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A bulletin of news of archaco]oglca] and historic 1nterest. -
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1984 SUBSC?TPTION : e ) :
Members are remlnded ‘that {hoir suoécriptlons wore ldue on January‘lst’
. CU U Individual member's £6 00 "jf” v i e
Pt TR T i Ty members ' £7.00° t‘ﬁ" oy :
R R ) OVGI"SGQ“J melﬂDe‘l"S £7 00 BT B I A R 2 R PR ML S ISR AR T
Y '=A38001ate mombers 21, 00
Members who klndly pay 'their, subsoriptlons by bankers order are asked 'to ohéok that
the correct amount las "béen pald 1T not ‘would “your p)eaSo forward ‘the aﬂrears £6"
Mrs C. Carr Hon. Membershlp Secretary, S A S., 18 Kemps Lye Av.;”Shrowébury SYS 7QW
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Saturday May Zth Menbers are¥1nV1ted to attend the open 1ectures folloW1ng the
A.G. M. of ‘the Louncil for Br;t1sh Archaeology Group 8 2 30 p m fat College H111
House. “rhe SPeakers will be: 7 i ‘
David Hil1l: Redent work and thoughts on 0ffa's dnd Watt's’ kaes.""" o -'” f
Phlllp Barker Heu Domen._ (o o L L Fee 50p g J””i;F
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Saturday June ‘9th: 'Hlstory in tho Landsoape ‘around Farls Hlll" A 301nt fleld t
meeting with Pdnfesbury Teachers " Centre led“ by David ‘Pannett to lexplore the i
complldtion of a iatascape hlétory trali in‘an aieédalréddy ‘well’ appreciated for -
natural’ h1story "and’ conservatlon. H111 forts,'mlnes,‘medleval flelds, hedges and
village plans will b indluded;’ o b e '
Meet at Teachers' Centre Pontesbury (behind Branch ‘Library: ﬂear to Mary Webb"’i”{
Sohool) 2730 p.m. Cone’ prepared for rough dalklng (d mlles) aftér which tea wilk bt
be ?vallahle at the Centre. : v R Fee §0p *‘ i
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Annta] (éneral Meeting ‘i Satufday’ Juno’zsrd' 2.30 poil’ Coliege Hilll' Hous bt
followed by a lecture entitled: 'Ludlow 1n 10634 Comus yoar' by Dr. Dav1d Lloyd. SRR

Ch A R

Saturday July 7th: Pitchford Hall, a tour of interior and grounds Led by Madge Horan, |
Meet ‘entrance to Pitchford Hall hear church, “a't 2 30 pum, B Feé £3 (whlch “,
will 1ncludo tea) rior booklng is essentlal. REEEEE woi

I SCHTE K IPEES BT TPIE U SR AP A 2'; i,

Saturday September 15th Arohaeology aiong ‘thé” Upper Severn Vallby (1nolud1ng _
Dolforwyn Castle, Maesmawr Hall abd current excaVatlons at Caérsws)., ‘A'field 7" -
excursion in cars Ted by Chrls Husson . Meét 'Shitehall, Shﬁewsbury 10,30 A, or -0

WGlshpool Carpark tOHPlSL offloe 11 00 "{ff‘ ' Pee £o (includlng’tea,‘j",'ﬁi
payab]e on the day) | !M fich g . 1. ,:*!c( § F . .f-,; ,|ij{l ¥, AT
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The next indoor meeting will take place on, Saturday Qctober 13th at Béar Steps."
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Burther 1nformat1on can be obtalned from. ‘ a
SRt T Hon, ' Sécretary: Yvette Staolqns. Much Wenlocc 727773’“f1"f P
Meetlngs Secretary Dav1d Pannett. Shrewsbhry 850/94*”{“r:o”}'”“”
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Hen Domen, Montgomery (Powys) (1983)
Excavatilons were conducted Tor four Hee&s throughout July by tHe Unlver31tles
of Blrmlngham and Txetér. WO?k das darrled out in three areas“ o
1. THe Bailey" Tnterior i e itn
(a) More structurdl’ features’ of’ Builiing LIIT Were revoaled “This bu1ldlﬁg, méasUrlng
solie ‘5, 0m x 6. Om, Wwas defined’ by'ir egular Lines’ of’émall postuholes on''the ‘horth and
south. Tha stiudtival dvideiice For the ‘edst and west Walls was' less ‘complete, the
post-holes extending only half the length of the building. An internal partitiody =
excavated in 1982, may represent one side of a cross passage beyond which the build-
ing was of a different construction. Three clay filled pits inside the east wall were
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excavated. They had no obv1ous funct:on qnd may Qave rgsulted from the dlgglng out -
of timbers, or were, alternatively abort;vb DPost-pits. for the east wall oﬁ the 1aterA.f4
building (XLVIII) on the same site. A sub~rectangu1ar area (2.0m X 1.5m) WLthln ,;f,;,J
building LIII containing large stones was not understood. It may bé "a much deeper
feature which subsequent .excavation will reveal further. = .

{b) Building LIII had a possible entrance on its west side, wthh was 51tuated
immediately next to the posts of the suggested granary (XXXVIII) excavated.in. previous,,
years. There is no.doubt that the, (7). granary, vwag . standing when LITI was 1n use, and S
it now seems likely that the twelve posts of, the (’) granqyy cqrrled a structure o
suff1c1ently high off the ground to allow access beneath it. _This would help explain
the massiveness of its foundations, which were Set in PObt pltS cut up to to a metre
into the natural boulder clay. It would also. explaln why the posts of the (?) granary
were apparently surrounded by . washdoyn of 511t§ from hlgher up, the, slope. .. ,
(¢c) Building LIII. QCcupled a clay, platform Whlch confo;mcd rougnly,.but not exactly,{
to thesplan of, the. bu;ldxng. The post»ho]eb of the east gnd yest walls 1ay off the .. o
platform, those of the north vall were coincident with it, while those of the souith
wall lay within the edge of the platform. Excavation revealed that the platform had
been built for an earlier structure (LIV). bittle survived of this except a pebble
surface,; areas of burning and, charcoaL, and a llght tlmber revetment (of which bt
fragments of carbonlsqd woad,gemalned in. 51tu) to the platforw along 1ts south edge. o
The need for this platform was didtated by the sharp downward slope of th

tbe 31te at o
this point, and:at the north end of the platform much clay remalns 0. be, remoye in 7
future excagatlon.
(d) To the north-west of LIII + LIV and immedlately behind the rampart a dark brown
layer of .soil and small -stones was partially removed, The top of this layer, which has
undergone sope exgavqt;qq in. prev19u§ seasons , comprlses cccupatlog debris in addlthng
to the remaing of, the pnemcastge plough soil, qnd otlher, $3lts washed down from hlgher“A;
up the slope. of,xhe balley.,The lower p};ts of theilayer oomprlse plough soll in .sitn
which was not removed by the builders of the flrst cast e,iItgextends riqr'thv.ra,ms;_!_;Zzl‘J
beneath: the anexcavated, rampatt oo Lo . . - '
(e) qu,posp Pits.9f the noyth w@ll;of thq‘(?) granqpy were revealed by phe operatlon,
described in, (d) and were excavated. Thess provéd to be shallower than thqse excavated4
in previous years. Since they were down slope from the latter it would appear that the
builders of the, (?)1granary daliberately sought.to make the ground-fast bases of thg
structure: as=1bvel as p0331b1e. Ihe,pottoms.of the two post, plts excavated 1n 1983
were level to within a margin of 0.10m,
1T, The Bailey Rampavt .. .. i oo ion g Cin e S ”.‘”
Two areas, of the’ boulder clay rampart ers, repeaﬁed]y tpowelled in- the hope of
revealing further 'structural features of thq dcfenceﬁ An_area in. the northwgst of the]
excavated area proved to be barren. The bulb of the rampart by the bailey entrance
produced only tworguccebslve!p oSt s;tt%ngs,!ln yiew of thc Low prodqct1v1ty of thlS b
work, future examinagion.of the, dqfence§ myust, lnvolve d;smantllng of the rampart on. a
larger scale. Immedlﬁtblyrbehlnd the rampart a dep081t of large stones 1n a dark.black '
soil 1ayer was -revealed. . Thls layer, which conta1n§ consxderable quantltles of,an;mg e
bones, was left Tor future excavation, and ifs relationship With the rampart matéblalf;
and the eroded buried soil which extends behind is as yet not understood. o

III, The Inner Bailey Diteh ., .. ..:.v T HE ) S DY
"Two sections were cut across the difen =~ 0 T v ol
a) at the eastern extremity of the waterlogged area which was partlally examined in
1982. This cutting provided.a fu;the:'prqflle of the defences . as wcl] as a further
sample of waterlogsed finds. (§ee bquW).\ i
b) 1mmed1ately outside the bulb of the rampart overlooklng the balley entrance, Thls
cutting was intended to establish whether the existing causeway which ¢rosses the .
ditch is of medieval or modern origin. It became clear that it consists-of -silt washed
through the bailey entrance, and perhaps sculpted by;a farmer to, prov1de §331er et
access., The. latest .surface within the underlyipg dJLoh was revqaied and ,one- tlmber
slot excavated at the fooq of the rampart slope.. Thls s]ot contalugd mqny 1ron nalls,lu
suggesting the re-use of a leber here which already contained them. It wpqld,appear :
that this, ditch was crossed by a timber bridge, as. Was, the motte dlt q n vlew of the>
smalL area.of the“excavatlon,,whlch was . resbrlcted furthar by exten31ve ¢ree roqts, 1t

was de01ded to.deave the underlytng deposlts untll ;the, entrapce apeq qgn be exgavated
___“_t_o;'i&“); ” g £ Prneondas wh . Pobvad oy e ?.,'ﬂf.',’.:‘jlf’ S I S RIEREY I 3
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. o
The Finds
{a)  The excavation confirmed the existing impression that the early levels' of ‘the
bailey,contain. few artefacts.: There.is very:1ittle pottery, 4 few iron constructlonal
~and horseshoe nails, and.some-animal bones.’A small iron knife’ came from the buildlng
platform of LIIT; and.an arcowhead. from: the buried soil:revealed:behind’ the' rhmpart.
. This evidence suggests that the early occupants had only a- few simple posse831ons
which vere:essentially: utilitarian. « i R R A :
(b} .The waterlogged- deposits in the. bailey dltch produced complementary @vidence to
that from the-bailey, though again. the quantity of' finds-was small: These 1nclnded a
wooden shovel blade in fine condition, part of a pegged plank and part of ‘a wooden
bearing with wooden roller,
{(c} A wooden tub recovered from the wet ditch’ 1n 1982 1s now undergo;ng dendro-z
i ichrondlegibal datink at . Shbfffbld'UHlVéPSity. L b
(d): 1Two ipréserved : post bases: framovhe : (?) granary have been suhject 'to carbon
ifourteen: assay at Blrmxnghan Uanéfslﬁy,‘Wlﬁh the following ﬁesulcs Lob de e
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~i ;i{The stratigraphy. of the siterstrongly suggests ‘that the '(?) ‘granary was a primary
bulldlng iof, the icastle The nev levidencd from-the radiocarbon datés sugdest either
that the building is a pre-conquest survival, which seems' extremelytuinlikely, or’
that the dates are from re-~used timbers. It will be remembered that preserved timber
of Bridge t from the motte dltCh a]so appears to have buen rchused (Blnker and’ ngham
,‘-982,, S1de v ceneniin aae b j:'i P T S P S S TR
« Publication Progress L.wmz.'h?f ATENVL et s st g i o
The,first wvolume. of the.final: publlcatlon has beenfpubllshed sihoe the: 1982 ‘sea&oh.
Hen;Domen, Montgomeny. &: A TimberiCastle on the: Englhish-Welsh Border, Vol, 1 by Phlllp
it Barker. and. Robent, Hlﬁham wasﬂpubllshgd an; 1982nby~The Royal: Archaeo]oalcal Instltute
(1SBN, 0;903986 10 8) . 't ok ?,ut Gd eateE o i boats SRR
soAckpowledgements | aivin v waidesond G3non o e L b fﬂiﬂ" SR
The writers, would like. to. thank all: Mho a851sted »especially Sean' Goddard, Jeremy
Barker and Christopher Kelland, The University of Birmingham admlnlstered the two—
week training school. The University of Exeter loaned much equipment, &% wgll as.
pmaking a. - substantial finaneial:granti:The:Tanner family of Montgonery prOV1ded
wisvaried and.invaludble help: i Finallyiwe. aré\gratefuliito the oimer of the' site, -
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wMr.John- Walnwr;éht for hlS contlnulng encourdgement.- ”*5‘i~
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P.A.Barker; om0 oon s Dnad denrs o PLORRA 'ngham; F J‘;:‘”i; ‘ i/
- Depta Extra- Hural Studles, ”:J1ﬂ~ﬂ=5 wihcDepty of Hlstory’&’Archaoology,
UanGPSltY'Of Blrmlngham.n‘w~.w S S UnlveP51ty of Exetar, i e
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THE WORK OF LOCAL GROUPS
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Whitchurch Arca Archasological Group (up to January 1934) R
Archaeology e SUTROLEEY

In October 1983 the Whitchurch group appointed Nlck Wood as the Organlslng ‘
Secretary to the Archaeology SGCtLQH, with'a View to org n1$1ng ééme“small "“E"
iexcavatlond. “]*.3 cr Bt el oo, b s e pd omE ol HJ-(\ vk
‘Photographs - cpodmtisitn gn !i’.:‘ i ‘ coe 8 _

The group now das acollection of: 600 photographs, mostly negatlves, and’thei
collation and indexing of these has been completed. _ o -
o ¥igits and Leotures 1 o e soe fenfl il ol Teand o AL IR RSt

The group continues to have a varied progranme of v131ts and lectures and’ has
made;, some interesting findsy notably:~ .- ¢ «hift vy a3l Cer T ””T'i *“*

,,I)f[The site of;"The. 01ld Eagles™. Watergate,sdatudato at lTeast 1400

. 2) .The, 014, G&rabe, High Strect.dated.to- ci450, p0831bly called “lhe West Hall"

in’ the late 16th century, near Yardingtom, - . RN
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ShropshxchQQunty MuaeumrSerVAQe s#oRecent: AbCessions o il
SAcguantityvof stray finds and:other archaeologlcal ‘material ‘have beén,chahnelled to
" poth Ludlow and Much Wenlock Museum in the past year.: A-short noté on géné-of ‘the *

most interesting discoveries follows -




4. ,'

~Neolithiec Stone Axe . : - ¢ .o T e gan o T R TR
Pean A gomplete polished stone axe discovered. at Cotton Farm, near Stoke-on-Trent was’

.rpio Gonated, to. Much Wenlock Muscum,: in November 1083, (accession number 35/82)r§THi§*is a
. remarkably, fine: specimen. belonging to a group. of: large:implements' known typologically
- as,!Cumbrian': axes. Macroscopic. analysis.by Professor Shotton (West Midlands repre-
sontative of the CBA Implément Petrology), has, confirmed. that! this is'a’ Group VI’
spgcimgg,7Qriginatingwfrom;the,Lake;District.uA.full~report‘on'this-and#other P

i‘h'um?rignnges from, the Welsh Marches has been completeéd:fér publication {Darvill’
and Staelens, forthcoming),. TR L B R It I U S R R I RIPET LY
' N TS N SRt '.‘;z"f.'ih-’;

Medieval Bronze Buckle from Much Wenlock ;.. «; ...~ it i Brbenl L
A metal detector enthusiast has presented- a.small buckle found.dt. thé Bull ! Ring,Much
Wenlock, to the museum for identification:(accession.number-42/83). The buckle is
bronze with ag,ifqnupin,(now.missing).‘It,iﬁjawlate?medieyal‘type-used:for»generél
fastening purposes and occasionally for securing plate-armour, (for example, as
depicted on the effigy of Thomas Beauchamp; Farl.of Warwick died 1439, in St. Mary's
Church, Warwick), Similar buckles in the Museum of London collection, have been found
with portions of ornamental leather strapstattached (se¢¢ London Museum Medieval
Catalogue 4th impression 1975 p.197 and pl.LXXV.).. Bucklds arc Hotoriously difficult to
‘ﬁﬁpq, however this:exémplc»is.typologically«late=15th;cehtury-orrlater;HThefbuck}é is
noy, in the {inder's possession.. . ': . vi:inn oo 1o S I R AR
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A late Bronze Age socketed axe head found at Tetchill near Ellesmere may be' a unique
discovery in the county, {accession number 17/83). This artefapc{was”reccvéreﬂ“hith a
. portion ofy haft still lodged/iwithin: the: socket: Itiis a remarkable 'survival’ due:t'!
o iventirely to, the waterlogged pety context: in which it was found.: Tt 1s unfortimate
;pthapjthefWOgd»waau$u536§u9ntly?éllbwed?tdfdécay»ahd~hence-coﬁld}ndtlbé}snienfifi¢élly
examined. However, this find does serve to indicate the sort of archaeslogicall '
discoveries which may be found in the north Shropshire wetlands. Spfeiyﬂthi§”aréaﬁmust
be,.seen ggza;tegipn;oftthe~countyiyith;enorméusiarchaeélogicalibo%éntial{flVﬁff”ﬁ'
T T B I P N TR USRS YT SIS RPR S PR IR I EVA UL DT SR SEETE B O I PRI s B P ATRREL R
Iron Age Bead ... :. . A b e
A smgl@;gl@ﬁs,bag@}foundwgt{Kynnerslpthamp?waswpasséditovthe County- Museum Séirvide
for idgnpif@gatiqnw(aocession;number52§/83).~The;bead¢isgofu'Oldbury'ftype% It'is‘blue
glass decorated with trailed andhmavereduopaque?whiterspiralsc-Itfcannot“be”clbséiy
dated since such ornamental artefactstoften continued in use for centuries;'(for'f
example, .a re-used.Iron. Age bead now-in the Ashmolean Museun)i Oxford, once-formed ‘part
of an AﬁgIOLSaXOHunqulace,frgm“Duqklington). With regard.te: dating, a-similapviv !
'0ldbury! type;bead was excavated at the Breiddin hillfort, Powys, and assigned to the
ist century B.C. - 1st century A.D. The Kymnersley bead has been returned to the

IRET I "{e'i'.??',;, PR
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finder. T e S B F I )
Yvette Staelens, Curator, Much Wenlock Museum.
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Kirik, R.1ﬁhaiShppp;hine¢WgyurThprnhill Press, 1983 -£2.780 e nel v o dd et i i
‘ The Shropshire Way is a series of linked rambles around the county.’ ‘Apavt: from
its primary object of guiding walkers, the book is full of charming pen sketches of

landsogpes ,and buildings: which will. appeal equally to. armohair hikersiio o7

. . T
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Edwards, J.F. Shropshire and the North Welsh Borders: walks for motorists,:Warhe’, 1983
?E,Z.’:SO.?.?:, B Y N IR T SR I SR SRt /1 R TR ST AR HAN LA S ok R SO VR I ELAR - e

. The ma jority of the 30 walks in this book: are’in ourcounty. They range in-"
length between 282 . and 0. miles,i but, most are’ around . § miles*lbngz‘Dibéctibns‘hre
nelear,, but,the bookA1a¢ks&the=illustrations:andainterestiﬁg\notesUOf*Kirk‘s‘bbok.

Sy

1t may, however, take you to places you would not:otherwise find, -
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Morriss, R.K. Railways of Shropshire. Shropshire Libraries, 1983 £2,20 c
This is the first history of all the county's varied railways from pre-steam

days to date., It is illustrated by 32 .illustrations.and 4'maps, The’duthor has based

his;work. on mapyscript.records and contémporary newspaper acdounts ds well as"edrlier
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%Eusefully undertaken.’
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K Ledn), ‘Pl A A-puide’ to St Peter's’ ‘chirch,’ Stantou Lécj f@SgF(0296fpbet'free f%om‘,

P. Kleln,’32 Corve Sti, Ludlow, SYo- IDA)
" One’ of Shr0psh1re s most 1ﬂteresting parlsh chhrohes 1s descrlbed in thlS new

111ustrated gulde.‘”* Lot Peledis

R TR . T R .
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Ward, A.W. The bridges of Shrewsbury. Shropshlre lerarles, 1983 (reprlnt of 1935
publtoaLLon) £3.95,

A.W.Ward was the enlightened Borough Surveyor of Shrewsbury in the 1nter—war
years duvlng which tlme he was respon31ble for' presePV1ng many eleménts of traditional
“tolinscape” When” ‘other “towns 'and” oities wére belng Jnsen51t1vely modernlsed. He was

“responsib]e‘for the rebuild:ng of"the' Engllsh Bridee,,”a ost 1mpre531ve undertaklng

which is’ reeo?ded in"this paperback réprlnt Detalled Histories of ‘the 'old. and new
Welsh'and Engllsh brloges a1e disg’ oonta;ned 1n th1s deflnltlve 111ustratod book whlch

has long been out of print, * *°H

Philpott, B.,M. A name, a man, a house. 1983 (&1 20 poet free from Mrs B M Phllpott,

3 Mofnlng%on ‘Close, Shrewsbury ),

' This'is'a brief hlet01y of Oakley Manor, a handsome house in Belle Vue,’=,,
Shrewsbuzygand the area 1mmed1ately around it drs Phllpett has pleced together .
ah 1nteﬁest1ng accouiit ‘of How part 6f Suburban Shrewsburv was’ developed in the

ninetesnth century.

T T G L P B 1 S T

Newport | Shropshire, ‘Past ‘and Plesent s e

T Mrs Anm Warner ha§‘colleoted hundreds of photographs, postcards and old prlnts
of Newport and surtbunding v111ages ‘contributed by families long establishéd in the
district, and from them has compiled a record of old Newport with modern photographs
Juxtaposed in many oaseé t‘“‘lluStrqté changeé An 1ntroductlon by Mr Elkes and
explanarory captions add groatly td’lts ‘interest. -
L Local “tradespeople ‘are 'show afd 'well-Khown local famllles but  the 1nterest 1s
much wider than that as one can trace the development of transport and ohanglng street
scenes, developments ‘it ‘éducatiol afid ‘agriculture, ‘récreation ‘and fashion. National
events are seen to touch the town - the Golden and Diamond Jubllees of Queen Vlotorla
and two ladies are shown en fete for the r&Lisr of Mafeklng therary interest is

“drouséd by’a Self portrait of" Sarah Parker'rthe orlwlnal of Mlss Hthsham whose

pathetid 'story “Charles Dickens  héard lof when he’ staﬁod in the town. 'Some’ early 19th
century prints are reproduced and the earliest pho*ogr phs ‘are pre 1859 ‘

' The standard of - printing and- reproduotlon is ‘high and the ‘whole makes a very
attractive book. It is printed by the Advertiser Prlntlng Works, Newport., All prooeods
from sales of thé book are to go o Newport High School For. Glrls ‘of which Mrs Warner
is Deputy Headntistress . Coples at’ £? ar obtalnable'dlreot Fro the HeadmlstréSS,'
Newport ‘High School, Wellington' Road Newport, Shropshlre (postage and packlpg 40p’
extra). They are also on sale at many 1ocal outlets, 1nc]ud1ng Shropshlre Publlc .
Libraries. ‘
Handbook of Shropshire, Archibbldgy’ ~ i i et d Yol

“The  compilation of a Handbook of the county s archaeology is nearlng completlon,
and it is hoped that the first issue will appear sho;tly. The Handbook is to be
published by the County Museum Service and is edited by Yvette Staelens. The aim of
this publication is to make available details of as many sources and resources for
research into the archaeology of ohropshlre as is p0381ble. Burther, it 1s 1utended
that for thé first timé sush’ 1nforMat10n wxll be' drawn’ together under one cover, thus
aiding future development’ and’ reséabch’ into Shropsiite's past.

The Handbook will incorporate details of': 100&1 societies concerned with -
archacology, museuns with arohaeoioglcel oollectlohs, adblt education and basic’ .
intoriation on'research’and’ f1e1dvork’ in the county. The first issue 'indludeés’ a’
Wroxeter bibliography compiled by Dr. Grabam Webster.”Th“’lnitlal handboolc is an
experiment. It is ant101pated that foture iséues will improve upon the first' and
that it will be possible to incorporate details of work in progress in the county,

completed research and perhaps suggestlons fof futufe PPOJeCtS whloh m;ght be D

ol s

Ay diquiries fegardlﬁw the Handbook should be’ éddressed to: Yvette Staelens,
Curator, Much Wenlock Museum, ngh Street Much Wen}ock. TF13 6HR. o o ‘
i . R
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The Transactions
. 1t 1s hoped that yolume 64. of the Transactions will be published in spring 1985,

The editor would welcome any articles- w1loh members of the Society wish to submit., In

order. to meet the publication ; deadline, argicles should be sent to, the editor by

30 June 1984 so that they may be considered by the editorial eommlttee.> il
Richard Preston, 22 Stanhill Road, Radbrook Green, Shrewsbury SY3 6AL
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COURSES AND COVFERENCF&

The Instltute of Induqtrlal Archaeology '
. in the Instituts, of  Industrial Archaeology, the Ironbrldge Gorge puseum and the

-
‘Unlver31ty of Blrmlnghem co—operate in organising research and oourse programmes which

‘W111 advance understandlng qi 1ndu$tr1al hlstory end archaeology, and provlde the
,profe331onal skills neoessary for reeordlng, conserving and manaélng 1ndustr1e1

“ofiuments and collections of artifacts, For details! Ring Ironbrlﬁge 2?51 R

Thurgday 3 May: Period Paint -~ Special Flnlshes PR

A sequel to the two highly successful courses on the eonservatlon of palntwork
held during the last two years, con31der1ng varn;shes, stalning and lacquers. In
eonJunetlon w1th the Palnt Research Assoc1at;en.i'

Saturday 5 May: Mills and Markets e
The structural forms and architectural styles of two of the most. eharacterletlo .

building types of the industrial age. In assoelatlpn with the Shropshlre Fesblval

fof Areh;teoture 1984 Shrewsbury. Dlreetor' Dr.‘Mlchael Stratton. P S

[
= f

:“Saturiay 12 May An Industrlal Archaeologloal Exped;tlon to South Wdles

A visit which will encompass most of the prlnelpal monuments of the, elghteenth and

Anineteenth century iron industry 1n $outh Waleg es we]l as tramwaye, worklng class

yﬁhouses anc coal mines, ., - , , oy e
From Ironbrldge and Klddermlnster.. Direeter Dr Barr;e Trlnder. Ce e e

.Thursday:31 Hay' Ironbr;dﬂe at. Attlnghqm }.;..u

o t . H a - . L B
o [ERNE IR EEIF SIS X £ TS S SRR RS

A soiree, eomblnlng a gulded walk through Repten s landseape wnlch 1neorporates traees
of, 1ronworks, and, lecturee on, the hlstorleal llnks between Attingham . and the diron-

masters of Coalorookdale.ren.
Attingham Park, ShrOpshlre. DerCtOPS‘ Dr Mlehqel Stratton and Dr B@rrle Trlnder.

i

Jerg AT iy

Frlday 1 and Saturday 2 June' Water Pewer 1n Agr;culture end Induetry . sl
A study, of some of, the varzediappllcatxonb of water power in Shropshire, and an;
extended tour of some, of tﬁe most 1nterest1ng m1lls. In es3001at10n w1th the .
Shrope11pe Festival of’ Archlteeture 1984, 'un;,, T R
Ironbridge. Diredtor: Dr Barrie Trinder. 7 L e

Saturday 29 - Sunday 30 September: The Coalport Confgrence . .. .
The fifth in a series of annual meetings for collectors, .and h;storlans[of Shropshlre

'%eramles, base& ‘at the Goalport China Works Museum- eL::;j P S

Ironbrldge. Dlrector' Denls hlake Roberts.‘ e e et ”5 AT
Thursday 1 November-.Quaker Industr}allsts Lo o ":”:, o
A stpdy of the Darby’ and Reyuolds famllles John Brlght and Geerge Cadbury. e
Ironﬁrldge. Dlreotors- John Punsh on and Dr Barrle Trlnder..‘u;_,,. i

.....

Saturday 10 - Sunday 11 November, The History of Hou31ng ‘

A weekend eem;nar Antended for people aetlvely engaged on researeh 1nto the hlstery
of hou81ng in xecent centurles*‘phw‘ e L iy
Ironbrldge.a Dlreetors.iDr Jenn;fer Tann and Dr Barr;e Trlnder.;."' e e

hursday 15 November The New L}ght on the H;story of Waterways R e

A review of some recent developments in the investigation of the hlstory'of waterways,
and of the ways, in, which historical and. operqtnonel objectives can be reconelled
during conservation work,_, L Y T R
Ironbridge. Directors: Dr Mlchael Stratton and Dr Barrle Trinder
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Friday 16 - Sunday 18 November: Agricultural History and Architecture

The third conference to be organised on the history of farming practice and buildings,
and approaches to their conservation. Organised by the Department of External Studies,
the University of Oxford, Rewley House, Wellington Square, Oxford.

Oxford, Directors: Roy Brigden and Dr, Kate Tiller,

Friday 16 ~ Saturday 17 November: Marine Propulsion and Auxiliary Machinery
Development of steam engines, turbines and associated boiler plant, diesel and
diesel-electric units and gas turbine systems. The evolution of auxiliary machinery
such as generating plant, deck gear, refrigeration systems, etc. will also be
considered. The second day is planned to include a ship visit.

London. Director: David Spencer.

MISCELLANEQUS

Trevor Rowley, Staff Tutor in Archaeology at the Departwment for External Studies,
Rewley House, University of Oxford, 3-7 Wellington Square, Oxford, has expressed a
wish to purchase complete volumes of the Shropshire Transactions between Volume 40
and 56.

Trevor is author of the Shropshire Landscape and a frequent visitor to the
county to do archaeological fieldwork. He would be grateful if someone could assist,
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W1nter Meetang Programme 1984 :'l

on October 6th, to wh1ch mebers, were inv1ted
Meetings will be held at 2,38 P.M,, in, Bear Steps unless otherw1se stated

Saturday November 1@th: . TIMBER FRAMING ON THE MARCHES. ., .
Jim:Tonkin-F.S.A, (past. pre51ﬁent of the,Vernacular Architecture Group) .
A contribution to the 1984 Festival of Architecture, _

Saturday. December 8th: POST ROMAN, POTTERY OF THE WEST. MIDLANDS -~ SOHE:'RECENT
RESEARCH. Derek Hurst (Archaeology Department, Hereford and Wbrcester c.C. ) Ry

AR

‘Saturday Janua:ygl9th 1985: MEWBERS SL;DES AND $OCIAL MEETING. . AT

12,30 - 3.30.p.m. -at. The Gateway Centre,: Chester Street. .. ... ... s it
Buffet lunch followed by short contrlbutzons. Cost £2,28. . L T
(Please notlfy Meetzngs Secretary ;n edvance if you are canlng)

saturday February Oths  REGENT ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESEARCH IN powys. PR
Chris Musson (Clwyd: Powys Axchaeologxcal Trust). S TEC ST I N PRORE FEVE ORIy

Saturday March 9th: ; PAGAN,K SAXONDOM REVISITED. . ..
Chris. Arnold (Un;vers:ty of Aberystwyth Extra. Mural Dept )

For further 1n£cxmat10n please contact L
Secretary' Yvette Staelens, Much Wenlock Museum, Nueh Wenlock, Shropshlre.
Meet1ngs Secretary . David Pannett, 53 The Oval, Bicton,, thewsbury.;_
T A AN NI o (tels, 85@]94 or . 859773 Sat, a.Jm) .. it

'SEE END SHERT FOR A THAR-OFF mRM o ENABLE NUMBERS FOR, ’I'HE BUEFET LUNCH I
.70 BE CALCULATED . T R . R

Important Notlces
THE SPAB BARNS CAMPAIGN -, = .oy ool on 0oy ootgdy ot dmei o o il e
The Society for the Protectlon of Anc1ent Bulldlngs has commenced a Domesday
.:Survey: of Barns. throughout every County.. . ..-;
++ Volunteers,.who .require no special, quallflcations, are belng asked to choose a.
local parish and:.complete a. questlonnalre for..each traditlonally built barn.in.that
~»perlsh If you would like to Jjoin this. SNOrmons natlonal exercise please contacts:; ..
: Gipier e e e o MES T BASUW, oby o0 e s o E e
RIS BT .qh: ~+'the, O1d Vicarage, .o @ 0 oo i e
Lovifoeos ol oo i School Lane, B TR T I KL SN EUPRVS TP U LRT A PP S FAE
N S T I ‘..-nghley. i T L-'f:},? B SURREF Y \;:..
T Pel: Highley. 861772 Pt
<;1n,It is hoped that 1nformat10n from thlS eurvey w111 be channelled into the Sites
- and Monuments Record 5 ;.:ﬁ Lt : ; REE LN TR P
An Exhibltlon on Farm Buzldlngs 1n Shrcpshlre . : ' '
=Following a successfuliand extensive. survey of- farmsteads in; Shropshlre 1ast
year, undex the aeyis of the Sites and. Monumerts Record, an(exhibition will be'
mounted in the Shirehall from 9th November - 16th November 1984f(inclusive);,ﬂ: -
This.will outline theorigin and development of farmsteads, beginning with their
-archaeology and. culminating with the present ‘day situationiand the problem: of -
underuse and new uses. Interested members are cordially-invited to view the
Exhibition and attend a seminar at 2 p.m. on the 9th November 1984. - Editor.
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Membérship ‘and Stbscriptions: Dl
T am asked to remind you again of three very 1mportant matters"l

HAVE YOU COVENANTED YOUR SUBSCRIPTION?

"HAVE YOU RECRUITED ‘A’ NEW 'MEMBER? - -
CAN YOU FIND A VOLUNTEER FOR HONORARY TREASURER? (see attached report)

¥ oo-

‘:','r

e .
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" HONORARY, TREASURER' ' o
It was with deep regret that the Soczety accepted Mr H, Tranter's res1gnation as

- Treasurer of the Society at’ ‘the anhual ‘General Meeting in June. Bob Tranter took up
thlS office quer four years ago and his presence on Council will-be sorely missed.
“His stccessor has yet £o be found, Hence' the Society ig" seek1ng a nember with
suitable experlence who would be w1lling ‘to' serve on Council’ in this position, =
If you feel “that you are able to offér your gervices T would be grateful’ 1f
you would contact me as soon as possible.
,  Yvette Staelens, Secretary; ‘c/o HMuch Wenlock Musetmp': -
L g Street., Much Wenlock, rms 6HR ('1‘el ‘Hach Welock 797773)

Archaeoclogy and Vernacular
Members will be aware' that there ig'a contlnually growxng core of organzsations

involved in full-time archaeology ib ‘the County. -

The Institute of Industrial Archaeolog encompasses an archaeo]oglcal unit which
excavates and records dites in’ the Shropsﬁzre Coalfleld Area, and 'is. undertaklﬂg ‘a
survey of ‘the archaeological - potentlal of the Severh Gorge. The four examples ! “*ﬁ

illustrated here show the scope of their work,'’

The Sites and Monuments récérd located in the County Plannlng Department grows
apace in both buildings and sites, It is essential that detailed or partial records
of both are lodged with this record) as until they ‘are there can be 1o ‘guarantee ‘of
continued protection through the legislative' machinery of local govermment-at = -
District and County level.

The musetms of Shrewsbury and Much Wenlock: have continued to’ receive stray
finds and have been involved in rescue’ archaeology, particularly in the'content of
skeletons which appear to be turning up in unprecedented numbers. Recent sites
include the Bullring and Barrow St., 1n Much Wenlock, St Austlns Eriars and ‘the
MagiciHall in shrewsbury

of special"importance ‘are’ the’ excavations being undertaken- at the’ Carmal:te
Friary, Corve 8t.,' Ludlow, ‘where' the 12th ceéntury levels remain to be tackled., An
excavation of Wat's Dyke at Pentrehyling began on Monday lst 0ctober undertaken by
the University of ‘Birmingham Archaeological’ Unit.!

lastly we must not forget the sterling work being done by members of the Society

in their chosen contexts. , o Editor,

S I TN I A PRI Fa ey
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Ironbridge Gorge Museum Trust - Instltute of Industrial Archaeology.‘ ‘
LIGHTMOOR FURNACES "{SJ:681¢53) ‘ S

The site of one of the earllest 1ronworks in the Ironbridge Gorge was subject to
archaeolog1ca1 {nvestigation February = May’ 1984. Known”as ' 'Lightmoor Furances', the
ironworks was built by &’ partnership ofs‘local ‘colliers by 1758, "and'is contemporary
with but now far less’ intact' than ‘the preserved 'Bedlam Furnaces' built by ‘the Madeley
wWood Campany. During its worklng life the ironworks expanded from one original blast
furnace until three were in use by 1796. The works wWere:later taken over by the
Homfrey and Addenbrooke families, and were ultimately acquired by the Coalbrookdale
Company in 1839 - by this time the ironworks comprised a:amall foundry with nearby
coal and ironstone mines, clay pits and 'two rows -of workers cottages - in addition
o ‘the three furnaces. The -furnaces were eveitually blown out ih- 1883, and during the
last 106 years the abandoned site has not only been progressively demoliched but also
deeply buried beneath spoilheaps from the nearby Lightmoor Brickworks. The coke
hearths area behind the furnaces bank was: Open-cast to-provide earth for .road:"
construction workfiQJTelford;inithe.19763 and by 1984, -the: only surviving: surface
remains were.part iof ‘the stable block and an: area of the furnaces - includlng a DOF
Gr.2 listed.portion:of furnace brickwork. ! Dl B0

iIn January 1984, the IGMT Archaeology Unit was 1nformed that' the s1te mlght be -
threatened by the future Ironbridge by-pass; and limited excavation: work was carried
out to determine the extent and.depth .of buried.archasological remains --and to
establish how much.of the complex might be affected by the road-schewe. A ‘report
is now being compiled on the results of the archaeolegical work, but an interim




3.

conclusion is that most of the furnaces area and the foundry area are much more deeply
buried under brickyard waste than fivst thought, and fortunately few of the remains
seem likely to be destroyed by road. Some structures will be sealed beneath the level
of the road, ‘but the’'most jmportant’ surviving part ~ the ‘furnaces w111 be unaffected,
and mey eventually be conserved and landscaped ‘as a roadside- feature. s

! : Jullan C. Temple, Archaeologieal Supervxsor. 19 9 84

BENTHALLw'I‘OBACCO PIPE KIDN - ol o o’ 3&_2.{-5
The Ironbridge Gorge Museum Archaeology Unit has Just completed a small ”" o
exdavation to recovér seventéenth centuty tobacco pipe’ kiln' waste at Benthall
(87 663019, SH 17219)J The site was discovered- during building works when*large
quantities of ‘waste’ p1pes were uncovered, and a smal] excavation mounted to o
recovez ‘a semple. B i o
 the ‘pipes are’ attribuiedtto Henry Bradley and date toe lﬁsﬁnQG Prellmlnary
analysas shows that hé' used at least fifty different stamps to mark his'pipes - 'a*'*
qu1te unparalleled nimbex. In some: cages he has stamped a decorative’ pattern on the
back' ¢f the bowl facimg the amoker, -and many différent bowl shapes were produced, -
Although the kiln was not located, large quantities -of muffle were recovered.

“Phe muffle wa¥ a chember built within -the kiln which was’used to protect. the pipes

fram the Baked flames'during firing,. The muffle fragments’show: that it was built of
clay rexnforced with waste pipe stems, and tapered towards a'dome-like top. In the
top was a circhlar’ opening’ through' which the pipes: ‘could ‘be "loadéd,  Few muffles have
ever been’ excavated, and-this will add. nationally important information about kiln
technology; ' especially since this is the'first excavated- example of kiln waete from ,
the famous Broseloy industry. :
ol D A nggins. Senior ArchanIOQJcal SuperV1sor. 17.9.84

1 v . AR ; ‘ .
SAL‘I‘HOUSLS' gACKFIELD | R FONKI o
+The Ironbridge Gorge Musetm Archaeology Unlt ig currently oanrying out a small

excavation on'the> riverbank at’' Jackfield {8J 1689028} . This: area, Just ‘east of the’
Jackfield fault'is suffering from major subsidence, and is in danger of being vwept

ol

- away' by the river; During the eighteenth century waste. from the -Jackfield potter1es '

was dunped: here; and 1t isithis waste which is proving to be of such importance.
«“The waste' shows that fine ghality white saltglazed stoneware was being produced.

~Developed in ‘Stoké in the 17208 this was one of the nost important elighteenth century

ceramic: types; and until 1981 was not: thought to:have been produced outside’ Stafford-
shire. The finds include a wide range of forms and show that: cut, moulded, spxlgged
and scratch-blue decoration were all being produced. 'In addition chunks of calcined
flint show that flint grinding (a constituent of the pottery) most have been tak1ng '
place on the site,

The finished’ products are indistinguishable: from those produced at Stoke, ard
show that a skilled labour force was developed, Together with the flint grinding
mills this provides.two :good ‘reasons why -the porcelain factories at: Caughley and
Coalport were-able ito set up here later: in the eighteenth cetury. It is hoped that
the .excavation will:provide a’ ‘series of the: forms produced together with more: (*‘“ B

accurdte dating for them,

,;D - ngglns, Senior Archaeological 5upervisor. 17 9 84

TR T n R S S

JACKFILLD Craven Dunnlll Tlleworks (SJ GBGGZQ) R ' Loyl
. The IGMP.-Archaeology 'Unit ‘has. recently been investlgating the site of the former

4Victor1an tileworks - orig1na11y built in 1875 fox ‘the Craven Dunnill Company in Jack-:

field. The tileworks was:in-production until 1952, when‘itiwas ‘taken over: by Marshall
Osbourne & Co Ltd and converted iinto a foundry and engineering works:: L

Acquited by IGMT early dp 1982, the relatively complete tile: factory is now being
returned to:its original external appearance, whereae the 1nterlor 1s being adapted
for museum purposes, .0 =

The: Archaeology Unit has been monltoring th1s adaptive re-use of- the site,” and
as well as making a photographic survey, has carried out several excavatiohs both to:
record threatened-archaeclogical remains and to 'aid museum 1nferpretation by plaolng
the testored tileworks in-their historical contextii: 7 P

The first excavation: took place in July ‘1983, intending to conflrm the‘dOcumen—
tary evidence foriearlier: potteries on the site} maps of 1845 and 1846 showed the’
position of the “Ash Tree ‘Pot Works" with thrée bottle kilns and associated: build1ngs
- all of which were (supposedly) totally demolished by 1871. The result of the
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.excavation was the discovery of foundations of.a bottle kiln probably in use, from at
least 1880 until the .1860s.. The kiln base measured approximately. 11 metres, diameter, ..
and had at least 9. ash-pits, radiating from.the central oven area; however, several
phases of alteration or reconstruction to the oven itself have complicated proper
interpretation of the whole kiln, Excavation also established that .after.the . .
demolition the remains were buried beneath layers of clay, brick:rubble: and also
contemporary pottery. and; tile waste, before being finally sealed beneath brick.and
concrete floors., The pregence.of ‘mocha-ware' pottery in these layers is notable ..
because its production in Jackfield had not previously been recorded. The. tiles , - |
found were mostly undecorated red, grey or buff-coloured floor and wall tiles,: made.
both by Craven: Dunnill:& Co. and: alsorearlier partnerships, such. as Hargreaves & Craven,
and Hawes, Denny' & Hargreaves - all identifiable by stamps on. their reverse.. . . ...
1 For the: summer; season.of 1984,  the kiln base has been on .tewporary display to. .
the public,.and: it is.to.be hoped:that this remnant. of .the "Ash Tree Pottery" will
- in future be consolidated and put on permanent display.: - ... . .0 G .

- Secondly: an: abortive attempt:was made: in Octoboer 1983 to locate. any earlier 18th
century levels slightly.further east.of the first trench. A large area;(approx. 17m x
3m). was opened up, through an-existing. concrete floor, but,apart: from the discovery of
a.19th century circular. brick structure (3:m diameter)..of unknown function, and some
very. compact layers of 19th century tile.waste, little.else. of sigificance was found,
The .18th centurysstratigraphy in.this area at least was disappointingly shallow, , ..
before natural clay was reached. TUSRETANE g :

Finally during the: summer of ;1984; part of the: Archaeology Unit has been
examining the site of the row of 4 large bottle kilns built for the Craven Dunnill
Tileworks, these being depicted in an engraving of 1875, The need for a.l metre wide
drainage. trench to be located along the north side of the area of the kilns provided
an opportunity for archaeological excavation. The results of this recent work are - .
still being written up, but the general ¢onclusion is that 3 out of the 4 kiln bases
may still exist beneath a thick concrete fleor,: No trace was found of the largest kiln
at the east end'of the row but two thirds of the adjacentikiln were uncovered =.. . .
complete with.a complex system of flues and a central:'well-hole' and tunnel leading
to.a chimney.outside the building - all indicating. that this was a 'downdraught!'. kiln.
The:remains. of this kiln are unfortunately incomplete as & deep. concrete pit:was-dug:
near . the. centre by Marshall Osbourne. & Co. Ltd, L LT T S N SR

~«TThe. fubure of. this area of ‘the tileworks has yet to.be finalised but the.open .
area excavation-of the-2 unexcavated bottle kiln bases is to be recommended if: there
is to be any major redevelopment, Gty e

- oo i W)WCoTenple,  Asst. ‘Archaeological Supervisor. :12,9.1984: iy

.+ .- . Shropshire County Museum Service - Recent Discoveries. ; :

~Archaeological items recently accessioned and identified by the Museum:Service:
include a: fine Medieval Pendant:from a Staffordshire site and-a mmall colléction of
coins dug up in a garden in Much Wenlock. A AT
Medieval Pendant (MW 17/84): A metal.detector user from Telford:: (Mr: Dunmelow) recently
discovered a asmall bronze pendant at Chillington Hall in Staffordshire and presented
it to Much Wenlock Museum for identification, TR S U T BT T N A
- /The -pendant. is lozenge shaped:with a small suspension:loop! It:measures 4.85 cms
in-length with.a maximum.width of 3.3 ans. It is made from:a bronze alloy; 'inlaid with
- coloured: enamels, The design: depicts a bird with a nest containing three yourig. The!
bird appears to be:plucking at. her breast. I.am grateful to Dr. Cox of 'the Victoria
County. -History- Office, for pointing out that the subject is probably a !pelican . in her
piety' a.popular Medieval religious motif symbolising the shedding of Christ's blood.
-The pelican's preening behaviour led to the Medieval belief that she was actually -
plucking at her:breast:in:order to nourish her young with her blood, hence the
Christian allegory., -. -, - T O R SRR SPD 15 S F AR VRS L L O T S L

«: Decorated pendants - such as this: were a regular feature of horse-furniture and
were attached to the harmess in various: ways, This example was probably suspended
from a.fitting attached directly to a leather strap. Pendants: were in use from at
least- the’ 13th century: This one cannot be precisely dated but may havé been manu- -
factured sometime-between the 13th-and 15th centuries, It is currently on loan to. -
the museum, ., L SRS SR Lo e e o

TR S
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17th Century Coins from Much Wenlock (MW 7/84 and MW 9/84)
; A small collectlon of coins recently came to light when a Mr. .Crump was, excavat~
ing for a new drive at hls home. in Racecourse Lane, Two of the coins are common,, a_ .
chtorlan penny. and a. George III halfpenny, the other three are decidely UNCOMmon
datzng to around the. perlod of the Civil War.

The. flrst of thege is a Charles 1 szlver ahllling W1th a po1nted star mlnt mark
;This . 1nd1cates that 1t was produced at the Tower mlnt 1h London’ sametiné’ betweer lq4ﬁ
_and 1641, The second coin is’ a silver, halfmﬁroat dating to the Cannohdealth period ’
(1649 ~ 1668), and the final ‘coin is a Charles It copper farthlng. Nelther cozn has
a mint mark and cannot thus be preclsely dated, o

- The context of these coins is intrlgulngj and may not be readlly explalned. .
Has someoqe drscarded part of their coin’ collect1on in"a Wenlock' garden, or i5'this a
contemporaty loss for- which ‘same 17th céntury” per onade was. severely scoided? All
coins have heen returned to the’ finder.j??‘; o
e Yvette Staelens, Curator Much wenlock Museum. SR 'f

A S T

- Shrewebury Borough Museum Service, Rowley's House Museum, Shrestury

A number of chance finds have been accessxoned dnring recent months, some
of. the!more 1mgortant ones’ are listed here:
Bronze Palstave from Liktle Oxon Farm, Bicton Heath Shrestury.,Brought in, by
a metal detector enthus;ast and subsequently donated by'the ‘landowner. A badly"
corroded unlooped shleldnpattern palstave of Middle Bronze Age date. The frnd (
‘has been conserved and . accesszoned unider’ A84/005, ' o
Bronzé Palstave from Olierton néat’ Wem. Digcoversd’ ‘by the farmer’ on “1and adjoining
the River Tern at Ollerton,” Ysome' years ago'. "The Middle Bronze Age palstave is 7
interesting for possessing a double ‘tiident~patterh on ‘éne blade face and a single,
pattern on the reverse. The find was subjected to metallurgical analysis at' Oxford
University and a full report wlll be published in the 1984 volume of the Proceedinqs
of the Prehistoric Society. .
Half-crown of Charles I = thé Museum selected one ‘example of a Shrewsbury mint half~
crown of Charles I from the Pr1orslee Hoard, Telford which was subsequently purchased
frxam the British Museum, Accession’ Nuber A84/003. This coin i5 an important addition
to the museum's Mint collection which is currently undergozng cataloguing and .
restorage in mahogany coin cabinets .

Work continues at the Musélm on the improvement of the storage and documentation
for the archaeclogical collectiohs, A programme of conservation work, beginning with
the Wroxeter Roman bronzework haa begun usxng the laboratories recommended by the Area
Museum Serv1ce._

" 'The’ substantial collectaon of Ronan pottery ‘has been moved into new. storage. The
conplete vessels are now housed in steel cupboards and the fragments are now housed in
acid-free boxes in the main archae01091cal store, ", :

..+ The Musepm archaeologxst wasg involved, along with Yvette Staelens, Secretary ‘
of the 5001ety, in the emergency recordxng of the. dlscovery of human remains. at St. .
Austin's Friary, Shrewsbury. The dascovery was ‘a notable ong for it included an
inscribed gold finger-ring, this was identified. by the Br1t1sh Musetm as, early 15th
century. A full report will be published in Transactions.' i

. Bruce Bennison, Archaeologlst, Rowley's House Museun

i
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T Baschirch and Perry'Valley Field PrOJect ., “4___
. .. A watching brief on the Perry 18 only ong aspect of a. fieid snrvey of thls U
part of the Upper sevorn Valley, (Baylrss 1982/3) but nearly a 1 resources have 5
been . directed to the area’in. 1984, e
Background - Improvement of the River Channel. S ‘ o U
A detailed report of sltes 1located and an appra1sal of the value of this type
of. work will have to await an, ant1ci€ated run~down of the improvement work. durlng
“the w1nter months, when less time will rieed to be spent in the field and mre, research
will need to be undertaken (Thdnas 1983) This note. will therefore be, confzned to a
gas1c explanation of why the fieldwork needs to take place and gome of the results to
ate, .
- The deepening of .the rzver channel by Severn Trent Water nuthorlty necesaitates
“the removal of . topsoil from the adjacent meadows §0 that when the spoil fron the -
channe] is deposited and spread, the tOpsoii can be replaced over it. The process
obvlously eradlcates any earthwork features and other indxcat1one of past landscape
developnent, it nay also reveal unknown sites. It isg, necessary to take photographs
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vefote the work commences so thdt a record of the landsbape‘is‘présdrVéé,éﬁﬁd‘to walk
the meadows and study documentary and cattographic sources in’ an effort 'to locate'
sensitive areas. A watching brief is then Kept as the work proceeds and'a record mdde
of previously unsuspected gites as well as the position of old channels and water-
courges of both patural and artificial origin. Flinsy as some of the evidence of .
‘occupation or land use may be, the knohledge imust bé preserved, not only fot the local
record, but in the wider context to add to the knowledge of early activity in the Avon’
and Severn Valleys and their tributaries, {Hunt 1982), oo tmee o
The Fieldwork . .\ . .« .. . . i i B T
7 The underpinning of the bridges affords the opportunity o' record stiuctural
detail at foundation level, which may not be obvious from study of available " .
documents, and evidence for the use of a site ag.a prossiﬁéfpoinﬁhatfﬁﬁ.eaflﬁ?F‘aate
can be sought. The timber footings beneath Telford's bridge at Ruyton (Platt Bridge)
were photographed, and industrial waste noted under the Railway Bridge at Wykey, which
had been uged as ballast,. .. ..o . . oo ol
The remaing of fish weirs and mjll leats have been recorded, and also the compo-
sition and position of weir banks, So that some record is preserved of the water. .
supply to early mills (Major 1975), although much, fieldwork in this direction has been
done on the Rea Brook (Wharton 1978}, .. .. .. .. . . T A
In the meadows through Ruyton XL Towns several sites were located, including the
foundations of a timber building at Platt,.and activity on a possible medieval Quay.
_ gome fieldwork has already been done to. the North in Hordley Parish and on Baggy
Moot, and a.map prepared showing the position and relationship of known finds, sites
and settlements to the drift deposits of the area. , .. R T
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S o ' vernacular Architectuke . R
... Research and recording work in the fleld of Shropshire's vernacular architecture
_cohtinues. Regent notable discoveries dnclude ..o . . . g oo
Shootrough Farm, Cardington. Two bays of cruck ball survive, complete with, an arch-
braced collar-beam central truss. A later box-framed wing was added c. 1608 which had
traces of original wall~paintings - no d aps

_ ‘ 11-paintings - now destroyed apart fram fragments on the uprights
in a redecoration undertaken without professional advice.” Other interesting features
included a cast-iron 'cloam! oven and a row of goose-pens with hen-houses above also
now destroyed. This building was’ unlisted but eventual listing did little to improve
matters‘ - .. } " '.:5.! ‘ \“ a . RSN Lt E e TR .
Home Farm, Léighton. ‘This has’a crown-post roof in the crosswing, The bracing is
In the traditional Shropshire fashion with curved down-swinging lateral braces. The
longitudinal braces are cusped on the outer’edge, = b
17-19 High Street, Clun. In'this cruck house the central truss had evidence for a low
forizontal beam,” the purpose of which is not fully understood but for which sugges-
tions have been made. The deviation cccurs in six known Shropshire examples and has

promoted an.examination,iniSPWe,dﬁtail._(see\véxna¢ﬁ1a:_Aréhitedtufe;val=15;1ge4;r“
fortheaming), o mmen e et
Cathérton ‘Cottage, Clecbury Mortimbr;'Thiwaas“bneﬂofjthe;eﬁamples’whefé\the:éeﬁiéticn
Gecirred. THe houss a186 displayed fine cusped decoration on' the central trust, ™ |
situagéd‘aéli];“s’in'hﬁ area adséciated with subsistence farming and squatters' -
cottagés, the house represents the othér side of the Clee Hills economy: wealth
derived from early extensive sheep runs and arable farming. . . . ..
Munglow Faim. A remacksble set of palnted cloths - 'poor man's tapestry’ - survived in
this house where they were cledrly made for & new parlour wing of c¢, 1664/70, We
invited comment from yétipUs.éﬁbegtﬁ,fmost'of whpm“Wetg“aStonished“atjthé,eVidén¢¢f‘f
and rendéred spebchless. The themé of the cloths has been copied and is on display

at Blakesley Hall, vardley, Bimmingham, (part of the City of Bimingham Miseum Dept.)
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Lowexr Farm, Aston Munslow, A box-framed medieval hall-house, complete with spere~
truss, louvre opening and open central truss w1th low=reaching arch-braces is encap-

sulated within the later famhouse.. It is. hoped to record this fully next year.
The Guildhall, Ludlow. During recent repairs to the Guildhall it was possible to -

examine the remains of the medieval posts.which are usually concealed within lath
century -woodwork. From.the evidence of mortices on the posts”it is now possible’ to .
prove: that the medieval: Palmers' Guildhall . was a fully aisled. bullding, the only
example ‘of -this form known in- Shropshire.. It is ‘hoped to publish the Gulldhall paper
next year: It:is unfortunate that the repairs were carried out in. Such a way that some
of the vital evidence of the medieval build is now lost.

“The. above bujildings.are only a fraction of those examxned during the 1ast three '

years, The cruck.count for Shropshire is.now 195, those noted since 1981 are..."
Stottesdon, . choriey, Lower Farm, house and barn .

Ellesmere Rural, Dick Whittington's Cottage .

Ellesmere Rural, pDudleston, Sodylt Farm

Whitchurch Urban, 6 Dodington .

whitchurch Urban, Watergate,. The 0ld Eagles (Base Cruck)
Whitchurch Urban, Church St., Horse and Jockey {Upper Crucks)
Whitchurch Rural, Ash, Ash Grove .
Shrewsbury,: Claremont Buildings, No 1 (Upper Crucks) G e
Little Wenlock, .Rose Cottage . o B
Montford, Ne.2, Forton. .. .. .. ... .

Hodnet, . Drayton Road, No.. 26 .. . . .. .

Clun, Little Hospital, No..z‘.f o o

Clun, Clun Farm (possibly two. cruck unxts at rlght.anqles}

Much Wenlock, Barrow 8t, nos, 26 and 27 I,

Neenton, Hall.Farm, house and barn - '

Bitterley, Middleton, Quarry Farm, house and barn

Aston Munslow, No. 7 e o ,

Cardington, Shootrough. rarm

Diddlebury, .Little Sutton . T

Marchamley, 0ld School House e e T

Greete, Lower Cottage - . ' . S

Oswestry, Maesbury, The r1elds, barn (was house} - - L
Eaton-undex-Heywood, Wolverton (Upper crucks in adeed crosswing)'
Mainstone, Cwm Colbatch, byre - ‘ L S
Ludlow, Church. st., Rose and Crown =

Houses which have been fully recorded recently 1nc1ude

Shootrough, Card1ngtonn . ‘

Sibberscot Barn {(now collapsed)

Catherton Cottage . i

East Farm, Crickheath

the 014 Eagles,,ﬁhltchurch

Wolyerton = .

18-19 Drayton Road, qunet

17-19 High st,, Clun .

Lower Brook Housé, Clee St. Margaret

smithy House, Ruyton-XI-Towns . ) ' o

The Rectory, College St., Ludlow (very detalled recording by H. Hand)
Brand House, Brard Lane Ludlow _ . N i
Tudor House, Lower Corve. St., Ludlow

St. John 8 Bouse, Ludlow o

62 Corve St., Ludlow '

Usher's House, Mill St., Ludlow

St. [leonard's House, Upper Linney, Ludlow

4 ngh St., Ludlow = L

15 King 8t., Ludlow .~ 7
The Blue Boar,. Mlll st., Ludlow o
The L1brary, 014 St., Ludlow o o o

Fortheoming publication - “Shrewsbury in old picture pOStcarﬁs".L L

It 1s hoped that this will be published before Christmas. It is one of a series
published by European lerary The Newport and Ludlow volumes are already avallable,
Oswestry is to follow. : o

Madge Moran, _September‘l984
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L Hen Domen:' Interim Report 1984 T R T .

Thig site on the Shropshize/pPowys border has involved a long and continuous ..:
yearly excavation which members .will recall has always been repoited in‘the - -
newsletter, ... o o =;;-:j R RS I

Three weeks work (38 June - 21 July) concentrated on the northern arc of ‘the . ..o .
bailey rampart and the platform of Building L111 lying on the tail of the rampart. . - |
Building L11ll: Removal of this building platform unexpectedly revealed a group of -~
very large boulders presumably derived fram the digging of the ditchesi While these: -
boulders appeared at first to be laid in’a rectangular arrangement, they had air o
spaces between them and were packed with the ‘clay of the puilding platfomm, so: that
although their excavation is not yet completed, it seems most vnlikely that they:are
the foundation of the building. Theéy probably fill up the steep slope of the pre- .
castle surface, or perhaps a specific hollow such as a quarry, hollow way or. lynchet: -
The underlying contours of the site at this point may relate to the lay-out of thew. Tu
pre-castle field system but further work is necestary to reveal this in greatexr ~ - -
detail, The deep pit (1617) in the rampart crest excavated sowe years ago revealed the
buried soil several feet below the present level of excavation in the rampart tail, so:
that the pre-castle ground surface must drop away steeply to reach the level of the
field outside. . L - o Lo
The Granary: Excavation of the western edge of the platform of Building Llll revealed
that quring the castle's occupation an accunulation of silt 'washed down the bailey -

slope had collected against the edge of the platform, This had sealed the post-pits of
the eastern wall of the granary, which had themselves cut through part of the pre~ '™
castle buried soil. Excavation of the three remaining post-pits revealed that the
builders had dug the pits situated up the slope miore deeply than those downhill, so’
that the bottoms of the pits were level to within 1@cms. This was also noted in the '
1983 excavation, and may suggest a degree of pre-~fabrication, which perhaps a3
incorporated re-used timbers. It will be remembered that ‘the base-timber of motte
bridge T was also re-used from an earlier (pre-castle?) structure and evidence from ' "
elsewhere on the site suggests that re-use of timbers was common: oLt R
The Rampart: Approximately two-thirds of the rampart (some thirty metres) was lowered

about half a metre, and recorded in a series of five running ‘sections,’ A compact’ layer’
of stones occurred consistently around the tail of the rampart. This was perhaps the *
result of heavier material rolling downhill during the rampart's construction, though®
it may have been deliberately laid to cohgolidate the back of the defences, Within the
body of the rampart there were various clay dumps, but as yet no clear pattern™of '
construction has emerged. The excavation revealed the post-pits of two palisade - '
post-holes excavated in earlier seasons, as well as three neéw post-holes on the crest
of the rampart. It is not clear whether the stages by which features in the rampart
are revealed are an accurate reflection of the stratigraphy, or whether ‘variations in
wet and dry conditions at the time of excavation may confuse our understanding of the
relative chronology. This problem is also complicated by the apparent xeplacement of
palisade tinbers, which is suggested by the siting of some features immediately above
others. The post-holes revealed in 1984 seem to represent timbers placed in the body
of the rampart during its construction rather than dug through ' it. Only total excava-
tion of the defences will reveal further details of their developmént, The deep pit
(1617) excavated some years ago was flanked by two of the newly discovered post-holes, .
Two large post-pits were also discovered lying immediately behind=it},énd(dug“thr¢ughf
the clay and boulder platform described above. It is possible that thnge features
represent a quadrangular structure incorporated in the defences and with the deep pit
(which cut through the rampart and buried soil into the otherwise undisturbed boulder
clay) in its basement. Such a structure is most likely to have been a mural tower, an
interpretation supported by its situation where the northgrn:rampaxt'tgrnS'through:its
sharpest angle. T - ARRRRUAE
The Finds: The excavation confimmed our previcus jinpreéssion that the earliest levels =
oF the castle contain few artefacts. Three weeks' excavation produced a small handful
of sherds and a few scraps of iron. A pig skeleton had been buried in the rampart, '
and there were fragments of bone from elsewhere on the site. A sherd of Romano-British
pottery probably came from the fort at Fordon Gaer. Fragments of @ guern stone and of
an early medieval tile await further examination. =, P A
_The tub excavated in 1982 had now undergone dendrochonological dating by Ruth

Morgan. It certainly dates from after 1049, and the most likely date for its manu- .
facture is the late eleventh century. It is impossible to know the seful life of such

a vessel, in addition to which the good condition in which it was found suggests it
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was lost rather than thrown away. The implication for the history of the castle is
that the bailey ditch at this point was not recut at a late stage, as had previously
been asaured., The ‘mud which acclmmlated in itg’ bottcm must have made a useful contr i~
bution.to its effectiveness, This situation contrasts thh that in the motte ditch,
which was recut a number of times. , ,

P A.Barker, Dept:. of Extra-»-Mural Stud:.es, B:.rm:mghdm Umversity
R «A,Higham,, Dept.. of Hlstory & Archaeology, E}ieter Univers;ty. a

.j.
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: ""The Work of Local Grougs P R ~
ghropshu:e is endowed with a considerable number oi‘ ms.,toric and archaeolog:.cal
g:oups. Not all. ‘local’ history sccmties are represented hete and menbers who' are
algo members of these groups should contact the edxtor of the newsletter so that.

_5___the activities of . thelr group can be reported. o

BT -:i:: hs:.; ‘-"-':"'? e

Newport and. District Hlatory Society. 1t is encouragmg to note that this newly-formed
group, under the leadership of Heather mllzams, iz not content’to work ‘solely from
documents but has embarked On°a programmne ‘to investigate the town's' bu1ldings. 'Already
some intere*stmg dlscoveries have been’ made including what seems to be- post-
reformation development on the site of the old St. Mary's College, The architectiral
evidence | squests that a’ row of tinbersframed shops, jettied towards the' street and
having 1iving" quarters above was qltuated on the site'of nos, 26-24 St Mary's' Street,

Ludlow Historical Research Gxoup. The group met regularly on Friday evenings
fram September 1983 to April 1984, 'I*hei:e were 4& subscribmg me:mbers withAweekly
" attendance’ ‘ranging from'35 to 15,
. 'Scme zrmbers have been analysing the material transc'ribed in previous yedrs. i
Analysis of over 580 pre~166¢ wills is now almost camplete. Six members have been
processing the 18th and early 19th céntiry Easter Books;' in which annual payments of
~ church rates were recoxded.” Thesé give the status and’ occupation of all ‘tax ‘payers,-
‘ Analysm of voting lists of -the 183¢s and of a list of reliéf to the poor in 1817 is
- now” compleate. Two members have been -working on scrapbooks of prmted ephemera of the
" 1820s and’ 1840s, Kindly ‘loaned by the-Museiin, ‘and others have madé a study of the‘r-i
Workhouse in the 1750s. B
' ‘Work continues on earlier original docurents.The: Corpo‘rat-mn Register of leases
for the 16608-1728 period is now almost all trahscribed onto file cards. A large number
of 17th century tax assessments have been transcribed including the Ship Money assess-
ment of 1635, Several members have continuéd td work on probate mventories and we
hope to camplete the' full fudlow collection ir"1984-85, The Powls papers, photoc,Opled
from the originals at the 'National Library of Wales, continue to yield impotrtant
+ information on ‘domestic and comveércial-life. Port:ions transcribed include medical ™
‘-prescriptmns used by the Fox: family at Bramfield. Two fascinating ‘lists of- books
are also being processed. o
" rywoiniportant ‘purchases have been made with- Group funds, We' now own'd complete
‘set of Lhe 13500 0.S. ‘maps of Ludlow, published in 1885, ‘These are an 1ndlspeh51b1e '
bage for serivus work op’ burgage plots and the town plan. The avazlabllity of a ‘mictio~
'film copier at the Local St‘udies L1brary in® Shrewsbury ‘has also enabled U to- ‘obtain
portlons of the ‘1851 cétisus and @ compléete socialtand demographic ‘analysis of the town
in that year is now in hand.
An on-going task over the last four years has been the transcrlp*ion of the

_Church Wardens' Accouhts’ fr:om 1577, Sélections’ from these were published many yeaxs
" “ago in ‘the Trangactions of thé Shropshire Archaeolodical Society but a full tran-
scription is needed for serious. analysis. Records of Borough and other ‘courts,
preserved ‘at the Count:y Record Off 1ce, have been catalogued and in' part transcribed
during the ‘summer, b

~ “Publication ‘of Ludlow Rsearch’ Paper’'No. 5, on the Feathers has been delayed due to
difficulties in’ mterpret;ing this ccmphcated building. ‘Some of ‘the material”
assenbled by the Group was used in Ludlow: 'a Historic Town in Words and Pictures by
David 'Lioyd and Peter Klem, which was ‘published In June. More of the Group's findings
will be incorporated in a two Volume History of Ludlow,. also to be pubhshed by
Phillimores, The ‘First’ Vleme, covering the perxod up to 1668, is"now being’ prepared
by David Lloyd anc} Michael Faraday. Members of the group have also written a new
Ludlow Guide Book, published by the Chamber of Commerce, and a history of the Ludlow
Festival, Members of the Group spent a great deal of time ard enerdy collecting money
to help finance the 350th anniversary of John Milton's Comus but were sad that certain
features of the production lacked historical authenticity.
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77 Mémbers, of the Group have been asked to give talks and to'contribiite o' confer-
erices in many parts of the country, In September the Chaimman was the guest of the -
University of Buffalo, U.S.A., when 16 speakers contributed to ‘colloquia on Johh .’
Milton and Comus,,As in 1983, the town tours on Saturday and Sunday afterncons
attracted about 1,098 visitors while groups spending a'day.or a half day in the town

as our guests included Exeter Civic Society, the Bimingham branch’' of "the ' Géodkaph~
ical Association and a party from Minnesota University, U.S.A. )

. .. -‘Throughout the year. members of the Group have given financial and menial help to
the Archaeological Field Unit of Birmingham University, whQ have been excavating on
part: of the site of the Cammelite Friary in Corve Street, An interim report of the
findings of this group will appear in the next issue of this news letter, Students.

associated with the Unit have record '

ed a number of the town's timber-framed buildings,
. including No. 15 King.Street, parts.of which seem to date from the ldth century,
including an undercroft, Drawings have, been made of buildings recorded during the
. summer of1983,including: the Rectory, which has an early collar-rafter roof, "'
' New members are welcome-at our weekly documentary meetings, held at the Further
Bducation Centre. in-:Lower .Galdeford. from, 7,30 p.m, There is no fee but all members
subscribe £1,50 a term: towards the .cost,of room hire. Further details are obtainable
from: the, Secretary;. Margaret; $haw, Cliffdene, Dinham, Ludlow. (Tel: 6584/2850). .
pavid Lloyd, Chaimman. ’ '
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Richards Castle Historical Research Group.. ... = inbs o v weeiin o) anes

The monthly meetings of this group, which had been held for $9m¢¢yea§s..had to be
discontinued.in 1983+84, but gix members of the group joined the Ludlow Historical
Research .Group- though working on Richards Cagtle docunents. Nearly all the pre-1660
wills:at the Herefordshire: Record, Office have been transcribed and a start ‘has been
made -on - the :di £ficult process.of, landscape reconstruction, vsing title deeds and other
evidence, A planned settlement. with standardised burgage plots has been x@entiﬁxedﬁpn
gither side of the main Leominster. road south of  the Castle Inn. In the Middle Ages
théfﬁWakaQQWﬁ as Blethelowe and.one of the burgages was held by the Palmers' Guild of
Ludiow. O R R
v This yea;gthevgzoup(isgmeeting‘underAtheileadershiprqf‘DavidJLJQyﬁ on alternate
-Wednesday ‘evenings at:the Village:Hall, . ' ¢ .+ o i AT AL ot eyt
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Clecbury Mortimer Historical Research.Group . .y . . . oo g0 o
(v A small group was. formed in Ogtober 1983 and. ten meetings were held during the
year. Some.members worked, on 18th century maps: of Cleobury Mortimer, another on. . ..
probaterinventories:and .a_third on: 19th century trade directories.and census returns,
A sub-group of members. from Neen Sollars worked on many aspects of. the history of that
pariSh‘ “ ; Doy ey ey et t .
«++ This, year the group. is meating on alternate Wednesdays at the Methodist Church
Hall: under. the leadership, of David Lloyd. As well.as, continuing work. already started,
-t is hoped to use title deeds and .other sources to reconstruct some.of the town's :
tenurial. history, The parish registers, which are unusually infommative on occupations
and other aspects of social history,; will also be analysed during the year. .

Pelford Historical and Archaeological Saciety ... v it wne Lood ool e i
Winter Programe 1984/5: The lecture meetings, will be held on the first Thursday of.
. each month,: unless otherwise stated,.at the Christian Centre, Dawley, at 7,3¢ p.m. and
include the following which may be of interest to membors:
. Thursday, 4th October, 1984 . . “akengates - Then and Now", Slides.and. . . .
o o anecdotes on the past and present. of .,

Cegtib i oo .o . ., Oakengates by Richard Bifield and, Moses Rvans.
Thursday, 6th December 1984 . . . "Heraldry". A talk to. be given by Advian Bayley

C e i woes .o of Preston Montford Fleld Studies Centre.
.| ‘Thursday 3rd Japuary 1985 . "History of Coalport Works", The talk tobe
‘ i oo Given by Roger Edmundson. . . oo i
uary 1985 ' Kevin Down will give a talk on Richard III. A,

.. Wednesday. 6th Febr , ‘ e a talk or

Gttt s oowo o topical subject in the 50@th Anniversary year of
e s R e death oF @ much maligped king, | .
. Saturday Oth March 19d5" .

r L

""" A balf-day school i§ to be held on the PHistory
.. Of Transport" at the America Room, Ironbridge.

12 : . .
Tl . D . T
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Archaeological and Fieldwalking Group: Now that the route of the new Ironbridge By-
Pass .las beén settled, the Society has obtained' permissionto walk the route. The By~
Pass will ‘leave the Castlefields Roundabout' south of Dawley, skirt Little Dawley and
Lightmoor, cross Stoneyhill ‘at:-the top of Jiggers ‘Bank''and 'sweep round:-‘over Coalmoot
to anerge ‘onto ‘the . Shrewsbury-xronbz,idge road just beyond: Buildwas Bridge. The group
expect ‘to find some industrial remains as-theiroute crosses part of the old canal
which ran from Lightmoor to Coalbrookdale, traversing land at the top of the old mnd
Bob Cramarty will be leadingithergroup in the'fieldwalking:.and anyone: intereSted in
helping ‘should-contact 'him’at 3:BeechDrive, :Shifnal, :{Tel: Telford 461184).: i
Architectural .Recording: The Societyhas been.assisting oneiofiits menbers, Mx Mzchael
Guppy, whois a 'student:at Bimningham School .of. Archltecture, -in his' study of: CI.Sth
cottages on the Lilleshall Estate., Help has been given in providing background P
matierial and surveys, Mr Quppy's researchiwill be of value -to the Society as- well as
providing him with a study:which willibe presented as:part .of his course work. @ i::
Documentary: Research: A class was héld by:Bob Cromarty for -Soclety members wishing: to
study old Court Hand writing., An -enthusiastic: group-met at the hame of ! John Pagett. in
September and ‘having received some dnfstfuction’in reading the old hand; went on-to -
look at wills and inventories:of the €17th.: It is hoped that :follow-up classes w111
take place and-that mewbers will be able to do thelr own| research work and pos51b1y
transcrlbe some old docu'nents. ik e:_,a._z ;

Berder Countles Archaeologlcal Group 4 Contndoeell e

Winter Programwe .- 1984/85 of mterest to SAS mnbers.. PERTIVE ' SEEEE :N? ‘

Thursday 15th November- 1984 "Recent Work on the ‘Dykes" - talk by Dr. Davxd :
cab b o 38 pey 1 +Hill of ‘Manchester University. In-the: Council +

: Chamber, ParishiHall, Chirk. {on the AS,: nearly T

Sl e ey 'f-:.;- -, opposite l:he AAA Soc1a1 (,lub = car parkmg at the

: loYear).
Wednesday Sth December 1984 5 MThe Mary Rose" - by Lleut. W.H A, Davies, R.N., I
EEESTREEE I IR 39 p.m e who. is: @ presenter. for:the Mary Rosé Trugt. To-be

#ifollowed by the AGM. At Yale Gth Form College,
»Crispin Lane, Wrexhdm, ' G
Waﬂnesday 23x:d January 1985 ¥ "C‘hlrk ‘Castle-and the Nati onal 'Prust" by Mr V.B Keen,:

7 39 p rn. Administrator of Chirk Castle, At the! OSwestry
' . -Library, Arthur Street, Oswedtry.. - = © =
Weadnesday 2(‘a'th March 198;* e "The ‘Victoria iHistory of Shropshire" by Mr A. C Baugh ‘
; 7 3(3 p.m. .+ :(Editer);, ‘Shirehall, Shrewsbury.: m: Oswestry R

Sy it lerary, Arthur Street, Oswestry v

HEN B S S :

P P R ST OSwestry Tox-m Wall S A
foynl T *Oswestry: The Historical Question b e SR

Oswestry is: identlfied from thetearliest years as a bor:der town. It ‘was in the
respectwe reigns of Henry IIT and: Bdward: I:that Welsh and border towns were enclosed
by circuit walls during the BEnglish campaigns of conquest‘ and consolidation, Docuren~
tary evidence attests.to the building: of Oswestry's médieval ‘town wall in 1277-—12?8
during the sixth year;of Edward-I!s.reignoy mmedlately after’ theiWelsh war of 1277,
Existing Background: ‘Within the: last one hundred. years the medieval:town wall of
Oswestry. has been seen only on rare occasjons, mostly during--"reconstrtjctidn of build-
ings, sewer and mains maintenance: There has ‘béen a total of twelve sightings, the
most recent in 198¢ at the’dunction.of ‘Willow Street’ and Castle Streét during sewer
excavation and repair worki. The town wall was known to run:approximately ‘along Welsh
walls to Willow Street and its.junction.with Castle’ Street, (Its line of directionifrom:
the last sighting in 1989, twhen its: foundations weike seen at a depth of hhree metres s
wag uncertain and a.matter of oonsiderable conjedture.i’: o - Pt

.. Three previous excavations to locate the:town wall: foundat:ions, in: 1979 and 1989,-‘1
had been carried outt:over severaliweekends but had a negative result, In 1983 an area-
of land, in useas-a .car park, became scheduled f£or the constriction of flats: For.'a
period of five working weeks in December 1983 - January 1984 ‘rescue ‘excavations were ..
conducted by .the. Border Counties -Archacological Group. The work took:place through the
courtesy of the Oswestry Borough Council and was made financially possible by ‘
the town's Civic Society; together with equipment and personnel from the Manpower
Services Comission.
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The Excavat:on- The first premise,”that the llne of direct;on wh1ch the wall took, R
followed east along Castle Street and;turned into or beyond Chapel Street, to'i:~=,lw
eventually conjoin:with the Castle or its outer defences, the bailey. ... . , -
“The second premise;  that the.town:wall;:although. initially taking the. line of
Castle Street. turned at: some p01nt south toward the Castle Street/Chapel Street car

R

i u NI T

park SN ; .

If the f1rst premlse was accurate then, even;though the wall could not he
1ocated. it provided.a rare opportinity to examine an atea immediately within- the
town:wall's, perineter of the medieval periodi If ‘the :latter:was: the case, :then the
foundations of walll would be exposed forsdetaxled examination and the 11ne of “}gg,f
direct1on confirmed, i+, w1 TR R

. Bkcavation ccmmenced on 12th December 1984 using a mechanlcal dlgger to establlsh
a tr1a1 trench to. test: the modexn and:archaeological: strat:graphy. Trench I, wrilsiuo
arbitrarily cut in the direction’of Chapel :Street:from a central point within. the car:
park, imeasuredi 1,5 metresiwide by 2 metres: deep, @nd ran for a length:of 35, 80, metxes
along an eastern aligmment, parallel with Castle Street, At this: point:the Trench
located a:-substantial  stone. structure and mechanical ‘ekcavation.ceased.: i~ 4

. 1Intensive cleaning -revealed :ani 8 metre length of sandstone wall, . constructed in'-
ashlar blocks of regular size and bonded in good quality mortar. The surface of .the-
wall measured 2 metres in width and had a flat horizon, suggestlng that it had been
deliberately reduced to the level at which it was located: The size and. or1entatlon of
the wall's line of direction, north/south towards ‘the Castle-bailey, strongly & oo
indicated that the foundation of :ithe Medieval Town Wall had sbeen: 1ocated.iConfzrma~
tion of this theory was established durinng the excavation of the wall's construction
trenchgwhen medieval pottérygof.theﬁlath.centuryswas-recovered.

‘Due to: the rapid location-of ‘the wall, avea stripping east and west of the wall's
foundatlons was commenced by machine. The view was held that if two larger areas were
opened, one beyond the:'wall, and one within the wall, additional:infoxrmation relating
to Oswestry's medieval background may. be -forthcoming, Foundations of several buildings
were recovered in both.areas, dating from the 19th,; 18th centuries and late medieval
period. Beneath the late medieval:structure :in the north section of the area west of
the -town wall, .two .almost complete animal skeletons, thought to be: plgs, were removed
and sent. for. 1':=3t=_~r.|t:ifxcatmn..,=-.%u:*'= R P T e

On the last weekend of:the excavations a: machine cut trench 1ocated the moat,

13 metres east of the town wall foundations. Four wetres in' length, the 'section could
not be extended.further east: towards: Chapel Street ‘without disruption and ‘danger to
traffic., The view of the moat profile in the north section of the trench revealed a
capping of mixed clay, soil and cobble, and eleven tip lines of backfill dump. At
nearly 3 metres, the deepest point of -the:trench, the moat's profile was continuing to
plunge at a steep angle. Without doubt the moat had beeh’ deliberately filled, and not
allowsd to silt up. :Support for.this theory is lent by the clay and rubble tip lines
of dump, .and the deliberate: cappzng over the moat's top, prlor to the constructlon of
post-medieval houses. o . Lo dt iy o

“From the section vlewedxin the macthe cut trench, the céntral 901nt of the mcat i
must 1lie beneath Chapel Street;. and. its .eastern edge tnder the Methodist’ Chapel. . =

A combinat;on of adverse weather:and time delayed’ thé' location: 'of:the' natural
deposits in the area .of investlgatlon west: of, and>within, the town wall's circuit and
similarly, -as with ‘the moat;.it.was in:the last days of the excavation that ev1dence
of the earliest activity on the site came to! light within this area, 17f - o

.Five post-holes, once housing timber: uprights; were located. and’ from one of them
two sherds of :11th century, pottery:were recovered.: Four; of ‘the post-holes ran’on’'a’
north-south axis and were equidistant, It would be: speculative 'to' profferian 1nter»'-1
pretation as to the purpose of the:.post holes without the further evidence, unlocated;”
that ' pressure:of time: made absent.- However, what.may be demonstrated-is: that act1v1ty
existed; certainly. in;the llth century; in an area-well away from the site: of ‘the ™ :
Castle, whose ‘date of origin.is uncertaln. Dur:ng the eXCavatlon ovex 108 sherds of o
medleval pottery were recovered, -

i Clearly, the archaeological impl1cat1ons for cther areas’ scheduled for -

redevelopnent in futuxe years withzn the modern: town core cantiot be OVerstated
cooey ben i Pauk NeoReynolds, P

RIS R R
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Whitchurch Area Archaeological Group
Winter brogramme 1984/5 . ... e _ SR R
Lectures of interest. to_SAS members.,_'_ R o .
September 20th 1984 =~ _d_,Bruce Bennzson B A., Archaeologlcal Offzcer at o
" Rowley's Museum, Shrewsbury - "The Axchaeolongai
S . Collection of Rowley's Museum“.fiT
November 15th 1984 ' Richard Hughes of Ash - “FErming in the early 18335“
Decenmber 13th 1984 David Wilson M. A., Lecturer in Archaeclogy of’ the
(2rd Thusday) .. . . Extra-Mural Department of Keele University -~ "All the
- U4 fun 'has gone olit’of Archaeology!™ (N.B. This 1ecture
will be held in the Caldicott Library by kind
7 invitatioh of the Librarian, Mr Don Yuile),
January 17th 1985 " ' ‘Yvette J,E.Staelens B.A.; Assistant “Keeper, Much
: , Wenlock Museum - “lents and’ Bones = Recent F1nds

SR YU fram’ Shropshlre" A
March 2lst 1985 Joint meeting of Audlem District H1story Society,
Malpas Field Club and Whitchurch Area Archaeologlcal
Society, to be held in the Fdward German Room. '~ '
" “Nomman Dore F.R.H.S., author of "civil Wars in -
" Cheshire" = "Parllamentary Campaigns during the'
L ,Civil War in the Shropshire and Cheshire Borders“
Aprll 18th 1985 f‘_: '] . "'pk. David Hill ph.D., Staff Tutor in Archaeology at
T T Manchester Univers:ty “"offa's Dyke", -

As in pxevious years, the monthly winter meetings will be held at 7.39 p m, on’
the third Thursday of each month in the Lounge Bar of the Civic Centre, ngh Street,
Whitchurch, with the exception of the December and March meetings, the venue of whlch
has been’ mentloned above, o o _ _

Courses ard Conferences ~~~ = 7 o -

As usual Birmingham University are offering a splendid select1on of weekend
conferences.
Weekend Courses at'the University of Birmingham | B
Details of the following courses can be obtained fram Miss J.M. Lawson, Deparbnent
of Extra~Mural Studies, University of Blnn1ngham, PO Box 363, Birm1ngham B15 ZTT
(921-472 1361 Ex. 2188). : o R
Recent Progress at Wroxeter (Macellium site) )
Day School, Saturday, 13th October 1984, Wlnterbovrne.‘__ '
Particular attention will be’ paid to the Civil Defences and recent problems
Speakers: Donald Machreth, Graham Webster, ' ' R
Origins and Development of the Medieval Village bt h e eretid e e
Day School, Saturday 1¢th November 1984, T I
Birmingham and Midland Institute. In co-operation wzth CBA Gxoup 8
Speakers: Guy Beresford, Trevor Towley, Christophetr Taylor. o
Wroxeter: From Romans to Saxons - Third to Eight Century.
Day School, Saturday 24th November 1984, Faculty Arts. ‘
Speakers: Phalip Barker, Steven Bassett, Kate Pretty, Graham Webster. ' :
Current work on the five centuries from the end of the ‘great publzc bu:ldings, through
the transxtlon from c1v1tas cap1ta1 to Anglo—Saxon v111age. . .
Third Annual Conference of Technlques of . Archaeolog1cal Dxcavatlon. machine bdsed and
machine assisted post excavation techniques.‘ _ L e
Saturday. 8th December 1984, Faculty of Arts.,
Food and Drink in Roman TimeS . S
Day School, Saturday 2nd February 1985, Winterbourne. e
Various speakers. A
The Prehistoric Artist
Day School, Saturday, 16th February 1985, Eaculty of Arts.
Speaker: Aubxey Burl,
York: Then, Now and In the Future - A etudy in cont1nuity
Day School, Saturday, 2nd March 1985, BRimmingham and Midland Instltute. L
In co-operation with CBA Group 8. o - a
Speakers' Peter Addyman, Rlchard Hall, Derek Phllllps. -
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west Midland Archaeology, 1984 A o
Weekend non-residential conference, 16th, 17th March 1985, Faculty of Arts.~_ujf'” B

A round-up of research and.rescue in the West Midlands during 1984.“ﬁ_
The Archaeoloqy of Prehistoric Rows, Avenues. and Cursuses.

Weekend residential and non-residentlal conference.,
- Friday 19th - Sunday 2lst Aprzl 1985 - Manor House, Bristol Road South,‘

_ Bimmingham 31.. - N
.;VErious speakers; 1nc1uding Aubrey Burl.

Recent Recordings of, Vernacular Archltiecture in the West Midlands.
Day conference,. Saturdey 27th April l985, Faculty. of Arts.
1985 Conference on Copputer Applications in Archaeology - London.
Details from Institute of Archaeology. 31 .Gordon Square, London WC1,

The Graham Webster Lecture
"Celts and Romans in Britain: Conflict and Continuity“ - Faculty of Arts,

Prxday 29th. November 1985, . io o o

‘Unlver51ty of Oxford ;ﬁfili"“' L
~ We are. indeed; fortunate that the. Departﬁent of Extra«mural Studies at the University
of 0xford is within reasonable reach of Shrewebury. There are some very exciting

courses/conferences available. thls year.;-ﬁ
.. ..Details for all the. follow1ng courses ere avallable frem the Archaeology/Local
Hlstory Course Secretary, . Oxford University Department for External Studies, Rewley
House, 3-7 Wellington Square, Oxford OX1 2JA B T S S TEI

Farm Buildings: Their History and Conservation . " et e 1 _ﬁ_,h;er;iiﬁg

.To be held at Rewliey House 16th-18th November 1984 (weekend) . I
Historical Photographs - Bulmarshe College, Woodlands Avenue,. Earley, Reeding., L

Saturday 24th November 1984,

Medieval Moated Sites : Rewley House.ia_w e e

14th hall lﬁt’h mcel'nber }.9840 e _. v '__‘._;‘!‘1 st s ;i:‘{ oo
1838's Decade of Reform I T '"“me,hﬁ :
Saturday 5th Januvary 1285, L
Dissolution and Resurrection - the, Re-use of Monastlc Bu1ldings - Rewley House..hr‘_
18th~-2¢th January 1985, . T T
Artist and Patron in Roman Britain - Rewley House © ol
16th ~ 17th February 1985, e .

The Country House and the Local Historlan "*l' e ' PRI P
A day school to be held at Rewley House,. Saturday 2nq Mardh 198b.a.4,¢ff_‘ﬂff]".ﬂ}
The English parish Church in the 11th and 12th centur1es - Rewley House. L
26th - 28th April 1985. L R L

The Economy of Romano-British Villas .

Rewley House, 3rd - 5th May 1985. . o T
planning and the Historic Environment - The Managenent of Monuments.ﬁ, e
Rewley House, lst - 3rd May 1985 e o =

The Institute of Industrial Archaeology IR A
Our, oyn-Instityte of Industrial, ArChae°1°9y and the Unrver51ty of B1rm1ngham dom

"operate in organielng research and course programmes wvhich advance the understandlng
of industrial history and archaeology. cOurses which would interest neubers are. listed

- pelow and details are ‘available from - The Instltute of Industr1a1 Archaeology, -
Ironbridge Goxge Museum, Ironbridge, Telford, Shropshlre. TES, 7AW L o
Quakex Industrialists -~ A study of the Darby and Reynold Eam111es, John Brlght and
George Cadbury. o pe et RN g L Ll R :
Thursday lst November 1984. SRR o “‘””_l;”r s
the History of Housing o

A weekend seminar for people aotrvely engaged on research into. the hlstory of hou31ng

1n recent centuries. T S
saturday 10th - Sunday 1lth November 1984. . o _Y‘Hff o o

i

Preston Montford Field Centre' ”*”*:"" S
7 course on Field Archaeology, a part of which will 1nvolve a detalled ground survey

of the Berth at Baschurch or a threatened deserted medieval village, The couse will be
taken by Trevor Rowley.
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Miscellaneous Items

' Handbook of Shropshire Archaeoloqy

The first edition of this Handbook i¢ now available. 1t incorporates details of
as many sources and resources for research into the archasology of Shropshire as is
possible. Included are details of: local societies concerned with archaeology, museums
with archacological collections, adult education and basic information on where to
start your archaeological research in Shropshire. As a bonus, Dr. Graham Webster has
kindly allowed the inclusion of his Wroxeter Bibliography, and there are alsgo details
on the guardianship sites and monuments in the county.

Copies se available from: Yvette Staelens, Curator, Much Wenlock Museun,

High Street, Much Wenlock. TF1l 6HR. Price: £1.60 (cheque ox postal order).

Fred Powell of Wheathill would like to contact some person(s) with experience of
surveying who would be interested in doimy instrusent surveys of the DMV's in the
vicinity of wWheathill, He would be prepared to assist. Anyone interested should get in
touch with Fred Powell at Malthouse Farm, Wheathill, Bridgnorth.

Tel. Burwarton 236,

AR MR e mm e an am e we we tw ea am Ee wm kA W G eE e e ke bm A AN mR e ke Br A AR m am 4R AR M ke R e A R

The Members Social Meeting
I will be attending the members social meeting to be held at The Gateway Centre

on Saturday January 19th, 12,38 -~ 3.36 p.n. and will require a buffet lunch.

Signature: L

To be returned by Janvary 9th 1985 to David Pannet, 53 The Oval, Bicton, Shrewsbury.
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KACHAEOLUGY AND, VERNACULAR

Agein & varied patiern of ééﬁiﬁiix‘iﬁiihgééf%ﬁ§1¢§¥i37éviﬁehaéd by the'followifig
reparts. Of;particulanwigtggesﬁ”aré'the‘éﬁéitiﬁé'ﬂéVélbmenté'Whicﬁ’afewfaking‘pléCe
on-the site.of Shrewspury Abbey and expectations run high for a thorough investigation
and positive conservation propcsals to run in tandem with the redevelopment of this
site.

Editor.

INVESTIGATIONS AT THE ABBEY INFIRMARY BUILDING, SHREWSBURY

Th March 1985 & watohing brief was carried out during structural assessment work
at the Abbey Infirmary Building in Bertrvam Edwards Vimber Yard, fhbey Foregate,
Shrewsbury. The aim of this work, which was underteken by the!Highways and Transport
Department of Shropshire County Council, was.to ascertain the depth of the foundatibns
of the Infirmary building so as to assess the effect on'its 'structure of proposed
ad,acent road works. The operatiohs wére limited to thé SW 'angle of the building

and were closely larchaeologignlly monitored throughQut.g P S PTEEUE p
The building in question is the postulated Infirmar?”nerhr%wsbury Abbey and ‘its

surviving fabric is largely C12 in date. It appears ta;ha@e been situated, at the W

edge of the monastic-precinet.. The investigation.showed that the foundations of the

building lie 3m below'presehtgground;level,,and-congiét of ;large, flat stones of red

~sandstone laid directly on top of g natural/deposit’of sand and 'gravel, with pockets
. Joficlay. It must be Stressed; however, thationly. the base and foundations of the s

buttress of the biilding were located, but it seems likely that those of the rest of
the building are’et a simijar depth; as the buttress appoars to be coritempdrary with
the main body of the building. . The ashlar facing of the buttress was seen-to survive
in excellent condition at its base as compared to.its much weathered condition higher
Up,. wheré at/one point-its straight corner ;had been chamfered off to an angle,
possibly to/facilitate the laying of.a later drainage pipe. :

Running in a SE dircction.from the SW engle of the building was found &
substantjal stone wall, 75cm wide end extenuing for at least a length of 1.9m.
The wall’ was construdted maiply of /thd same red sandstone 'as that of the Infirmery
building, and bondsd with morter. Its W face, however, hid a/ pumper-of;-stones of -
white:sandstorie bulltiinto-it, ‘Wnich could be the result of later repair work. " Thig
wall Suttgd:di;34§l§ipp to the S well of the Infirmery dut wes not bondsd into it.
It also ektended ‘Lo the same depth as the Infirmury’s SW butiress but only stood to
a height of 1.75m, it having veen levelled off at a point 1.25m below present ground
ievel. The functioh of the woll is uncertain, but it seems probable from its
alignment that it originally ran to join onto the NE corner of the Abbey mill which
stood ¢, 4m S of ths Infirmary on a NE-SW alignment. The wall may therefore be part
of the monastic precinct wall joining together the Infirmery and Mill buildings, and
in so doing forming a continucus physical barrier along the W side of the precinct.
Directly overlying the wall was a brick floor of probably C19 date, which is

“* illely to be associated with: a. former:building, attached to the length of the.5 wall

of the Infirmary and which is known to have stood till @t least 1869, Part of the S
wall of the building still survives, and is built largely of reused'medieval masonry
from the Abbey, together with C19 brick. It is clear from the floor level of this
building that during the €19 the ground level was some 1.25m below that at present and
the depth to which the foundations of the SW buttress of the iInfirmary extend suggests

- ..£5%'IV%M}
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that at this point the dédieval groling” 1eél ndy Have bdeh Lower - SEIIL i 0n the W side
of the buttress and the pos,ib}gjﬁgepjppt wall sbutting it, patural ground was not
found until a depth of 3m, directiy Beldw’ tHei 't rolindatiohal Y Above’ thi's 'the ideposits

were entirely of made up ground, consisting of C19 building debris and which is

probably the result of the construttidh’of tHs'Rearby Shrewsbuty:Hereford (tailvay ‘lirie
iﬂaﬂ§§94“r§968fﬂﬁtﬁﬂﬂﬁ;i?;ﬂ%@?mgﬁlﬂw the rpilwgy\viadugt 25m to the ¥ showed made up

ground of a similar character o that &t the Infirmary tdnding ta'a depth of at-iiin

least Sm. However, on the F side of the wall that leads ‘SE fiom the Infirmary
butbress, sand, gravel, and clay deposiis, similar to that at the base of the buttress’

foundat ions were located immediately below the C19 brick floor at a depth of only
‘1.40m below present ground level. STV
wi A further wall was, located, 1.290 S of. the Infirmary’s.SW bitlrésd and’or the W«

k] i PP IR by e P o

side OF the 7précinct wall leading SE from”it, " o WHieh" 1t stopped 30am shott. ! This

isunlikely, however, to be of any greal antiquity as its base appedred’ togit on the

presumed €19 made up ground ‘and Was congbrudted’ of ‘d mixtdretiof 'ted and white :sdnd-
stone blocks of varyipg.size. It was located 1.25m below presént - groindileveliand i
was at least &0cm wide.

This watching brief has served to confirm the good belqw.gpqunqmgpchaeglogécal
-patential of the precinct of Shrewsbury Abbey and hes anphelsloed Ste- Importance ac.t.:
-one. of, Shrapshire s prime yrban archasologicall gites, 1= 10T I e i
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Following the above JHV“StlQEthﬂ s smqll hole ias bored 1nt0’the:é;"
Infirmary in close proximity to the SW angle of the building, to “doterinine the -
composition of the internal floor, The possibility that this building had..a. crypt
could not be ignored as this combined with the proximity of the road coti1d' undermlne
the.stability of,the bu;&dlng.n,The sngle.of  entry ,wag 42,5 , and a core,wasg, taken to
g, depth of:.2. 1am,and . digtance, from’the, OUtSldL wa%l of“1 %m,i Tne resultant core
iwas A clay ang . sand; mlﬁtqre, the latte; p0§31bly3gontam.naf19p from, the, sanas one
wall,,and,canaJned flepks of mortar, and,, acfu?} fpagments of ao wellqas fleoks o?
0”3?0031!3 i lihign Hr?ﬁﬁaizﬁ L R T AL N F IR PARPLRTA SR TR “u,grv CahUY nj ;i;p uﬁ; o
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9, ygar.

.Work: continued, during. the; winter, month§ on, repearch %Qto sités loqa'é

and a;a%ts)were made to; ageas where $evernnTrenf are dug to machlne this, o
Beg,iron, ore., dgpogltg n. meaQQWS nq:th)gf Bureattqn r —cpen the ?ueit on”i|”1”_
81;553811 Brooke’s 1nv01~embnt lnrlEOH wcrk;ﬂg aﬁ Forton f;vp 1189 he scuth at
Bromley L Forge, . and cnu re[e“ence to his cutt;n pf co dwuod at BlICl near Poqeetton,
awhichiis. only & . mlle fpom these daposltgi(LAU$0N oy he quegtlon of whether or. not
looally ggallab 8. bLt ;1m1tgd scurpgs of ore yas. su1tabje.for smoitlng and at whlch
pbrlods,;ﬁ Py have; been @Xplﬂlyed has §§an explored rccently in, three papersf ‘
E(CRU&SLEYﬂf CLELAND OTTER} AV si; to Ironbr;dge, 1ron+cally prov1ded ng clues,ij
butqlndeeqdenL reoeerch,nns proyed thgt work }s bBan currled out in thlS area ofl
industrial, archaeologyﬂ1pnd h@lpfulwnorr?qunﬁgnce wzth Mr Cleland and dis rusqlon w1th
Welsh:archaeologists:invelved in excavetion of 1r9nwork1ng slte$ has prpved uséful.

it must be: remgmqered that . ths q%cg waa nat pcrhgps as rbmote ﬁpd Free from\ﬂ,
wlndustrlquaut1v1ty in past, csntur; 5, as dpptars the oase now, ﬂ16/L1/ alassworks
at Ruyton Park? (SA2514) existed in "Ehe viseinity, and many routes,an r;ver cr0551ngs
haye; gone.out of . usg, the modern, map, therefore giving a Fqlse gmuress%on of Gdri'ei

Tl ;sn

commqnlcatlon L;nes,, forthcom}ng) ,Ihf wrxter wou}d be }ntgre$fbo LU hpa; Frcm .

L e A e B R T i A o S B e N L N o LB R R T T e S N A S L A I LA il

“anyone who inay,; have fLrthec commenab or aqfnrm E;on on; th;d qupqut L .” .

."

Blblloqrap§y° et i 4;‘nu otib i
Lawson J.B. Shropshire News Lotter Wo, “ha Hor3 7" Lo o
Crossley D.W.  CBA Research Report No. 40 1981 29 Dl
Cleland J. Current Archacology No. 77 1981 165 """u-Q;f; e
Potten.d.F. . . Industrial Archaeglogy. Review .y, 5 No.. 3 1982, Irenwo;klng
RYBRrY ,lln the chln%ty af, H@ybhxug@§( erey. Lol .
hd} ns bul nfﬁqni N e ”vuPagt era. Bayllss’ i

SHRLWSBURY D ATCHAM BORGUGH MUSEM SLRVICE,‘ﬁdﬂLtV 5. HDUSF MSEUM &HREWGBURY'

The arqhaeologlca; work, at the, Muspum hag. contlnued a,revelye around the ..
consolidation of the collectlonsquﬂecprd cards fer the,archeeologlcal col1ect10n N
have been, designed, and are now oelng ut1l¢zeq for, a systematlc c;galughtng of the
prehlstorxc btqnzawork e

The Wro%uter coin collectlcn has'uepn in thc hanqs of specldllsts at the Instltﬂte
of Archaeology in London wha:are preducing comprehensive, l;sp ,uf Lhn excavatlon coins
wh;ch will, enablq sasier and, gu;cker analy313 oﬁ the collectlon when it returns to, the
Museun in,March, 1985, . N
L A st eady gtr@am'of';aentlf%catlenq conklnue to Flow Jnto tbe Museum mo&tly
con313tlng of 901ns of a}l pu;lods 1) well as the ub;qu1tous ut;llzed 81 ones and
{, UMerous 1tems of, social history,, 1nt9reét, T ot i
... ., Ihe, most ;mourtantiacce931on haq begn a grpup of Roman copper al]oy obgects
" from Kathleen Kenyon‘s excavations a£ Wroxeter in 195? these were returned. from ,}
., the: Anclent, Mpquments Laboratory ip, Londan, | v1a Dr Gy, Webste; -~ and. are. acce 310ned
"under AB4/007/01-17.,. R - ’ ', .
, A_ma1or red;splav oF the Potteqs §taiklfgpm tne fprqm at Wroxefer 19 neartng
complet%pp It utllL’GS l;Fp-glze flgures and, will feature a reconstructlop of the.
St?ll to glve an impression of, what the‘g\enq mlght havq 100Ped llke 1800, years ago,
Brice, Bennison, | ..
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SUbﬂLSbIDVJ EROM IRONBRIDGE GbRGF MUQEUM ARCH€EOL0’Y UNIT .

Re%ulta Qf F1elaﬂ0rk_”' e v e I S PR ST

..... () e} il [Hi J{ ij ||J 1_533 TR

lIYTL'L DAW“;.Y el uhi‘i o “_"! ,mu Vi H sk b Tenaada 'i 'a‘{:ggz'_“‘ RETATeTRI AT
% 6331'}59 s s -'..ni})i{: Vi -*.:u'.‘{ !:umrrJ airht oo SA\QOZ.Zf” st i

) E\xéygL o huz”bégun ﬁgalh”at thtlé‘mele in! the’ﬁrounu% o7 't Sevéntedith!
centuryit mb r—frﬂ ed blildings’ b@lng dléhﬂnﬂléd By thé”Ifbhb1idga Gorge' MuseUmQ‘Far
remcva ’t “Ehe' Bliéts Hy4 £§1te. The'trench has Been éxtéhded i grder o 1HVe%tlgoLe
further boéh’ihe BUiddndd FOR B Mediovdl house FIBAN End” early’metalworklng’dlscbbefed
by the unit in 1982, Uurlng the course of work more extensive eighteenth centiry
ant1V1ty has baun reqagniéad ,The excavation will be extended beneath the stending
buildinds Gs  sooH s pogdililé:®

The Victorian shO) adjacent to 15?9ga Holly Road has been campletely dlsmantled,

and ell bricks recorded. It will be re- eroctéd at’ Blléts Hltl ‘nusetin ' e's B, ﬁé """

,,_{ ) FRRTURIR SRR SISIFY RO NEEY

..... Kery:'

CEa b Field) e b,n Fhdned” bu1ldid"td‘tn6‘"outﬁ'of 15/45K" Hol'ly ‘Rbad, /18" ﬁOWSAlzolg
almos complcteiy dgrﬁ Daring ‘the work' e ‘Rave discoversd that’ thé buildihg was™
cpnstrhcﬁbd ;5 " 9’*“ ]he céntral Glden péét ERUBE Wb uﬁen”dt ground’ lévelj
&ting that thq QUllGlﬂ YAag criginally 4 ith stﬁliedi pen half’ “The/ wattly!
ub Smo Jlke | 1106d vids'! iﬁseft?d 11t6 the” ?u1ld1ng gnly"a’ llttle Tatet Lhén gheliadi
ereculon oF cﬁé fiém@l"s mé of the ﬁanals OF the Smoke héod were replaced’wlth Brick
iRFITL bt | ee¢§’that the' mqsélvg EimbEr mantel dver the! ferP}ﬂCP was part’ of "the
canstruétlan or ‘the''brigiial - smoxe hood’E‘Perhcp deontshporaty with ths “tebuilding of
deh of 'the. flic'l Ee" jﬁpﬁ%ki Ttk thé“iobeylnr of the grdund level of 'the' tiidding
and’ Lne insert lGEI CEIRSE FluoE. STl F1o6r rﬂétéﬂion twg - muSSlVC tlmber heéams''*:
with pyremld etép 1cﬁ fhéméélves ST SR ﬁéﬂs’é g erlglnal e ntel of’ thé“'*”
Ftrepipce The“‘”p081{19niﬁb hasiéahaeﬂ'the méantel ‘to upllt'*’ﬁuch Of the shoke !
heod vas then rebuilt 1n Jrick; and Bt the' dame ‘tidie ﬂjbrpte arld-“ second Flile Wag™

ucted un thz upner ‘Floor, Ihter? the ireplhﬁe itsélf agﬂln narrowed Lb dreate

fflClenﬁ Fihgiot \nz; TR FES SRR rny gadnren PoVsas vl e

"Some ‘of tH”“W%ttie Andl daub’ phﬁelé“of the origlﬁkl moke hood ' hlive' tideti "Famoved
intact,’ furfhe; wofk oﬁ the bdlldln hobid‘clﬁrle the“éohétruatiohzof the! bhlmnEy,

-

ey

I!E

_{and it should be podsitle to' begif’ Wofk ‘Bh 15/ 15A Wo Ty REAG L a crdnk~Framéd “”tﬁ* ug;QjL

building, agein with a plaster, and wooa chlmney SR IASES
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BRIERLEY HILL A . A . , .
53 670052 o A T R N AN eI LIRRER TS (T N TN TR S s el
In MAFch" 1965 studdnts of ‘the lnstlt it of*Inglistrial’ A%Lﬁaéﬁlogy corbied sUb"
a recording project et the site B R "brafeh ofi the’ Shrbpshlte céﬁxl‘potentlnlly
threatened by ‘the fronnrldge vypass, from 1791 the cenal terminated in two
pelpend;?ul ghalts down which Largaes were, raiged ?nd 10wered. At the bottom )
pla Leways 128 o the Coalurboﬁdal fOnwoiks and” the Rlve; v %"‘In (9¢‘£ e
shafts we@e replavuq_by an’ 1n611ned fldrie. - fﬁ*Tﬂﬂﬂ a failvay Was_cbnstructed
aloﬁg Lhé towpdth, ‘and by 1837 the' candl was but! of ‘ugel, vl Ta on i Bty Lo

"TThe alba betwsen & kAl Bridgs' hid the' “O18 Wind” "L the ‘site of the' inelined

. plape [ Was survey ed in order fo lorete the o]d llne oF the canhl'*énd'any lemalniﬁg

"febldehcs thr''the' fhafté &t plan
o ”“Thé Bankl
keystdhe, “The' dpandrels sre' b1ilht1y donbave’ and the origingl bxldﬁe ‘seéms £o héV§

NURE BRI Wi BT A bt oon

1dﬁe was a 31ngle spbn arched’bridgb AL ‘af btk with ‘Astone P

piers on ench'anu‘mpn;, The areh has been filled with coursed blockd of 'fubpads E1a
after 'ehis baphl went 'out! Gf‘USBo! The’éengf 'af” the bridde; hﬁS ‘oW eroded‘léhvan the
moderh’ road‘éUpported ‘eritirely upon thed’ svdg“flll “Parts, of the Bridge’ h*vb Setari
rebuilt in o derk purple brick and on the soith die’ the’ slag is’ “eolibgld 114" pe-géd
ori 1nal Bricks." ‘The “éudilding jlnd thc blocklpg ‘of "the” oridqe ek ﬁhebcforé‘ho nave
bee Conterhpoi.ary : TSR] ST FRT R TOIRE N r:l ain II"i
ke’ nor*hern”keystonelbf the Bribige Hed an' Obdnancs’ Slirvey’ da ', cut intﬂ“lt ‘and
on the southern side another arrow has been cut into tLe brlckwork ?‘\ HINBEA
‘”A‘“Lhéiﬂtd‘WInd ‘the '1iné bof ‘the 1nLlfHed ‘plakie’ wherd it ‘tuts, ‘inth the hillside is
clearl\ viginle" déopi{c cohélderaoﬁe oumplng BF rebent rUbblsh Stone maé&hry ‘¢dn be
sdon 1 bhe dtstern FREE 0T thd' clibitThg! ™ AR Bld “Well” to' the hébth of ‘tHE Plans may
have been a ventllatlan“éhafi for the tunnel linking the two original shafts.
However, the 10ﬂlleioﬂ“bf the’ hbuse nearoy claims to have encountered a brick-lined
structure Jhlﬁst dlaglﬁg e ceSQpit to the north of his house, suggesting an
alternative lcecation for the shafts.

iF

L

M




The line of the canal is visible to the north of the canal bridge, but Lo the
south it survives only as a slight depre sion in a field The road to the Old Wind
lles along'en old: rarlway embankment His ‘ R A

~Ide aliy a geophy31cal survgy snould be undertaken 1n thefarea in order‘to lQbute
LIIB shafta . . i Lot L A TR & G !
BFNTHALL OLD VICARAC[“‘ v mes afduah o e e e
SJ 669019 I SRl ias .'-1;;;:5‘:'l Bolibi e e i_iw;.-‘.'w. Sidea w0 o0
“SA ,114;4 b AERTRE S P S TPRNT TS AU s B TR S IR TR T Rt RIS TR S LI R VRS U S TR ER :

In January 1“85 the archueslogy teem undertoaolk eycavailon in" advance: of the
Lutting ‘back ‘of @ bank ‘at the '0ld Vicarage? ‘Benthall. “In 1978 the Willkinsen’ 5001ety
~hdd excavated at the site following the discdvery of:ldrge’ amounts of Lighteenth
century pobrery by the then ownei, Mr Cragg, In paztlculur a number of complete salt
gleied saggareg ‘salt glazed stonewarés, ‘Brown’ glazed: earthsnwares and slip' wares had
been found i The 1854 census rcferred to the obcupmnt of the’ hoﬁse g A pcttér

CiFourt trehches were edeavated lalldf which plodnded much -potiery ranging ' F;om the
elghueenth to the tuun{1ebh centupy i date, none ofihich cunfirmed the existence of
o kl}_n T Lhc_ 11,(;, ! . ey il dtin i VSRR B RRX ‘.Ei“i‘,L e J‘f-":‘ ;

s A edaitiona) Flnc was 2 Mumser of ycllom bodied pipe 3N berhups S0¢m 1n‘lénguh
They are tapering in form resembling some types ofi drainsge ‘pipes which would be
Jﬂlned simply by sliding one ihto the other In this case a marked thickening of the
casing ot the narrow end of seme pipes and or 2 bulbous swelling in others suggests
some other unknown purpose,

LINCOLN HILL LJMEKILRS IRUNBRIDC‘
83 66903? t X = ° Pt .
v EThe Ulower portJon afi ltma klin Wag: ekpnsrd sy bu1]d1hd work on“A gite adgacent
to Buftans' Lébi vorks betieen the Swan and ‘the Matthou%e pudg in Ivonbrzdgeﬂ- Altﬂough
nd‘ further "damags ta tne 91t9 iS'llkBly to GCCUL “the Archﬂeoiog; tugm hnd* LJU same
nwrdmg= : SR H wE g i -+
Limestone quarrying: at Lincoln hlll was probqbly temlng plﬂca in thv Jate seven-
teenth century put underwent con51derable ‘expansion with'the uncre?sed demand for
fluxing limestone by 'ldcal ironwciks 'in thet elghteeﬁth centurygiﬁin the.' nlneteench
ccntu?y the Workings' were! owned: by the Reynolds fa mily who were: selllng stone 'to

fu::."-f S SR S

f-1ronw0rk at’ HorSenay and ‘Madelsy Wodd:’ Dper itiions here’on'a lat ge ‘seald seém to'have

“endid by about 18500 The kilng themselvés: were: producing line for” agrkculfura} and

& DUllclng purposes;’ “and viere ' wOlved by independent contrdetors:; Lime: kllns'ln the'zaren

were depicted Ly Turner ih:the 1790s, and‘by Munf-dn 802,00 e Pl
it Theexposed section represents abOLt the lovler third ofta Kilmit ‘Whe lasti!

cﬁrrge of mixed coal ‘and: limestorie wds still present’ in the basi suggestlng Lhab’”
the kiln would have been of a continuous feed type. The kiln: Was Yined with a ‘double

*thickness of brick and” supported: by ye}low clay whiel appéared td-have beer’ banked up

ageinst the kiln to the southd Anyitrace of a retaining wall td the south‘had been
lost. 7o the east of the kiln, and clsarly pre~dating it in “its, dohgtruction, was a

“echamser (With 'stone:wells' topped by a ibricked vault. - The" eastern ‘and’western’ ‘Walls

'

Wt The section and' the! adgalnlng”rnﬁsber are now complﬂtely b“LbEPVBG behlnd’ab”

viere pierced by small’ arched openings!, 62cm wide by &5cm! debp, buf ‘the' horthern ‘and
southern ends of the chamber were blocked by modern brickwork. The’chambér may’ have
alleved access to the base of the kiln for the draw1ng of f of 'the: calclhed lime
although ho 'trace ofid: ‘passage’ Ilnklhg the: 0p°n1nu ‘of ‘the" ﬂhamber Farid £He" bose’ of
theiklln hag' beern presarved. i¥iy 1nq4e‘sherd of pearlware was found withih tHe kiln,

]

- breezeblock ‘retaining’ walkl): 2ot

CALCUTTS mmwnﬂxs JPC’(FIELD _ o

S3 686030 CIN AR TR T O T I R ATy R %
frial excqvaulonb in sdvence of redsvelopment were' carrled'out bbtweun Decémber_jﬁiﬂ
1984 and January 1985 on the site known os the Calcutts irchwerks.’ v nvid 5 L g

‘The''site was most recently used by Marshall Osborhe &s' & brags’ Fouhdry' Between ' )
the 1?)08*8”0 1680 W HL Sinith' produced spP018119c tllt machlnory at an'1roh’fo'holy§vq¢g
here some' time: nfter 1862 when ‘the' Ssvern:Valley - RatTway wes built' across the dite. b
In:176778- e icanhon borindg mill was ! esfubllshed by George Mathews of Bloseley° And'a P
pilan of c¢.1880 depicted the bor1ng»m11lb hoiv owned' by Alekanider’ Brodie vho alsb hid pA
moulding shops; a smith’s shop and a blast furnace on the site. Pottery was being

manufactured here in 1728 and a map of 1697 records a turpentine, tar and pitch wcrkbi]z Jj
owned by Martin Eele,

50
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The ]arcest trenbh was 1oc ted in the area of the nlast furnpce nd.reveeledf
; the brick: u”l’t vaulteg arch. of,-what, may-have been the,water wheel. for the. furnace,
as well as tips of ash, slag and coel waste essociated with the use of the furnace.
realures prasumdbly aQ3001eted with the earlier pottery included a stone wall and
gitch cr plot bounvery contcining a double row of seggars. Much.eighteenth century
pottery was found including preus-moulded dishes and Jackfield ware, Theigarliest.
layers encountered were deposits of coal shale waste associa ted uith the turpent;ne,
tar and. pltoh works. .., oo . R
sAsecong (krepch wWas cut 1nt0,¢ne ewu nkment of theprallwby mnd revealed a brick

Floor asseelated with, the, ironworka, but mos? of}, the, deposxus were disturbed by!later
i act1v1ty,oy Harshall, D borncz,«;” o U e VDI PRIV P
Lewt oooSevernal. walls.oft. the canon. boning mlll surv1v$ above gnqurd,;nnd v trpnchea
were.dug. to. ‘urthertlnvesuigate them,, A-floor of hricks set, into tap was, found,
?“.stratlfleu over 2 -cast, iron: Floor,w1Lh «casting slots in-it. - This flogr 1mmedlately
1, overlay a levelled dump of ;eightsenth century: ipattery,. PQﬁ;n asgsoeiated with the .

making of pottery at the site. The other trench revealed ‘loors and wells:linked .

w;tnﬁtne brass.foundry as.well.as g VJLLDrlun grllJ which dated to, the wuse of the

sitg by W.H.Smith.as. ep.iron, foundry, o
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- VERNACULAR ARCHITECTURE ‘
11, Upper Bar, Newport RN DI %ﬁ %56??@

Application to demolish this listed building had been received from the anehs,
‘swh¢at & Kirkby,itd... Thg:fivic Society, objected iand investigation reveualed thet the
. building, was. s late C16, or -early Ci7 hallrond-crosgwing box-framed: bown house,, the
hall, being, two- ~gtoried. end- jettied towards the street, the erosswing. having a solar
or great chaomber at 1st floor level with an open decorative roof. A public enquiry
o Was, halg in SeptembarhiHPerm1581on te demolish, w”p.xafusedéngk S ari
The, :qlldhdll Newport. and Na. ,J”.lth Streeb oome t e e SABAY
~The,; Newport and District, Hlsto4y Govl sty made yhe,recnrd;ng or thlsulmpertant
eomplex the, first, major: exgrcise for, phe;r recording -group.; 1heﬂdompley proved Lo, be
. of, specinl interest; having thresy dlStlﬂCL building phases,. The, earliest,. No.. 1, High
St.y proved to be a fing four~bay hall, hiouse, .hox- framed: throughout. | The two:central
v hays consist .of.an open hall Whlbhrﬂ?s g -remarkable central: truss.. ;Late. C]éuor early
C15 in dats. The bu11dhn}1 itselfiis. lain C16. and -appgars; £0. relete,io corporate
rather,-than, domestic use. ”The date jof; 4615 which, appears, o, the, front. canngt relste
directly. fo the. structure,y.E%Leﬂslveiﬂ19 TE~ modﬁlllng took plauee uzgim RS URIT
Hull Farm, Stqttesdon . - : : SR\ 1ATR
An: ynremarkable, exterlor conheals r fcur bay opp1 hall at;flr%t floor 1evel wiich
,hpo decorative .rosf. truss €811 Ihe bays are: eech A4 Long.ne T AT S BRI EET S B
SodythEarm?,Duqleatcn Ghoperton e i Dt
sl hxterHQdeppeerangeb suggest n U shaped C17 boxmfrﬁmed ﬁarmhouse but th1 .is. the
-resylt of the, re-mpdellingof 8 aurmler gruck- uullt house., . Four dlStlﬂCt b-11d1ng
.ipﬁabes may:.be;. ;deﬂtlflbdo,utip il aL Cai S ot il ait g o
The Q1d Farm, Bucknell . i ioiu- NI ‘ sﬁ i’éamimsﬁ Vot
1o External eladding ennceals ﬁ C?I box Framed fanmhouae whlch probcbly fupctioned
a8 .8 . lonchouse. i, The farm uu1ldlnmo are, exranged around . a. courtyard One: of, the::,
bulldlngs contains. an uppﬂr-uruc& truss angd a. SJmllﬂr trst Was, Found inen -rear wing
of the house. Entrance to the complex 18 through the drift-house. :-fAn-.adjacent. motte
has been converted to an ice~house.
The Post Office, Bugknell SRR R St TR
The 1950s exterior CUnCCalS ¢ cruck-built hall house which has an open‘ﬁentral
truss, with.an,. archrbraced collar- bﬂnm,A‘Jg'., S emsen e i ST
2, Ryton Grange Cottaces..; .. . v SO i.g;;y72£>g
. Ahis, wag. kngun. to ccntaln ﬁ‘Lwo bey aruek hdll but recent &trlpplngnout has
ravealed *hat the .central. truss, conteined.a;  low bean” (prev;pusly -¢called ;. oy
” maqtelﬁoeams } see. N W Alcoek and M, Mornn ’low Opbn Truss., Beﬁmo,,.Vernqcular
quhttecture, “01.15,.3989,U\Tha;uther sunviving .cruck truss pangists of extended .
crucgs. The megns,of cperatlng thbulpuvre are, apperent.-* S STERT PO B PRI TP SRS
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Lower Farm; Chorley2 Stottesdon’ - Ty :
‘During the recording of this comglex in Dctooer it was noticed that this was

another example of the “low beam’ typologv. It is also a base-cruck variant. IThe

barn contqlns 8ix cruc? Lruqsbs R IR e '”"gni.f*ﬁ R

PUBLICA*iDN ‘ T S < o ¥ .
‘The book, - “Shrews bury in‘old Ptctura Postcards ™ by’ Madge Voran is now avallable

from' the town bookshops, prlce &7, 50 in’ hardbﬁék’{'”'ff'" Frie SRR
o _ , '3* Madgu Moran, A
! - REIUTT N I . ' PR
THF SdROPSHIRL SITEG AND MONUMENTS RtCURD (SMR = BUI%DINGS) R
“The ‘above Ras oné of Ehe foremost and. leading: methodologles for recardlng the
" featimes and’ charavterlstlce DF vernaéular and pollte bulldlngs in ‘thé ' British Isles.
At preSént theré are 7, bOU bu1ldlngs on 'this "fecerd;’ but ‘a much conttracted workforce
cannot ' Hope' to continle this" stéfllng work unless éqslsted by individual recorders 1n
the ' County who' continie 't produce excellént” meﬁsuréd draW1ngs ‘and’ reports, which
regrbttably do not seem to be finding their way o' to Lhe SMR in any’ quantlfiable
Cnumber.’ Thlé is ‘hore’ than' disappointing: it is’ devastutlng for the buildings™”
COﬂCDPﬂud Onco they ‘are - 1nvastlgéted by pr1Vate trecorders and their’ special
atiributes’ come ‘tor llght they' caﬁ'b° at 'risk. 'The aim of the SMR 18 “to record |
huildings ' sd ' that thay ‘can be ‘subsequently protectdd and firmly married to tﬁelr
acchasological context, Leave buildings off this record and they are at risk - not’
reuognisgnle by statutory authorlties, hlghway authorltles ete,! The ‘pitfalls are too
numérots to él?borate on here._ So T say for’ thb last time to bu:lding recorders
,ever_whére in® Sh“opsu re - please may we havé a’ c@py ‘of your work “'we will alwe ys
"give 'you' the credit for’ this Work, and- in returh we will protect your heritagé so that o)
you may in turn study it in rel*ttvé ‘peace, undisturbed. by anxieties about demolition.
This is positively my‘last word on'a ‘matter which is of grave concern in tnl COLnty kel

o :w‘.],:

!
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|

1

o . o Carole Ryan, Conservetlon and- Archaeology, B ks
e e '_" R Sltes and Moanents Rpcord, Jhlrehall Shrewsuury
il .!. H ’ e ! ° : . { ; B : . bﬂ/‘u
iRDPSHIRt COUNTY MUSEUM HEDVICE - recent, accegsions. o akxhdﬂiviibifL@\7
1w0 items of note have recently been passed to Much Wenloock Museum. SB '

Neolithic Stone Axe from Pattingham (MW 92/84)

Thig speplmbn kas discoverett abol' 20 /ears ago in & ploughed fleld at NL?ton, JUSt
over''the bordér “into Staffordshire.” It Eltried Up- last HNovémber on''a 1o éVery in -
Pattlngham‘ Fortunately its history had been recordéd by the: Flnder who ‘re- dlscovered
it and presented it to the museum far identification. The exe 1q'large and complete,
although ‘mich ‘'weathered. Its' general appearance’ and form'’ seems 'to point ‘te a Cornish
source, however, thin-section analysis will pfovxde the answer. °The axe. 13 curruntly
undergoing .examination at Birmingham University,’ under ProFebsor Shotton ' who' is the"
C.B.A. Implement Petrology Group representative’ for the West' M;dlands, It will be ’
returned to the finder once the research has bgen' 'éompleted.’ ; "L’”'
Bronze Age Sucketed Axe (MW 12/85) o

This item was recorded in the 1984 Spring Newsletter as an 1dunt1flcatlon,‘ The flnder
has now donated 1t to the Museum Service. ~Members may. recall ‘that 'this axe was..
reécoversd with'a" ‘portion ‘of ‘haft “intact. Unfortundtely ‘deéspite rigorous examlnatlon,
not & single fragment of this remeins in the socket, theleFore hopes of ootalning @
radio~carbon date have been dashed. Despite this, lt is ﬂnt101pated that the axe will
be samplad by D1 PLter Northover and tnct somethlng or 1cs metelllc CompOSlthH mlght

09 1ealned. o » A
. \vett Staelens,‘Curatori Mgch1Wen100k Museum,

THE' WGRK DF LUCAL GRDUPS . o
#hitchurch Area Archaeological Croup
Prrhaeologlnal Report, by Jack Flelf, _

During the year excavatlons have taken place- at! 3 'Roman Way., Mr Wllfred Pﬂple,
the houssgholder, found a small stfueture in his front gdrden which was constructed of
Roman roofing tile and was lined with mortar 8cm thick., It was 1 metre square and
30dcm in depth, thb ‘ins 1de belng packed w1th sandstone ahd secled with'a layer of
morter.

On the west side of the house, members of the archaeologicel section excavated an
area 2 metres x 1 metre, and at a depth of 50 cm,. Found a llne of irregular stones
running in @ North/South direction. '




In the rear garden was an area of heavy 5urn1ng which contained: CFBmPLPd bong and
two small; pits which alsc. con{ﬁlnen uremated bons. A large quantlhy of poc sherd
were founa,_q‘, : ; R FE.

Recent "Roman Flndq - ngn Street WhltChUICh '

Durinc April this year, 1984, digging was taking place for the Fo'ndq 1ons oF a
nev. showroome; The area concerntd was just above,the.Civie Centre on-Lthe; north past
side of . Adgh Streea, and the site to- tne rear. of - the pIPanL ’iowcrnss furnlture ‘
showroom some twenty . ghres, metres behind the street frontage.

Whilset this excavation was taking place, and at a depth of approximately one and a
half metres a collection of, shards were. found, They.: were‘;n\black topsnil - just -above
the. yndisturbed sybsoil, ‘A& the orea: is archeediogically sensitive’ these shards were
passed on;tg the Grosvenor Museum.rn thster, for Tim, Strlcklﬁﬂds repnrt Ond comments.

The shalds were all rathe; :large,. and, from one, spot whlch\gave rige. tq the P
ﬁpequlatlon that. we had. the . centents of .a rubblbh pit; and from, examlnatzon QF them
thig was of latas. Fllst or, early)second century.,. OF the, seventeen shardq recuvered;;
four Were, intruslve 1nd post medieval in dateyiﬂlqn‘,: .

Seven of, the Raman shards were of o grey, fabric, .a. palr belng the complete sectlon

of a oampcnulate bowl ho closa parellel n@s been, published for. Whltchurch, and . they
would be.uncommon, in Chester, LA similar form; from Had“;an 8. wall is dated, 168/260
The bowl; would have”oeen abayt,, 180mm, in olamgtea}qndiqbou lBGmm hlgh but the foot,.
is missing, ;. ., D e it e ;

.. Ywo.more; shards fozmeo thu JDlﬂlng 11m of a. grey 3ar whlrh would hqve been 4aout
1 30mm scross, the mouthgland thres, othars of the same fabric gave s Further rim section
and., Lwa beseb This . grey . faorlt,La,ln general tyglc 1 of late flrut Juky early gecond
: cenLury coarse pqttely 1+ The: mqterlulul§ imitation 5¢mlﬁn ware in. 30Lm and is thought
e have beeh of lopal, munufacture at. or near, Uqltchylch Gt g

The 1n si shqra was & complste sectxjn oF a, Hol? moltarlum of an;orange coloured
fabrlc, which had Jeen burnt after br"akage ‘ .

These finds- ntll be housed. in.a small . showcmse in, %he kitchen showroom from which
foundﬁtaons they ceme, and will therefore be avnllau1e to the qeneral publie durlng

shopping hours.

Rlch rd Hughe Ash woog“

.ot ober, 1984,

. . HAAG hds, a, few copigs left of thq,fﬁ]lﬂWTng publlcatlons The prlcﬂs 1ﬂLiuaé'
postece qnd p“Pklng, and., the Dooglxys should be ordered through Mrs Maxgaret James,

.....

Lo 21 BnthfleJab Crescent,. Whltchurch ~,=\,‘i}j”. T T TSR PR

Whltchurch Remembered y NN £? £5 o .

(A photographic, record, of. the toun proouoed in congunotlon wlth ShrODSthP lerarlgs:
whltghurch - A Sholt Hlstorirby R.B. James i,' . £, Dﬁ S B TR YT

Whitchurch to Castiiton, by Joan Bﬁrton oo £1430, T PO R FETR N P
{The life of John Talnot, 1st E . Shyewsbuvy) B R NPRIENNL R IR
Tiﬁnopnrt in the ¥hitchurch Area %RU&dS) &2 ?5 T LY T SRR

oy D.Barnard. e
b BORDFR COUNFIE% ARCAthOGICAL CRUUP 3 e '“i‘;wa‘:~(wé fﬂ,";fﬂ
Ddtall“ Jfrom:- Mestings,. and. cYCUfSlOﬂ a»cvetﬂry - Nr$ thh quyd 19. Middleton Road,
Lewa&try - Tel: Oswestry. BE1TOB ol L e i T e bt Eer o
SPRINP AND SUMMER PROuRﬂMHE 1985, .0, 0t e gt e TR

: TR TSR RN YRR S T TS EENTIE EEE TS I LT IR ‘ b e
Suncay 12 Mdy 2. 30 p m. Field- trip: Meet at Eershem Heritage Centre (51313493)
; For tour.of Wilkinson prethers” Iron Works sites in and
around Bersham, led by Museum curator, Ann Williams,
taking approx. one hour, followsd by vigit . io Heritage

Centre. The tour ond Nuseum ylsit are. free,u x“..h.,”.

Gebf i

Sunday 16 Qume,iﬂﬂ.BQ‘g.m Field-trin: MGE'.FENLLE HILL FURT RHUDDLAR CASTLE &
T Y S PBLSTA}YN RJHQN SIT& EXCAVATIUNJO¢Li; T VL TR R
Depe g, e g gy B ; Py e
Saturdey. 6 July,, . . 1, 50th AnnlverSdly of thb Clo&urc of the Glyn Valley e
‘ Tramway CPlefthDﬂ“, Ehhlbltlcnq, canel trips, ;-
displays.ete. all day. oo i s

i ERNRE TS R o A s

Sundey 16 July, 10,30 .. CAERSHS HOMAN STTE, DOLFORWYY CASTLE, MONTGOMERY. , ...
8. |




"“El‘w‘: e

Sunday 1 Septembsr . . COACH TRIP TO.LION-SALT WDRKb'AND SALT MUSFU%, NOHTHWiCH
DR AND NORTON PRIORY, RUNCORN, = |

. R LI

NON-MEMBERS ARE WELCOME AT ALL MEETINGS AND ON, ALL EXFUB§IONSg

SHROPSHIRE BARNS SURVEY . . Lo ; PN

Barns are of great interest in theit vquety of form and contribution to the
landscepe, es wol] o8 providing a record which historians can use to interpret past .
agricultural patternq  However nowadays they are largely used for storage, as .
workshops, adapted to accommodate livestock, or converted to entlrely non- agrlcultural'
uses. They are expensive to maintein and 1nsure, and as farmers can claim grants for
new, more appropriate buildings, it is hot surprising ‘thet they are disappearing at ‘an -
incrensing rate,

it is for this reason that the 5001cty for the Protectlon of’ An01ent Bu1ld1ngs hﬂs
launched a ’Dome%day survey ¢i barns, as part of a netional Barns Campaign. The aim
af the survey is to log the details of all barns in the country, 'so that an accurate
statement cain be made about the range and variety of remaining barns, and perhaps '
bllng some, pregssure, to bear to make, more money,avallable in the form of grants to
iarmels, fon thq malntenante ‘of . the parns, if they wish to 1eta1n bprns, or convert
them to other use The survey is co-ordinated county hy' county, and relies upon
volunteers to eonalete a §lﬁplb ouevtlunnalre for edCh barn w;th:n a parish, It is .
an ambiticus soheme, as there are ObVLOUQIy a great many parlshes to cover. In
Shropshire. 30 pavishes are currently being surveyed, bul this represents less than a
quqrtbr;of all pa rlsnes in the county, If ypu think that, you may like to help with
the survey in, Snrpp»plre? p]ease contact thu county vo ordlnaLor, Jan Enoum, on
ngniey 861772, for more detallu,

.]f“ ‘.‘,' STy !.HI.J. H !.‘\.!::

PUBL ICATIONS e T e

Council for British Pruhqeology‘--" e R ARSI SRR

Two' reports are due .for, publlcaflon in, Mﬂxch 1985 -,! S e

7.  Romian uthan topogrﬂphy in Britain and the Western Emplre L ‘ :
(Research Report 59) - edited by f.Grew and B.Hobley.

2. The archaeologjet and. the laborqtory (R R. Ed};”l;_g_‘,_=
edited by | ‘atricia Phillips. ‘

COURSES, CONFERENCES, EXHIBITIONS ete.

PUlIOW1ng the success of las% year ‘s Day Scnool Qﬂ “Recent Arrh eologlcﬁl York in
Shropshire', the County Museum Service is proposing to 1epegt the venture in 1985,
This year the Day School will be held op Saturday ath, November et the Council Chamber;
Shirehall, Shrewsbury, commencing at 10,30 a.m. Admission will agaln be free. A full
programme of speckers will he announced nearer the date. = ... RETE

Shropshlre County Museum Service - fortheoming pyhlbttlons at Br;dqnortn LJbrarg
“Street Entertainment” (June 9th - 29th).

llvely ;colourful 'exhibit featurlng the origins ﬁnd development of a varlety of’.
poptilar entertainments. The display is to include sections on, morrls d9n01ng, miming,
vallad singing, also less savoury events such aos bulT—baltlng, cack- flghtlng and
public punishment. Local traditions, tunes, songs and cheracters will be featured,
_there will also be a programme of children’s activities. In addition, the Ircnmen ang
Severn Guilders morris teams will be dancing in the town between 11.002.m. - 1.00p.m.
on June 22nd.

Shropshive Prehistory’ (November 2Znd - 23rd).
Currently being prepared by Bruce Bennison {of Rowley’s House Museum, Shrewsbury) in
in eonjunction with the County Museum Service display team, this exhibition will first
be shown in Bridgnorth and then at venuss around the county, Concentrating on Shrop-
shire’s rich prehistoric heritage it is hoped that a selection of artefacts from
museum collections around the county will be included. Hopefully incorporating some
of the more recent finds made ond reported in this Newsletter.

Yvette Staelens, Curator, Much Wenlock Museum.

9.




Courses of Interest te Members

The Institute of lnduatrgi} Archaeology . ' .
Details of the following can ba obtulnea fromithe’ﬂbove at Ironbrldgp Gorge Muoeum,,'

Irenbridge, Velford, Tel: Irpnbridge 2751

iy

ZB,EQQfMIi”ﬂiJassocxatlon wlth the "American, flSuOflc PrcséEVRtlon Trust” Lo

it i F N AL R R 0 T

7.5.85 Films as a ‘Source for historical stidy. ‘
R VR PCL TR AT
9;5,85111.: ,Period Pain :_Decorative Paintwork;and Architec}hraliMurals,-"-~_~~--~-
R Pain : : k,and Architectural Murals, -
' The Grest Western dallway ~ 1ts tradltlons 1n rbﬁi£e¢t9?¢_  ;;ﬁ“¥ "
¢j dnd eﬁglncerlng _ L
" Pribate InvSntorlesaéhd Lacal Bistory. 3'“'{” o B )
s [ R I I PHYEL L e ves C ! ' P i
85 Jobn Fletcher and Industrial Society. l e o
S IR SO O A LU T AT T ! Pl irt !
TIR N L T S R PR A T .o ST T E R O L B PR R SR U MPE PR gonengen ]
7.6.85 - V' Quakers in Indistrial History' == . { o e
96 85 R R L I Rt L o L R A S LN A o ' e ty i s i '
’ ex"'.‘": S ey T S T A e .'.‘ Lt s :‘-‘i'l Ll Tt RN E i i ; ::i Hi P
17.8.85 '~ "V Ironbridgs, anid Brltnln s Incusfr1a1 Herltqu Cd suinmes sehool 6 T
5

19.10.85 - E ’L8t0rdLlV8 Glass < radition qr”Desigh'F;bﬁﬁ18th”céhtbty;tp“‘: 
Vo pResent day. C0 G T

[

26.40.45 - _:*Threatened Bu;ldlﬁgs._ A course rev;uw1ng the pllght ahd’ pOoS ibi l’tles
"7 of new uses for barns, Pedundant’chiitches and’ textlle hl}ls._ Am fous st. JQ
for planners and conservationists everywhere¢ o ' : +
Courses - University of Oxford - Institute of Extension Studies _ R
Details of the following courses can be obizined from the’ Arohaeolcgy/Locnl HlstoryV_
Course Secretary, Oxford Unlveralty Dvpt., for Fxtcrnal Studles, Rewley House, E 7
Wellington Squore, Oxford 071 ZJA. f{j  : o .

wwx.- oo ot i TR

26-78.4.85  The English Parish Chuiich in the'11th 'én;c};'jfijtﬁf‘f{ffbfn:li'u}}ﬁé;&s‘;‘."!":
1-3,5.85 Monument Management. Py e poa
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SHROPSHIRE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY NEWSLETTER No.22 Spring 1986

A bulletin of news of archaeclogical and historic interest.
Fublished by the Shropshire Archaeclogical Society.

Acting Editor — F.A.Ward MA MIFA  1,Crewe St,Shrewsbury 8Y1 2ZHE

INTRODUCTION.

This izsue is simply & hasty assemblage of the responses 1
received to my call to various groups, bodies and individuals
for a brief summary of their activities last year and their
plans for the next six months.It includes one response, from
Cheshire, to a similar call to the most relevant bodies in our
neghbouring counties. .
Fenny Ward,Acting Editor

THE SITES AND MONUMENTS RECORD .

The compilation of the County SMR has continuwed during 1983,
a further 140 entries being added.Comments have continued to be
made on planning and conservation proposals, and archaeological
contributions made to Local Flans.Development and threats to
archaeological sites have also been closely monitored, and
arrangements made for any necessary investigations.The annual
programme of aerial photography again concentrated on West
Shropshire.

The first stage in the computerisation of the 4000+
archaeological sites on the SMR, the creation of the database,
has been completed.The mastering of the current version of the
_HBMC Software,which enables the production of indexes,tabul ated
lists and gazetteers,is in progress.A new version of the HBMC
software,which should provide interactive search and retrieval,
may be in operation by the end of the year.

Shropshire County Council.

VICTORIA COUNTY HISTORY

During the last year Volume XI (Telfard), the fifth
Shropshire volume to appear, completed its progress through the
press and was published at #50 in September.Work continues on
the last ‘general’ volume (IV,written largely by outside
contributors),which will deal with Shropshire’s agriculture and
architecture, and on Volume X, a 'topographical’ volume to
include parishes in Wenlock liberty and Munslow hundred, from the
Severn BGorge,along Wenlock Edge,in Upper Corvedale, and
extending to the Stretton and Clee Hills.There has been useful
collaboration with the new Keele Office of the Royal Commisison

on Historical Monuments (England)
' G.C.Raugh

VERNACULAR ARCHITECTURE : .
' Investigation and recording of Vernacular buildings
continues and some of the results were on display in the
exhibition of "Old Houses of Shropshire" at the Gateway during
February.During the last 12 months several interesting
discoveries. have been made, perhaps the most exciting being a
farm-building in Easthope which was once a hall-house of great
significance.Two aisled trusses survive and it may have been
fully aisled originally. It also had a crown-post roof.

The loss of "Eeslow” near Wroxeter was regrettable. Far from
Being an ordinary Regency farmhouse,which its external
'appearance suggested, it contained t4th century and sarlier work
including & range which was jettied on all sides.

I shall be running a 20-week day-time course at the Gateway

in the Sutumn.Details will be available later.
’ Madge Maran

-




BIRMINGHAM UNIVERSITY FIELD ARCHAEOLOGY UNIT

Work in Shropshire 19851986

During 1985-B&,Birmingham University Field Archasolaogy Unit
was involved in several projects in Shropshire.

Excavations at lLudlow's Carmelite Friary, carried ocut by the
Unpit 's Manpower Services Commission "Roving Team" and funded
mainly through public subscription, were completed in August
1285, A popular report on the results of the excavations is due
to be published later thise year by the Ludlow Historical
Research Group.Thanks to the sponshorship of the owner of the
land,the Friary remsains are to be preserved as part of a public
garden. The Unit’'s MSC Roving and Display Teams are at
present invelved in consolidating and landscaping the site and
in producing an accompanying display of the archaeological
discoveries.

During the winter of 1?84-5, an area excavation was
uwndertaken on a short section of Wat’'s Dyke (a madjor linear
@arthwork on the fAnglo Welsh border) which wag threatened by a
new road system. Several phases of activity were identified,
including,mast spectacularly,a 2.75m deep & 7.5m wide ditch with
accompanying rampart: a very substantial feature which had not
apparently,been evident on previous trenched cross—section
.examinations of the Dyke.

In Shrewsbury itself a major new project,the Shrewsbury
Heritage Froject, was established in 198B3. This was in response
to a development proposal for the area south of the Benedictine
Abbey of 5t Feter:an area which once comprised the greater part
ot the Abbey’'s walled precinct and part of one of the adjacent
suburbs of medieval Shrewsbury.Excavations are currently in
progress and it is hoped that a combination of research into the
unusually complete documentary record and of careful
archasological investigation will vresult in a much greater
understanding of the functioning of the Abbey as a whole and of
its role in the development of the medieval town.

For the future...BUFAU has produced a Research Design for
the archaeological examination of the proposed route of the AS
bBut it seems unlikely that funds will be available for this in
1985-86.1It is hoped that work may commence in 1987-88.

WHITCHUREH AREA ARCHAEOLOGICAtL. GROUP

The Group arranged a varied programmne of ight lectures and
three field meetings,all well-attended.

The Archaesological Section carried out an excavation in a
garden outside the northern defences of the Roman fort and a
small chamber constructed of broken Roman building. material was
discovered but is still unidentified. &t the same level were
several structures which indicated that the area was of an

industrial nature.
In the Local History Section extensive research is continued

by several members. Douglas Barnard’'s booklet "Transport in the
Whitchurch Area,Fart II ~ Canal & Railways" was produced last
October ,and was sold out by Christmas.




BORDER COUNTIES ARCHAEOLOGICAL GROUP

Border Counties Archasological Group’'s activities for 1983
bagan very rigorously,when amidst snow showers,members of the
Group took part in the Oswestry Festival Gardens dig.This was a
follow up to the very successful December 1983 excavation when
the line of the Medieval town wall was discovered.The 1985 dig
revealed considerable Medieval pattery, which would appear to
have been rubbish thrown over the town ditch.

In a more sadentary mood, the group also held. a number of
wintaer lectures covering topics such as the Glyn Valley Tramway
and Domesday Clwyd.

The summer ocutings were to Bersham Industrial Heritage
Centre, Moel Fenlli,Rhuddlan and Frestatyn in Clwyd, and Caersws,
‘Dol forwyn and Montgomery in Fowys.

Our Summmer Frogramme for 1986 includes visits to the
Greenfield Valley,the Llangollen area, and Shropshire’s Abbeys
and Friories.’

In the Autumn,it is hoped to hold & number of practical
cessions.Further details of these will be printed in the
Newsletter or can be obtained from our Frogramme Secretary,Ann
Williams,at Bersham Industrial Heritage Centre,Wrexham ,Clwyd.

CHESHIRE
The problems of the management of eatrthwork monuments have

been discussed with the Eaton Estate south of Chester. This has
led to clearance , and improvement of access to the fine motte
and bailey at Adford and menitoring and trial excavation of a
large meoated site at Belgrave. The latter appears to be
surrounded by the undisturbed earthworks of a garden of c 1300
laid out by Richard the Engineer. .

The wider issue of managing the historic landscape .
particularly in lowland rural areas, is being considered.Two
areas in the former cheesemaking region of South Cheshire,
Castletown and Edge, have been taken as good but typical
examples of the late Medieval landscape, and ways of developing
management and enhancement are being explored.

The chance find of an interesting Early Bronze Age hoard by
a metal detetector enthusiast at Bridgemere should lead to an
excavation of the site this autumn. Prehistoric hoard sites are
rarely accurately known, and hoards of this date are most
unusual . '

The wider issue of historic or relict gardens is of growing
interest.Any well-preserved earthworks and/or structures from
17th centwry or earlier gardens known to readers would be of
great interest in comparison with an increasing number

recognised in Cheshire.
SSC/RCT/MED

Cheshire County Flanning Dept.




SOME DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

The SAS Summer Meetings Fraogramme is enclosed,but  members may
also wish to take note of tha following:-

The Institute of Industrial Archaeology Short Courses Frogramme
Thurs 8 May HISTORIC BARDENS

Wed 14 May LECTURE "A FROSFECT OF INDUSTRIAL HISTORY"

Thurs 15 May CONVERGING ROLES OF MUSEUMS % THEME FARKS

Tuea 20 May SHROFSHIRE'S SEASBONS '

Mon 14 to Thurs 17 July INTERNATIONAL SEMINAR ON WROUGHT IRON

Mon 8 to Fri 17 Sspt TRAINING EXCAVATION 1IN  INDUSTRIAL
ARCHAEDL.OGY :

Wed 17 to Sun 21 Sept QUAKEERS IMN INDUSTRY

Sat 4 to Sum S 0Oct  COALPORT COMFEREMCE

Sat 11 Oct CBA/IIA INDUSTRIAL ARCHAEOLOGY FORUM

For further details contact the Institute of Industrial
Archa=ology ’

Whitchurch Area Archaeological Group
Thurs May 1% IGHTFIELD CHURCH 7.3530 outside Church
Thurs June 19 TOUR - ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES IN CHESTER
. 30 Grosvenor Museum,ﬁhester

Thurs Sept 18 "THE REIGN OF KING RICHARD III®

7.30 Civiec Centre,Whitchurch
Thurs 1& Dct "THE .MAKING OF THE TUDOR DYNASTY"

730 Civic Centre,wh1tchurch

Recent Archaenlogzcal Work in Shropshlre-Day School

The Shropshire County Museum Ssrvice will again be holding its
annual Day School on the above theme.This year it will be held on
Saturday - 22nd November at the Shirehall, Aabbsy
Foregate,Shrewsbury.Admission Fre=.A full programme and further
details will be announced later.

EDITOR'S POSTSCRIPT

A number of items arrived too late for 1n:1us1an in this issue of
the Newsletter.Thezse have been held over +For the Atk uann
edition.0ther contributions +For the next issus would be most
walcome.The closing date for the next issue is August Tlst.
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ARRIAL SURVEY IN 1285 anD EARLY 1984
The wnnertainties of archasclogical alr-suwrvey are well
Hustrated by the conbras hwkvwwn Flving over Slwopshiicve in
wet and dismal sumeer of 19685 and the summer droonght of 1904,
%rné spil remainsg damp Lo {;he? FUn-up FLpenh g ssason of
; s (hetweon labe dune and early August) the tell tale
[,Hpm&li of archasological sites eroded by cenbturias :
ploughing fail to develop.brought by conbtrast,can ‘pailnt &
]'xi«'"i'l,,u“ue of the past’ across e landscape in a way which
slartle even bhose who bave regularly taken to the aie faor
archapologiocal purposes.

Mot swrprisingly, 1200 was an exceedingly disappointing
viaar for bthe recovery of new cropmark sites in Shropshire as in
most parts of i tain. Todesd, rw1y two new cropmarks were
vad, and most of Lhe well known oanes remalned obstinately
romible on the few occasions when flying was possible amld
Ehic swminsr winds and haze.,

By contrast, exeellient photographe of wpstanding
Toarthwork ” sites were oblaioed duwing spells of bright and
laar weather in the -'.{ v omionths of 1983 and 19684,in the Patter
cans with the advantage a snow-covar to further eaphasice
he patbtern OoFf contowrs revealsd by the low winte sunlight and
tha absence of swmer vegetation. Particularly usedul records
were ohtained for saribhwork castles and prehistoric snclosures
in the western part of the county,as well as for substantial
lengihs of Offa’ s Dyke bhetwesn Chivbury and Clun.Ridyge-—-and-—
furrow fields clearly pre-dating OFffa’'s Dyke wers recorded for
the first btime at Dudston, just south of the Montgomery--Chivbary

it

£
T

has now conbyibubed photographs of most of
the kiown sites in the western thivd of Bheopshive.Fatdere years
Will need Lo extend coverage Lo the cesotral and eastern parls of
the county,while still maintaining watch for new “crupmark’
sites and improviong the record of sarthworks which have nob yetl

' wwu%UQ!Jphwd in ideal conditions of light or wvegehation.

survey wikll oalso bhave a role to play in detecting land
change and obther modern developments which may have a
ological siltes.

fevial survey

LS E
damaaing effect on archae

Musson

THE NUFFIELD ARCHAEDLOGICAL SURVEY
fnetitoate of Indastrial M chasal ogy
Tronby idge Gorge Puassun

The Moffield frohasologioal Survey of the Tranbeidge

Just one year old, with one mors year to ruan, The swve
s Lo compile a copploete inventory of archasad rs(y ex )

froim Coal b :
of the ive

=N
T bhe whole of the Trorty Ladge Gorges
. voaiddes

Clark

by ot

Chrcaagh b Coalpor i,

h ded the baosd and  industerlal aspecls of tﬁtjr'}ﬁ 1

Sl fresy Lhe szaj the worbk Q=

i1 oA

ei Totdrigs
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Coalbrookdale was bhe subject of the +fivraet reporb. Fach of
Ehie plots of land marked on the 1702 Ordnance :
surveved for it's architectuwe.The itnformation ttself has
precented thematically, with chapters on power,industrial
micing remaing and different building types. Baphasis has been
placed on the use bthe map and pictorial sowrces, and wmaps dating
Back bo 1756 have been redrawn to a comson scale, bpases have
rovided new ideas about the development of land cwnsrship and
building in the Dale, whilst an intensive study of the ponls has
produced a new pictuws of the way in which the Coalbrookdale
Company used waleaer power.

Coalpart and Blists formed Lhe second part of the swrvey
stressing the archasological material within the ownership of
the Ironbridge Sorge Museam. The sites of some of the less waell
known industiries at Coalport were identified, and the Blist Hill
iron works have been reinterpreted.

This report is almost with the printers, and the survey is
moving oy first to Beobthall, which will be followed by
Ironbridge and then the Jackfield area. So far the survey has
hewts a great success,and has pinpointed areas of particular
archasological priority as wall as establiehing an boportant new
data base of the Gorge as a whole. It is hoped to be able to
axtend the project in fuluwe years.

FKata Clark
Judith Alfrey

Las7 /86

THE SHREWSBURY HERITAGE PROJECT

In 1785, the SBhrewsbhury Heritage Projecl wasg s up by
Birmingham University Field Archasology thiit,; ab the request of
Shropshire County Couwcil, to excavate on bthe site of Shrewsbury
Abhey and on siltes in the town centre, in advanus ot
redevel opment.

Eveavation on the Abbey site has revealed twoe phases in the
southward expansion of the monastic Outer Couwrt into a pond airedas
an early precinct wall, demolished by the construction of &
sguare, late medieval building, with stone walls ralsed on piled
fouandations. The building was of more than one storey and was
cguipped with a deain channel outside its south wall. The bower
levels of the site are waterlogged and & variely of woodsn and
leather artifacts have boen recoverad. The site of Uhe aonastic
building was used as a Lannery in the post-Dissolutian period.

Excavation and a watching brief on the Bennett s Hall site,
Festeshill  in the town centre,revealed large Late medieval rubbishe
pits at the bottom of tenements backing onto thie Town Wall.
Fyvidence was found for bhe demplition of Dennett s Hall o the
1&b-178h century. The Town Wall was examined, and Lhe LITh
centuwry core found intact behing the face, vebuill in the post
—mexlieval peariad,.

Excavation on the Talbot Chamber s

s e o Markeb Streat
Lh--13
century. Late medieval piits were fuond cub dnto yard
Bahing modern cellars and the site of a documented ficrcd i e al
(RERTH TRt ol WE o




ST. ANDREWS CHURCH, WROXE TSR 5A 13414
StoMndrew’ s at Wroxoeter is a partially Anglo-Saxon church
situated in the south west tarner of the deferices of thae Large

Roman cily,

The unused church was talling into disrepair when, in 1985,
the Redundant Churches Fund, with a grant from English Heritage,
noa programme of restoration which included arzhaeological
cavabion in advancs of the creation of a new drainage system.

This chiwech consiste of a chancel and nave,with a narrow aisle
Sitd vestry alorg most of it south side, and a tower to the west.
bbb thes standing building, the north Nave wall is Arglo
=EAR O For most of it length, dated by Taylor and Tavlor to the
Zthowr B8th century, and is buill of monolithic blocks of MESOI Y

cobibed feom the Roman city.

The church was given an Hnusually long chancel in the lLate
Lath cantury,which may e a reflection of its collegiate status.
A extension at the west of the nave dates to the late 12th or
Ly AL century.,

he tower is of fwo pPhases of construction. The upper stages
arrer labte 14Hth century, while the bottom S.Om seem likely to bw
Lath centivy in date. :

Behind the Victorian porch,; the south face of the churchy,
mave and vestry wers complaetely rebuilt in 1767, demolishing a
Pith century chantyy chapel v 14th centwy aisle and a 15th
ntwry poroh. The foundations of these demolished @lements of
the medleval Bud Tding were erposed in excavations for thoe (RY=I
dirain along the south side, and plastar stripping of the
tnterior esast wall of the 18th century vestry revealed it 1o be
the stubh of the 13th century chantry chapel, containing half of
Ao bhlochked Tancel wWwindow, which had been retained in the
cinstruction of the 17673 vastry., Bubstantial traces G an
erlenaive b century paint schene were observed within the
sirnhery .

wWhitle the main excavation has furthered the uwnderstanding o
the church’'s structural development, two further excavations
dpproximately 1. %5m sHuare saguars and 2m in depth, {for suakaways
north and south of the chiwrch, produced hand-made pobttery of a
Lype proviously unexcavated at Wroxeter, and possibly post-Foman
in date.At about 1. 50 depth in the south soakaway an intercutting
sEquence of ditch and pits was excavated, A nunbeir of these
poatentially Sth/é6th century sherds came from the upper fills of
the latest featuwre,which contaiied Roman building material and
potlery, In adaition, two sherds of late Sawon Staffoard-type Ware
warae recovered from Lhe backdill of post-nedieval graves.

(RIS

E2 R

C.Moffett

2757886

QQM.VHPIDNEERS VISIT SHROPSHIRE
Lﬂ 2arly May J.&G, Hurat and H.U.Ber&gfnrdg atcompanied by .40
SMper, spent e dayes visiling the 85 tes of suspected desarted

i Ly ] villages ang Classifyving them for the Medieval Vi1 L age
£ SF i e i N I = LIV DU <. oy g ; : : )
i Th I m WA Devhaps the 1get Major county viasit sy
& tordh ane Huy

Cbhe diovens of DLM Ve studies, whe hawve

L ; 34, ESTET
BHES AnEpecticos for thi Pty yesrs,
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ALl but one of the sites visited were in Corvedals and
around the Clee hills, an arga roughly bounded by B;iéq%aékh
Ludiow, and Much Wenlock. Twenty-four potential D.M.Q.é wmfpi
vigited.Bome were well -known {e.g.Heath and abdon) ,orF hqdﬁh;e
ﬂggeated by Trevor Rowley in the 19405 and IQ?Gs.QéhPthwer; !
viatted Lo examine earthworks visible on air photos éaggn‘b:
Fraf.d.K. 5t Joseph. Almost all the sites vieiled were classisied
after inspection as either deserted pr shrunken ;illé‘; T
sites.beresfard and Hurst's general impression was of Egm
general high quality and abundance of the earthworks Ho;ce
platforms wete ocbserved on most sites, as were hull&; wa =
proabably the maost  notable feature of the area. No arfazz,
house foundation earthworks were seen though, a %UFpEgéhﬂ
vhaervation in an area where building stone is Hid?]“ ?
available. ) o
i A fuller account of the visit is to appear in the annual
Report of the Medieval Village Research Group. The érmup’ﬁ-.
records, including air photos,record cards,and plans iﬁ )
available for consultation at The National anumenfaaﬁgcord =1
Fortreses House 235 Savile Row,london. | c

F.HBtamper V. 0L H

NOTICE BUOARD

The Whitchurch Area Archasclogical BGroup is at present
negotiating for the purchase of a reststivity meter,with which
it is hoped to locate the remaining confines of the Roman fort.

It has been suggested that other groups in the County might
be interssted in hiring this machine out for & reasonable fee.

Enquiries should be made to the frchaesological Secretary,Mrs
Janet Forster,The 0ld School House,Brindley Erook Whitchurch
Shropshire. (Tel.Whitchwch 4780)

FEEE I LT L LR T LRk

A M- E.H.Davies of 5,Tillington Terrace,Ashburnham Rd
Hastings,E.Sussex TN3ED B8 has requestaed that I draw the
Membership ‘s attention to the publication, {(on 19/12/83 by
Stockwell of Ilfracombe),of his book "Channel Crossing”.This
conrerns the inveolvement of his ancestor John Davies of
Wellington in an episode in which 230 workmen under one Aaron
Manby went to France in 1822 to set up an Engineering works andl
Gas Works. It also includes a story involving Frince Edward , Duke
af Fent and one Sachaverell Harwood, originally & ships’
carpenter from Shrewsbury.

EDITOR'S FOBTSCRIFT
Contributions for the next issue of the Newsletter would be most
welcome and should be sent in as sQo0n A3 they are ready - there

is no need to wait wuntil next Spring.




SOME

WIEINMTER MEETINGS PROGROMME 198 1 PE

DATES FOR YDUR DIARY

Saturday UOctober 18th

Vernacular Architecture of the Clee Hilles -— the results of

recent research.
Madge Moran
2. 30pm Bear Steps
Saturday Novembear 8th
Bewdley - its significance for South Shropshire.,
Members of the Bewdley Historical Research Group.
2.30pm The Gateway

Saturday December 6th

BOMe
fate

The Misericords and Bench Ends of Ludlow Parish Church -
new interpretations.,
r Klein
&.30pm The Frince Charles Suite
Feathers Hotel ,Ludlow

Saturday January 10th

Buffet Lunch and Members Slides

Catering by Bicton W.I. Ample Car Farking Cost £2.50

See

Reply =lip.Contributions to entertainment welcome.
12noon Village Hall ,Bicton
Ny SBhraewsbiury

Saturday February 14th

Woman in the Seventeenth and Eighteenth Centuries -—

the results of a three year project.

Drog

‘Batu

usan Hrrght. Dept of Local History University of fleicester
2 BOpm The Gateway

rday March 21ist
The Architectural Fersonality of the British Isles.

Peter Smith.President of the Vernacular Architecture Group.

2.F0pm The Gateway

Saturday May 16th

F1ax
o.J.

Furt

Visit to the Maltings,Ditherington,the formner Marshalls
Mill,

Pannett and W.A.Preen.
' Z.30pm outside main gates.

her details in the Spring Newsletter.

RECENT ARCHAEDLOGICAL WORK IN SHROFSHIRE

A review of recent archasological work in Shropshire is to be

held in the Council Chamber, Shirehall,Abbey Foregate,Shrewsbury,

commencing at Zpm on Saturday 22nd Movember 1986,

Frogramme
2pm Camerory Mot fat Excavations at 8t Andrew’' s Chuw ch
Wroneter
2.30 Raphaal Isserlin % Recent Archasological Work in the
Kate Clark Ironbridge Area
Spim Migel BRaker ¥ ‘ Abbey & Town: Archasclogy in
Malocolm Cooper Shrewshury 1985/84

ADMIBSION FREE
Organised by Shropshire County Muzeum Service

F
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Whitchurch Area Archascslogical Broup

14 OCT
20 NOY
18 DEC
15 JAN
19 MAR

16 AFR

Henry VII-The Making of the Tudor Dynasty
. Dr C.H.Clough

Food and Cooking in the 17th century
Mre Hetty Bryan

Tﬁe History of the Crossbow until the 18th century
Dr W.E.Flawett

Fate of the Templars in ths Midlands or The Life of
5t Chad Dr Jd R Studd

Chester Silversmiths
Canon M H Ridgeway

Im Search of the Legio XX VYV (Roman 20th Legion)
Me T I Strickland

All meetings at 7.30pm at the Civic Centre ,High St Whitchurch,

Telford Historical and Archaeological Saciety

21084

13m1i~8a
11~12-86
G287
S -87

2-4-87

Masters,Merchants and Merchandise:the trade and
navigation of the River Severn Fater Wakelin

History of the Feathers Hotel Ludlow
Dudlaey Castle excavations

Broseley Fipe Industry David Higgins

CArchasology of Ludlow Annette Roe

A talk by James Lawson

Non members welcome—small Tee charged. Al wmeetings at atirchley
Grange at 7.,30pm.Further InTormation-Mz if.5umnnall Telford S24aa1

-

Other Events

Sat 11 Oct  SHREWSEURY ABREY EXCAVATIONS OFEN DAY

Free Site Towrs from 10am, Acress from
Abhbey Car Fark.

Sat 11 Oct  CRA-INSTITUTE OF INDUSTRIAL ARCHAEOLOGY FORUM

Fri 7 Nov

New Purposes for Old buildings~Seminar % Visits
1O Z0am ~Spm The Bateway,Bhrewsbury
Advance Registration MNecessary - contact#

FECORDING INDUSTRIAL SITES:AIMS,METHODS &
RESULTS. Day Course directed by D- M.Stratton. ‘
Contact #* Janet Markland,institute of Industrial

Archarology, Ironbridge Gorge Museum Trust, Ironbridgs,

Telford,Bhropshire TF8 7AW Tel Ironbridge 2751

Sat 15 Nov  THE ARCHAEOLOBY OF CLWYD
Bun 14 Moy A 2 day review of the Archaeology of Clwyd from the

Faleolithic to the Fost Medieval periods. Organi sed
by the Clwyd Fowys frchaeological Trust and Clwyd
County Council.Contact John Manley,c/o DARE,Cluyd
County Council,Bhire Hall,Mold,Cluwyd.CH7 &NH

Tel. Mold 2121 Ext232s or 2745



REPLY SLIP

.

Toe- The Meetings Secretary,David Fannett,Merton Murseries,
Holvhead Rd,Bicton,Shrewsbury, Tel Shrewsbury 850775
¥ 1 1

T/ shall he attending the Memnbers Meating at 172 noon,  January
Loth 1987,at #icton Village Hall.

Hﬁﬂﬁg,uu»,..».,..",,.“,Nug..&n"h...u...,,,
ﬁDDREBB.,h.".ﬂn.ma.nﬂu,un,“,.,,",..,..,,
e T T I =L S 1 5
T oneed help with transport/1 can offer vueesplaces in my car.

Please state any contribution to the programme ofF education ar
entertainment.
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A bulletin of news of archasological and historic interest.
Fublished by the Shropshire Archaeclogical Society.

ARoting Editor F.RJMard Ma MIFA 1,Crewe 5t,Bhrawsbury SY1 2HE

Editar’'s nots.
Any views expressed in items in this MNewslsttar are those of
the individual contributers,and do not nacessarily reflect thase
of either the Editor or the Shropshiré Archaeclogical Society.
The reference numbers with the prafix "SA" allude to ths
wnigue Frimary Reference Mumbers (FRNs) of individual sites or
buildings in the Shropshire Sites and Monuments Record{. (SMR)
Tha absernce of an "SA number" does not necessarily mean that a
particular site ar building is not recordsd in the 3MR.

A WATCHING ERIEF AT THE TALBOT CHAPEL ,LONGFORD SA 794

The Talbot Chapel ig all that remains of the medieval patish
church of Longford,demolished in ¢1803 to make wavy for the
prasent chuwrch of St Mary.The Chapel,which measures &.0%m by 3
2.63m internally,is Cl3th in date with a Ci7th roof.Cranageit)
demonstrated that it was a chapel attached to the S side of the
medieval church and the Rev.Williams® 1790 painting of the
church (2) shows. the Talbot Chapel attached to the S side of the
chancal .1t is presumably the "“Lord Shrewsbury’'s Chancel®
recaorded in 1802. ‘

In Movember 1984 a watching brief was carrised aut diring
drzinage works at the Chapel.The following is a condenzed
version of its results,which have been deposited in the relevant
detailed records file of the 3MR.

A drainsge trench &0cm wide and S0cm deep cut along the B
wall of the Chapel exposed a Z-stepped chamfered plinth of the
same bulld and character as the Chapel wall,It was almost
cartainly originally intasnded to be visibnle,but had subsequently
been masked by a F0cm rise in the strraunding ground level. Mo
featuraes wers noted in the extension of the § side drainage
trench to the &0cm deep zcakaway dug ¢ Sm W of the Chapel ‘s W
wail.

The section exposed by the excavation of the soakaray
consisted simply of a lower laver interpreted as material from
thae C17th demolition of the church,succeeded by brown earth.

The drainage trench cut along the M side of the Chapel wall
revealed no trace of a plinth; thus confirming that it lhad
never been a free—standing structure.At a point 1.9%m from the W
end of the N wall,at c4Ccm below the modern ground surfaces,the
tranch exposed the red sandstone footings,only Sdom wide,qf a
wall running M at right angleg from the Chapel s M wall.They mav
fave represented the base of 2 former chancel screen in the old
church. Immediately to the W of this postulated screen wall,at
33cm below the medern ground surface,some complate and
fragmentary medieval floor tiles were found,which may have
indicated the medieval floor level at the E end of the nave of
the old church.

Directly adjacent and to the W of the Chapel "= Nl corner Lhe
extansion of the N drainage trench to the soakaway encounterad
#n area of large,hard packed red sandstone building blocks and
lima mortar at a depth of Z7cm. However ,they did not appear to be
the remains of a wall and their gosition did mot correspond to
any walls depicted on the gainting af,l??Q.Théy were thus
tnterpreted as rubble from the demolifion oFf the old charch.
1.0.H.5.Cranage (1903) An Architectural Account of the Churches
of Shropshire,Ft Y11,504-4 Moo
2. SPL Manuscript 172,val 2,ai-2

e g e 4 rem
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THE ABBEY CHURCH,SHREWSRURY SA 983 : -i
A measuread survey of the standing remains of the norih and
zouth transepts of the late [lth century Abbey church was
uwndartaken in late 1986 in advance of consoladatian.
Both transepts consisted for the mast part of criginal
tabric. In the case of the north transept a two-light tracery

~headed window had been inserted into the opening of a primary

windaw, probably in the late 14th century.Bround reduction hers
srposed & short foundation,probably defining the width of a bay,
and possibly forming part of the base of a secondary tumb ar
a&ltar.

Copies of the report and drawings have been deposited with

the SMR and tHe L3L.
C.Maf+ L
R.U.F.

»Ifﬁ

THE SHREWSBURY HERITABE FPROJECT

Wark is continuing both in the town centre centre and at
Shrewsbury Abbey,the farmer Benedictine Shbey on the sastern
edge of the town.

Shrewsbury Abbey
Excavation work on the "Gueen Anne House" site, lacated in

the south-west corner of the abbey precinct,is nearing
complation. A deep and complicated sequernce of waterlogged
deposits has bean revealed in which it is possible to trace the
expansion of bthe precinct southwards in the later mediowval
pairiod, Water-lain arganic clays rising onto gravel suggest
that in the lith and 12th centuries this was an area zloping
from the outer-court of the manastary ta the fishponds., In the
13kh century an expansion saw the construction of & sandstone
precinct wall across the area and this was replaced in the 14th
century by a large,square sandstons building , constructad on
timber pilings, which was of very Figh guality and swvived
until ci340 when thes monastery was dissolved.

A large and varied assmblage of artefacts has been recovered
during excavation, the highlight besing a silver bowl af 14th
century date with a amall leopard’'s head stamp on its rim.
Freliminary research suggests that this may he the sarliest
axample of an English Sterlimg Standard mark recovered in this
country to date, and bthe bowl is to be the subject of a detailed
study. A large collection of later medieval pattary, including
&n wnusually high number of ceramic bottles and jugs, was
discovered in the area outside the sguare building, and thess
together with large guantitiess of wooden and léather artefacts,
suggest that this arsa was used for refuse disposal in the later
mediaval period. This rich assemblage is at prazanlt under study
and shouwld provide a great deal of information on the laber life
in the monastary.

Work has also started on the western edge of the precinct -
the "Gaode and Davies" site - close to the "Old [rfirmary"
building. Freliminary study of the structure and forea of the
building and evidence from =arly illustraticns fas sugges bed
bhat its function might have bheen that af a minor gata-hcuse
Aassociated with waterside warehousing . Limibted excawvation ta
the waest of the building has revealed large 19th century dumps
of material infilling ocne arm of the Ras Brook,

M.8. Couoper
Shrawshuw vy Heritage FDJEE
B.U.F.a. U,
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THE PROPOSED AS SHREWSBURY BY-PASS

Birmingham University Field Archasol ogy Unit (B ULF ALY L at
the behest of Shropshire County Council, has producsd a research
design outlining a strategy for prior evaluation and any
necessary full excavation of szeven sites identidied by aeriszl
nhotography along the course of the proposed new road. The =ites
ara of presumed prehistoric and Romano-EBritish date and im
general fall into a category of rural settlements with
associated fiseld systems.

English Heritage have boen approached wilth a request to
joint fund,with the MSC, the programme of evaluation {estimated
cast to English Heritage iz £375%). Their response to date has
heen negative.

All landowners have been approached and asked to considar
allowing evaluation to take placs prigr to any compul=sory
purchase arder for land being imposed. Their response is
2NCoUraging.

A Brooker-Carey
Managar BUFAU

AS SHREWSBURY BY~PASS - SHARPSTONES HILL SITE K SA 2
(Cantred at 3J4820%4)
Discovery

Aerial survey by the Frehistoric Res Group in July 124879 (SML
o I8 ) revealed a number of features:-

N

A Double ring ditches of a probable henge

B Discontinuous,parallel linear ditches of passible ‘cursyz"
C Fits -closs tao &

D Gulleys other than identifiable fi=ld boundariss

E Linegar "dry" mark of possible road—~track

Field walking subssquently vielded but small guantitiss
¥ carbon and cremated hone in the vicinity af "a" & "C",Howeve
systematic survey along the projected AT route approx 210 m 3
ot "A" produced a wide scatter of pradaminantly R.B, material
and the following results,

The Main Feature {(E),plainly wvisible at Sround level aftaor
ploughing, is & raised,stony aligrment of at least 1830m at b
sdge of a levsl crest overlocking the Rea Yallasy and
partly bounded the Maonevbrook and the Branbrook. Some denso =uh
—agzsemblages of R.R.pottery with sandstone chips,daub,bailing
stones and darker soil were identified and earmarked for
grcavation;especially two which coincided with Fesistivity
survey "ancmalies". The R.E. pattery scatter reaches wp to La0m
M oand 8 of the alignment of stones. Finds of equal density. E of
the railway continue the alignemsnt and an important discovery
of linear toolsd tiling and large sherds of mortaris closs tao
the Manevbrook indicatss domestic activity here also.Just
downstream is "Fishpool Leasow",a feabture created by damming bhs
Haneybrogk*probably at SJ4Z100100 where a crassing point is
obsaerved and the brook bends sharply. This would have orovided
communications with the coeval gnclosure Sharpstoness Hill =if
"E" (BML noZ7 and MCornaviit (97S)pild)

amall guantites of medisval pottery were found E « # of tha
Maln featuw e amongst the AR scatter.

G
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A well praeserved thumb scraper in light-grey motitled flint
and a fewm unworked flakes were found on the HE side at 8J47128
25845 :

Losae gy




+ Qther Finds:-

Fottery 2E.15kg including amphorae,Mortaria,decoratad and
plain Samain,colow coated Severn Valley wares, (but no BE or
lattice patterm

Coin Faustina I1 {very poor condiltion?

Glass Frismatic or cylindrical bottle (ADTO-120) and other
sragments (one mol tend

Iron Small pick head

—

Slag,Daub,Boiling Stones,?Phuwrnt sandstone chips

Discussion

I¥ the main featurs "E" is projected zastwards.it aligns
with a re-entrant of Sharpstones Hill suggested (Dr ALW.J
Houghton! as a possible RE route.This would be the natural
apoproach to the ridgeway of Sharpstonss Hill., IF¥ produced '
westwards 1t makes for the crossing place (R.Rea) at Washford
via an interzection of lanes at SJ4B520985 known locally as
"Five Lanes" (1 (Only 2 lanaes are visible but folbk-history
preserving detail of 5 is now given audthority.Intriguingly,thers
is another S point junction where the RE road breasts the obther
side of the Rea Valley at Nebold(SJ4741010

The general site iz suitably placed to afford a control for
the Wazhford crossing(s) Mote also that the Iron—age hilfort of
the Buries 8A& &0 lies but 80Om to the S.

Faature B may be a Roman military site.
Resistivity Survey
a) 2941 readings @ Z¥t grid
by 307 readings @ T4 ogrid
Total area surveved S44.8m2 . This revealed a steep sided ditah
Funning roughly parallel with the main feature (but not seen on
RS
However ,no shallow ,gulley bounded features were measurable.
Some local anmamaliss may indicate disturbed subsoil associated
with habitation.
Early ridge and Furrow patterns were also plottsd.
Summary

Finds ranging in date from Meolithic to present day giwve
indication of ancther site with intensive ocoupation which might
be regarded as a major research target requring sxcavation an &
vary urgent basis.

W E Jenks

PENTREHYLING ROMAN FORT 19846 & 1987 SAL 2

1987 will hbe the Yth season of excavation on the site of the
Fart.Last vear work was mainly cancentratad in the north-=ast
cormner, finishing off trench 24 which had First been opened in
1934, 4 number of pits were excavated which representad bthe
later phase of occcupation after the Fort had gons out of regular
use 1 the pits were cut into the area normally occoupied by the
intervallum road. The malin features in trench 24,dating to the
primary period of wuse  was a4 J-post corner bower - %epr@eented
by five larqge post pits sgach containing large rectangul ar post
holes. & pit, drained by a small ditch was ssemingly contained
within a sub-rectangular building - the position of which
respected the line of the rampart, but passed right through the
carnar bower showing that this building and ditch were part aof

=

L.
the Forl's sscond onase. The final excavation an the last
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wgekand in Septambar investigated the pozgibilty that a second
ditch existed on the northern side of the Fort: a small digch
was found but 1t was not large enough to be part aof the main
defencas,

'The 1987 season will start firstly in the north-sast cornar
Again, the object to complete the arsa betwesr the maig road and
the morth-east corner af the ditch. By the time the main SLmmer
excavation comes along we should be ready to move outside the‘
Fort and to work in the industrial or Yicus area ta the eagt;

_ﬁll wita would like to join these excavabions diwing the
coming season would be most welcome. o previous experisnca is
necessarily reguirad.

The dates of the escavations are as follaws -

Etarting date Finishing date Remarks

fzd May (Sat) 4th May (Mon) First May Bank Halidav

2Ird May (Sat) 25th May (Mor) Secand May Bank Haoliday
27th June {(5at) 23th June (Sun) Weekand :
ieth July (3at) 174 July (Suni Weskand

f?th guly (Fri) Fth Aug (Sun} Main Summer excavaticn

=5th Sept (S3at) 27th Bept (Swm) Last dig of thé yéar

Contact Mr Allen at 3Z,8hattesbury D, H
‘ Contac 33 5 eywood,Lancs oF
phone 0704 6241461 (home) ar 0&61 277 7121 ;vt 31335 ¢ s1F
further details, ‘ SR BhEE derk fer
J.H.Allen, M. 3c
Central Marches Archasological FResearch Group

THE OFFA’'S DYKE FROJEET

The Fraodwct, under the direction of Oy David Hill of the
Univaersity of Manchester , has continged dwing the yvear to
racord 1n detall the two Anglo-Saxon linear earthworks whlch ruan
through Shropshire; Offa’s Dvke and Wab's Dyvke., The Survey is
undertakean by trained amateuws with assistance from local groups
and anyone interested in helping should contact David Hill. Two
small excavations were undertaken in the avtumn ta investigate
the possibility that culverts had been laid through the Hfa'=
as part of the original construction. MNo evidence was

Oyles
group wWas concerned it the

found of culverts at these sites. The
amount of =sctive erosion in the upland arsa from water,animals
and walkers: some parts of the schedulesed ancisnt monwsent woold
seaem to b in wgent need of conserwvatian.

Work on the Dykes has stimulated the group’'s interest
arza and work continues on the Roman marching camps at
and a team s busy in pecple’'s gardens and cellars in Rishop's
Castle recording suwwvwiving szctians aof Lhe castle walls.,

The annuwal excavation and survey btraining weekends will o=
centred on Bishop's Castlse and will take place fram 18EH July Lo
1=t August 19787, Full details +rom Dr David Hill at the
Department of Extra—-mMuwral Studies,University af Manchesher M2
FFL.
Margareh Worthingtaon

— =

Gffa’'s Dvke Froject.




INVESTIGATIONS BY SHROPSHIRE CAVING ANMD MIMING CLUB 19864

Membars of the SBhropshire Caving and Mining Club havs made
much progress during 1736 with exploratory work at two sitss. At
Clive Mine in Morth Shreopshire, access has been gained to
extansive workings on saveral levels served by a number of
surface and underground shafts. The survey and exploration
at Clive will continue in the coming vear with a visw to
publication of findings. At Snailbeach in Socuth Shropshire, the
Scott Level has been suplored through and bevond a wooden and
brichkwork dam to a total distance approaching 200 metres, mostly

in chest-deep water.Investigations are to continue.
: : Mike Clough

Hon. Secratary,
5.C.M.C.

VERNACULAR ARCHITECTURE

Wortk continues on the imvestigation and recording of smaller
buildings, and recently a pleasing association between "dirt"
archaecglogists and recordsrs of buildings took place &t Easthope
Cottage Farm 58 17136 ,when an attampt was made to determine the
matwre of the demolished hall by excavaticn. Unfortunately,the
results were WEonclusive.

It is good to note that Broackgate Farm, Flealey SAI3367 is,
at last,in safe hands. The stripping-out has revealed some
interssting featwres which may affect the interpretation of the
building sequence. ' '

[t was suguested at a recent confersrce that houses which
wera moved from one site to another were built ariginally with
garth-Ffast posts,. and reference was made to Richard Gough "=
"History of Myddle" in which seven examples are gquoted. I am
trving to locate the sites of Bough's peripatetic houses in the
hope that they will throw some light an what appears to me be an
unlikely situation.

0n a similar theme, a rare type of document, namelv a
detailed contract far moving a "Ffat-oxe—houss" in Flaish and re-
#recting it as & dwelling was discoversd in the Local Studies
Library by Dr.Faul Stamper. (Deed 17734 dated 156837 . Unfaortunatel v
I cannot locate ths building.

Recording on several interesting houses iz in prograss, eg
Holmer House and others on the N side af Barrow St,Much Wenleck,
Habberley Hall $A 13303 ,and The Old Hall ,Claverlev 55 1177893

Madge Moran

THE SPAE DOMESDAY SURVEY OF BARNS

Eight hundred vears atter Domesday,the Seciety for the
Frotection of Ancient Buildings embarked cn a counbryeide survey
aof traditional Threshing Barns,prompted by & concern about bhe
rapid loss of thess buildinges which are not only of great
historical interest in themselves,but also contribute in no
small way to cur landscape. The aim of bhe the swwvey was ta
gain hard informaticn to support the case faor zsubsi1dizsing tha
maintenance of theza buildings,rather than their demolition and
the srection of new anes,and Lo encourags altsrnative usss for
barns where necefsary.especially within an agricul burzl conbext.

o
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The swwvey was cgrganiszsed by county.relving upon voluntesrs
te survey all barns within one or more parishes. In Shropshire
aover Z0 parishes were suwrveved,and the results have been added
to the County Archive,as well as being forwarded to 3FAR in
London.

All threshing barns have certain featurss in common, for
axampgle,large double doors opposite =zach other to allow access
tar carts and & through draught for winnowing of grain threshed
on a hard floor between the doors,and also bays far storage
either side of the threshing floor,with ventilation in the walls.
However , there are variations both in size,which gives an
indication of the amount of grain grown on the farm when they
were builtyand in style,which reflects their age and regional
differencas. The barns surveyed in Shropshire showed a swprising
degree of diversily.The walls were most often often brick,with a
significant proporticn timber boarded and stone, and some timber
frrame with brick infill.VYentilation was wsually by slifs in
stone walls,and decorated patterns of holes in Drlci,guneralle
im diamond =hapes Roofs were tiled,although about a guarter had
been replaced by metal or asbestos.ﬁost had "pop holes" in the
end walls, but there were more unusual features in detail ,such
as owl holes,and in construction,such as ai=les or cruck frames
Only one was a listed building,but,encouragingly by far the
highest proportion were described as being in "fair" or "good"
condition. Most were also still in agricultural use,being used
for storage of grain ar implements.Some,however,had been
convaertad for non-—agricultuwral use,and this seems ta be a trend
that is likely to continue. 1t is to be hoped that this will be
done sympathetically, to retain features of inter ast and
reflacting the origins of the huildings

Advice on methods of sympathetic conversion,and grants, is
available from 3PAR,at 37,Spital Square,london £1 &DY a5 will
ba the results of the national swwvey when it is fully processed.
One can also see the diversity of traditional farm buildings in
Shirapshire simply by driving round the lanes, ar on walks in bhe
countryside, and a well preserved and interesting example can be
found at Acton Scott Working Farm Museum.

Jan Ensum
County Co-ardinator

TELFORD HISTORICAL & ARCHAEDLOGICAL SOCIETY 1984

Madge Hill. The prupDEGd site fur re-development has heen
fialdwalked and Naird Farm photographically recarded. The
Socisty hopes to undertaks a small excavation below Maird Farm
in the .:)[Ji“'liig.

Stirchley Lane.A phatographic record has besn made of ths
piece of old road betwesn Wallows Farm Eztate off Hinkshay Road
and the junction of Stirchley Road at the "Slms" Jhaefors (L was
impravad. .

Friorsles Turnpike.A preliminary report of the excavatian
which the Society underfomt on the line of the old twnpiks road
at Friorslee in 1981 has rnow been published in the Society s
nawslettsr, '

¥
F

Margarst Sumnall
Hon. Secrstary
CHOALE,




THE FORTBOOKS PROJECT AT WOLVERHAMFPTON POLYTECHNIC

A major research project is currently shedding mew light on
tha early trade of the River Severn. The project aims to
computerise the Gloucemster Fort Books,the customs records of
vessels and their cargoes passing through the Fort of Gloucester
between 1381 and 1783. This will permit study of about 50,000
voyagas, giving information about industries in the Severn
valley, individual trownen, inter-regional flows of trade,
the navigatiaon of the rivar. The comnleted database will bz
accaessible to historians researching a wide varisty of subjects.
So far about [I,000 voyages have been computerised, thanks to
voluntesrs throughout the Severn valley who bave helped
trranscribe the documents. Anyone who would like to help by
working on the records st home or tyvping in data at the
Folytechnic should contact Feter Wakelin at SHCS,Wolverhampton
Folvtechnic,Castle View,Dudlay,DY! IHR:; or by telephone on
Telford 583453,

ard

P.Wakelin

SHROFPSHIRE COUNTY MUSEUM SERVICE

The County Museum Service has examined an interesting
cellection of artefacts aver the past few months.Me offer a fres
%dentificatian service,therefore ,if you Find anything o+
interest we'd he happy to look at it and dive yo& AN 5pinimn aS
Em what it @ight pe.Call in at Ludlow,Much Wenlock ar Acton
Scott. The following have come to aur attention recently and are
af exceptional interest, T o
Jackfield Sword Sa LIZO
o A bronze sword found in the Fiver Severn on a zmall gravel
tsland at Jackfield in the 1950°s has Jjust caome to liqhtivi%'the
Mawport Historical Society. It is a complete example of & ) .
Hal%stat "C" sword datable to the Late Bronze Age/Earlv Irom Rge.
I? 15.leaF shaped and the blade has been eliqhtiy bant:at Same
time in the past.Such swords ars common in eastern England and
Iraland,but they are Mighly unusual in the Marchee. ﬁ-eimilar
Sxample was found hefore 1850 neas Brogyntyn, Sellatyrn,in the
north of the county. It was probably asscociated with.a'branze
zocketed gouge and & bronze tanged chizel. All three items wérﬁ
dnated to the Mational Museum of Wales by Lord Harlech. The
Jackfield sword was apparently an ismlatéd tind and is we£
anather example of the association wilth watery cantext5f$¥ such
artefacts. The sword is presently being conserved and will thén
be displayed at Much Wenlock Museum. .
Oswestry Axe and Axe Mould SA L2853

Lard Harlech's Brogyntyn Estate has recently vialded vet
more findg of interest.They are a Late Brance Qée Eocketedque
and & two~part axe—mould for casting a similar (hut ot the
same! axs.Both were discovered oy & metal-detector user who
tTorwarded them to the Caunty Museum Service. The are-maitld in
pairticul ar has caused areat excitement, gspaecially at thé
British Museum where Dr Stuart Meedham of the Dept: a%
Frehistoric and Roman Antiguities, hasz beosn eramining it.at
prresent, it ssems that it Mmay D& & wiique sxample of a rumnietp
Euckgtad—axe mould made of bronze. 5§ ?irst ar Shropah{rerand_
Possibly Britain, There is # charnce that other fiﬂds—mav b;
tocated nearby and investigations ars cantinuing. 1 )




Metalwork finds from Guatford

An arable field adjacent te the River Severn at Guatford has
continued ta reveal a range of metalworlk finds and the
Bridgnorth based metal detecting group (D.0.EB.0.) has been
forwarding & series of interssting artefacts from this site to
Much Wenlock Museum.A small leaden "inkwell" shaped cbject bas
20 far defied identification. It was associated with a
callection of small lsad objects weights (some decorativa)
musket balls,a silvered ornamental plaque and a sinall casting
drip of lasad, indicative of metal working in the proximitby.
This field has previously yielded 13th-14th century coinage and
a lwad or pewter pilgrim’'s ampulla also of Medieval date.The
finds are currently being drawn and it is hoped to publish a
note on the discoveries in the Transactions in the near futures.

SHREWSBURY RORCUGH MUSEUMS .

The last twelve months have seen much actiwvity in all
departments of the museum. The art collection has been enhanced
by the addition of two major panoramic views of Shreaewsbury by
John EBowen,dating to the the late 18th centuwry. A further +fine
il of the English Bridge by E.Dayes is another recent addition.

In the Archeaoclogy department the programme of cataloguing
continues with the help of volunteesrs. The medal collsction has
been listed and housed in better storage. The recent
acknawl edgement of Fowley’'s House as a provisionally approved
cantre for the the storage of archasological material froam
government tinanced excavations,has led ta grant aid being
recgived for the improvemsnt of the attics in the building for
that purpose.This is garticularly important in relation fto the
expected acquisition of malterial fram the current Abbevy
excavations being carried out by BUFsU.

Tha past year has alsc seen the Borough Mussum Service
transferyad bto bthe new Health, Tourism and L=iswre Department of
the Borough Council, adding a new sense of purpose and unity ta
the rals of the Museum within the comnuniby.

THE FARISH ARCHAEDLOGICAL RECORD FROJECT

The need for comprehensive Inventories of Archasclagical
Finds and Featwes ,readily accessibls to a wide range of ussrs
has often been expressed. (1) FParticipation in their compilation
provides an interesting and usseful form of invelvement in
archasclogy for those unable or unwilling to take part in s
excavatiocns or other forms of large-scale field work.

The work of Miss L.F.Chitty,0.B.E., F.S.a, M.A. ,uho was for

S0 many years Uorrespondent for the Drdnance Survey and for
C.8.A.0roup 8,and Recorder of drchasology for the Caradoc and
Severn VYalley Field Cluby, provided the inspiration as well as
imich of the source material for the colliation of the
Archasologia of Bhropshire into a GAIETTEES. This project,begun
In 1947 by members of the 3hropshire Arch Soc,and stiil in
progress,lists by tvpe both Finds and Featwes of periods up bo
143040 and cross indexes them to forsa a parish rsfersnce system
The Gazetteer has been built up from documentary sources,
aerial and ground surveys, and local knowledge. It has generated
can estensive dibliography.
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Meanwhile the Shropshire Sites and Monuments Record (SMEY
has beon and continues to be compiled by the County Council.For
further details contact the County Flanning Dept.Shirehall ,fAbbey
Faregate ,Shrawsbury.Tel Shrews 252562 or ZSE563,from wham a
leaflaet outlining its content,form and role can been obtained., S
means of correlating the contsnts of the FARF Bazstteer and the
SMR iz cuwrrently being explaored,.

It i= thought that many would enjoy maintaining a File on
the archasology of their locality .It is thus proposed that a
useful develaopment of the Gazetteser Froject would be to invite
peaple to become local RECORDERS,prepared to commit themsel veas
art a lang-term basis to the augmentation of the Garetteer
entrias for their locality.The latter could comprise a single
parish ar & group of parishes.These in a very larges garish gay
wish to team up with other Recorders in order to cover it.

Recorders may be raquested to visit sites, and shaould thus
undertake to adhere to the Countrvyside Commission’ s guideliness
on rights of access,stc as sel ocut in their publication o
CCF18& "Out in the Country",availabls from the Countryside
Commission ,John Dower House,Crescent Flacs,Cheltenham,Bloucs.
GLIO IRA.

I¥ vou would like to valunteer as a local Recorder in the
FARISH ARCHSEDLOGICAL RECORD FROJECT,please 11! in the Reply
Glip.You will then be sent an outline of the Froject’'s
procedurss,and meetings can then be arranged ad hoc during the

SLnMer .
W.E.JENES.

{§}0urrent Archaeology,Mo 18,p203

RECENT PUBLICATIONS.

Parish Registers

The Farish Registers of SILVIMGETON (1463-1837) and UFTON
CRESSETT (1&4I37-1844) have been published by the Society. They
have been compiled by Janice Capewell From the original
reglsters and bichop’s transcripts. Copies can be abtained from
the Hon.Editor,Shrapshire Archaeclogical Scciety,cfso Local
Studies Library,Castle Gates,Shrawsbuwy SY1 2AB. The price is
¥1.80 per register (£2.00 to non-members),plus 40p packing and
postage per register or S0p pkp if both registers are ordersd
bogather,For aversess arders,poshage is £1.00. Chegues,ebo.
should be made payable to the Shropshire Archasological Society.

Handbook of Shropshire Archaeolagy, 1937

The County Museum 3ervice has just produced a new edition of
its Handbook of Shropshire Archasclogy. [t containsg information
un Societes,Museuns and an enhanced list of sites to vist.Mews
this time iz a section on past Shropshire Historians and
pirchasclogists,with a delightful photo of & young Miss Chitty.
Copies of the Handbook ars available from Much Werlock Massum
High St,Much Wenlock,TF1Z &HR .The price is 21.30,plus 230p for
postags and packing.Chegues should bBes wades pavable to Shropshire
County Council.
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SOME DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Single Events

Sat May 9th

Recent Developments in Local History In Shropshire.

This year’'s Day School will comprise - _

&) A series of talks on the variety of current local higstory
projects in the county, including

—the use of a personal computer to analvyse census returns in
Clun. '

—the work of a new research class working on probate
inventories in Shrawsbury

= a project on domestic service in C19th Shrewsburv.

—Recent work at Ludlow 2% 3hifnal

) Taouwrs of Shifnal on foot {(afternoon?
Hosted by the 5t Andrews Archives Group. Yanue Village Hall
Aston St Shifnal. Prior booking essential. Details from The
Gateway or the organiser,Dr BRarrie Trinder ,Adult Education
Tutor for Historical Studies,f0 Garmston Rd, Shrewsbury., Tel
Shrewsbury S273140,

Thurs June 4th

5t Laurence’'s Parish Church, Ludlow - & fund raising
event far church funds.
Talk "What the Church was like during the reigrn of Richard II.

Coffees. Guided Touwr of The Rectary , an interssting medieval
Building with an =arly collar-rafter raof.
Yenue — the Church Tims 7.30pm Mo booking reguirsd Mo chargs

but small donations reguested.

S8at June 27th
Shropshire Arch Soc AGH & Afternoon Lecture =1
Summer Mestings Frogramme,

Thurs 2 July

Hen Domen - A Norman Castle on the Welsh Border.
A lecture by Dr Fhilip Rarker (a Yice Fresident of tha Shraps
Arch Soc) who will be summarising his many years of sxcavatian
at Hen Doemen, and presenting some reconstruction drawings for
the first tinme.
A Ludlow Festival Event. Venue ludlow School {(an Eromfisld Bd)
Tickets #1 % £7, aobtainable from Ludlow Festival Hax Office,
Ludlow. 3¥8 1Ay

Sat 3rd & Sun 4th Oct

Coalport Conference
The 8th in a series of annual meatings for collectors and
historians of Shropshire and other decorative ceramics.
Yenue the former Coalport China Works., Director Demis Dlake
Foberts., Brochure no.1S from the Ironbridge Institute,Ironbridge
Gorge Museum, lronbridge, Telford,Shropshire TF8 78l Tel (0953249)

TR S

L EFO

Thurs 22 Oct

The Marriage of Hechanical Engineering and Mining
A 1 day course sxaminning the role of engineering in mining and
the develaopment of pumping and windiog egquipment as usged in
rines.Venus Ironbridge Director Dr Hugh Torrens.Brochure no 17
from the Ironbridge Instituts etc {as abovaed




single svents continued
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Sat November 2ist
The County Huzeum Service Annual Archaeology Day School
Venue Shirehall,Shrewsbury (Further details and a programmne

will be issued later.
FProgrammes of GBuided Tours or Walks

Tues April 28th —-->

Exploring the Historic Landscape of 5.5hrapshire N
Heretordshire & N ¥ Harcestershire
One lecture % seven guided walks. Venue for initial lecture
Lady Dyer Rm,Ludlow College,Castle Sg. at 7.30pm
Tutor/organiser David Lloyd tel Ludlow 4293 Fee £12/%£5
A Birmingham University Extra-Mural Course.

Jun Z2nd/26th/29th

Guided Tours of 3 Great Houses in South Shropshire
Mon 22nd Qakly Fark/Fri 2oth Bitterly Court/Mon 29th Mawley Hall
All begin 7.Z0pm., #2 per tow, #5 the I. Coffme provided
A Ludlow Festival Event. Apply by past (remittance with sae
cheques to Ludlow Festival Society) from Ludlaow Festiwval Box
Gffice Ludlow 3YS 1AY
Buakings have already opened Ffor ticket iszue hy early May

Tues 7th July ——>

The Suburbs of Shrewsbury
A varied series of guided walks on Tuesday evenings in July %
August.The walks bring to light a gresat deal of recent research
into the history of the town % itz suburbs.
Lesders D Fanngtt & Dr BRarrie Trinder.Organised bv Shraops CC
Community Education 8Sesrvice.Full details fram the Gateway and
iocal libraries.

Fieldwark,Survey & Excavation Training Courses

Sat 18th July - Bat 235th July
Sat 25th July - Sat 1st Aug

OFFA'5S DYKE
Two week long cowsess invalving a number of small excavations
and detailed swrvey work on the Dyke, visits to nearby s=ites,and
ancilliary work in Bishop’'s Castle and the Roman sites at
Brompton. Tuition Fee F51/274 for | week,276/852 for 2 weesks
Director Dr David Hill.Contact the Enroclment Secretary . Dept of
Extra Mural Studies,the University ,Manchester MIT FFL 2.5, 3.0
for a brochuresapplication form

August (whole month)

Symon ‘s Castle (CI3th) Churchstoke ,Poumys
Week~long courses,both residential % non-residential ,on the
technigues of archaeological excavation.
Experienced volunteers are also welcome to join the excavation.
Urganised by the Tutor in Archaeology,Dept of Extra Mural
Studies UCW,Aberystwyth.Contact the Tutor,Dr C.d.Arnold, at
Bronawel Green Lane,Abermule,Montgamnery Fowys Tel 068 63&6 334




SHROPSHIRE ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL SOCIETY NEWSLETTER
No 25 Autumn 1987

A bulletin of news of archaeological and historical interecst,
Fublished by the Shropshire# frchasalogical and Historical Socialy

ﬁctiﬂq Editar F.A.Ward MA MIFA 1, Crewe S5t,Shreswshury SY 1 ZHE
REHME FIELD SURVEYS IN SHROPSHIRE

Field surveys in Shropshire by RCHME keele office div-ing the

past twelve months have been confined to intermittent work on the

project to investigate medieval and later settlemsnt remains
fwhat. might conventicnally be called deserted or shrunken
medieval wvillages or hamlets ) in the liberty of Much
Wenlock.3ites where surveys hve been completed include Brethon
{manorial complex and pond bays) ,Ruthall {(settlement

remains) jHoldgate (castle, settlement remains and 7formal
gardens) ,8ydnall (settlement remains) ,Broadstone (settlement
remains) Broadstone (settlement remains),Benthall (alleged
settlement remains) ,Abdon {(settlement remains) ,Breat Oxenbold
{grange and pond bay),and Fatton (settlement remains).

A conplex of earthworks in Wenlock Fark, suggested as a lost
village or hamlet,has been planned at the request of the Maticnal
Trust. It-includes a mill leat, but principally represents a
palimpsest of open—-field arable furlongs and overlying enclosed
fields and tracks that is in itself quite typical of the medisval
and later land-use changes in the area.

An account of work based on RCHME field survey at Attingham
Fart that located the settlement of Berwick Maviston and
documented its desertion has been published in the latest volume
3+ TSAS.

Faul Eversan

* RCHME

Chancellor’'s Building .
University of kKeels

NUFFIELD ARCHRELOGICAL SURVEY
IRONBRIDBE INSTITUTE

The limestone guarries of Benthall Edge, the buildings and
commerce of the Ironbridge, and the brick and tile industries of
Jackfield are just three of the detailed studies undertaken
recently by the Nuffield Survey of the Ironbridge Gorge. Eut the
aim of the Survey is to cover the whole landscape, and reports
o Coalbrookdale, Coalport & Elists Hill,and Eenthall are
available, with Jackfield and Ironbridge well underway. The end
of 1988 will hopefully see the production of a book tackling some
of the wider issues covered by the Survey, and making the results
more accessible.

kKate Clark
Judith Alfrey




THE SHREWSBURY HERITAGE FPROJECT

Excavations at Shrewsbury Abbey

Earlier this summmer, excavation began on the Abbey Mill
site as part of the archagological response to the proposaed
English Bridge Gyratary Systain. Throughout its life, the ahbey
derived an income from water-mills along the lower Rea Vallev,
ane ar more af which may have been establizhed before the Abhey
was Founded in the 10807's.Ths lowest of the mill sites was that
af Lhe Abbey Mill, which stood ocutside the south-west corner of
the monastic precinctimilling continued on this site into the
parliest vears of the Z0th centurvy.

The sxcavation began by uncovering a well preserved 19th
ceEntury milling complex: the last Abbey Mill, a brick building of
©. 1800, with its head race, overflow weir and sluice, culveried
tail-race, and cobbled hard-standings around the mill butlding.
About two-thirds of the interior of the mill have been excavated,
revealing an undershot (Foncelet-type) wheel pit, and machinery
bases. Excavation outside the mill has lacated the corner of s
structw e probably associated with an earlier mill building, and
an earlier overflow channel. Excavation of this site iz scheduled
for completion in December 1987.

Shrewsbury Town Centre

Construction work for the John Laing Development ‘s Charles
Darwin Centre, between Fride Hill,Castle Hill and Raven Meadows,
nas been monitored by the Froject. Structures and land—+ill
associated with the mid-19th century Smithfield Cattle Market
were recorded in the low-lying Raven Meadows area, with little
pvidence of sarlier activities in this area. However, on the
Fride Hill frontage and on the hillside behind {(on the zite of
the foarmer Top Shop premises at the top of Seventy Steps) projsct
staff recorded two stone-built cellars, not closely dateable but
likely to be of late medieval or early paost-medieval oigin . The
front cellar was built with keele Beds sandstone rubble wallsg
the rear cellar ,a short distance behind, had walls with rubble
cores and interior faces of finely cut Grinshill sandstone
ashlar, into which & brick barrel-vault had been inserted.

About thirty metres behind the frontage, underpinning work
to standing buildings encountered a mass of Keele Beds sandstone
rubble in a matrix of greenish gritty mortar. This can almost
certainly be identified as the core of the medieval town wall,
the cowse of which was not previously known with precision in
this area. : :

b




SOME DATES FOR YQUR DIARY .

Day Schools

Sat 2ist November (987 =10.3tham—12.30pm % 2.00pm-d. Olinm
RECENT ARCHAEOLOGICAL NDRK!IN SHROFPSHIRE

The County Museum Service Annual Da& Schoal
Vernue-The Cauncil Chamber, Shirehall,Abbey Foregate, Shrewsbury

[lMlustrated talks on:-—-"Recent Excavations at Madel ey

Lowrt , Tel ford”, "Underground Shrewsbury","Approaching 200-the wark
of the Victoria History of Shropshire","The Civil War Roushill
Wall ,Shrewsbury","The Land that Telford Forgot: the South bank of
the Ironbridge Gorge","Fit Shafts and Broken Tiles —cetanic
industries in Jackfisld”,"ferial Archaeaclogical Work in
Shropshire, 1985~1987Y , "Excavations at Shrewsbury Abbey 198&-1787"

Fefreshments available Admission Free

Birmingham University Dept of Extra Mural Studies Day Schools

. Bat Z24th MNov Religion in Roman Britain ‘
Sat 7th Nov 235 Years of Archaeclogy in the West Midlands
Sat Sth Dec The Raman Imperial Army in the Clst % C2Znd AD
Hat 1Zth Dec Lascaux % Altamira-Faleolithic Cave art
Bat 13th Feb - West Midlands Archaeology 1987
HSat Z7th Feh Interpreting the Landscape
Sat Sth March Mews from the Celtic West

Fees payable Various Birmingham Venues Tel Q21i-472 1301 X2186
o write to Dept of Extra Mural Studies,University of
Birmingham,P.0.Box 3&3%,Birmingham B1S 2TT for further details.

Whitchurch Area Archaeclogical Group Winter Programme 1987-1988

Oct 13th "The Life of St Chad" Dr J.R.Studd,Univ of keele

Nov 19th “Food of the Georgian Period" Mrs B.Bryan, Prees

Dec 17th Tenth Anniversary Dinner

Jan 2ist "Prees Fast " Mrs J.Dyke, Lower Heath

Feb 18th AGM and Social Evening

Mar 17th "Houses of Morth Shropshire" Mrs M.Moran,Shrewsbury

Apr 21st  "The Battle of Nantwich and the Activities of the
Sealed Knot" A.Gillitt nb at Audlem Village Hall.

All except Dec and April at Civic Centre whitthur:h 7.Z0pm

2]




Winter Meeting Programme 1987-8

Sat. October 10th. LUDLOW TOWN PLAN, A REASSESSMENT , a lecture
by David Lloyd, at The Gateway, Shrewsbuxy, 2.30.pm.

5at. November l4th. MYDDLE REVISITED, a lecture discussing the
the buildings.of Gough's history , by Madge Moran
at Harmer Hill village Hall, 2.3Q.pm.

sate December 5th. LOOKING. AT SHROP3HIRE CHURCHES, a lecture
by Eric Mercer, at Stirchley Grange, Telford, 2+30.pm

Sate. January 16th. MEMBERS' SLIDES AND SOCIAL MEETING at Bicton
Village Hall, nr. Shrewsbury, 12.30-3.00.pm.
(Refreshments £2.50 ~ prior booking essential)

Sat. February 13th. SCRAP OR SUBSTITUTE ? ROMAN OBJECTS IN
ANGLO-SAXON GRAVES, a lecture by Roger White, at the
Gateway, 2-30.pm.

Sate. March 12th. THE CHESTER SILVERSMITHS, a lecture by Canaa
M.H.Ridgway at the Gateway, 2.30.pm

Location of Meetings (if there are any problems of transport,
pPlease contact David Pannett ,Meetings Sec. Shrewsbury 850773)
: : ELLEIMERE

~ MANTFORD
BRIDe &

SHREwSBURY

The first meeting of the Summer programme will be on Sat. May 14 th.
Details will be announced. . . . 259%; -

T e e o e e e e e e e e e e e e e e v e e

Reply slip for January meeting (4« Jendary i olease)

To David Pannett, (Meetings Skc.) Merton Nurseries, , 0773
Holyhead Road, Bicton , Shrewsbury ,SY3 8EF. Tel Sh.85077

Please reserve _ .. . lunchies) at the ﬁheting on Jan. 16th.
for which I enclose . .. ... (£ 2.50). .

I should like to make the following contributioNes . . ..ot




SHIRGPSHIRE ARCHAECLOBICAL AND HISTORICAL SOCIETY NEWSLETTER
No 27 Autumn 1988

A bulletin of news of archaesolagical and historical intereet.
Fublished by the Shropshire Archasclogical and Historical Society

ficting editor Foaldard MA MIFA 1,Creawe 5t,8hrewsbury SY1 2HE
BUFAU IN SHREWSBURY

The completion of the Abbey Mill site sarlier this year
mar-ked the end of of the campaign of excavations at Shrewsbury
Ahbey by Birmingham University Field Archaeclegy Unit. Fost-
excavation work is currently in progress at Severn Villa,both an
the Abbey excavation and on the results of work undertaken in the
Fride Hill arsa in 1%786-1%87.

In June 1988 a trial excavation by Hugh Hannaford in the
cellar of 8t. HMary’'s Cottages, prior to the lowering of the
cellar floor by the owner, produced a rim—sherd of Btafford-type
ware and revealed a grave-cult cut into the natural sands and
gravels, suggesting that the area was once part of St. Mary’'s
churchyard.

IRONERIDGE GORGE MUSEUM TRUBT ARCHAEOLOGY UNIT-RECENT WORK
During the last eix monthe the Unit has been largely
invalved with building surveys.and the production and issue of a
number of reporte.
The latter have included:--
"The Coarse Earthenwares" Fottery Typolaoagy by Allison
Jonaes.
Buildings surveys of eighleenth century labourers
cottagesin Ironbridge, and the Bevern Trow Inn at Jackfield.
A preliminary survey of Sunniside frboretum, a
nineteenth century wooden garden in Coalbrookdale.

At precsent the team is working on a series of reports
including Lightmoor BrickworksiBExcavations and Building survey at
Little Dawley 1983-1%984&; The eigthesenth century Malthouse at the
Swan, Ironbridge; The 0ld Wind,RBrierly Hill (the terminus ftor the
W, branch of the Shropshire Union Canal), and the Coalbrookdale
Chapel.

With the closdown of the MSC Community Frogramme, the team
hopes to be able to able to complete all its projects by
February, when it is due to close down.

VICTORIA COUNTY HISTORY

PBuring the last yvear work has concentrated on finishing off
Volume IV, a general history of Shropehire agriculture.This will
be published next vear simulitanecously with a popular booklet on
the same topic by Dr Faul Btamper. (Bee below for an appeal for |
photographs)

Dr Cox has extended his earlier history of the County
Council (publiched in Volume 11} o enable a centenary history
of the Council 1BB-198% to appear next vear as a County Council
publication.Frogress has also been made with Valume X (the




Wenlock —Church Stretton aread ,now balfd written, and Volume YV (a

general history of Shrapshire Architecture) by Eric Mercer.
G.C. Baugh

VCH FARMING FHOTOGRAFHS AFFEAL

As outlined above,in 1989 the V.C.H.is to publish btwo books
o the agricultw sl history of Shropeshivre: VYolume IV of the
County Histary,which will caover the histery of farming in
Shropshire «from the Neolithic period to the mid 1980z, and a
shorter version of the same, to be published by Shropshire
Libraries.Fotential illustrations for both publications are being
coliected, and Dr Faul Stamper wonld be delighted to hesar from
anyone wlth old photos, drawings, or paintings showing any aspect
of farming. The defintion of farming is broad, and incluades such
things as woodland management, bhedging, and lime burning. aAny
materials loaned will, of course, be tr@ated with great care, and

will be coplied and retuwrned as =von &= possible. [ yvou have any
material which yvou feel may be of ntprect nlease contact e
Stamper V. C.H, The Shirehall,Shrewsbury,. el Bhrewsbhury Z5285R

MSC COMMUNITY FROGRAMME IN THE LOCAL STUDIES LIEBRARY.

Sinice Januwary 1984, MBC employees have worked on several
projects in the library, two of which have involved the creation
of daetabases using the mainframe computer at the 8hirehall.

The first,now virtually caompleted,is a keyvword index Lo the
library’'s manuscript ceollection., The information entered for each
of the 25,000 documents include date,placenames,personal
names,nature of document (parish, guild,plan, etc),type of
property if of particular interest (water mill,lime kiln,
barn,chapel} and cccupations of parties. The obiect of the index
is to provide rapid access to information in the manuscoriph
callection so that more efficlend use may be made of it.

The second database cantains information from the 1881
census enumerators booke.Bo far around (00 parishes in South
Shropshire and north Heretordshire and Worcestershire have been
aentered. For these it is rnow possible to search for individuals
by their name,a great advantage when their place of residence is
uncertain or unknown. Eventually, the completed database will he
accessible throughout the County as libraries are linked Lo the
Shirehall mainframe. ‘

COUNTY MUBEUM SERVICE

The Museum Service has been preparing +or the retwn of the
very fine Roaman mirror to Whitchuroh town centre.This st century
AD mirror was discovered just south of Whitchuwrch in 1973, taken
to London to bhe conserved and esventually retuwned to Shrapshire
in 1787.7The Museum Bervice was approached by the Whiltchurch Town
Council and the Local Archaeclogical Broup to return the mirror
to its place of discovery.

After the County = Assistant keeper, lsabel Churcher,had
visited the proposed site of the display,in the Civia Centre,the
Museum Service designed a display for the mirror. This will put
the mirror in its context to enswwe thab locals and visitors
understand its social significance.The display will hopedully he
erected later this year.

e8]




A RECENT FURLICATIDON

"The Carmelite Friary,Corve St,ludlow: Its History and
Crxcavation".by Feter Hlein and dnnette Roe.

 joint publication by the Ludlow Historical Research Group
and Rirmingham University Field Archaeclogy Unit.

Available from the Birmingham University Field drchaeology
Unitt,F.0.RBox 363, Birmingham B1G 2TT.price§€4.95.
THE ANNUAL COUNTY MUSEUM DAY SCHOOL SATURDAY 12th NOVEMERER.

& one day review of recent archaeclogical work in Bhropshice
is to he held in the Council Chamber ,Bhirehall ,Abbey
Faregate,Shrewsbury,beginning at 10030 am.

Morning Session 10.30 am -~ 12,30 nom

I.Churcher Recent Bronze fAge Finds from Shropshire

M. Wateon frcharslogical Round-Up 198Y-1984

J.Gowlett Hunters Fraom the End of the Ice Age:lan We Trap

Them in Shropshire?

G.EBarrett & Images of Fast Landscapes: Aerial Archaenlogy at
M.Roberts EBerghill, near Oswestry.
Afternoon Session 2.00 pim — 4. 0004w

M. Haor ton Excavations at MNewdale, Telford

I.Ferris Recent RBuildings Recording in Shropehire

J.A/11len Excavations at Pentrehyling Roman Forl {(F85-1%83
J.Lane Invecstigations &Alomg the AS Shrewsbur? By-—-Fass
Refreshments Available ADMISSION FREE

OTHER DAY SCHOOLS AND CLASBES

Far detaile of all these events and cowrses contact the following
Organisers: —

#1. SBhropshire County Council-Community Education Service, The
Bateway,Chester 5t,5hrewsbury BY1 IMR.Tel Shrewsbury 35313%.For
all BT ref courses you can also contact Dr Barvie Trinder direct
at 20,Barmston Rd,Shrewsbury 8YE &HE Tel Shrewsbury 32310

#2.The Ironbridge Institute, Ironbridge Gorge Museum, Ironbridge,
Telford .TF8 78W Tel (OF52 45) 2751 /2093574

#3Z.Dr FPeter Toghill, Co-ordinator for Shrewsbury, University of
Birmingham School of Continuing Studies, The Gateway, Chester 5%,
Shirewshury 8Y1 IMEB Tel! Shrewshury S513E7

DAY SCHOOLS

SAT 1% 0OCT Aagricul tural History in Shropshire
Walford College of Agriculture Organiser 1(RBT7)
FRI 11 NGV Industrial Archaeology as Archaeology

Ironbridge Institute Organiser 2
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ST 12 KOV The History of the Ssvern Mavigation

The Galeoway Organiss- 1IBT)
THUR 17 MNOY The rigins of Industrial Housing

Ironbhridoe Institute Organises- 2

54T FE NDOY Stonehenge and its Peoplé

The Gateway Frigor booking required rganiser 3

FRI 17 FER ° Medieval Stained Glass

The Gateway Organizer 1 {MEZ)
54T 18 MaR Hailway History

The Gateway Organiser 1{BET10)
Sa4T Z2EZ akFr Shropshire History and the YCH

The Hateway Organiser 1{BT11)
5AT 13 HMAY Annuwal Local History Day School

Iranbridge Institute Organiserl {(BT13)

oDaY AND EVERING CLASSES

A simple list, in start date order, of titles which may Le
interest. The postal dispute and other delays in the issue of
this Newsletter mean that some may have started.

#¥braeat Houses of Shropshice

Tues ZOth Sept Zpm 12 mtgs The Gateway Organiser
**¥The History of Shropshire: An Introduction

Tues 20th Sept 7.30o0m & mtgs Oswestry College Organiserl (BT
¥#fhepects of Shropshire History

Mo Z2éth Sept  7.30pm B mtgs Adams School Hem Qrganiserl By
¥®Urban Archasology

Tues =Z7th Sept 7.I20pm 14 mtgs The Gateway rganiser 3
*#Maps 01d and New

Tues 27th Bept 7.30pm 12 mtgs The Gateway Organiser 3
##The History of Shrawsbury

Wed Z6th Seplt 7.Z0pm Z0 mtgs The Gateway rganiser 18T
#xMedieval Farish Churches

Thur 29th Sept 7.3Z0pm 14 mtgs The Gateway Organiser 3
¥®The History of Shropshire— An Introduction

Wed 5 Oct Zpm 20 mtygs The Gateway Urganiserl {RT4)
¥¥Family History- an Introduction

Fon 17 Oct 7 A0pm 10 mtgs The Gateway Organiser (BT
¥*#An Introduction to Shropshire History

Man Z7th Feb 7. 300w 4 mtgs Worfield Bchool Organiserl (BT)




