

The suwrvey of industrial monuments in Shropghire is now going Corward
actively, and seversl correspondents are reporting regulexrly. The help of the
Shropshire Federation of Tomens' Institutes has been enlisted in tracing and
recording wind and water mills in the county: the West Midlands Branch of the
Railway and Canal Historicel Society is dealing with surviving remains in these
fields, and the assistance of the Shropshire Photographic Society has been
enlisted in making a photographic record, where this is deemed to be necessary.
Tn particular, surviving Work-houses and iron bridges in the county have been
listed to permit a conphrensive photographic record to he mads.

- ms wa wn v em ww

SIR JOHMY TALBOT'S CASTLE AT WHITCHURCH.

Mr. Richard Griffiths, a member of the Shropshire Archaeological Society,
and a mewber of the staff of the Ministry of Works, has recently made some
interesting discoveries in the remains of Sir John Talbot's castle, dating
from the 12th century, which stood overlocking Blakemere at Black Park near
Whitchurch. He has unesrthed from what was at one time the Castle moat a
storage Jjar, conplete but for one small fragrent, and also pottery and iron-
work dating from the 13th and 1Lth centuries. I% is hoped that these will
eventualily £find a place in the Whitechurch useum.

— ma Ee e ke e e

The Winter Courses arranged by the Extra-ilural Depariment of the
University of Bimingham during the coming Winter include a course of twelve
meetings on 'Wedieval Archasclogy' to be held in the Fublic Library at
Wellington on alfternate Thursdays.

A series of six lectures on 'Aerisal Photography' will also be held
at a suitsble venue in Shrewsbury. Further particularg of these courses
mat be cbtained from the Resident-Tutor, ¥Mr. John Pilgrim, M.A., of
Nabwood House, Heathgates, Shrewsbury. {Ten. 4727).
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EXCAVATIONS AT HEN DQMEN, MONTGQRIERY, 1%62-63.

¥r. Philip Barker, F.S.A., has produced an interim report, dated
August 1963 on the excavations which he has been carrying out at Hen Damen,
o motte and bailey castle one mile north-west of the present toen of Mont-
gomery. Copies of this Report are available from Mr. Berker at Church House,
Annscrof't, Shrewsbury. '

 Jr. Barker says that it is beginning to be clear from the evidence of
the pottery elready found, and the rowel spur {2 form introduced in the late
13C) from the middle filling of the pit, that the castle must have been in use
long after the building of the stone castie in 1223. & date much nearer to
1300 is probeble, though there seems to be no context for this small border
castle after the end of the Welsh war in 1284. We are here probebly being
wise after the event and the Telsh did, after ail, rebel in 1295/5. It is
probebly significant that the stone castle has one wealness - that its view
to the west was completely blocked by Ffriddfaldwyn, so that the original
castle may have been maintained as a forward post covering the crossing of
the Severn. :

Finds during the last two years consist mainly of a great variety of
cooking pot rims and jug fabrics. Since the layers in the bailey are shallow,
and there was cbviously frequent disturbance due to rebuilding, the sherds are
likely to spen almost the whole life of the castle, and it will be necessary
to Pind sealed early layers hefore the pottery cen be given its relative dating.
Iron cbjects include typical 12C. wavy-edged horseshoes, a mumber of arrcw heads,
part of an axe-head, fittings such as hasps and staples, keys (one of them a
barrel padlock key) and a great variety of nails. There have been few bronze
objects, but these include a fine belt buckle with plate attachment.  Among
the wooden finds from the pit ave parts of a smell shovel very similar ©o those
found in the lead mines at Shelve during the last century and now at Linley Hall.

EMERGENCY EXCAVATIONS ON THE DESERTED MEDIEVAL HAMIET

AT BRAGGINGTON (SJ 336140)

Prelim;yéry Report by P. A. Barker, F.S.A.

A rescue excavation carried out by the Shrewsbury Research Group on
earthworks at Brgggington, near Alberbury, have shown that they are the
remains of o small settlement dating from the later 13th century and abandoned
ahout the middle of the 17th century, probably a little before the building
of neerby Braggington Hall in 1675. The settlement which was roughly circular
was surrounded by a small but steeply cut ditch with aninner rempart which seems
to have been destroyed on the North East side. The complete plan of & timber-—
Pramed late Medieval house was recovered. It was rectangular, with
e partition at the Western end. It had a large sunken hearth with the remains
‘of & rectangular clay oven, with the iron nozzle of o pair of large bellows
still 4in place. The house also appears +0 have had a bay window overlocking
the superdb view of the Shropshire plain.

At the other end of the enclosurs was ah area which contained considerable
gquantities of iron slag, which must imply iron smelting in the settlement,
though this is quite unexpected, since there is apparently no ore near at hand,
and the nesrest stream is tiny and a quarter of a mile awaye

Considerable gquantities of pottery were recovered, extending the series
of +ypes in the region into post-medieval times, and soms interesting metal
finds are awsiting cleaning and examination.

The documentary evidence is yet to be cssessed, but there is evidence
of 16 Welsh tenants in 1301, and the existence of ridge and furrow round the
site suggests that enclosure may have been the cause of the hamiet's desertion.

EMERGENCY EXGAVATIONS AT PONTESFORD HILL LOWER _CANP

(87 1,09055) By P. A. Barker, F.S.4.

The Forestry Commission, in bulidozing an access road on to Pontesford
Hill, destroyed part of the entrance to the lower comp énd cut & section along
the counter scaerp of the main ditch close to the entrance which is multivallate



- - {
The ssction cut by the bulldozer exposed a layer of burnt clay and é
charceasl which clearly ran under the rampart and pre-supposed an sarlier phase.
As this exposed face was almost vertical and was collapsing, dus to weathering

a short rescue excavation was erranged by the Ministry of Works and directed

by the writer. The work was carried out by members of the Shrewsbury Ressarch
Group and othsr voluntesrs and lasted from June 1st to June the

The top of the counter scarp rampart was stripped along its length and
revealed the bases of three large post holes, the bulk of which had presumably
been weathered away. These must represent a palisade along this rampart, though
such & palisade seems to be unprecedented. :

The rompart was removed in three areas, and it was. clear that the layer
of charcoal, dark sarth and burnt clay ran underneath the whole of tha rampart
in the ares investigated. In the centre of the area this layer consisted of
two superimposed floors of packed stones, together with three pits with con-~
siderable burning in their upper layers. There were almost no finds on these
floors or in the pits. A4 few small fragments of teeth ivory were sll thet
remained of the large quantities of bones that one would expsct from such an
occupation area; there was no pottery, nor any finds of metal. However, below
this occupation layer at the South-Eastern end of the excavation (the only place
where the underlying layers were examined) was a gulley, cut in the natural
boulder clay and f£illed with soft brown clay which produced half & dozen worked
flint pletes and a large circular scraper. These flints are no* clogely
datable, but it is perhaps significant that, in spite of close search, no flints
were found in the other, cverlying, occupation levels.

Summary of Results

The excavation showed that the multivallation of the entrance of this
small camp was preceded by at least three phases of oceupation of the more or
less level col between the camp and the steep rise of Pontesford Hill proper
behind it.

This small settlement could not have been defended since it was surrounded
by rising ground on two sides. hether it preceded cccupation of the lower
camp or not remains fo be seen. The whole area deserves the most careful
oxecavation in the future, and it is therefore proposed to schedule the site %o
preserve it for this purpose.

A POST-MEDIEVAL POTTERY RESEARCH GROUP

It has been suggested that people actively engaged in the study of post-
medieval pottery, or those who are undertaking excavations which will bring them
inte contact with such material, might be interested in the formation of a group
to further its study. At a week-sna course on the subject, organised by Birminghsam
University Extro-Murdl Department in May, it became obvious that any serious study
of the subject must be formally organised and the proposal is thersefore as follows.,

The post-medieval period for this purpose will be taken to include the
ceramics which were in existence ec. 1500 4.D. down +o non-poreellanic wares of
Co 1750 4.D. The ceramics will inelude all those manufectured in Britain for use
at homs and abroad and all imports to this country. Proposed topies for study
will include the methods of manufacture and relsted techniques, the trade of
pottery and documentary evidence relating to these subjects. ‘

Enter-group communication will be through the medium of 2 broadsheet by
which means news of activities and details of progress and problens can be made
known. Some form of subscription will have %o be made to cover the cost of
postage and duplicating. The cost will depend on the number of persons who
Join, but it will probably not exceed 5/- a yeare

It is hoped that the activities of the group will be launched at & week-
end meeting to be held at the City Museum, Bristol, starting at 2.30 p.m. on the
16th end ending about 5.00 pom. 47th November, 1963.

One of the immediate tasks of +the group will be to form a register of
kiln sites with relevant dates. Tt is hoped also that = collection of type
examples from kiln sites and general groups from various areas will be collected
and be available for comparison. :

Those interested please contact K. J. Barton, Esq., 6 Hertford Rd., Worthing, Sussex-
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We7 SRYN AMVLOG OCASTLE,NEWCASTLE, CLUN .

X

On Baturday, 28th September, the Shropshive Archaeoclogioal Society made
an Excursicn to Bryn Amwlog Castle, by kind invitatiom of Mr. Hartley P. Davies,
who also entertained members to tesa at the nearby Anchor Inn. The site is at
present being excavated by members of the Cewbrian Archasological Association
under ¥r. Leslie Alcock and the following preliminary report on the excavations
was distributed to members. '

Castell Bryn Amlwg (Cefn Vron Ceastle) (SO 1678L6) stands at the western
limit of the medieval lordship of Clun, overlooking a Junction of two streams which
form the boundaries of Eerry, llaelienydd and Clun, and camanding an offshoct of
the Kerry ridgeway. Tt has leng been regarded as an esrtlwork cagtle; but
recently it has become apparent that there were =zlso magonry structures, :
including a gate tower of XTTITtnh century type. In August 1963 a small excavation
wes carried out, with the intention (a) of establishing in outline the plan of
the masonry castle and (b, of examining the relations of the stone cagtle with
the supposed earthen castle. '

In the event, six structural phases were determined, Although no pottery
or coins were found to assist in dating, approximate dates can be assigned to
these structural phases by analogy with other sites. ‘ _

Thase 1.: early XIIth century. A ditch was dug and a bank thrown up round
an isclated knoll to form an oval ringwork about 125 ft. x 50 £+, internally,
with a bank 12 £4 or more wide. The bank was doubtless supplemented by a timber
palisade and gate, and perhsps = defensive tower of wood.

Fhese 2 : late XIT th century. 4 circular stone keep, 21 £t internal diameter,
Wwith walls 8 £t thick, was built af the south end of the ringwork, where it may
have overlocked a gateway. (of. Ogmore and Coity . .

Phase 3.: a stone revetment or curtain was added to the front of the ring-bank,
and butted against the keep. As found, the curtain was not more than & ft. § ins.
wide, and battered above a scusre piinth. There was a latrine-chute in the
thickness of the curtain where it bhtied against the keep. Since the masonry
and mortar of the curtain resemble +hose of the keep, Phases 2 and 3 may represent
successive works in a single scheme.

Fhese L4.: . early XITITth sentury.

Two D-shared towers were added 4o the curtain on the east and west.

Phase 5. early-mid XTIITth century. A twin~towered gatewsy was added on the
north, facing the easiest apprroach to the castie. An entrance passage, 6 ft. 6 ins
wide by 30 feet deep was flanked by two round fronted towers, each 20 feet wide
externally, their frots projecting for more than a semi-circle., The guard-rooms
were ente .red fran the passags. The front of +he passage hzd been ncbbed below
the road level, and all traces of door and rortcullis arrangements had gone;
but it is certain that there were no docr~Jjembs or porteullis at the rear of the
peszage. There was a latrine-chute in the wall of the western tomer near its
Junction with the curtain. ' ‘

Phase €. : mid-late XITIth century. After a major collapse, the gate-tower
was largely rebuilt on its original lines.

There are no certain historical references to this cagstle, but its position
and long structural history sugges+t that it was an outpost or border castle of
the Clun lordship, akin to the border casties of Yortais, Morgralg and Penller
in Glamorgen. It is possible that thisz part of Clun Forest had been granted to
Lhmaynapamﬁﬂﬁm and thal this was the site of the Castle which he was ‘
runcured to be building in 1274. Phase £ might well it this reference.

Because of the very limited exbtent of the excavations, the absence of pottery
has no chronological significance: but it may reinforee the idea that this was
a2 border castle which had very Little residential occupation.

It was pointed out to members of the Society that, as a result of work
which has becn done since the above Report was prepared the dates for the various
phases may be advanced by sbout half a century.
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EXCAVATIONS AT BLAKFITRE CASTLE, VHITCHURCH ( ST 560425).

By Richard ¥. Griffiths.

ALl that now remains of Blakemere Castle 1s a grassy mound on the south
side of the mere. There is 2 moat on two sides and a stream on the 8.7, side,
which was probsbly the source of water for the moat. The N.W. side slopes down
to the water's edge (Biskemere). '

The castle was first occupied by the Le-Strange family in. the early 12th
century.  Hobert Le-Strange (whose wife was Akitnore, one of the four sisters
and co~heirs of Tillism de Blandmiﬁster) died in 1288. The Taikot femily who
originated in Bedfordshire, where the name Richard Talbot appeared in the
Domesday Book as holder of nine hides in Bedfordshire under Walter Giffard,
merried into the Le-Strange family when Richard Talbot married the heiress of
the Le-Stranges.

The great John Talbot was born at Elekemere in 4373, and he became cne of
Shropshire's greatest heroes in the war with Franes., He met his death at the
Battle of Cartillion (Bordeaux, 1453 ), when he faced 20,000 Frenchmen with an army
of only 6,000 men. = Although he was shot through the thigh, the same shot Killing
his horse, -he =%ill continued +o flght and the gallant men of Vhitchurch rallied
round thelr great leader. The battls was a vietory for the French when the great
Talbot met his death as the result of g blow from a battle~sxe. As he lay dying
on the battlefisld, he requested that his heart be embslmed, placed in a silver
casket, and buried beneath the porch of St. Alkmmd's church, Whitchurch in order

that the successors of his "men of "hitchurch® should remember this gallant man.

The Talbots sold Blakemere in 1590 and moved to Egerton Hell. In 1650,
'Blakemere Manor' was the most impoortant house in the district but in 1695
it was stated that "it is almos% quite ruined”. It probably suffered at the
time of the Civil Var, when many of our castles anmd mancrs were wantonly
destroyed. -

I started the excavations with the help of lir. G. Ellis, History laster
at the Modern School. The top of the mound had already been dug into by
'treasure seekerst!. The object of my dig was to reveal the original depth of
the moat, and the texture of the mound. T put = section down through the moat
on the south-east side: it was 32 feet tong, 3 feet wide and started . feet fram
the top of the mound, going through the ditch and up %o the natural level of
the field. ' ' ' :
LATER 1. This was a grey Lloam containing evidence of Viectorian and later picnics.
LAYER 2. This was a destruction level of +he early 18th century. There was much
evidence of burning amengst the rubbish. There is a rumour that "hitchurch church
was rebuilt using the blocks of sandstone from this site (1744=14.. TFrom infor-
mation given to me by liiss M.C. Hill, the County Archivist, it is quite possible
that some may have come from here. She says : "A churchwardens' account for 1743
shews several payments For cerrisge of stone, but dees not say where it came from;
sane at least was supplied by ome John Griffiths.” Some of the sandstone blocks
in the stream on the SV side are in a remarksble state of vreservation even after
a period of 250 years. ‘ '

LAYER 3. This appeared to be a pericd of . rebuilding and cleaning probebly after
the Talbots had sold the house in 4590. The moat was clesmed out and two retaining
walls were built, The bottom vwall was in a trench dug into laver L. The pottery
in this layer is of the 14th century, and I found two buckles, one of iron, the
other of brass or bronze, =nd two pieces of copper binding. There was an abundence
of nails and metal objects of all types, and I also found some Tudor bricks in the
bottom of the moat. ‘
Layer l. This wes a very dark layer with burning in the base of +he moat and
containing pottery of the early 415th century. '
Layer 5. A sandy c¢lay layer with burning in the base of the moat and containing
pottery of the early 15th century. ‘
Lay er 6. In the base @ the moat necer the side of the mound and of a derk, sandy
nature. Finds included the pewter plate, and a variety of pottery, probably eariy
15th century. - -
Layer 7. This is the green silt with vegetation layer. In the base of the most
I found a plank of wood, probably used in the construction of the building in the
early 13C. Another object was a pottery weather-vane 7 in the gshape of a bird?
dating from the late 13C or early 1.0. In the very bottom of the ditch I found =
prehistoric axe-head. ALl the pottery and finds are being identified and olassified
end there will be a further Report later.




NOTES ON A STONE AXE FOUND AT STOCKTONGATE, CHIRBURY,'WEST SHRDDSHIRE

By Llly . Chltty, 0.B.E., M.h., F.B.A.,

On the jrd-of June 1963, a stone axe was found at Stocktongate, in
Chirbury perish, West Shropshire, by lMr. Charles Crowe, of Montgomery.
The discovery was reported by the Borough Surveyor of Mentgomery, Mr. H. J
Slaigh to Mr. J.DWE. Lloyd, F.S8.A., who kindly forwarded the axe to me
for exemination, pending further enquiries. On June 15th, Mr. Eric
Harrison, F.5.A.; kindiy took me to see the site, which was pointed out
by Mr. Albert Lewls, of Parker's Tenement, Marton-in-Chirbury, who happened
to be passing; without his help it would have been almost hopeless to have
located the spot through the thick herbage along the south side of the road.

THE SITE. The neme 'STOCKIONGATE' (6" 0.S. Shropshire Sheet XLVII NW.,
 South of centrs; 1" no. 117,(Welshpool) 274013 SE corner)
was given to a former toll-house &t the lowest point (B.M. 313.5) between
Marton and Stockton-in-Chirbury on the road branchlng from the main Shrews-
buby-Hontgomery road sbove Aylesford Bridge and £ mile Bast of the
Montgomeryshire border. Here the road runs close to the Aylesford Brook
which was traversed by an o0ld cross-rosd from Stocktonwood to Wotherton
through a ford and by a footbridge. 50 yards west of this crossing,
a streamlet draining the field north of the present road is carried under-
neath it by a culvert and descends south to the brook through an alder thicket.
It was in cleaning out this ditch south of the road that Mr. Crowe made his
discovery: I am grateful to quote the c¢lear account which he gave subsequently
to Mr. Sleigh.

The plece where the axe was found is in a watercourse. It was at a
depth of 4! 6" bedded in clay and was unearthed by the excavator. There
was a depth of zbout 3' 6" of mud, sand and grevel with solid clay beélow and
it was one foot down in the clay. HMr. Crowe had excavated this ditch three
years ago to a depth of 3' 6", which would account for the mud, sand and
gravel emcavated thig time. On the present occasion he sxcavated to a depth
of 5' O" and is sure that the clay under the old ditch had been undisturbed
for a very long time; 1t was quite so0lid and the axe was firmly embedded in
the side of the trench. It is reasonable to assume that the axe~head was
dropped in a small hollow of boggy ground, a natural occurrence before the
ditch was cut, and graduslly worked down by its weight.

Mr. Crowe is to be heartily congratulated on his'qareful'observation .
and record, as well as on his recognition of the importance of this interesting
al'tifact .

The aylesford brook flows on SW for just over % mile to join the River
Camlad, a tributary of the Upper Severn, at Stockbon Mill., The second field
SW .of Stocktongate rises high above the brock and contains the site of an old
Gravel Pit {noted on 6" 0.S. map), indicating dry ground suitable for settle-
ment by early man within easy reach of wood and water., It might be worthwhile
to examine the surface after ploughing for signs of habltatlon g.g. flint
implements end potsherds. ' :

THE TMPLEMENT. The Stocktongste exe is a finely-preserved specimen of small-
medium size, with smooth grey surface showing remeins of polish, mainly on one
- face which is curiocusly mottled; the form is slightly asymmetrical. ' The
implement is 119 mm long (4.6"), 58 mm (2i3") at its greatest breadth above the
edge, which is b4 mm wide, sharp and slightly oblique; the buit is thHin and
nerrow, 271 mm wide; both butt and edge are lightly chipped and show 51gns of
use: the maximum thickness is 31 mm (11“) below the centrs. The sides have been
worked down in broad (6 mm.)} smooth facets, sharply squared off towards the butt.
The faces are ground in wide secondary facets down to the blade. 4 small nick
taken out of one face by the spade of the finder shows a conchoidal fracture.
The weight of the gxe is 40 o=z.

MATERTAL, Professor ¥.R., Shotton, F.R.S. Department of Geolegy in the University
of Birmingham, reports as follows: The axe from Stocktongate (Sh 45/c) is made
of the epidotized andesitic ash of our Pstrological Group VI, which means that

1t was manufactured in the Grsat lLangdale area of the Lake District This is

of great interest in relation to the diffusion of such axes from their source

to our Borderland.
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SIGNIFICANCE. - This is the first solid stone axe (“celt™) to be recorded

fron the extensive parish of Chirbury'* but the general
distribution pattern suggests that it was connected with traffio carried on
in late Neolothic times {perhaps upwards of 4,000 years ago) along the Welsh
Marches from the mouth of the Clwyd scross to the Dee and over the hills by the
Oswestry Region to the Montgomeryshire sector of the river Severn. Tt was
Probebly by this route that axes from the Lake District {Group VI, Great -
Langdale rock) reached the Camlad~Cnny country (Sh 13/c, Brompton Hall; "'Aq
Sh 16/c, Lodge Farm Lydham, both in Shrewsbury HMuseum); and an axe of rook E
from the Lleyn periinsular (Croup XXT, Nynydd Rhiw) has been found at Chusehstoks.’
Evidence for settlement by Neolithio folk long preceding the Iron Age. hill-fort
on Ffridd Faldwyn above liontgomery was published in Archaeologia Cambrensis,
1942, ¥p.9,21,33,51-53, Pig.13; and an axe-head of sitered mudstone 18 recorded
in PuPeB., 1951, pu1ld, no. 248 {(Wational luseum of Wales, Cardiff ).

Shropshire is much indebted +to Mre JD.K. Lioyd for the record of the
Stocktongate axe and for its presentation to Shrewsbury Museum.

- NOTES . 1« But perforated stcne axe-hammers dating from the Bronze Age
have been preserved, though without history, in two Chirbury farm~houses
flanking the Camlad valiey at the northern end of Marringtcn Dingle; a
fine large example of Group XIT Hyssingtom picrite was kept till recently
at Hockleton (sh 52/ah) eand one that proved to be of Group ¥ITI Freselite
was found in a box brought doen from Rockybank Farm when the Davies family

- moved house (Sh &1/ah, Shrewsbury Museum). Publication pending.:
2. C.H. Houlder, Proc. Prehist. Soo. 1961. List p.142, no. 7; since

bresented by thé finder fo +he National Huseum of Wales, no. 59.153.
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COUNCIL FOR BRITISH ARCHAECLOGY - ANNUAL, REFCRT.

The Annual Report of the Council for British Archeeclogy for the period
ended 30th June 1963 has recently besn published and may be seen in the Reference
Department of the Shrewsbury Borough Library.

The section of the Report dealing with the activities of Regional Group
no. 8, which includes Shropshire, states that the work of the Group during the
past year has been largely concerned with Industrisal Archaeclogy and the very
urgent problem of the preservation of listed buildings. The progressg of the
West liidland survey of the relics of the Industrial Revolution is expacted to
improve following the sppointment of Hr. Robin Sherlock, Archaeologioal Assistant
to the Staffordshire County Flamning Department, as co~ordinating officer for
this Region. Shrewsbury usewn has agreed to act as a clearing house for the
record cards sent in by fieldworkers appointed by local societies. Thesme will
be completed in duplicate and one copy- will be retained by the Nuseum and +he other
forwarded to the main depository at Stafford. -

Group VIII has for some time been very concerned sbout the incoauplate
nature of the statutory lists for buildings of historic importance in the West
Midlands. There are still meny mndreds of buildings which are merely on
provisicnal lists and which thus have no rrotection whatsocever. A camplete
Survey of the West 1fidlands has been made, with the co~operation of the County
flanning Officers, and the results were so alarming that reprementation has been
mede to an MP. requesting him to ask the iinister of Houging and Local Govermment
to explain the delay in the completion of the statutory lists. Negotiations are
s8till in progress.

Hany hundred photographs, taken from the air by Hr. Arncld Baker and ifr.
John Pickering, of the valleys of the Avon and Severn, have revealed an
astonishing record of crop-mark sites and investigation of these is ngvt being
co-crdinated on a regional basis. '

On the subject of the study of Implement Petrology, Frofeazsor FJW.
Shotton of the Universi"ty of Birminghem, states that he has continued the
routine examination and classification of 'such implements in the TWest ¥idlends
as have been brought to his attention, pending the campletion of the West
jildlends report for publication.
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CFFA  ANTIQUARTAN SOCIETY , OSWESTRY.

Oopper / Bronze Age Burisl ilound at Ysgwennant, nr. Llangillin, co. Denbigh.
(Grid Ref: SJ 189305; 4" Ordnamce Sheet no. 117

Interim reports o this MHound have been included in the Shropshire News
Letier no. 16 of CQctober 1961 and nc. 21 of January 1956%3. This is stiil more work
to be done on the Mound, but the following is the result of the excavations during
the 1963 season. The pit in which the jet cbjects, etc. were found had only been
partially explored in 1962, and the rest of it was excavated in 1963. In this
gecond half of the pit were found :-

(a) Sherds canprising about half of a beaker. The sherds were found together,
but lying flat, and were at about the same level as the jet objects.

(b} = flint flake knife near (a,.

{¢} various pockets of charcoal.

The beaker (a; has been reconstructed at the National Iluseum of Yales,
Cardiff, where it is now undergoing the final touches. Afterwards it will be
housed in the Local History Room of the Cswestry Borough Library. Dr. H.N.
Savory, ¥eeper of the Department of Archasclogy at the National Museum of "ales,
who has very kindly examined all the finds, reports thus on the beaker:

"The beaker... is & well-proportioned example of the 'A! (long—necked} type,
7% ins. high, 5% ins. in diemeter at the rim and L ins in dismeter at the maimum
girth... The decoration is notched throughout... There is no ologe parallel (to
the decoration} in Wales... It 1s about the same date s the 'A' Beaker previously
found at Ysgwennant, that is Copper Age, c. 1800 = 160C BC.

The pit in which the bealter and Jet objects were found was gbout six feet
below the present ground level at its lowest and sbout four feet below at its top
(ice. it had been cut asbout two feet into the ‘natural'}. At a level about two feet
sbove the top of the pit {(but to the side of the pit} were scatters of sherds, eto.
which sesmed to be comnected with the two hearths at about that level. Of these
sherds Dr. Savory says: ’

(d) Some are part of a iarge Deaker of class '4' (Llong-necked; or 'C' (short-
necked), The decomation comsists of notched lines throughout but the "arrangement
of the decoration doss not relate particuarly to the 'A' beakers with bar-chevron,
multiple lozenge or saltire patierns litherto kmown fron Wales, and might fit in
with a 'C! beaker rather like the one from Dlyanog, Csernarvonshire. (Arch. Camb.
1910, pp.399 ff.) o

(e; Many sherds came from a large urn of the Enlarged Food-vessel type; but
®they represent only a small part of the vessel, and are commected either with a
burial which has been disturbed or a ritusl removal of soil from elsewhere. The
Urn was evidently -of the unusual North Tales varilety, derived fram Food-vessels of’
Type 2 in which the shoulder-groove has been multiplied to produce continuous
horizontal corrugation between the rim and the shoulder. The local parallels are
the lost urn from Hillburg, Wrexham, and the urn from Carnedd Howell, Llandegai
(Caern.; in the Pitt-Rivers Museum, Oxford {Pulietin of the Board of Celtic Studies,
IVTT {1956-8), 205, nos. 47 and B41, figs. 3.2. and 6.1  The ware is coarse and
gritty but well=fired: the flat~topped outwardly projecting rim is unzsual. .. ®

(r) One other sherd"appears to be from another Enlarged Food-vessel... which
appesrs tp have multiple furrowing above the shoulder with vertical fingsr-nail
impressions in rows betwsen the ridges.™

(g} Three sherds "seem to be from a fairly large urn or other vessel distinct
frem the two just described... the faebric... resembiing that of sane large cinerary
urns and same Neolithic 'B' (Teterborough) ware., The decoration consists of at
least twe horizontal friezes of loops, closelt sited, made by deeply impressing a
loop of whipped cord.” Dr. Savory cites exsmples from Russia of this decoration
technique, but says " there appears to be no example of it among the Neolithic 'B!
pottery hitherto recorded from Wales,” neither is there "any example of it on any
recorded cinerary urn from Wales. t seems bes®, in view of the Heciithic 'B!



Ze

sherds already reported from Ysgwennant, to conclude that one sherd in
particular comes fran a Peterborough bowl.”

At the edge of this scatter of sherds, which occurred about two feet above” ),
the level of the top of the pit, were found two small pieces of flint. o
Tn addition to item (a), the itens (b), (&;, (e),(f), and (g) have been
aocessioned as donations by the Offa Antiguarian Society to the Nationel luseum
of Wales, but are to be dsposited in the Cswestry Borough Library o permanent
1oan.
W. DAY.
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THE ROMAY BRIDGE AT WROXETER.

Further investigations by Agun Divers has revealed the presence of
z shingle bar sbout three to four feet wide and four to six feet upstream of
the bridge line described in the last iasue of this News-~letter.

AW T. Houghten.

ROAD WIDENING AT WREIETER.

This has occurred on the Shrewsbury to Ironbridge road at the place where
the western ramparts of Viroconium have been cut through by the existing road.
An immer clay benk wes seen into which, at some later date, a wall had Deen
built. The stone footings were seen to be sbout six feet thick. External fo
this wag a ditch about 11 feet wide. Thisg, in its turn was overlaid by another
bank, the cuter edge of which slcoped towards the Bell Brock which is very marshy
at this point and would have gerved well ag a defensive ditch. Sealed in this
bank wes an AS of Dmitien and a small hearth near which two small dumps of
pottery were found dating from the end of the first century AD.
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INSURANCE FCR EXCAVATORS.

The Shropshire Archaesclogical Scciety has taken out an insurance policy
which covers various eventuslities, but the premiums which would be necessary
to provide ccmprehensive cover for all accidents on archasological sites have
been found on engwiry to be pro hikitively costly. It is therefore in the
interest of amyone working on srchaeological sites In Shropshire to arrange
his or her own insurance cover. The Honorary Treasurer, Miss Joan Wood, of
Ivy Cottage, Condover has made several enguiries, as a result of which the
Copeley-"illiams, Welpole Insurance Group of London is prepared to allow a 10%
reduction on such policles to menbers of the Society.

Directors of excavatims, schocl-mesters and any other persons undertaking
excavatioms with assistance are urged to notify the Hon. Seerstary of the
Shropshire Archeeclogical Society (Mr. H. Beaumont, Silverdale, Severn Bank,
ShrGWSbury} since otherwise no responsibility under the Society's Insurance
Policy cen be accepted. Those in charge of excavations are also remindsd
that, where the services of young children are used in sny capacity, the
written consent of parents should first be obtained. '

PUBLIC LECTURE. -

The Birmingham University Department of Bxtra-iMursl Studles has arranged
a Public Lecture on "The Cult of Mithras and its Temples™ to be given by ir.
Charles Deniels, M.A., Assistent Keeper of the Museun of Antiquities in the
University of Newcastle, in the Art Gallery, Castle Gates, Shrewsbury on the
evening of Friday, 21st February at 7.30 p.i.

N1, Daniels hos travelled in meny countries in search of iHithraie
temples, cnd has made a series of excellent slides of excavations illustrating
the Mithraic cult, which he will use to illustrate his lectures.




A MOATED SITE nT ACT(IT BURNFLL By PHILTP BARIER.

This squere moated site has now been levelled. The levelling process
was watched on behalf of the Ministry of Works and a covered drain of slabs
of limestone, running from the centre of the enclosure and discharging into
the moat was found, together with the rough foundations of a drystone wall
aiong the sastern edge of the enclosure.

There were very few small finds. A number of fragnents of pottery
of the {2th and 13th centuries type and a few glazed roof tiles represent
the only dateable materiai, and suggest that the sife was occupied during
this pericd, though no stt*theS or other evidence of structures were
revealed.

The mogt important find was the remains of the foundations of the
timber bridge which had spammed the moat, These consisted of four large beams
half~lapped into one another to form a rectangular foundatlion, in which the
stumps of the uprights and braces weare still preserved tc a nelghu of some
eighteen inches. The whole of this sub-structure wes removed and is riow in
Shrewsbury Musewa awaiting trealment.
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STORE-ON-TERY CASTLE By Philip Barker. Sk LT 7

The ovmer of this site st Stoke-on~Tern cut a large trench through it
from north-west te south-east for drainage purposeés. The trench showed that
the enclosure had been enlarged towards the north-west, and the interior
raised some two feet. A buried ditch of the original site contained a great
quantity of preserved organic material in its lower layers. There were the
remaing of a magsive dry-stone wall of sandstone blocks resting on the original
ground surface near the southerm end of the trench. There were no dateable
finds.
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NOTES CW A STONE FESTLE FOUND TN THE RIVER SEVIIN EILOT FORD,

Ches RS ro T 2 il - ey < A
By Miss Lily I. Chitty, O0.B.E., Hon. LA, (ﬁales)i PeSehe

While bathin: in the Severm below Ford, West Shropshire, on 11th June,
1963, David Yeanans, of Ford, a pupil at Fontesbury County Secondary School,
discovered a remerkably lovgze stone pestle in the bed of the river: it lay
sbout midstream (then some six feet deep) a short distance above the confluence
of the Ford brook,west of the bylets in the bend of the Severn opposite Hontford
and one~third of a mile above the cold ford, which was at the 3.E. end of the
long igiand. The find spot has now béen mapped on &' 0.3, Shropshire Sheet
OOTT NBE.9 scuth of the "We' of Telr Parm, iMontford; 1™ 0.8. 118/ 418145
the parish boundaries of Ford to 8. and Kontfcrq to . of the river herec ncet
in the middle of the Sewern.

‘ David showed his find to lr. V. Gray, Second Haster of Pontesbury Schocol,
who kindly brought it to me for & report before its presentation to Shrewsbury
Museun.  The Implement 15 mede from an almost cylindrical stone rodg
smewhat bowed; it is 13 inches long {350 ma.) with a well~defined shallou~
daned pestle face, 1.8 x 1.7 inches dismeter (45 x 12 mm. } end a conical butt,
slightly obliqgue. The middle aress of both faces have been rubbed doum;
the sides are rounded. There is a gocd hand-grip with a flattened space
for the fingers directly sbove the eentzre of the tool. The cross-section of
mizch of the body is a slightly flattened oval behind the almost circular
pestle=-end and it again approaches a circular form towards the butt {diam.

19 1 Lmd) which has been ground down and subsequently chipped on one side
(perhaps by a recent blow). Both pestle-face and butt appsar to have been
used: the rinm of the pestle-dame is highly polished: a flake 1% ins. long

has been splintered off up the body from one edge of this face and shows
transverse striaticns. The colour of the implement is very dark grey, almost
black at the ends, with a lustrous surface, con31derably pocked and

shoving some unworked flake~zcars. The Welgﬁt is 2% ibs.
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The specimen was sukmitted to Professor F. W, Shotton, FeR.S., for
petroiogical examinatien in the Department of Geclogy of the University of
Birminghsm and his Report is appended: -

o

8h /o, from River Sewern, Ford, Shropshire.

"This pestle is a most peculiar object. At first glance ome

werders whether it could be a casting for there is what looks like a
mould junction ruming alomg its length. Tortunately, where & small
flske hes been chipped off, it cen be seen that this line is made By a
thin resistant vein that rums through the rock. & find it very difficult
to decide whether the aylinder is natural as the restlt of most unusuel
wear by water, or whether it has besn deliberately shaped. It looks
rather as though it had been pecked into 1ts present shepe, bit it is
notable that the whole surface is polished by natural erosion, whereas

the end which is clearly sheped artificially does not shov this polish.

Tetrologically, the rock is difficult to define, but I think it can
be best described as a greywacke-type siltstone. It prcbebly comes from
one of the greywacke horizons which occur in the gilurisn of the 7elsh
Borderland, west of the limestone development. Wide as is this location,
the provenance becomes even vaguer when 1t is reslised that the parent

rock might have beea a glacial erratic.®
L § B

AN EXPANDING STCNE BATTLE-AYE FRQM THE HELDRD, NEAR TREWERN,

Preliminary note by Hiss L.F. Chitty.

In 1957 Robert Hilditch, & pupil at Gnosall Secondary Hodern School,
brought to his History Master, Mr. J.H. Simpson, a smell perforated stone
axe-hermer with expanding ends, found long before near the Welsh border
where Shropshire meets Montgomeryshire in the Breidden gap. The boy said
it was dug up by his grandfather in 1911 on "Eldry Parm, Trewern, near Felshpodl ™.
Robert's father, Mr, Walter Hilditch, now living at Norbury, Staffs. confirmed
that the axe was found by his father, the late Mr. George Hilditch, when he
was digging a hole for a post on 'The Heldre'! Farm: the £ind spot was two
figlds away behind the farm-house. Although the farm is on the Welsh side of
the border, the find-spot, perhaps merked by.one of the gateposts in the N.W.
corner of Ten Acres field at its lower end (Grid Ref. 148/255108) lies in
Shropshire, and we may accept gratefully the generous offer of Mr. Walter
Hilditch end Robert to present their trezsure to Shrewsbury Museur.

The implement proves to be of Group XLI Piorite and is a small varient
of the "Snowshill battle~axme™, ome of our finest products of the British Bronze
Age, which was made at our Eyssington Picrite centre and exported widely,
resching southern England at a tine when inumation was still the normal burial
© pite smong chieftains of the Wesgex culture and Stonehenge IIT was being ereoted
on Salisbury Plain; its date may be sround 1500 B.D. {See Proc, Frehlst. Soc.,
1981, 127, 159~167; further publication peﬁdﬁ_ng,) ?
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FORTHOOMING EVBNTS.

The Depariment of Twtra~iiurel Studies of the Tniversity of Birminghem
has again arranged an Anmual Week-end Conference of Archaeologicel Research
Groups and Societies to be held at the Regent Hotel, Leamington Spa fran
the 29th of Pebrusry to 1st of March. It will take the foxrm of reports on
excavations and Field work undertaken during 1963 by various archasglogical
orgenisations in the West Midlands, but the programme is extremely Flexible.
The Conference will be cpen to resident students for which the chargs at the
Regent Botel is £3..1is. and Lo non-resgidents.

The Depsriment hos alsc issued a brochure outlining its Archasology
Courses for 1964, snd copies ere aveilable from the Director of Bxtra-ifural
Studies, and at vericus local libraries and rmseums. The courges thig year
include one on Industrisl Archaeology (August 29 -~ September 5} Surveying
for the Archaeologist { August 29 - September 5); the archaeclogical inter—
pretation of Aerial Photographs (FPebruary 21st -2%rd) and an unusual course
on Safety and Tirst ALd on Bxcavations (20th - 22nd March).
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4 ROMAN WMARCHING - CAMP AT DUNCOT, NEAR VROXETER

From the beginning of this year work has taken place at Duncot farm
(Grid Bef: 87 5771417), north-east of Atcham, where last year Mr. Arnold
Beker discovered & Roman fort with double ditches during the course of an
aerial survey. By kind permission of the farmer, Mr. Re. C. Griffiths,
trenches were put transversely across the ditches at three sites as
indicated in the sketch. As appeared likely from an examination of the
serial photograph, two shallow ditches were found with the remeins of =&
turf bank beiween them. The greater part of this bank had been pushed
back into the inner of the two ditches.

Mr. Geoffrey Taylor kindly brought a magnetometer, and a survey was
made of approximately 2,500 square yards of the N.E. corner of the campe
Only vague differences were noted and excavation revealed nothing of -
special significance other than the trodden surface ncted previously. Mr.
T« Ewart, using a mine detector, found & large Romen nail within the camp
area, which suggests the possibility that timber buildings had been present.

Dr. A. W. J. Houghton.

ISR s vy ;
S M kA LA L T \ \iz »
= h o TOP SOTL o=
R -n‘.....-—--——-""""“"““_"“""'“"—'.'""“"-u.
R R TURF ok 2 LT e RN
L™ - TTTwm o T - L e, Trodden
e, D g e ~F mupvEs * ST rfaoe
S e . L
A T R T g T e
S '”‘_:\ . Ny & K _,Er";,*t P /--:‘__._.__._f_,..«-f“— y
~— Helf inch = one foot T, Ty AT

Quter ditch

_ . - et e - N .
"l L * R
S o et
o
£ py g W -~ -~
A ROMAN PMARCHING - CAPFP - | )
" -5 s % y - Sy I:‘ ﬁ—"‘
NELAR WHROGXETER ST WO ~
1 - A nA g -
;‘_’______,..»-r"‘ *ﬁ‘x : vy W MM—“’/ e -
. o - ) !I v ’f ,/’ _,.---'_,_..-a-' . M/,.—/\\
4 : .;”;s e \
% P T e, e
| " o T~ <e ¥
| T e ' e
o - e S st :“.'::;N‘::"-::rj:-‘*ww' ’""—"’;"_’::':'ﬁr.zg-WFaﬂ": :

EEVTITR ——
R s e

R T e e e S
R Ly ey e T LTI Py
"
/
7 :
SCAHALE iInv FEET
IR0 20 e $0€ S 90 coeo
b et e b ions

£ et




CAUGHLEY POTTERY SITE.

The site of the 18 - {9+h century porcelain works at Caughley,
near Broseley, Salep hos been exsmined, It will be recalled that this
camporatively large factorny manufactured o fine quallity porcelain freom
about 1750 to 1819 when the business was accuired by the Coolyort concern.
Upen cast oloy working is in progress nearby, but the provrietors are well
awere of the importance snd interest of ‘the site which before long they
must destroy, and they hove given all facilities for exanination and
excavation of the remaing of whot appears to be a "bottle" type of kiln
situated near the rwing of the OLd' Overseer's cottage. An interesting
collectim of sherds has already been collected, it is propesed to
camernce excavations in cbout three wesks! time and volumieers should get
in touch with Dr. A.W... Houghton, of Oakwood, Pulverbatch,

- VROXETER ERIDGE STTE.

With theé help of volunteers from the VIth form of the Cirls Priory
Schoal, Shrewsbury cnd the Wellington Grammar Schodl survey work and
excavations have been stoarted tn the Wroxeter side of the Hiver Severn
orposite the bridge site discovered by Aqua Divers 5n June 1963 (3ee
Newsletter no. 24). ’ :

Here the sncient declivity hos been masked and o tered by landslide 5
surface water draincge and weathering but exoovation has already revealed
the original surface, on which a memorial Denarius of Fuastina Junior
(after 1754.D. ) wes found. The latest pottery gives a 'terminus post
quem' of the end of . the 4th century A.D. flork will continue on this
site at weck-ends throughout the swmer, Will vclunteers please
contact Dr. AV7.J. Houghton,
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TIOE SHROPSHIRGE HMINING CLUB,

A group of friends who wers the furerumners of the above Club,
began to exomine the South Shropshire lead mines in the latter part of
1958, A purely sporting activity devel cred into 2 more scientifio
field survey, with the nssistance of Mr. D. B. Corbyn, who is now the
Club's President. Visits to Derbyshire and elsewhere were begun the
folloving year, and in September 1961 the present Club was formed,
having ten founder members,

The first year wasg spent mainly in exploration, members travelling
far and wide, Tn 1962 more serious work wos considered and visits concen~
trated on the North Wales oref. The Club became members of the Derbyshire
Coving Association and in 1963 were elected on to the Conmittes. The
Survey of the South Shropshire mines wns published in December 1962 and wog
well received, uch work was done in North Wales in 1963, several new
caves being discovered, Tt mns decided to open an Associats Hembers Section
towards the end of the Jear vhich brought a number of new merbers whose
nmowledge and experience ore beginning to alter the scientific side of
the Club congiderably.

Their main interest is in the South Shropshire mines *o which much
further attention has been given durins recent menths. A survey of the
Raman copper mine of Llanymynech Ogof s begun in 1963 » 18 nearing canpletion;
the survey will include all aspects of the mine, o dotniled plan, its full
knovm histoxy, description, possibic methods of working, geclogical survey,
eta. This may be the first conplete study of o Ranon wine in Britain,

At a recent meeting the Club became founder members of the Nerth Woles
Caving Associotion.
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The principal objects of the Club are now : - the exploring,
recording ond surveying of underground cavities in Shropshire and North
Wales. The 1nvest1gatlor of old mines and their histories; the study of
mining engines and machinery snd the preservation of mining records and of
other articles which may be of interest in the future.

The Club has applied for mambership of the Cave Research Group of
Great Britain, ond axrongements are being made for members to be on eoall
in view of possible Cave Rescue procecdings in North Weles.  The Club
now has 17 members and is still growing. -

D.R. Adamg, Lender and Secretary.
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Tzeavations at Baster, 1964.

Work continued on the apsidal building discovered lazt Autumn nesr
the motte ditch, and showed that it hod been tinber-fromed, 25 feet long ond
12 feet wide. There is little doubt that it was the chepel of the Castle.

Between it ond the motte ditch there was a double-post hole polisade cxtending

fron the lorge pit on the ditoh edge towards the main Balley rompart.

Finds during the week's work included a spear-head of the 12%th century
and a late Bronze Age socketed oxe, which wes lying on a norrow path surface
of the lost pericd. It was perhﬂps a chonce £ind of the 13th ceptury,
lost when the Costle wos cbandoned.

Turther exsavation will be taking place nt Hen Dmen on the
fellowing dates, weather DEPﬁlttlnG. Sat 2 May; Sun 10 May; Sun 17 May:
Meon 18 Hay (7 Thi b Monday ): Sot 23 May; Sun 1k June; Sat 20 Jude; Sun 28 June-
Sat 4 July; Sun 12 *uly, Sat 18 July:; Sun 26 July.

We normally leave the Priory Boys' School, Shrewsbury at 10 a.m.,
reaching the site at 410.30 . In case of bad weather, please ring Horwood
297 - every effort will be made to keep to this programme but last-minute
alterations may be unaveldable. Tools can be provided - all are welcome,
beginners especially.

P. A&, Barker, Church House, Anpscroft, Shrewsbury.
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THE ROVERIES, LYDHAM.

A very limited excavation was carried out last Summer over two
week-ends ot the Roveries, a hill-fort site about ome mile NW. of Lydhom,
in south~-west Shropshire, under the direction of Mr. Nichcias Thomas,
Asgistant Keeper of the Department of Archaeclogy in Birminghom City iluseum,
The excavators concentrated their attention on the unfinished ditch and
bank of the first phase of the Hill Fort and in porticular they axomined
its junction with port of the rompart of the final phaose of the Hill Fort.
They were oble to show that the first phase ditch ran underneath the later
rompert, and this was the final confirmation reuu_red for proof of thﬂ date
of the early ditch.

The porty 2lso completed its swrvey of the maln North Entrance.
Tt is unlikely that there will be further excavatien of the site, and
the results of the work olready done will be published in due course.
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SHROPSHIEE PARISH REGISTERS.

The Shreopshire Parish Reg;:_ster Soclety which ig now inceorporated
into the Shropshire Archaecdlogiocnl Scciety, has in the vost printed the
Registers of mony Shropshire parishes, and many other parishes had been
transoribed by willing volunteers ready for eventual prirting.

Unfortumately, the enormous rise in the costs of printing has
precluded the Society from publishing any further registers for saune
years past, but the Society has recently made an effort to camplete the
copying of all the registers of Shropshire porishes down to the year 1812,
and it has now coapleted this task. The Registers of more than two
hundred parishes are now therefore available to students in the Shrewsbury
Reference Library, either in printed form, in manuscript or on microfilm,
While in many cases the copies end at the year 1812, there are many
parishes in which the copying has been done to the year 1837, when the
national registration of Births, Marriages and Deaths comence& and from
which date records can be easlly fou;rm elther at Somerset House or in iocal
Registries.

Recent copylng haos token the form of microfilming, by which means the
originel registers con be quickly and economically copled by photography,

which hos meent that the valuable original registers could be returned to the

churches with the minimum of delay.
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AVON-SEVERN VALLEYS RESEARCH FPROJECT.

Aerial survey carried out by Messrs. Amold Boker and Jomes FPickering
during the past two years has reveanled Literally hundreds of new and
nitherto unsuspected sites on the gravel terrvoces of the rivers Severn and
Avor ard ag many as twenty crce-morks have been‘ found on a single print.
This survey work has changed the face of the West ¥idlands from a barren
prehistoric waste to an area full of exciting problems, and Regional Group
8 of the Council for British Archaeclogy has appointed a special research
committee to be responsible for the examination of these gravel sites and
to publish the results of the research and excavation. The scheme will be
knovm as the Avon-Severn Valleys Research Project. ‘

The complete progroamme is likely to cover a period of ten years,
and itis estimated thot at least £1,000 will be required each year for
excavation ard more at intervals for publicotio of the resulis. These
financial problems are now being orgenised; the excavation costs may be met
by contributiocns from several major trusts and other sources, but the results
of an appeal to local societies in the area has been disappointing.
Dr. Webster reported ot the lost Coamittee meeting of Group 8 that the
Project was now firmly established. An initial excavation programme for the
forthcaning seascon has been arranged ard linison established with the County
Plamning authorities so that there would be no danger of gravel working
destroying a site before excavation could be carried out.. Dr. Webgter
also stated that there was every hope that the asrisl survey of north
Shropshire would be completed in the near future.

T

NEW BOCKES (W ARCHAECLOGY.

Dr. Grahem Webster, who is well-lknown to Shropshire archaeclogists,
has recently had a new book on Archseclogy published by Messrs. 4. and C,
Black at 21/=. Its title is "Practical Archaeol ogy: an introduction to
archasclogical field-work and excavation® and it is intended as a compenion
volume to Stuart Piggott's "Avpproach to Archeseclogy”. Dr. Websterfs
Long practical experience of excavation and of training young archaeclogists
eminently fits him toc write such a book, and not only practising archaeo-
logists but also intelligent loymen will find it of great value in attaining
a better understending of the problems of archaeclogiccl research. '

Another book, "The Severn Basin®" by K.S. Painter is one of the first of
a series of Regional Archoeclogies to be published by liessrs. Cory, Adoms and
Macksy. This is aimed ot young general readers, rather than at archaeologists
and lists of sites and of museums to visit are given. The price is 15/-.
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SHROPIHIRE NEWS LETTER

Bdited by J. L. Hobbs, Shrewsbury Museum, Castle Gates, Shrewsbury.

EXQAVATI@NS AT PONTESBURY CASTLE.. SHROPSHIRE, AND HEN DOMEN,

HONTGOMARYSHIRE, 1964

Excavations by the Shrewsbury Archaeological Research Group, directed by P. A»
Barker, for the Ministry of Public Building and Works, on the site of Pontesbury
Castle (Grid Ref. ST LO 58) a rovghly circular mound 10 - 12 feet high and 120 =
150 feet in dismeter south-east of the church, have revealed the massive footings of ... -
a squore tower or ke&p of tHe eastern side of thé site. These footings wers 13' 69
wide, end mads of mortared rubble. The wall above them had been severely robbed,
only the core being left to a height of some four feet. The wall was unlikely to
have been less than six to seven fest thick, and it ‘seems probable that the tower
was at least £ifty feet higha A layer of charcoal and burnt wattle and deub inside
the tower and a thick layer of charcoal outside it suggest that the castle apd its
cutbuildings had been burnt down. Since none of the potiery found is likely to be
leter than the late 13th century it appesrs that the castle came to an end then.

Previous excavation (in 1961) on another part of the site had shown that the
rest of the dpparent mound consisted of & rampart and ditch with three periods of
occupation, in timber buildings, within the enclosure. There is scme evidencs to
suggest that the castle began as a ring-work with timber buildings only, and that
later, provably at some time close to 1200, the tower was erected near the rampart
on the eastern side. Leland, the 16th century antiquary, say in Pontesburygreat
Tokens and Stones fallen down of a great Manor Place or Castelle; and thereby yet
remaineth the name of Castelle Paviment,® and it seems certain now thet he saw the
ruins of the recently discovered tower. The rampart had been demoiished and used
to fill the ditch at some time in the 19th century, and at the same time the tower
hed been finally robbed of its useful stone, and the site levelled. About 41900 a
gin-ring, a horse-driven power unit, used for driving a chaff-cutter and for root
pulping, had been installed where the tower had been. This interesting machine has
been preserved for Shrewsbury Museum.

The group has alsc continued the excavation of the 11th century motte and
bailey castle at Hen Domen, Montgomery. The season's work has shown that there was
& small wooden apsidal chapel of the 12th century in the bailey close to the motte
ditch, and that the structures of the last period in all ecases seem to have been
flimsier than those of the penultimate period, which fits in with the hypothesis,
suggested by the dating, by pottery, of the last period, that in 1223 when the new
stone castle was built at Montgomery the timber castle was remodelled Tor a new role,
probably that of an early warning station and cutpost overlocking the Severn, which
cannot be seen from the later castle. '

P. A. Barker.

BRONZE T.OOPED PALSTAVE FROM NEV HOUSE FARM, NORTHTOOD, NEAR WEN,

NORTH SHROPSHIRE

By Idly F. Chittv, 0.B.Fo, Moho, FeSoha

1. Discovery and Site During the spring of 1961, when Mr. J. D. Stokes was

_ . harrowing the Long Length field on his farm, The New
House, Northwood, in the parish of Wem Rural, he found a bronze axe, a looped
palstave. It was caught in the harrow as he was turning on the headland near the
western hedge boundary. The soll is a wet cley and the field had not been under
cultivation for a long time. It has now been re-seeded for grass. (5" 0.8.
Shropsh?re Sheet XIV S.We, E. of centre of top edge; 1% 0.8. 148 (Shrewsbury 3
L77 323)- '

The Long Length is a small narrow f£ield ( 5 acres approx.) running NNE. - SSWe
Tlanked on the east by the road from Newtown past Pinfold farm and The Lawn
northward towsrds Whixall Moss: this lane here runs parallsl to and slightly above
& stream draining from the Moss area by Dobson's Bridge dovm to join the River
Roden near Loppington House. After defining the north and of Long Length, & brook-
iet from Wem Moss joins this stream. To the west of the £ield damp, low-iyving
ground is merked by a line of ponds. Long Length and the road adjacent thus ocoupy
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an area of slight elevation and there appears to be a low platform near the centrs
of the field.

The find-spot is & mile just We of N. from Newtomn Church end 25 miles WSW. of
the site of the bronze looped palstave found in Whizall Moss in 1927. <

In March, 1964; Yr. Stokes's sow Michael took the New House axe to show to his
History Master, Mr. B. Burrows, at the Secondary Modern School, Wem, and it was then
reported to me by the Headmaster, Mr. George Stinson, BeSce: I am most grateful to
them both for bringing it to Pontesbury for discussion and, subsequently, for taking
me to see the site and to csall upon Mre and Mrs. Stokes at New Houge; also to Mrs.
Stokas for the locan of his palstave for drawing and study, with the full story of
its discovery. He has generously presented it to-Shrewsbury Museum, where it is a
very luiteresting ascession. ' o '

24 Deseription The axe is a well-preserved example of o looped palstave
with trident pattern, transitionsl in type between the
Middle and Late Brongzs Age forms: it may date from arcund 1,000 B.C. It is nearly
oz inches long (163 mm.); the blade is of semewhat “"erinoline® form with one angle
inelining slightly to a narrow edge (44 mhe ), which is almost straight ang
wndivately sharp: below the gentle overhang of the stop-ridge (the 34 wm.) each
race Bag o small blurred trident extending into o long thin midrib, a trifle
obligue. The flangss {the 30 mm. where they terminate at the stop-ridge) are
ogival in form, being slender below the thin butt (we 20 mm.), which is not quite
shte. The axe has been cast in a double mould, presumably of bronze; the
i 25 of juncture are distinet on the sides, but have been smoothed domn. The
Luop ds well moulded, narrowing towsrds its upper end. The axe was cloaned and the
metal shows through vestiges of green patination. The weight 1is 15 oz

1o In 1752 this was known as the Redfellis Brook and is described in Reverend S.
Garbet's History of Tem (1818): 325, 329,

2: L. Fo Chitty, Shrops. Arch. Trans., YLVII, i (1933), 73-5, Figure reproduced in
E» M. Hardy, New Phytologist, XXXVIII (1939), 373-8, Figse 79 and 13,
Polien Diagram.

A DUG - QUT CANOE FRGI MARTON TOOL, CHIRBURY.

On Wednesday, the 26th of September 1964, Mr. P, H. Rowlends of the Devariment
of Geology at Birminghsm University called at Shrewsbury Museum to report that he had
seen the remoing of a dug-out cance on the edge of Marton Pool, where 2 drinking-place
for cattle had been made at the edge of the mere, A telephone csll to the Divisional
Engineer of the Severn River Board confirmed thatnthe Board hed, during the early
sumer of 1964, lowered the level of Marton Fool and made several drinking places

Tor cattle: and that the dug-out cance had been found during these operations, probably

garly in July. visit o
An immediate/was made to the Peool by members of the Musewum staff and by Ifr. P,
Barker, and the remzins of the boat were found a few yards from the edge of the pocl,
in the long nprrow field cpposite the New I, scme twenty yerds fram the drinking-
lace in which the object had presumably been found. The +ime which had elapsed
since the canoce was Found wnforfunately precluded a1y precise identification of the
site of the find or the taking of soil or peat sanples for pollen alysis, but
errangments were made to bring the dug-out cance in to the Museum at Shrewsbury.

This was done a weck later after the omer of the £ield had besn +raced and
the necessary permission chtained. Treatment of the timbers is nov in Trogress.
4 previous dug-out was found on the N. morgin of Marton Pool in June 1908 and is also
now in Shrewsbury Museum. This is recorded, with a plan by Miss Chitty in the
Shropshire Archaeological Society Transactions, 1927, Lth ser. vol XI, pp. 113-133
(wlan facing p. 125) The site of the Present discovery lies two fields to +he W
of the previous find, in the narrow field lmmediately north of the beat-house.
ilarton Podl, lying in the valley between the Long lountein and the Corndon rargs,
vias formerly of much greglter extent than it is today. CLd Marton is said to lie at
the bottan of the Pool, and there is a 4radition which says that "if you row.out to
the middle of the lake on Chrisimes Bve, you will hear the bells ringing below, "




WROXETER 196l By ©DR. GRAHAM WEBSTER,

It was possibtle to make an arrangement this year with the
Ministry of Public Building and Works for the use of two dozen
prisoners from Staffordshire to begin the serious clearance of +he
site at Wroxeter and to assist in the work of the training school.
It hes been possible to clear the whole of the interior of the
caldarium, but unfortunately medieval or later robbing and 19th
century excavations had left very Llitile, only two pieces of the floor
were found, and these not in their original position: they had however
preserved for us some interesting details which show alterations to
the building. A small preblem in Wright's account (Uriconium, 4872,
. 122) was also elucidated. He illusirated on his glan what was
degeribed as a sunken floor made of fiat tiles which he thought to be
the base of a coclé water tank - this of course would have been
imposzible in the middle of the caldarium. It is now clear that a
strip of flat tiles was in fact T2id oo the sub~basement floor in line
with the stoke-hole, presumsbly to protect the flcor from the heat
which would here be at its maximum intensity. There is evidence of
the replacement of sane of the tile pilae by red sardstone, showing
that in some late stage in the history of the Bath~house tiles were
becaning scarce.

Perhaps the most interesting revelation was in the grey
stone retaining wall round the calendariim. This was dischbvered to
finish at a distance of ten feet from DOLh corners of the caldarium on
the south side, it could thus never have been a retaining Wall and
must be considered in the nature of an encasement to protect the main
wall of the building fron subsiding into the soft sandy subsoil.

It is possible that in fact it was never higher than its surviving
point since the cement over the uppermost course of stones bears no
impression of a further course of tile or stone. Thig wowld also
account for its astomishing susvival as it would have remained
campletely buried and unnoticed by stone rcbhers.

Further work on the east gide of the main building has
produced more evidence that the Bath-house was not in comission until
the Late second century, and we have added further to the maze of
water mains criss-crossing this rea.
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UNIVERSITY OF BIRMINGHAM EXTRA-MURAT, DEPARTMENT LECTURES.

A Beries of twenty Lectures and Discussions to be given by
Philip A. Barker, F.3,A. has been arranged on Wednesday evenings,
camencing on Wednesday, October 21 at Castle Chambers, 384, Castle
Street. The title of the series is "Dumestic Architecture from the
garijest times to the Renalssance”, and the talks will be chiefly
concerned with the development of the house, the farm and the village
in north-western Burope from prehisgtoric times to the end of the
medieval period. A great deal of the material will be unpublished,
illustrations being drawn from recent excavations of house ard
settlement sivtes and fron recent work on deserted medieval villages
in this countryv and on the Continent.

Threse courses on Industrial Archeeclogy have also beer arranged
for the Winter Begsion of 198445, Mr. J, Horsley Denton wili be
the lecturer for a serics on 'East Shropshire Industrisl and Transport
History in the Shirehall, Shrewsbury, which continues last year's
course on this subject, and a similar course will also be held
in the High Schocdl for Girls at Wellington.

A series of fen meetings under lir. Michael M. Rix, H.A. on the
Industrial Archaeclogy of Shropshire will be held in the Borough Library,
Shrewgbury on Thursday evenings. Thoge attending these courses and
anyone interested in the subject of Industrial Archeeology will be
interested in the new 'Journal of Industrlsl Archasdlogy! which hasg
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recently mads its appesronce, published by the Lambarde Press in
agsociation with the Newomen Scclety.

The first number, which sppearsd in iay contained many valuable
articles, including “An Open-Air Museum for the north-east® by Frank
Atkinson, who recently spoke on this stbject at Attingham: "Company
Museuns®™ by Derek Hudson and a list of sources of Industrial History
in the National Register of Archives.

_Lh" Augugt issue has artidles om Birminghan's gun quarber and Lls
wDTkSDOPSﬁ' "The Stratford-uon=-Avon Canal’: "Survévals of 17th and 18th
century blast-furnaces" and "The Photographic aspect of Industrial
Archaeclogy”s ' The magezine will be filed permamently in the Shrewsbury
Borough Library. A recent book on this subject is "Industry and Technology”
by We He Chaloner and A.E. Musson in the 'Visual History of Modern Britsin'
series, edited by Professor Jack Simmons. The 238 well-gelected illus-—
trations in the book show the development of Britain's indusiry fran the
late Middle Ages to the present day.

TWO NEW ARCHAEQLO ZCAL STTES IN SHEEWSBURY .

Two new sites of archsecdlogical interest, discovered as a result
of aerial survey carried out by Mr. Arncld Baker, have recently been
reported by Mr. T. A. Barker to the Council of the Shropshire Archaeo-
logical Society

The first of these sites is near Weeping Cross and the Shrewsbury.
by-pags on the outskiris of the town, where a sguere enclosure has been
revealed by crop-marks on serial photogcabns, The actusl site lies on
land which may shortly be built on during the develomment of the new
Sutton Farm estate, where a start has Just been made on a project for
some 600 houses by Messrsz. Askley, Ashley and Newbrook of Bayston Hill.
It is not, hovever, anticipated that the site will be in danger for
twelve mtmths at 1east,_ and preliminery arrangements have been made by
Mr. Barker for an excavaticn of the site to be made during next Suomer.

The second site lies sbout half a mile from the first, on the other

side of the Shrewsbury By-pass, in a field between Murrell's new Nurseries
and the rajlway line to Heref ora and jmmediately behind the houses on
Oteley Eoad. Here, ancther enclosure with a noticeable entrance, was

revealed by aerial thotography. IHothing is lmown about either sitg,
ard it is hoped that both will eventually be investigated.

Wr. Barker also reported on the discovery of a Bronze Age burial

ground at Cross Houses, and an snclogsure or csmp near Ly*l'rv'ood Hall,
bo‘th found as = I‘esul*' oft Iir. Arnold Bzker's work.

DAWLEY WET TOWIY HISTORTCAL SURVEY.

A meeting of the ﬁ’-forking Party of the Dawley New Town Histcorical
Survey was held in the Shirehaiil on Qctober 2 undsr the chairmanship of
Miss M. O, Hill, M.A. t was reported that a Pilot Architectural
Survey of the area had been made, and that a list of companies operating
irn the area had becn conpiled. The yrojected Exhibition, which had been
in the hands of Mr. Jomm Golby, who has now left Shropshire, was discussed
and Mr, R, E. James, o Shrewsbury Museun agreed to be responsible for its
organisation and arrangement. The Exhibition vill be held in Shrewsbury,
probably in the Art Gallery, in ¥ay 1965, and it is hoped that it will
then be shown in the Wellington =rd Dowley areas.

Members of the Railway and Crnal Historical Society vigited
hropshire on Saturdey, September 26. HMeeting in Shrewsbury where a
displ“{f of maps, documentary material and material objects was arranged
at the Muscum durj_nb the morning, the party then proceeded to Dawley

and Coalport to visit sites of intsrest to members.
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SHROPSHTIRE W2%S LETTIRER

“ Edited by Pa. Aa Barker'for the Shropshire Arohaeologioal Soclety and the
-k : ‘ Shrewsbury Museum ‘

M¥r. Jo L. Hobbs, whose less is felt in so many ways, began this Newsletter
in Cctober 1957. 'Since then it has besn invaluable in keeping all those interested
in the archasclogy of the county informed guicikly of events arnd discoveries, the
results of excavations, and the future plans of excavators and fieldworkers. It was
felt strongly that the Nowsletier should be kept going, and the present edition is
a token of this intention.

As Mr. Hobbs sald in his first number, the success of the Newsletter depends
on the co-operation of all those with local archaeological and historical information
sending us moterial for publication here, which is not intended in any way to take
the place of fuller accounts wiich may Iater be published in the Society's
Transactions or elsewhere. Ye appeal, therefore, not only to excavators and field-
workers, but also to local historians and those who have made chance finds, to send
us details, which will thereby reach a large public in the county, and an increasing
oneg -further afield. .

DESERTED VILLAGES TN SHROPSHTRE

With the formation of the Deserted Medieval Village Research Group in 1953,
a much neglected aspect of English economic history came under close scrutiny. This
Group set aboul the monumental task of locating and classifying all lost villages
in England according to degree of deserticn, and at the last count had been able to
- 1ist over two thousand proved or provisional sites. '

Shropshire, for the most part, has been by-passed by the Group's efforts, for
although Eyton in his Antiguities traced s large number of lost settlements in the
county, litile attempt has been made to locate these on the ground. Professor
Beresford, in his book "The Lost Villages of England™ attributes only one deserted
settlement to the county, and the Research Group lists only a dozen suspected sites
and two recogniged deserted villages at Caus, SI337778, and Detton, S0667796. In
1859 ¥r. 8. C. Stanford undertoock an emergency excavation at Chapel leadow, in front
of Detton Hall where there were o number of hollow ways and platforms. Although he
found some 4{2th and 13th century pottery, the medieval occupation layers seem to have
been destroyed by 19th century marl gquarrying.

Tecently the work on Shropshire's lost settlements has acecelerated with
interesting results. In 1963 lir. P« A. Barker carried out an emergency excavation
on the site of the deserted hamlet of Breggington SJ336137 (Shropshire Newsletter,
No. 23) and large numbers of desertsd or shrunken hamlets have been ldentified by
the staff of the Victoria County History in the preparation of the current volume of
the History, which desls with paxishes in the Hundreds of Condover and Ford. In
this part of Shropshire the original settlement pattern was ~ne of numerous small
hamiets ~ the isolated farmstsad, now so typieal a feature, is not found here before
the later Middle Ages. A few hamlets were deserted as s result of direct action by
iords of manors - Allcot in Acton Burnell and Ramshurst in Frodesley may be examples
of this - but shrinkage was a much more ccmmon occurence. The two main reasoms for
shrinkage here were (i) the movement of population out of hanlets to isoclated form-
steads on the fertile clay soils of former wocdiand areas, ‘in particular during the
period 1550 - 1650, and (ii) the rise of the large farm in the 18th century,
rendering superflucus such houses in ancient hamlets as were not converted into
labourcers cottages.

The shrinkage and desertion of ancient hamiets was probably even more wide—
spread in the South Shropshire uplands, where isolated churches or moated farm—houses
with adjacent earthwerks are commonly found. Recent work (by R. T. Rowley) on
.settlement here has revealed a number of wholly deserted or seversely shrunken villages.
Most of the newly discoversd sites lie on or about the 800 £t. contour, on the north—
west facing slopes of Bromn Cles. The two best examples are at 2bdon (S0 575866) and
Heath (S0 557856) (see Shropshire Newsletter Noe 2). ‘

At Abdon the parish church of 8t. Vargaret lies half a mile to the north of
the present settlement, but in the field running south-sast from the church-yard,
there are a2 number of what appear to be house platforms intersected by depressed and
wholly sunken ways. At Heath, the area of desertion seems to be greater than was at



Tirst suspected, with surface indications in the chapel yard and in the orchard to the
west of the chapel in addition to those in Chapel Meadow beyond. A4t Cold Weston
(SO 55285@) an isolasted church, accessibls enly on foot, Provides the nucleus of a
small deserted village. Here, however, the earthworks are far less extensive.,
Isolated farmhouses at Witcheot (80 53,848) aud Ashfield (S0 588895) with nearby
earthworks also provide probable sites.

In Corvedale the extensive earthworks at Corfham (SO 526848) which have
previcusly been classifiegd purely as castle remainS, elso marl: the site of quite a
lacze extinct village. At Heldgate (50 563897) &1l that remains of the considersbhle
medieval seitlement are the chizch, paiis of the castle and a farwhousa, Tarthworks
cant be traced in the field running south-gast from the road. Similarly at Upton
Crozset (SO 675692L) the fine Tudor brick building of gate~house and manor house, and
the neglected church ars the sole remnants of a once extensive village. Here ton,
earthworks can ba traced, but are prartially hidden by trees and thick undergrowth.

It is hoped that an asriad survey will soon be made of the region, when other
lost Ccervadale settlements, such as Kingseye, Marston, Upper Larden ard Corve may be
locateds 1t is aliso hoped that, wiih the hellp of a Liveryool Boys! Club, a grouad
slrvey of the sites at Abdon and Geath will be made at Easter.

s1lthough the remains of settlement desertion in Shropshire are modest comparsd with
those found in soms other countiss, the economie and demogrsphic changes which they
reflect are as imporiant as the aere spectacular examrles found elsewhere in England.

Ao Gaydon, Tsq., and R. 7. Rowley, Esge

CAUSE  CARTLE, AT REVGNE AND  TREWEENG

e et B e

Eyton by a process of erludnation identifiad +he Domesday manor of Alretone with
the site of Cause Castle. (Eyton vii, pp. 5 - 7)e This identification has passed
unguestioned despite the evidence of Place-names, which, ia overwhelmingly against it
and despite strong topographical and tewuwrial Objections which cannot be entered into
here. Alretone, as Hyton veaiised means "the ﬁl&er Townshiz" and usntil e. 1300 the
tovnshin of Trewerne, (Monﬁgomenyshire) which is the “elsh gquivalent of Alretone, was
kncwn by its Saxon neme which is found in three forms, Halreton, Allercton, and Orleton,
These are found in the same historical context in 1245, 1263 and 1289. (Archives of A1l
Souls College, Alberbury no. 1135 Cal. Close 126i—4,,265; Reg. Swinfield (Cantilupe
Society), 224) snd they can leave no doubt that the Domesday manor of Alretone is ths
modern Trewerne. This identification enswers all the topegraphical ang tenurial
cbjections and I hope to develop its implications more fully at a later date. It seems
likely that the site where Cause was ultimately built lay in one of the 13 unnamed
berewicks of the great Domesday manor of Worthen,

Je Lawscn, Esqge

CALLOY CASTLE (SJ 38,C4L8), HAWCOCKS HOUNT (ST 34,9077) amp BRERELAYWE  (SJ 342109)

Recent research for the Vietoria County History on Westbury parish has revealed ths
site of a completely unsuspected medieval castle on Callow Hill, north-cast of Minsterley,
and has shed new light on the origin of Hawcocks Mount and the ring-work west of :
Westbury Station. The prehistoric earthwork on Callew Hill has been known for over half
& century and a fresh examination of the site has revesled nothing which would lesad one
to deduce the site of = castle, but a charter of c. 12748 from Peter Corbett of Cause
to Richard de Hope speaks uneompromisingly of a !eastellum! here to which the service of
two half knights fees had formerly pertained. (Longleat MSS.) The castle was clearly
disused at this date and was probably of stone, for c. 154G John Leland speaks of the
substantial remeins of a castle between Pontesbury ang Hogstow wood, which can only refer
t> Callow Castle. The site wes still being rcbbed of stone in 4688 when rubble-stone was
brought from Callow Hill for use in the foundations of* Minsterley chapel. (Longleat Mss)

Hawcocks Mount lying almost £ of a mile due east of Cause Castle has always been
difficult to understand within the castle pattern of the Rea

Valley, unless we presume that it was anteria to Cause. The evidence of figld-names
confirms this presumption for in the mid 14th century the demesne arable field
immediately adjacent to the ring-work was known as Aldecausfield, (Longleat MSS) which
leaves no doubt that it pPreceded Cause Castle. This fleld-name by a series of dateable
corupticns during the 16th and 17th centuries had reached the form Awcocks by 1675 and
its present form by 1841 when the tithe map was made.
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. 5? The hamlet of BErerslawe which Eyton records in the 13th century (Eyton vii,
- 470-1) can now be identified with the ring-work, near Westbury Station. Fields

surrounding the site on the tiths map of 48L0 wers called Briarleys, a name which has
-been used locally down to the present day. No date can be given for the desertion of
w.this settlement. '

J. Lawson, Esge.

THE ROMAN BRIDGE SITE AT WROXETER  (VIROCONTUM)

Work has recommenced here. Across the river Severn, lcooking westwards, a soil
mark indicates the final stages of the Roman rczd from Cacr-Sws vie Newtown, Forden,
Festbury, Mecle Brace, Brompton and sco to the river bank whers it is seen *o Join the
well known Watling Street Vest.

The approach road from the Roman city to the bridgehead has been sectioned. It is
about 12 feet wide and is composed of stiffe clay set upon the natural sand. At either
edge there are set large cobbles. Tac road is cambered and at the centre is & well-made
cors of stones and sand. The top dressing is of large gravel grading to medium and then
small.

A resistivity survey revealed a linear feature running across the field almost at
right angles to the road. This may represent the line of %he town rampart, here
parallel to the river.

HHITCHURGH

Trenching for a pipe-line has extended for 80 yards on the whitchurch - Wrexham
road at a point near Chemistry in the western suburbs of the town. Thig has revealed
the edge of a straight, hard and very well-made cobbled road surface. This is found at
a depth of 34 feet below the present road surface. Vhen the present road turns the rocad
below centinues in a straight line. It is suggested that this is & new Roman road
alignment and it is hoped that it will be possible to have a transverse trench so ar to
estimete the width of the rocad. Its significance has vet to be worked out.

A local group hopes to continus work on the Romen building discovered last year
in Newtown, Whitchurch. .

heo W Jo Houghton, Esq.

WREETN ARCHAECLOGICAL GROUP

Wall RParm, Kinnersley SJ 684178

Work on this site is almost completed for the present. This year!s excavations
have still produced no evidence of date. They have, however, shown that the msin bank,
which has been sectioned with the help of a mechanical execavator, does not contain any
internal bracing on the lins of our trench. It appears to be of dump construction, and
to centain a2 number of turf-lines within its make—-up. The section seems to show that
there were at least two pericds of construction, and that during one of these the outer
face of the bank was to the west of its present position, and on a different alignment.
The whole of this structure rests upon & turf-line overlying the natural boulder clay.

It is also almost certain that the bark was thrown up from an internal scoop ditsh
sinee a trial section through the main ditch has shown that it was prebably about 15 feet
wide and had an overall depth of about ) feet from the tip of the counter-scarp bank.
Further stake-holes have alsoc appeared at the western end of the trench.

. Je As Pagett, Esg., 48 Park Road,
Donnington, Wellington.

HEN  DOMEN, MONTGOMERY

The season at Hen Domen will begin with a continuous week's work at Baster, from
April 16th (Goed Friday) until Saturday April 24th inclusive. Thereafter work will
continue one day each weekend. 4s much help os possible is needed - those without
experience will be welcome.

Further details from P. A. Barker, Church House, Annscroft, Shrewsbury. (Hanwood 297).
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SHROPSHIRE WEWS LETTER

Edited by B.Trinder for the Shropshire Archaeological Society and the
' Shrewsbury MNuseum ' :

BXCAVATIONS OF PREEISTORIC STTES AT WEEPING CROSS, SHREWSBURY.

411 theee sites so far investigated in this area lie in a field on the northern side
of the Shrewsbury By-pass which was formerly part of Sutton Ferm (87 5C5108). It
stands on the northern slcpe of the SW to NE ridge of the Pre~Cambrian "Longmyndian"
Spur, stretching along Bayston Hill to the Severn. The soil consists of glacial
deposits of gravel with patches of clay. It is neturally well drained, light and
workable, and rather acid. The western end of the field was formerly a separate
enclosure known as "the rushy meadow”, and building excavations revealed an underlying
prehistoric pool, which pollen analysis proves to have been filled with water until
circa 2200 B.C. '

The original purpose of excavation on the site was to investigate a rectangular
enclosure revealed by ercp marks on an aerial photograph taken by Philip Barker.
Preliminary work began in February 1965 and was undertaken by an amateur group under the
direction of Mr.W.B.Jenks. During the excavation of the enclosure ditch in May, a
middle Bronge Age cremation urn was found. This showed the site to have a greater
importance than was originally realised, and during July the Ministry of Public
Building and Works sponsored a fortnight's full~time sxecavation under the direction
of Philip Barkers. Since then building cperstions have revealed a cremation pit
(Site B) 360 yards to the N.%W. of the enclosure (Site A), and a series of linear
ditches and a charcoal filled pit (site G) 120 yards north of the enclosure.

SITE & The enclosure is bounded by four ditches of widely varying dimensions.

The Bastern side is 46 yards long and more or less straight. It is interrupted
by an entrance causeway 16 yards from its southern end. The ncrthern end appears to
be incomplete and makes a Twjunction with an earlier linear ditch. For the greater
part of its length this side is 14ft. &in. wide, 3ft. 9in. deep and flat bottomed.

On either side of the entrance causeway it appears as a fully defensive construction,
14ft. 6in. wide and 7ft. deep and V-sectioned.

The Northern side is 40 yards long, straight, and makes an approximate right
angie with the Eastern side. It is 6ft. wide and 4f%. 3ip. deep and V-sectioned,
which suggests that it was eonstructed as a barrier against animal rather than human
intruders. -

The Western side is 48 yards long and chevron-shaped. As yet 1t has been
sectioned only at its two extremities, where its width is 8ft. 6in.

The Southern side is 47 yards long and more or less straight. It runs parallel
to and approximetely L5 feét from the northern edge of the Shrewsbury by-pass. At
the eastern end it is 44ft. 6in. wide, 7ft. deep and V=-shaped, while at the western
end it is 8ft. 6in. wide, V-shaped, and of undetermined depth. The aerial photograph
of the site appears to show where the change in dimensicns occurs, Sections
across this side have revealed post holes on the inner side of the enclosure which
prebably represent strong palisading.

No traces of a rampert remain, though it seems unlikely that the large quantities

of spoil removed in the excavation of the ditch were not used up. The shallow
depth of some of the large internal postholes suggests the existence of some sort of
dump rampart.

Around the entrance a number of secticns across the ditch were cut in the hope
of obtaining stratified pottery, and an area of approximately 4,500 square feet was
stripped of ploughsoil and eleared.

Common features revealed by the ditch sections were:

1) Rapid primary silting, followed by 2 long period of even silting.
11) Re-cutting on a major scale, leaving a layer of silt internally, followed
by deliberate in-filling.
111) A further silting period during which & structure standing near the entrance
collapsed partly into the diteh. This period continued until ploughing




e
obliterated all surface indiction of the ditch.

Generally the ditch was V-shaped, 14ft. 6in. wide at lip-depth, and 7ft. Line below
ground level.

The pottery in the ditch sections comprised numerous fragments and sherds of
coarse grog(?)/gritted Iron Age ware from diteh features (1), one Roman rim and flake
of fine red ware from ditch feature (111}, and & base of a fine hard red ware with
signs of grooved decoration from the rubble of the collapsed (structure???) within
ditch feature 111. o

The ceusewsy through the entrance was 12ft. wide at its narrowest point, and
funnelled ocutwards: A revetment from the south side of the entiance suggests an
internal ramperti On the north side of the entrance there appears to be & small
#gatehouse™,  There is a floor of lerge stones containing a heerth, and surrounded
by & set of large postholes showing signs of replacement. The hearth lay over a
pit which contained a sherd of V.C.P. identical with those in the primary ditch silt.
A sherd of cord-impressed ware, probably a class 'B' beaker, rested among the stones
of the flcor.

The Middle Bronze Age cremction urn wes found on the opposite side of the ditch
from the "gatehouse".  The urn, of the Enlarged Food Vessel type, was dug unto an
earlier pit 2ft. 3in. deep, and was enclosed by a circular gulley of approximately
76 £t, dismeter, having a Ve-section with slotted bottom. The gulley was cut into
two ares bty the digging of the Iron Lge enclosure ditch. .

Other features found by Mr.Jenks group, in the part of Site A which was
stripped of plough soil were a number of linear depressions filled with stones which
show up as "wet-marks" and which overlay the Middle Bronze Age gulley, an area of
burnt debris and several other silted up features. A4 series of cirecular marks
shown on the aerial photograph were shown to be unconnected with any of these features,
and must be the result of cultivation phenomena.

We INa Jenks. '

VEEPING CROSS, 1965. (Ministry Excavation) 't

The Ministry of Public Building and Works excavation uncovered about 10,000 sg,feet
of the interior of the Iren Age enclosure and produced the plan of a clrcular, +rench
built hut 30 feet in diameter with a wide out-turned entrence and a group of internal
posts, presumably for supporting the roof, together with an internal pit, 3 feet in
diameter and 3 feet deep, perhaps for-storage. There were other Iron Age structures:
within the enclosure, some antedating and some postdating the hut. Among these was
a late circular structure of postholes, perhaps another hut with some ev1dence of

a hearth. .

The enclosure, with its huts, had been built over a Bronze Age cremation burial
of the enlarged food vessel type. Close to the site of the burisl was an oval area
of burnt clay, with fragments of caleined bone, and a central post-hole, which almost
certainly represents the site of the funeral pyre. - A shallow, roughly circular
ditch, approximately 2 feet wide and approximately 56 feet in diameter, with the burlal
and pyre at its centre, must indicate the limits of the barrow, perhaps & disc barrow,
which covered the burial. ' : -

It is extraoordinery that the Iron Age settlers should have chosen to build their
enclosure and huts over a cemstery, and it seems most likely that the barrows had had
onty very small mounds which hed disappeared by the Iron Age - the barrow ditch had
silted naturally to the top and was almost certalnly invisible before work on the
Iron Age settlement was begun.

Finds were not numerous, and were chiefly confined to Iron Age pottery from the |
baekfilled features of the settlement.

P. A« Boarker.

HEEPING CROSS: SITES B AND C.

The outstanding discovery at Site B has been a2 late Bronze Age cemetery super—
imposed on an earlier burial sitce Several linear ditches which appear to enclose
field systems were traced. A4 fuller report on this area will appear in the next




anyone interested.

Site

-
newsletter.

At Bite C an oncient set of ditch features were uncovered and revesled partly
in section by the building. They are cut into the clay which forms the junction
between the natural gravel of the field and the peat of the prehistoric pool. The

-.~ections were completed and revesled a U-shaped ditch, 3ft. deep, filled with highly

ferruginous deep pink clay, with a layer of broken stones apparently laid across it
at a later stage. A third period was represented by & shallow flat-bottomed pit
which cut through the stone layer at the side of the ditch, and which contained =a
£ill of burnt branehes. The pit was at least 3 £t. Gin. long ot the point of
sectioning, and 3 fte. wide at the lip.

Mr.Jenks end his helpers are continuing to investigate this site and a further
report will appear in the next newsletter.

Wa Ea Jenkse

DAWLEY NEV TOWN HISTORICAL SURVEY.

During recent months, several groups have been actively engaged in various
aspects of resenrche. The University of Birmingham Extra-liursl classes in East
Shropshire Transport and Industrial History have both had a number of field meetings
in the area in co-ordination with records research being currently undertaken. At

- Easter, members of both classes, together with members of the Railway and Canal

Historical Socciety and others commenced digging the site of the Stirchley furnaces
under the direction of Mr.Denzil Nield and Mr.J.A.Pagette Work commenced by the
exposing of the eastern-side arch, through which much of the debris wos rassed and
approximately seven feet of excavation was made below the existing fall of thirteon
feets By July, this was sufficiently advanced to reveal most of the lower part
of the furnace and some measuring was possible.. In view of the extensive foliage
it was then decided to suspend operations until the Winter months when deelining
vegetation would assist photography. 4t this stage, a considerable part of the
southern furnace had béen'exposed,‘in addition to the work on the more complete
northern furnace. ’

The scene of these aebivities wos visited by thg Newcomen Society in the late
Summer 2nd several members present were able to anplify the findings of the working

party. Elsewhere, & small group made a brief exploratory dig in the canal bed near

to the site of what is believed to be the earlier works where Madeley Porcelain was
made. It is known thot 'rejects' were thrown in the canal here. No trace has so
far been found. A%t Tweedale Basin, the last known Shropshire tub boat has success—
fully been raised by members of the Development Corporation and is to be restored

and preserved. The proposal to retain the Blists Hill Furnace environment and

turn it dnto an industrial museum which was originally made by Mrs.V.Saxon, a member
of the Birmingham University Extra-Mural Research Group at Shrewsbury, has been given
detailed consideration and approved in principles ' : '

Perhaps the biggest individual contribution during the past year has been the
magnificent research into the early plateways and wegen weys which was made by two
students of the Birmingham School of Architectire in close eollaboration with the
Shrewsbury Research Group. This resulted in considerable progress in this
particular field in which Shropshire played an important part. The whole story

- has not yet been. uncovered by a long way and much research is still needed. The
-small Shrewsbury Group are making slow but steady headway, but we could do with a

fow more menbers. We meet on Monday evenings and I would be glaod to hear from

J.Horsley‘Denton; Merchmont. House,
- CODSALL, Wolverhamptons

- HOOLSTASTON MOTTE AND BAILEY - APRIL, 1965.

The castle site lies in the foothills which form the northernmost extension

of the Longmynd range in western Shropshire (0S 129 450985). - It stands on o ridge
lying immediately to the west of the present village of Woolstaston at & height of
about’ 850 feet and it commands an lmpressive view of all the surrounding country.

Circumstances of sxeavotion.

A small reservoir was to be consiructed on a position inside the rompart of the
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baileye The work was done with the aid of a small Ministry of Publiec Buildings
and Works grant.

Mgthod

Initially, a 15 feet square was excovated on the site of the propesed reservoir

Description of results

In spite of very coreful trowelling, no structureseven of the flimsiest were
revealed. There was a small scatter of medieval sherds lying immediately below
the humus laoyer at a depth of sbout ten inches, below which there was an un-
disturbed clay layer. Five test pits were then dug into the natural sub=sedil
in order to establish its nature. :

Because of the negative results a2 20 foot by 3 feet ssction was dug across
the motte ditech. in opder to confirm Occupation and to attempt to date it. - The
section revealed that there had been o great deal of rapid primary silting followed
by an accumulation of humic silt with charcoal, this loyer containing the bulk of the
medieval pottery recovered from the site. Although this fairly shallow layer was
2=3 feet above the level of the original ditch, there was no evidence of a recut.
A post-hole on the outer 1lip of the diteh nay have belonged to a bailey pallisade.

Potterg

4 good deal of medieval rottery was found, consisting mainly of cooking pot
sherds, most of them similer to those found nt the costle sites at Smethecott
nearby and at Hen Domen, Hontgomery, and deting broadly from the late 12th %o early
13th century. There was very few Jug sherds znd no glazed pottery, though there
was one thumb-pressed base.

The sherds are of pottery of the simplest kind, implying a generally frugal
standard of living. There was no typically 44th op 15th century pottery suggesting
that the castle was finally abandoned in the period 1275 -~ 1325,

Documentary evidence quoted by Mr.f.Goydon, confirms that the site was deserted
in the first guarter of the 14th century.

Sherds of 2 16th/17¢th century jug found immediately above the humie silting
of the diteh, but with medieval pottery stratified above it, infer that the ditoh

was open to a considerchle depth until that late period, and was subsequently filled
rapidly and probably deliberately.

Re T Rowlay.r

SURVEY OF THE DESERTED VILLAGE AT ABDON, MARCE, 1965,

During one weekend in March, a ground BUrvey was carried out at what appears
to be o deserted village site at Abdon, which lies immediately west of Brown Clee.
The prinecipal srea of interest was a field called Child's Yard, running eastwards
from the isolated Church of St.Mergaret, ang containing o number of earthworks,
which were identified as house platforms. -

An area of 420 yds. by 10C yds. was strveyed, using simple triangulstion
techniques. ' The finished plan revealed nine obvious plotforms, and several more
obscurs features, with a network of sunken ways between thom. There were two
large platforms measuring 90! x 50' and most of the others were about half this
size., The north-eastern sector of the field was coversd with ridge and furrow s
the ridges measuring sbout 209+, in width, Thers were several platforms in the
adjoiring field to the north, but these were not surveyed.

As all the platforms were roised, and several of them were seeh to have worked
sandstone embedded in them, it is reasonsble to assume that the last buildings
on the site were of stona. '

A good deal of uhstr&tified pottery was found on the surf'ace of the field,
most of it 18th century. - However there were several sherds of 16th century pot
and four small medieval sherds,

Tt is hoped to apply this very Successful method of surveying to several cther
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suspected settlements in the ares, notably those ot Heath and Cold Weston. A
preliminary excavation of the site at Abdon is to be undertaken next Easter.

Re Te Rowleys

WOMBRIDGE PRTIORY. WoE

The Ministry of Works is now co&siderihg on application for permission toraze the
ronaining  portich of Wombridge Priory in order to build a Housing Estate.

Wombridge lles between Hadley and Oakengates in an area of 1ncreas1ng
urbanisation.

A housing Estate has already been built up to the original econfines of the
Pricry, on its Scuth side. The ocrea undsr discussion consists of Wombridge Farm
and its outbuildings. The Form is early 19th Century and has been unoceoupied
flor some time.

Trombridge Pricory was an Augustinian foundation and its building was bhegun
in 4430, The Cartulary has recently been bought by the British Museum.
It was never as important as the neighbouring Lilleshall Abbey and apparently lost
whet importaonce it had as it is recorded that at the time of the dissoliétion, it
had only cne Pricr on its strength.

The site of the Priory is biseceted by the modern Wombridge Road. On the
Nerth side lies Wombridge Church, which was rebuilt in 1870. In the graveyard
of the Church is an overgrown mound of stone and rubble which is thought to be the
site of the original Lady Chapel of the Priocry Church. Excavation in 183
revealed an Altar and a Piscing. Ths conly item recently identifiable in thse
rubble was a doorway.

On the South side of the road lies the farm which is to be demolished. Here,
the remains of the Priory consist of interrupted courses of squared stone which have
been incorporated into a lorge barn. The courses of stone rise to a height of
four and six feet. The barn is at present entirely £illed with strips of tin-
foil stored by the Government since the last War when they were used as an anti-
Rader devices. There is also in another part of the farm a length of stone wall
rising to o height of about 12 feet, and with a rudimentary buttress on one side.

A large piece of heavy cornice was recently found with carving in bas-relief of
a. sub~human head with large esrs and is lying in the courtyord.

A new sewer was recently being laid from the road into the farm courtyard.
At a depth of nine feet the workmen discoversd what they described as a stone street.
This floor consisted of stone slabs, one of which measured 20 by 23 inches square
and 7 inches deep. hiis floor is certainly below the level of the remaining
buildings of the Priory and since it lies in the position of the Priory Church,
could be the floor of ths Crypt. A seorch was made for finds both in the bottonm
of the ditch and alsc in the soil excavated by the Bull-dozer, Many bones were
found from animals, including a sheep's skull, two glazed tiles, two primitive
nails, two fragments of red pottery which had been very inexpertly turned on a
wheel and somewhat incongruously a fragment of moulded cornice of probable Tudor
dates

Je Gask.

MORTARTUM FOUND AT ELIERTON,

An intact Mortarium has recently been turned up by the plough at Ellerton.
Bllerton lies two miles south of Hinstock and is on the line of the Roman road
from London to Chester after it left Watling Street at Pennocruciume

The farmer, Donald Cartwright, of Ellerton M3ill, was ploughing in July, 199k,
and turned up the Mortarium with the front wheel of his tractor. The Mortarium
was intact and was in no way damaged!l " The field had not been ploughed within
living memory, but gbout twe feet of the top soil had recently been pushed awsy
by & bull-dozer, in order to £ill up an o0ld sand=-pit. It is therefore probable
that the Mortarium was lying about three fest below the surface of the ground before
disturbance. No other finds have been previously reported from this field or
ared.s The farmer reports that he 2lso dug up with the plough a "number of lumps
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of sandstone fock".

The finding of the Mortarium 4id not become known to us until October of 1964, P,
when it was oo late to do muech about it as the figld had already been seeded. A
search of the whole area of the field showed o great meny fragments of modern

pottery and one very small fragment of grey potiery with comb mearkings which did
appesr to be Romen. ‘ ' . :

- The Mortarium is a warm pink terra-cotts in colour. It is intact apart from
‘& hole which has been worn in the bottom of the bowl from the continued use of the
restle. The rim is very fully curved. ' - The potter's mark is unfortunstely
undecipherable. _ ' :

Dre.Graham Webster very kindly gave his opinion from a drawing of the Mortarium
that was sent to hime He said that it belonged to the Sscond half of the Second
Century and was probably of local manufacture. He confirmed that the small grey
sherd was Roman but virtually undotecble.

The site of the find is only about 200 yards from the course of the Roman road
‘and i s overlooking a small stream. There is no indication ot the moment whethsr
the Mortarium aond the piece of pottery were casual discards from travellers along
the road or whether they will prove to be the clues to = more settled habitation.

D.Benthan and J.Gask. |

HEN DOMEN, MONTGOMERY, 4965.

The sezson's work at Hen Domen produced the plans of more small buildings
on the bailey rampart, including thot of a round tower ot the junction of the rampart
and the motte ditch. The large pit, which was emptied %o & depth of 20 feet,
proved to be a cess-pit on deep~litter prineiples, from the filling of which a
number of interesting leather and wooden objects were recovereds A small sherd
of developed Stamford were waos the most notable pottery f£ind.

Pcﬂ.a Bq

WALL PATNTINGS AT.THE OLD MILL HOUSE, ALBRIGHTON.

The Obd Mill House stands just off the Holyhead Road (790054). Tt is a brickm
built house incorporating stonework, some timber framing and oubtsize bricks from
earlier structures. It stands eway from the mill race, and it is doubtful if it
has ever contained milling mochinery. Tt would seem likely that it was built after
the demolition of the watéer mill house. T '

The painted room, which measures 13ft. 2in. by 10ft. 3in. is on the ground
Tloor in the eastern corner of the house. The paintings were uncovered when oak
panelling was removed. The oak panelling is still on the site and was obviously -
brought to the house from another building. -Apparently nothing has been painted
or plastered on top of the paintings. The paintings are done on %" of white lime
plester, ahd no decoration of any sort is visible underneathe They must Have been
either the original decoration of the room op alternatively, they could have been -
added during a perticularly thorough re~decoration, involving complete replacement
of plaster. The eomposition of the plaster is very similar to that in the other
ground floor rooms which bears many coats of paint and distemper.

The dominant feature of the paintings is a pattern of flowers on spiky stems
which form a network covering all of the walls. In the gaps in this network,
on & grey background, are series of scenes of eountry 1ife. Among the subjects are o
woman chasing o fox from her cottage, a house or church in thestyle of the Kremlin,
brown and blue birds, swans, deer, cows, peacocks, doves and dogs. Above the fire-
place was a scene around a lake, though this fe?l from the wall clmost as soon as
the panelling was removed. There is o great vitality about the paihtings, '
porticularly about some of the plants, and this might be compared to the wall
papers of C.F.h.Voysey. Draughtsmanship is poor however and might almost be the
work of o child. - - ' :

The decdration might well be suitable for a nursery, though it may be doubted
whether there would be sufficient space for a ssparate nursery in a house of this size.




-7

Paintings arc ¢learly visible only on two walls of the roome On the out-

ggﬁde walls the paint is severely faded and on the wall above the fireplace much of

the plaster has fallen away.

The house is at present the property of Mr.GeReRoberts of Pattingham, who is
carrying out an extensive reconstruction and moay decide to live thereh himself.
It is his intention to retain the wall on the 3W side and preserve the painting,
but the holf-timbered woll on the NW side 4is in o shoky condition and it will
probably not be possible 1o save the paintings on it.

The paintings have been photographed both in colour and black and white.

BiSiTrinder.

A considerable amount of moterdal submitted has had to be left out of this
issue of the Newsletier on grounds of shortage of spacse A further issue will
appear early in the new yeare
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“VICTORIA TORITY HICRER%.

The volume containing histories of parishes in the ancient Hundreds of Ford ‘
and Condover (v.C.H, Salop vol viii Y has now gone to the printers and should
be published in oot F8 months time. The following parished are covered :-
Condover Hundred : Acton Burnell, Berrington, Condover, Cound, Uressage,
Frodesiey, Heriey, Kenley, Leebotwood, Longror, Pitchford, Church Preen, Pulverbatc
Ruckley & Langley, Smethcott, Stapleton, Woolstaston. - - :

Pord Hundred;- Alberbury, Cardeston, Ford, Habberley, Minsterley, Pontesbury,

WesHEury.

Work ih now in progress on Vol ii, a 'general' volume which will contain articles
on Religious Houses, Parlismentary History, Endowed Grammar Schools, Sport and
Population.

A. Gaydon.

OFFA ANTIQUARIAN SOCIETY.

LLANYMYNECH HITL, Montgomeryshire SJ. 266222,

Copper/Bronze Age Burial Mound, Ysgwennant Denbighshire. 87,189305.

Previous Report in Newsletter Wo. 25. ‘ o

Excavation continued in 196k and 1965. There were no finds in 1964 2nl the only
Find in 1965 was an unstratified flint implement having a great resemblance to a
Gravettian point (of. K.B.Oakiey : Man the Tool~maker  B.i. 1950 Fig. 2LDb pl.58)
Dr Savory considers that it might be Mesolithic.  Excavation will continue in

19664

W.lay.

" In old mine-workings leading fram the Ogof.. ( 'Ogof ' is Welsh for cave)
s party of schooclboys found a hoard of 35 silver denarii on 11th of November
1565 « They were sent to Mr. G.C. Boon of the. National Museum of Wales who reporte:
that the were struck between 31 B.C and 149/50. A.D.’ The hoard contained the
following ;- Republic 4. Vitellius 1. Vespasian 1, Titus 1 Damitian 2 Nerva 4.
Trajan 11. Hadrisn 14. Antoninus Pius 2. Faustina (1) 1. Marcus Aurelius 1.
Mr Bpon said that this represented aproximately a month's pay for a soldier.
At the inquest at Oswestry on 16th December 1965 the coins were declared "treasure
trove™ . The Ogof iz less then a quarier of a mile outside the Shropshire boundary

L ‘Wl‘ Day,

EXCAVATIONS AT guoncraoms.s MOATED KANCR HOUSE. 0.8. 129. 51,5890, September 1965

ai4e. - The manor house at Thonglandgs is surrounded by a- olrcular moat, which
has 1becn partiaily infilled on ihe eastern side. Documentary sources indicate
that there was a grange and a hsmlet here during the middle ages, and when the
Parm building were re-constructed in the mid 19th century several skeletons were
uncovered in the farm yard. It is thought that thesc were associated with an
early chapel which stood’ there, and the 0.8. six inch mep marks the farm yard as
the site of the chapel. In addition the field lying to the north of the house
has several pronounced earthworks with ridge and furrow representing the fossilize
open f£ield system. : - A

Purpose of excavation. Tt was hoped that a section across the moat would revesl
STratified vottery which would give a chronology of occupation for the site.

T+ was. also hoped that such a section would: give some indication of the original
function of the moat.. It was far from clear if the moat served a defensive
function, or was created in the late 16th century by the Lacon family as a plece
of landscapinge ' -

Methed of éxcavation. A four foot section was extended across the moat at the

S outl western corner, where it lies nearvest to the house. The ditch infilling
was a hesvy black silt, which made excavation difficult as water continually drair
ipto the section. Parent material of sandy loam was reached at @ depth of five .
feet at the centre of the section and at a depth of two feet at either end. '
The meat was found to be U shaped with a pebble revetment on the western side.




J_-un¢overea by the writer is appended.

S.H.L. 2.

THONGLANDS . L

It was impossible to follow this as it extended” ‘nto a hedge. Although
large quantities of modsrn pottery were found, no sherds of any antiquity
were uncovered. Three complete earthervware Jars, about 8 ins in height were
recoversd. ‘ _ :

After this negative result it was decided to strip part of one of the earth-
works in order to determine their nature. A 20 foot square covering the
corner of one mound was stripped. Parent materisl was reached at about 12
ins. without uncovering any structures except & small area of locsely bedded.
stones. Again no pottery of any antiquity was uncovered, although 3 pieces of
worked flint were found lying immediately above the.parent materiala. . . One of
the pieces had been finely fashioned and seems to have been a seraper.

deposited in the museun at Ludlow, .. o o

Conclusionsi~ That the moat was subject to rapid silting aided by refuse
deposited fram the house and that it h=d been thoroughly scouned within the
last century. . Continuous occupation of the site has meant that the moat was
veriodically cleared; and that future attempts to date moated farmhouses should

- Several other worked flints have been flound in the neighbourhood, they are

. be confined to deserted gites, or to sites which have been less. disturbed.

Shortage of time did not eneble further investigation of the earthworks,
a}though3it:&oeg seen. probable that they do not contain any building structure.

R.T. Rowley, -

DESERTED SETTLEMENTS IN SOUTH SHROPSHIRE.

e e e

In the past year severszl new sites have been upcovered - notably a small
hamlet centred on.the Prior of Werlock's hunting lodge at Oxerbold. 0.8. 129
595920,  In 1250 Henry III ordered the Prior to demolish the houses he had
recently erected at Oxenbold which lsy within the Royal Forest, It is obviocus

“however, from later rentals that if the township was ever destr:yed it was

later rebuilt, = The settlement was properly :deserted due to farm rationalisation
in the early 16th.century. . o SR '

The isolrted farmstead at Great Oxenbold contains scme medieval tracery, and

in the aajacent fields are the remains of a large fishpord, several sunken roads
with a number of indistinet house platforms. There is also extensive ridge and
furrow. L _ : . S

Dogumentary research has confirmed the-initial assumption-that ‘here were no
sudden desertiongs in South Shropshire, and that the present settlement. pattern

of nucleated villiages and isolated farmsteads hag resulted fream protracted

shrinkage’ of numerous smell hamlets.

It is hoped that a ?u;l accpunt on deserted setﬁléments in Shropshire will be
ready for the next report a preliminary list of abendoned and shrunken .sites

R.T. Rowley. |

_DESFRTED AND SHRUNKEN SETTLEMENTS IN SOUTH SHROPSHTRE. ALl on 0.5.129. Lo,
" Preliminary list. - .

Abdon. 575865. D.M.V. As. - Holdgate. 562898. U.S. M. (R.F.).

Ashfield. 588895 D.M.V. B. Hudwick., 628926 DV, 2. o

Baucott. 54087. U.3, B,  Kinson. 576821, D.LV. Cove

Bockleton 578854s D.M.V. 2, | - Langley. 488805 'U.8.. Cov.

The Bold. 642848, D.M.V. Larfen ( Upper ) 56893k. . D.ML.V. .
. an : ' Larden ( Lower ) 2. .. U.

Bradley 595950, .G.R. 2 _ | - T
Breoncroft. 545868. TU.5. Cov. Lemton. -514838. U.8. Cov.’

‘Burley. 480810. D.M.V. Cov, ) .Mgrston._532§62.‘IDTMfV. B, .,
Cold Weston = 522830, D.M.V. A. 3-ﬁi,llljic_hope _ E .-'-U S
‘ B . i . . ‘?. oWelt . [ .
Cold Green. 595830 DV, Hughale. 614940, DJiV. 9. -
(Leverdgrene) - 3 (Monkhall ) 7 o
COI‘fhE‘IA’J 526850- D.i‘f.[-v. .A. : Ne.w_ton ’ 590821. D.M..V.. '.
Coryehill 575920. DM.V. (RF) P  wornoott. 566857.  V.S. D.
- (Carpisld.y 7 Oxenbolds 595920  A. (F.P.) (R.T.)
Corve(-j -595_%36- D..V. P, Patton 586950 DJM.V. M. (F.F.)
crve arn ] ’ ro
. Petelie - DaMa¥. Y.
Derrington. 607508. U.S. C. Poston. (Groater) 549824. DLV, O.

Hea‘th; 566855 o DMLV, Apl- (R.FP ) Ruckley. 2{.81801{_. : D-L‘iuV. COV'
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_DESFROED AND_SFRUNIGEN SETTLEMENTS TN SOUTH SHROESHIRE.

Ruthail 549824, D.M.V. Ce Sutton ( Little) 514825. V.S. (p)
Shipton L63919 V.S. A . Thonglands 7 54,9890 V.S. (0) (R.F.)
Sidnall 644902 DMV, 7. Tugford ( Little) D..V. Cove (C)
. Siefton - L485830. - V.S. Cov. Upton Cressett =~ 655925, D..V. Cova (c)
Skinblescott. 59692. % Witchoot 534818, DILV. (C).
(Kinblescott) The Yelde. 521820, V.5. 7.

Sphrohford 496830 DMLV, Cove (R.F.). (Lydehole)

?eser‘ted Medievel Village Standard Abbreviations.

D‘ivI.V. Any site with evidence of former village status but now possessing only
: e farm and/ or Manor ( with -or without church & parsonage )

V.8 Very shrunk: now having more than six houses or fewer aséminé evidende
. either fran documents or ground that is was much larger. ‘

M. Migration to new site. c '

G For Medieval Grange.

FP. Fishpond.

RF. Ridge and Furrow.

A;‘chaeological Classificatitn .
Awy  Execellent ( Very good pattern of roads end crofts with hotse sites visible

A, Very good pattern of roads and crofts, but no house sites vigible.
B Mediwm Good street or streets, but otherwise confused eartlworks,

C Poor. Vague bumps meking ; no cortain pattern: or' church or church ruins
: without visible esrthworks. T :

Do Nothing to see at all.

L. Now ploughed.

Cov. suffiently large modern farm OrF country~house & gardens to have
cbliterated a suspected site. :

U. Location unknown

V. Emperking meinly 17+th and 18th C.

THE RECCRDING OLD HOUSES GROUE.

The cbject of this group which was formed in 1965 is to recerd {principallly
in the form of measured pla.ns) those smaller houses in Shropshire which are
likely to fall down, be demolished, or altered beyond recognition.  Its
activities this summer are being concentrated on the area of Dawley New Town end
Shrewsbury. This Group would welomme new mexbers, who will not be expected to
possess and specialised knowledge. TFor further particulars please contact Alec
aydon, 26 Hereford Rd., Shrewsbury (Shrewsbury 31 60 ) who would also be glad
to receive information on houses in danger snywhere in the county. '

THDUSTRIAL ARCHAROLOGY .

A successful course was held at Attingham in April, students came - from a
wide ares, ranging from the Home Counties to the Nortn East of BEngland, )
4 second conference will be held ot Attinghem in 1967 to discuss the formation
of a publishing society to deal with the large smount of material which is
being prepared on Shropshire.

Publications 1966. |
Worman Mutton, Charlcote Furnace 1733 - 1779. Histericaliletallurgy Group
Bulletin. No. 6. Jan 1966. |

W. Howard Willisms, The Tnclined Planes of East Shropshire. Industrial
Archaeology. vol. 2. no. 3. 1966.

W, Howard Williams. The Botfields - Shropshire Magazine Dec. 1965. Jan. 1966,
Trevor Rowley, Bouldon Furnace & Mill. Shropshire lagazine Feb. 1966.

Activity.

The “iztoricaliletallurgy Group continue their investigations into the furnaces
and forges of South Shropshire and are excevating at Bouldon Purnace. -
The Dawley Research Groun continue with the Dawley area with the widening field
which will involve Oakengates and Wellington., Extra volunbteers are urgently
needed. 0 help., The Group meets at the Reference Library, Shrewsbury, Qctober
to March on lMondays at 7.p.m.
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Mr A.P, Wallace of the_Sn;g;5y g%.jﬁ:¢, i
survey of the Shropshire WorkhbusbaW,4 _j~u:p. sy L
" lozn in 35.mm. black and white slides frém'mnpig:;LmQQ::WZLfmig“” D
Work is =gain commencing on Stirchley Furnace under Mr Denzil E oy ¥ DICHRELAIES
is again needed, for information apply to the Editor. C .
The Néﬁport-anai Group are endsavouring to enlish public support to save the
Newport Canal S - : L
EXCAVATIONS SUMIER 1966,

Wéeping Cross Prehistoric Site.

Excavation will take rlace on Tuesday and Thursday-evenings, Saturday afternoons
_gnd’evenings”and SundayugorgingS'(S,jO = 1,30 ) throughout the sunmer. Anyone
requiring further information sheuld. contact.Mr. W, E. Jenks, "Trevarriom!
Lengford Avenué, Upper Pulley, Bayston Hili. (Tel. . Bayston Hill h92),

Abdon Deserted Medieval Villiage, & R :

Work will continue on the following dates := June 18/19,  July 23/30/31,
August 20 - 28th.  Transport leaves the Priory Boys' School, Shrewsbury at

9. 30. a.m. R . ; . N R .
For details contact Trevor Rowley, 33 Upper Road, Meole Brace. Tel. Shrewsbury,
51193, - | e : . ; J .
Hen Dcménf.ngzﬁe & Bailey Castle, . ,

This year's excavation will take place from Monday August st to Sunday August
14th. PFurther details can be cbtained from Philip Barksr, . St.” George's

Square, Worcester. Tel. Torcester 26335, Anyone reguiring information dufing
the period of the excavation should contact Barrie Trinder, Flat 2. Abbey Fere-
gate, Shrewsbury, Tel. Shrewsbury 52310.

CONTRIBUTIONS. . o
Contributions for future issuss of the Hews Letter should be sent to the
Editor. at Flat 2, b2. Abbey Foregate, Shrewsbury, Co

Information sbiulkt finds and discoveries should zo to the Shrewsbury Borough
Mugeun. : - SRR e

INDUSTRIAL ARCHAECLOGY .
This is a repasat of the paragraph above which suffered from inking troubles
in.the duplicator. T ' S I o :

Mr. A.P. Wallace of the Shropshire Ehotogfaphic'Society'has completed a pictorial
survey of the Shropshire Workhouses and I'oorhousess This is now available on
loan in 35.mm. Ylack and white siides., s s

Work is again commencing on Stirchiey Furnsce under v Den®il Neil and help is
again needed, for further information apply to the Eﬂitor.“““':“w o

The Newport Canal Group are endeaveuring to enlist public support to save the
Newport Canal. o ' L ‘ :




