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This is the first Shropshire News Sheet, a publication which will in
part replace the Shropshire Newsletter. The costs of printing the
Newsletter have risen alarmingly during the last two years, and the
expenditure of so much of the Society's income on a publication whose
appearance was lesg than satisfactory can no longer be justified. 1t
would have been possible to continue the Newsletter in anothbr, cheaper
form, but it is generally felt that a responsible learned society should
not publish any reports which are intended to be of permanent value on
loose, duplicated sheets. In future therefore the reports of
archaeological finds, short articles, and similar items which have
hitherto appeared in the Shropshire Newsletter, will appear under the
heading of Miscellanea in the Society's 'Twansactions'. Brief reports
of most excavations in Shropshire are also included in the 'VWest
Midlands Archaeological News Sheet! which is published by CBA Group 8,
and is obtainable from the Department of Extramural Studies,

University of Birmingham.

The purpose of this News Sheet will be to keep members of the Society,
and to some extent the general public, informed of all events of
archaeological or historical interest in the county, whether promoted
by the Soclety or not. We shall include details of lectures, coursges,
excavations and new publicationg, and shall attempt to keep members
informed of the representations made by the Society to public authorities
on archaecological matters. We do not intend that this shall be a
publication of permanent impoxtance, to be bound and filed away, but ve
hope that it will help our members and others to keep in touch with the
many events of archaeological and historical interest taking place in
Shropshire,

The Archaeological Society is holding two further winter meetings to
which all members and their friends are welcome. Both will be held
in the Bear Steps Hall, Shrewsbury.

Saturday February 15th at 2,30 p.m.
Barrie Trinder: THE TURNPIKE ROAD SYSTEM IN SHROPSHIRE.

Saturday March 8th at 2.30 p.m.
Geoffrey Tomg: LEA CROSS AND THE ROMAN 'VILLAS' OF SHROPSHIRE,

Y

Full details of the Society's summer programme will appear in
Shropshire News Sheet No. 2 which will be published in March.
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SHREWSBURY t - The Unlt, the f1rst prof9531ona1 organisation ‘of its kind to appoar
ARCHAEOLOGICAL " in Shropshire, is now firmly established, and many members will have
UNIT © 7 geén its important dlsplay in Bear Steps in Shrewsbury in Decenber,
R qf.which illustrated: current archaeologica] work. in the town, the
‘overall threat to arohaeologioal sites in the town and the need to
' ofganise’ rescue work permanently in Shrowsbury on a professional
basis. The unit has compléted excavations at Pride Hill, and has
o been undertaking exploratory work at S8t,.Julian's Friars and the.
efi T " Sutton Farm ‘estate. It is aldo hoped to start work on the szte__..
e "'beh1nd the Shrewsbury Club at Dogpole . in the near future, Work
B 1y progress1ng towards a full publioation of the excavations at . .
Pride Hill from 1971-1974 and it is hoped that this report will
be publlshed by the 5001ety and thus madée available to members.,

DESTRUCTION . ﬂ::,Muoh work goes ‘o1 behind the gcenesg on behalf of members, and the
AT ‘s - Soedebty became -involved lagt summer in registering the strongest
WROXETER ., ... -. . .protests at development work:in the village of Wroxeter involved

..with: the extension of a cottage and the excavation of trenches for
o sewage and outlet drains. This work had been carried out without
R prior information to any. respon51b1e archaeologzcal hody on the
site of one of the most famougs of all Scheduled Ancient Monuments
iin England againsgt all .statutory: requirements of protection of
-guch gites. Before any action could be taken a key area of the
city's history had been destroyed without record. - Representations
were made ultimately at ministerial level to the Department of the
‘Environment and the Council for British Archaeology, and although
the damage could not be undone, the Society have been the prinme
....instigators nationally in moves to tighten up the provision of
information from planning applications where Scheduled Ancient
Monuments are concerned and to alert the Department of the
' Dnvironment to ensure the prov131ons of the law are observed.

Locally, we have looked to our own housé and a Planning sub~committee
_of the Society now has advance information .of all. planning
" applicationsg for development within the county and can thus
i‘"c.‘le'l'.ermlno ‘what action to take well in advance where any site of
“‘”Larchaeological importance comes under threat.

THE Hoeertie A ‘number of changes in the membersh1p of the Council are taking place.
SOCIETY 'S ' Mr 'Pecle has indicated his wish to retire from the position of

OFFICERS Chairman of the Society as from the next Annual General Meeting

- oo c in June 1975, Miss ‘Hill retired from the Council ‘in December, as

.. 8he 18 moving from Shropshire aftor her retirement as County
Archivisty we thank her very warmly for her Very many years of
outatanding service to the County and to the Society, and we
further congratulate Mrs Halford on being appointed to succeed her.
We were sorry also to hear of the retirement of Mrs Moran from the
‘position of Publications Secretary, she has carried out this work"

...for a long time with much energy and conscientiousness, and has had
to give up the work through increased personal commitments.  Ve! are ‘
glad to know that she will. gtill be able to continue her 1mportant
work 1n vernacular architecture.

;we are. also Very pleased to welcome back to permanent residence in
the county our Vice-President, Dame Kathleen Kenyon, and we are
delighted to hear that she w111 be joining in the activities of
‘the’ Soolety againe"'

A SOURCE The Cernegle United Kingdom Trust awards grants ‘to amateur
OF GRANTS organlsations engaged in original work in local history and the
terms have been widened to include the cost of work done on
documents as a preliminary to outdoor work. .Details can be
R obtained from the Historlcal Association, 59a Konsington Park
o Road, London Se E.ii. '
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The Offa Society's excavation at the Copper/Bronze Age Burial

 Mound at Ysgwennant, Denbs. (SJ 189305) was mentioned in _— S
:Shropshlre Newsietters Nos, 16 21, 25 and 30 between 1961 and

1966, The work was. completed. in 1968 and the full report was o
‘published in Archaeologia Cambrensis for 1972, . QOffprints can be

‘obtained ‘price 35p, from the Secretary CBA Group 2 (Wales),

Miss Frances Lynch, Department of History, Unlver51ty College of
North Wales, Eanqor, Gwynedd. ‘T}

E"_Full detalls of all *hese courses can be obtgined from The Warden,

_ShrOpshlre Aduit College, Attingham Park, Shrewsbury. All of the
,‘courses cart, be attended on a non-residential basis, and it is also
‘fpossible to attend single lectures or sessions.. .

February 1&th to- 16th. -"Historic Towns of the West Midlands", A

study of the archaecology, higstory and conservation problems of
Shrewsbury, Ludlow, Worcester and:Chester in connection with-

-European : ‘Architectural ‘Heritage :Year 1975. Speakers include
- 'Lewis- Braithwaito; Philip Barker, Michael Law, Martin Caxver, -
. Tony lhcking, Trevor. Strlckland, Roy MeKee and Harold Berry.

sﬁiMarch 21st to 23rd. "The Age of Chlvalry” : A study of the Middle

. Ages directed by KEITH POOLE,

T LTRRN

- Sunday, April-. 13th. - "Towera, Domes, Theatres and Temples"., A day

oonference on European:and English architectural‘history held in

i connection with Euroyean Aroh1tectura1 Herltage Year,

“May ‘Oth to 11tho',”Narrow Boat", A study of recent Midlands canal

-{fh1st0ry directed by Andrew J?nkxnson. .

. May 23rd to. a6ﬂh "The Age of 'Chaucer". < ‘The’ hlstory and
. Iliterature of  the: perlod, directed by KEVIN DOWNa

June 20th to zanda: "The Cathedrals of Franoe” A study in

connection with Guropean Architectural Héritage Ybar, directed

by LESLIE HARRIS, .~

‘!'July 18th’ to 25th.i ”Prehlstory of Shropshira and Wessex", This

'"'summer school, directed by GEOFFREY TOMS, may. be taken in two parts:

the f1rst 1s the study,of outstanding prehistoric monuments and
mugeuni ‘collactions in Shropshire; the second occupies four days in

::Wiltshlre studying such gites as Stonechenge, Avebury, Silbury Hill,
" Windmill Hill and the Wést Kénnet Long Barrow, and the mugeums at -

s Dev1zes and SaliSbury"'-

:-xAugust 22nd to-24th, "Archaeology in the Field"i - A study of visual
© +., archaeology in the W?oxeter, Atcham an& LOng Mynd areas, directed by
;rGEOFFREY TOMS. L :

rSaturday April izth and Sunday April 13th,
'jTHOMAS FARNOLLS PRITCHARD" AN 18th CENTURY SHROPSHIRP ARCHITECT

Lo A weekend gchooly which will include . ‘lectures, a tour on foot of

- Pritchard bu11dings in Shrewsbury; and a cOach eXcurslon to view

¢+ his work. in other: parts of the county°

The course will be based in Shrewsbury° Fuli details will be

t-available: early in March from College H111 House Adult Edqucation
. Centro, College Hill,. Shrewsbury.' b

UTutors: Janies' Lawson, Robin Chaplln, Earrie Trlndero

ﬁNShropshlre Outdoors

This is one of the events organised in the county to mark

-Buropean: Architectural Herltage Year.

Cra

”It is hoped that the extensive programme of f1e1dwork courses in

““historical’ studies ‘and environmental sciences which has been run

in previous years will again be arranged this Autumn., Full details
will be available from College Hill House in mid-March.
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. Full .details of all these.courses can be obtained from The Warden,
. ..Pregton Montford.Field Centre, Montford Bridge, Shrewsbury SY4 1DX,

:July"éndﬂfo 9th.” '"Archaeology and History in the Welsh Borderland!,.
“An introductory course examining the rich variety of archaeological
remains, higtori¢: buildings and’ industriel monuments in and around
Shropshire, directed by DAVID PANNETT.dK o

an; August /6th. to 13th.,."Archaeology end History in the Welsh

Borderland',

techniques of surveying and récording fleld monuments and earth-
worke, directed by TREVOR ROWLEY and DAVID PANNETT

e i Ty eaet i
Full details ‘of all these- courses and excavationg can be obtained
' friom' The' Diréctor of Extramural Studies, Univereitv of Birmlngham,
PO Box 363, Birmingham B15 2TT. '

July 26th’ to August 8th and August 9th'to 22nd. 'Romano-British
Archaeology Excavation Techniques', Sumimer schools at Wroxeter,

"5directed:byﬁGRAH@yﬂWEBSTERTZfor;beginnere'and}novices.

July 26th'ﬁuguet”iete”z“Romenoeﬁritisﬁ‘Coerse Pottery".
Auquet 2nd to Bth.'?"Animal Archaeology" directed by RAYMOND CHAPLIN,

August 9th to 22nd; ;“Arohaeplogical Surveying and Drawing',
directed by TONY MUSTY.V

EEY

These courses are ell besed on Att;ngham Park and Wroxeters

e PR . [ .
".‘z‘.li‘,u b

Excavatione:—.:.g;‘_‘_.;xp

July (full'datée”to7be”announCed).'“Hen“Domeh;LMontgomery, directed
by PHILIP BARKER. ) ) . o
August (full dates to be announced) Wrogeter;Roman City.- Betns::
Baellioa, directed by. PFILIP BARKER,. . ;. .7,

CJuly-26th’ to Auguet 22nd. ' Wroxeter Roman City =~ Market Hall,
dirvected by GRAHAM WEBSTER.

The annual conference of West Midlands Arohaeological Regearch”
Groups will be held at the Shakespeare Centre Annexe, Henley Street,

"*Stratford upon Avon on March 15th ‘and 16th 19?5.‘ This is the main

“opportunity to be’ brought up ¢’ ‘date with current archaeological
“work in the region.  All aré wélcomé, Détails'from the Director
. of Extramural Studies,. Unlversxty of Birminqham, PO Box 363,
Blrmingham B15 2TT., ;.. . ‘ : e

" The Oxford Uhlversity Department ‘'of ' External Studies is holding a
“ conferetice’ on 'The ‘Medisval Market ‘Town' ‘at Oxford from May 2nd -
bth., Full details from Rewley House, welllngton Square,

. Oxford 0X1 ZJA. ;,” . . N Bt

i

Throughout the seaeon exoavat1ons are oonducted by the following

directors, who will be glad to recelve enquirles.

M.Carver, c/o Rowley House Museum, Shrewsbury.a Excavations in
.. Shrewsbury For, the Shrewsbury. onavation Unit, -~

“Dri’ AuW.J Houghton) Oakwood, Pulverbatch, Shrewsbury. Excavations

..on Roman sites .at Duncot ;and in the Wroxeter area.

“W.E,Jenksg, " Trevarrion, Langford Avenue, Bayston Hill Shrewabury.
'Excavationg ‘for ‘the Shropshire Prehistoric Research Group mainly
 in’ the' Shrewsbury ares,.

M.,Wise, 139 Corve Street, Ludlow, ExcaVefions iﬁ Ludlow,
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NEW ‘GUIDES " "’ Mghbef# will be intefested t6 khow ‘that a'new édition of the’
70! 7 wrudiuo iDepartment '6F the Environment 's'Guide to the'Roman City of -
 WROXETER. .. . . . Wroxeter hag;recently. been published, The Guidg has been s
‘ completely up-dotod by Graham Websteé Tand also contalns new -
photographs, and.plans. . The. Guide is. obtalnable at the site
mugeun and from Her Majesty’s Statlonery Offlce, Philip Barker
o has recently produced the most up—to-dato report on hig work at
sabnl o ypoxsted in thé ‘pamphlet  "Excavations’ on' the Site of the Baths
Basilica at Wroxetor 1966-73"; this is’obtainable both at
‘J@\h;gg . Wroxeter and from- the, Department of Ektra-Mural Studies,
Birmingham Un1versity. : S '

[ - T -
Cioeesinegg pey

st SR TR

REGIONAL & | Members may like to be reminded also of three regular publications
NATIONAL:, .. . .. which provide. up-to~date information on, ragional, and Brit1ehg;a
PUBLICATIONS - .. .. arohaeology,anecifically designed. for:;.the-general readern..

» They are: B R T TS (OIS R DA LTSt S

Ciih o -Current Archaeologye:
Ao g Roadg London NWB BTX.

“Rescué News, published by RESCUD “thé Trugt for British
S Archaeology, 25a.The  Tything, Worcester.;agg S

L Mesgt Midlands Avchaeological: News Sheet, publlshed amually by
CBA Group 8 and obtainable from the Department of Extra-Mural
. : B

S J'
_ The Council for British Archaeology, 7 Marylebono Road, London NWi,
e b i Bhes “H 'monthly VCalétidar' ‘of ' Excavatiohs', " This provides
information about all excavations in the country vhich require
volunteer assistance, and also gived details of courses, meetings
R RS R wwﬁ;},and conferences in anchaeology, open to the,publlca
RECENT - "A Guide to British Topographical Collections” by M.¥W.Barley,
PUBLICATIONS ' ¢ -publishéd’ by Counbli“for British Archaeology. "The Guide is
compiled on a’county babib'dfill ‘1ists’ the répositories of
proow oo topographical illuetrations, such as draw;ngs, prlnts and
photographs. UTERE AU et

v

"Two Ancient Marbles at Shrewsbury", by JeM.CaToynbee. Proceed;nge
of ‘the Society of Antiquarlos;“Vol 53, Part 2-,4 . v

'”Arohaeology and Government";~ A Plan for Arcbaeology in Britazn.‘(
Bublished by Counc;l for, British. Archaeology. - Compulsive reading
for. all. who are, concerned with ‘practical archaoology.

'

ﬁ*“f,“: 'TlﬂResoue ‘hrdhasology!, edited by Ph111p Rahtz" and publlshed by
Pelican., This book, written by twenty peéople -involved in Rescue
st o1 e cArchaeologyy: describes. what gort. of: gites are being lost, who (and
S R What) the agents, of destruotion are .and propeses ways in which
- the, 51tuatzon .can: be remedied.sn;p~3;. R

"Landscape Archaeology! ~ An Introduction’ to' Ficldwork Tachnigues
. on Pogt-Roman Landscapes, by Michael Aston and Trevor Rowley,
st e publishéd by Davxd‘and Charles . Pt o

& N "Shrewsbury - The Buried Past" by Mertin Carver and J w1115, YA
R Publlshed by Shrewsbury Archaeological Unit’ and obtainable from
them at’ Rowley‘s Houge MuSeum, ~Thid’ pamphlet’ illustrates the
othreatened, archacology. of  Shrewsburys.and, its recovery.

- MCroft AmBYEY"; by Dri 'S/Ci8tanford, available from the author at
g e g'Ashfleld Cottage, Juston,; Leoningter, Horefordshire. This is the
.Ngdozw,g; final. report of.. Dro4$tanford's excavations. at this important

Herefordshire hill-fort and is directly.relevant to the Shropshire
h111 forts,

AT S & S LR R A S U

fyte




SALOP COUNTY . -

I.IBRARY

PUBLICATIONS |

BACK NUMBERS

().

An English Rural Community: Myddle under the Tudors and

“f'Sfuarts" by Dav1d Hey. Leiceater Univer31ty Press. 1974, £5.80.

"_Few parishes are more generously endowed with douumenta“y sources

 “than Myddle,'and Dr. Hey has used estate. records, registerg, and
;inventories as well as Richard Gouqh' 'Hlstory of Myddle! to
"produce a work of scholarshlp of outstandlng 1mporfance,

nationally as well as locally.

ﬁ‘"The Darbys ‘of Coalbrookdale“ ; By Barrie Trlnder. Phillimore,
:”1974 £1 OO.L A short, popular hlstory.:li

Lt ‘-

-:"Landscapes and Documents" edited by AlanRogers ‘and Trevor Rowley,

Bodford Square Predse. 1974. £1,50. A collection of essays
illustrating the different approaches to the- past of historians
and archaelogists. . S .

The. following are available from most branches of the County

“Library,.or from Salop County Library HQ, Column House,
- London Road, ‘Shirewsbury, . A:; R

Brown, The Coalbrookdals coalfield "*béﬁQJQngxof mines 1968
(original publlcatlon)o 25p. '

;g.‘CATHRALL., Hjstory of OSwestry., f8§5; fsbf‘m“j'
; RANDALL,A.Thezclay industries\... ‘on the banks of the Severn,

1877, 35!)9 it
RANDALL. Handbook to the Severn Valley Railway. 1863. 25p.

RANDALL,s ©ld sports and sportsmen ... with sketches of Squire
Forester and his whipper-in. Tom Moody. 1873. 40p.

Church Stretton Borough Guide. ¢ 1908, 15p.
Tourists! guide to Bridgnorth. 1875. 35p.
The route of the Shrewsbury and Hereford railway. 1860. 35p.

Shropshire in pictures : the street scene (a collection of
old photographs) (original publication). 30p.

Market Drayton Borough Guide, 1908, 15p.
Two Shropshire Ironmasters - Reynolds, father and son. 25p.

BUCK. Six Shropshire castles t set of 6 prints. 1731.
(Shrewshury, Ludlow, Stokesay, Acton Burnell,
Hopton, Clun). 37%p ea.

Sweeney prints (drawings and annotations of properties belonging
to the lLeighton family of Sweeney Hall in Oswestry in the
late 1800's),

The Society carries a large stock of its own publications, many of
which are difficult to obtain elsewhere except at a much higher
price., Members of the Society can obtain a ten per cent discount
on the prices quoted,

Back numbers of many of the Transactionsz of the Society are
obtainable, including certain off-prints, among which should
particularly be noted "Excavations at the Roman Fort at Walltown
Farm, Shropshire, 1960-1961", Prices per part are:

Tirgt to Fourth Series - 37 pence.

Vols. 46~55 - £1,00.

Volz, 56 onwards - £1.50.
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“‘Parts 8 tq 10 of Dean Cranage's ”Architectural Account of the
“'Churches of Shropshire" are atill ‘in stock._ Thls is the claggic
“‘account of the hlstoric churches of the County and is a 'must"

' for ‘everyone seriously 1nterested in church architecture. Copies

© are available at’ £1 50 each. The general survey and appendix

" eosts 75 ‘penice.

The Parish Registers of much of. the county are in the Society's
‘gtbek ‘and these .are essential reference for all who are
interested in family history, genealogy or the history of
¢ .+ theixy . ovn . parish, . Prices vary according to the size of the
wvolume, average £1.00, . The price for a particular volume

;';ﬂ.-{ can . be obtained on appllcation.;--nﬁ

Other publications for sale include:

- MShrewsbury Burgess RollY, edited by H.E.Forrest, £1.00, '

. "The 0ld Houses-of Shropshire", by H.E;Forrest.  £2.10, o
"Hearth Tax, 1672", edited by Dr. Watkins Pitchford. 75 pence. '
. "Church Plate of the Archdeaconry of. Salop”, edited by

©ALS, Jeavons. ' £1,00. o

A bookstall will be open at all future!meet1ngs of the Society and
copies can be obtained ‘there.’ }Alternatlvely, copies may be

.- purchased by post (post and packing extra) on applicatlon to
The Secretary, Attingham Park, Shrewsbury,:

QRPN
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SHROPSHIRE
ARCHAFOLOGICAL
SOCIETY

SUMMER
PROGRAMME

ANNUAL
GENERAL
MEETING

SHROPSHIRE
ARCHABOLOGICAL
SOCIETY:
FUTURE
ACTIVITIES

Members will be aware that the summer programme was distributed

at the end of March in place of this News Sheet which was originally
intended for publication at that time, The following excursions
are due to teke place within the next few months. For full detaills
contact the Hon. Excursions Secretary, Mrs C,A,Peele, 2 Muckleton,
Telford, Tel: Shawbury 378.

May 31at:

Half~day visit to Upton Cressett, including the recently restored
timber~framed house, and the Norman church. Lled by Mrs M, Moran,
Mombers' own transport.

June 14ths _
Goodrich Castle, Kilpeck Church and Hereford Cathedral,
Leaders Major J.G.leegs Mombers! own transport.

July 5th, 12th, 19th:

These dates are reserved for an aerial photographic survey of Shropshire.
All members are invited to take part, and to pursue their own :
particular interests. The date chogen will take account of
Flying Club convenience, the state of the crops and theo weather.
Leadeor: W.E,Jenks,

August 1gt-3pd:

Weekond in Norfolk, Bookings for this visit were due in early April,
but it is possible that there may be one or two vacancies through
cancallations,

September Oth:
Bogcobel House, Moseley Old Hall, excavations at Letocetum (Wall),
and Lichfield. Leador: Major J,G.lees. Members' own transport,

September 20th:
Visit to sites of industrial archaeological interest in the Derwent
Valley, Derbyshire, All day excursion by coach, Leader: Barrie Trinder.

The next Annual General Meeting of the Society will most probably
be on Saturday, June 21st at 2.30 p.m. in Shrewsbury. Pull details
of the meeting and its Agends will be sent to all members in due
courge, but as a number of important items of business are expected
to be brought up at this meeting, the provisional date is mentioned
now for members to put it in their diaries.

Over the last few months, officers of the Society have been discussing
with some concern the activities of the Society and the low response
vhich many activities are receiving, There may well be many reasons
for this situation, and one may be the need for improved levels of
publicity and communication, It is hoped that the new-style News Sheet
will become a more direct form of information to members asg to what

is going on in the field of archaecology and local history in the county
both inside and outside the Society. Because of the exorbitant rise
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4y i0 postal rates.and printing, the News Sheet will onlyapnoai'twicé "

.1 @, year, sbut it will.contain information ‘about ‘all“that the Society'ias
doing in the coming monthg, ~As there will normally be no 'Ffurther ™
information sent through the post about projected meetings and’’

KRR "activitles, Y 1g eseential that members note forthcomxng events in

LA G 7 their diaries” to ‘Hrail themselves of the full programme of the Society.

prean ppe.q ThefSecretary ig’ alwaYS w1111ng to give further ipformation, when

sl e pegiived,” abolit ‘oms’ in the programme._”h;c,ﬂ“

e

The future programme will be planned on the basls of a meoting every
R N LRLIANIEES (-] Y These &eetings will be]jn the form of Jlectures, symposia,
SRR j”T‘i exhibitions and 1614 meetings"and§it is 1ike1y that the bulk of
R A KL meetings ‘will e’ heid in Shrows v at . the Bear Steps Hall, We
e T Haved & situation wheté ‘we' ba hwaboht 356 subscribing members and the
ol number is inoreeslhg'each year, The paradox“is that only small
“humbérsare ettendingrthe meetings of fhe;,ooiety and very rarely
are ten per cent of ‘the ‘members present at any meeting, in that the
. rrSociety. exigts not only .as-a publishingibody but ahn organisation to
,bring together everyone in: the county who has ah ihterest in local
. history and archaeology we want.:td promoté as many meetings as
ﬁ«\ possible to bring members together to meet each other and provide
the Opportunities for talk, discussion and, the .gharing of interests.
aoirEns G ey fféquently oﬁr meet1ngs are conqerned with topics which have not
i rbeen pﬂb11shed 1n any books or 'amphlets, and, there are many
et "l‘opportunities to° be brought right'up to date with vhat is happening
Dok - ‘In thé' county and to imeet the experts in the, particular field,

The Sooiety exists to provide the service that its members want, It
st iryjould seeln that the' low respon e'to meet1ngs is an.indication that

Gty

offered., Let us Kilow your v1eﬁs now, and let me have a flood of
letters with ideas from members - on the timing, and; venue of: field::

vhoh et inebtingdy ‘ﬂéntlai'leotUrers, subaects for lectures, forms; of ia
;i a~~exhibitlon,’subaects*for stiidyzmeotings ete., Ifiwe.are to be sy i
'wfin really active sociefy promoting a, full programme as described aboveg»g
' and providing regular opportunities for you to. meet, let us know what
you' ayré’ hoDing t6' gain’ from the Society and the Council and its
.. eommittees, can: then plan dccordingly. Please!write to me at
gy ”Jettingham Park and: a;llsuggestions w111 be fuily welcomed.

eyt Feleyey zs‘_?'f_:._fg xl[ st ".i i 'm’ N "i A 'GEOFFREY TOMS HO!‘I. Secretﬂry.
A PO T PR SR TINCE KL TS SCANE CPE L RTINS SIA RS Lh I 1ot

SHROPSHIRE o o1eeSince \Novembar,, 1974 : the Roman. Resesdrch i Group tnder ‘the direction of
. R Drw John ‘Houghton-have ‘been ‘carrying out ! explorataﬁy excavationsg at

RESEART.’; et 117 Puncot Fort,two,miles north iof - Wroxeter and ‘hard by the Roman road

GROUP to Chester. The fort is of 'th&é double:-ditched ‘type, about 825 ft x

112 ft., with rounded corners,y three of which have been located.

SRR . complex of postholes gt the south eqd has _been discovered, but

*Hﬁi" “lag yot none'of the exits hes been found. The site has now been
¢ left for eréppitgs’

f., v a!’ e i g T3 :"-.,l:

A note on the group's work at Horseshoes Lane, Wroxeter, appears 1n —
i .the current issue ofi.the West-Midlands Arohaeological News Shect,

-
¥
]

SRGTERIE ST T !
. e e S S STICITFETIUTE N I O A Tegny
e rebroeegd Do el e Prozien bl ‘-‘1"‘!"-‘ ‘ T

PREHISTORTC " The group has been meeting: tnder ‘the" leadership ‘of "M W,E,Jenks

RESEARCH throughout the winter on Tuesday evenings at Shyrewsbury Borough
GROUP e ' Library to”éaﬂby Further its’ wark on an, archaeologicel gazettecor

oot :ur;for the oounty. “Some ! weeke’ ffield*work under. the direction of
RS S L < Dir o GfrahE Wbbster has invalved the investigation of :the faces of

3

-v¢Vw€w~ ;-r*grevel quarries}'End there ‘has’ been a programmeq‘f,fzeld wallkking in
jis areas’edjaéent to quarries and on sités where aerial photographs

il

RN SRS M j,v;‘tha_ve sho‘,m u?fci{op mark " ) ’.“ L et

T AR
S NGy

LR T L S VRN PR AL I P BRIV

(2)




ARCHAEOLOGICAL,l +Details were :given n the 1ast News 'Shoét ‘of tha 'dtock of publications

SOCIETY...:. i1 ... which the :Soeiety: hasiiin dtg: possession and is available to members
PUBLIOATIONS;.,W. at specia&‘discouht rates. Fonmoguioen oot ““
BACK ISSUES ..i\} bt g oo Girmmde feuss o 000

o ' There is a strong possibilzty that in the near'future this stock will
o f”"“ ﬂ"”f:ffbe ‘digpodéd of by general sale because of the .loss. of storage space
: i *’(““m‘whicﬁ the' Society at present enjoys.: If this proposal takes placse,

U en iR amy g4 will}still be possible to cbtain qulications but no longer

.......

KEEEEE o

W fa?*“”” “(‘This possibili "Ys'drawn to the attent1on of memhers now, so that

'f‘any pot éntial purchases can be made at the, discount rates while
S " gtockd last. Already ﬁhe stocks of. Deap Cranage’ MArchitectural
SRR “;Account of ihe Cﬁurches of Shropshireﬂ are, 1ow,wand members requiring
”Tf oy laa Fgopieg frPart 4 pnwards are eafqeetly urged torput in their orders
RN oy ﬁ'misprint in tpe last News(Sheet ggggeeted that copies ave
i?%mTu f"’? m”oniy availabie from art 8 onwards.,”,ﬁ S EITERRIRITR o

a R R

'J'Therenareastill a}very few copies’of the® First and Th1rd Reports of
i th f,.J. Bushe~Fox s ‘Excavations at W’rox*\t’ez‘9 published by the Society of
Crerhl Antiquaries,navailable. Pricesi CFiPEE Repoﬁﬁ” “£2,00

Third Report & £1 00,
“jjvf‘ N It‘should be &l gupointed ut that{e,emali numben ‘of recent numbers
S L0 E the Society's"Transaoti

L one are still available,.as well as
) e “'Philip Barker's "ﬁbdzeval Pottery of . Shropshire". - Intending
“”“*”ﬁj“eff purehaser% are adv1sed tc place their qrgers novw, . ;Price -~ £1,50

ATE e

TR T T RO S SR T T I PR S RI T I VI S S8 AR SUo i QU SALEREEHE AN,

S T A,

: Loee. = ; ' ..I" i‘ f? Iif

i o At All ccmmhnicatione ebculd be addressed to _the. Ppblications

NI : E':,:t LT “)“I 's i1 etawt“ r'*,'s j‘ y‘}{irller, TR B S S BT S U Tt A5 X! b |

'a-:."-”’:-"*i.‘u" ! S i Stbhéhouseg‘ ' SRR U PP I R
e "‘fﬂi”f"f’ Picklescott, e
e s ff”‘. church Stretton, Salpp.:ﬂe sel
SHREWSBURY "+ i1t g Uﬁit's report on the'rxcavatioﬁs.en Pride Hiil‘ls now in its

ARCHAROLOGICAL™! +‘fifal’ stages of’ preparation. The. m ia structure,turned out to be
RESEARCHf“*ff“"ﬁ ‘o 1hth cenygry stone buiiding, erected on; the 13th,century town wall,
UNPTr“”?E There wag . little evidence

‘and largeiy rebuilt in the 16th. century.

p of.occupation on the s1ie before the 13th,cen$ury.m

IS AR 0

[T H,In conjunction with therwakeman Schotl the Uhit hill be re-excavating
.-8nd re+building:the: ekbyptiof 014 Sty Chad's chubeh from June 30th
onwards. This prodec§ will.be linked with the European Architectural
Heritage Yodr Exhibiflon in’ ‘Shrewsbury which starts the same day.

AR I

seerihy onMe PeClayke swill-be.continuing Hig' programmé of recording medieval,,wq
e e Stone.and . timbersframed: sbuildings in Shrewsbury which are schedqled
centt o ifon demolition or.renovationsy: Particular attention” will be paid .,

SR

LEY

el 'tO POI‘Ch HOUSG, Swan Hilvl. .;‘ ey TE ey P TN ST 5N

f”"A‘BO acre site on gravél terrace in the Sutton Lane .area waich ig
o due’ £6" be deVeloped fcr‘housing 1s the. subject of a dotailed

e Srgacnhiyaical subvey being undertaken by, the Unit. . As yet the site
iz not proved archaeologlcally.

Porrerin et g ke

i S “i"‘i et omertt e e o CitiaT B
Gy i The full programme ofti sumner - courses ot ‘archaéological and historical
toples at Attingham Park Adult College and Preston Montford Field ..

om0 Centre, appeared: in! NewsSheet’ No. 1."*”ﬁ

' . vy i
e "The §hropshire LEA'S extensive programme cf outdoor.classes in
: & landécape hiétory, geology, geography, botany &c. is:listed in a
' leafiet 'Shropshire 6q dccrs 1975' obta;nable from libraries or from
o %[} <OME AT M.Jenkinson, Adult ‘Education Tutor. for. Bnvironmental Sciences,
P " Bipeher Coétége, thtie Stretton,,Church Stretton,. Salop,
“iMARG of the' meetings are day or half- day walks.for,which no advence
booking is necessary, and aré particularly designed for visitors
to the county,

IO,

R
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SHROPSHIRE

COUNTY -
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SERVICE

: : s b ;“"“;V) ‘ '::j. ‘}
IRONBRIDGE i f:. ')

GORGE

MUSEUM: '«

EERTANET RN

RECENT P W .
PUBLICATIONS.-

o

1o hhe jIngtituteiof iExtengion Studles at the ‘Upivergity of Liverpool

+

el

is organising a weeckend seminar cnfMEDIEVALQPOTTERYxFROM EXCAVATIONS
IN THE.NORTH. WEST: at.the Mollington Bariastre Hotel; Chester on
November: 749, Fullrdetails dre-available fron’ Mrs'ﬁ 1.Horne,
Institute of Extension Studies, PO Box 147, 1 Abercromby Square,

"Liverpooi L69 BBX. o N P T

AN AR S B r_:.!

R TR S Y PR LR R AP L RS

Shrcpshire LEA are organislng a two-day schpol at Ludlow on Saturday

*{i'and Sunday November 1‘and 2, following up_a highly successful course
' 'héld in the autumn of 1974 The emphagis on this occasion will be on

the“ﬁhjs 'in’ which the planned medieva town was. .adapted to meet the
“hideds’ of 1ater dénturies. Tutors will be Trevcr JRowley and Barvie
Trinder, There will, ag before, be a mixture of indcor digcussion
sessicns and; practlcal field WOrk.”'; R

f- RSN R TRty

e 3~‘_"',.
Iy wroneiTT U E oty EPLE I T

The title depds; for. the County Farm Museum ‘@t ‘Home Farm, Acton Scott
.have:now been signed, and the site will be 'opér for a preview seagon
from Sunday 22nd June, As many readers will: kriow, Home Farm comprises
a part;cularly fine set of agrlculturalﬂbuildings, and exhibited there
wili be’ some of” the collection of implements which has been built up
1nl theé ccuﬂty over a ccnsiderable period, together with the
collsetion of My T.Acton, owner of the site. Animals of rare breeds,
including Longhorn cattle and a Tamworth pig ‘will also be on view,
.and: in. due. course .demonstrations: of: practicals farining of the days
before electricity anq the 1nterna1 combustion engine will be staged.
fPHé’ Mﬂseum is open i”usual‘from 16 a.m. tq 6 p,m. every day except
Ghr1stMas Day. NcW'attractzons this summer include a Telford wrought
ivon’ toll gatc, installed alongside the tcllhouse from Shelton, and

" “the ‘Hay' Tnelindd Plane, on which raxls have been ;reinstated during
the Springs. The Shelton tollhotise has now been fully regtored

‘-;1“min$§nn§;1y.as well as exterrally, and ig niow; on. g own, sufflcient

;. raason for a visit to the Blists ‘Hill Miseum, : “During the summer a
Saymill will come. znto operation on the upper ‘part of the Blists
.Hi;l Site- fry 1 EETEE S RADI LRI AR

Work is expected %o’ commence in the nearrfuture on the Coalport
Chinaworks site, Much of thid’ will be of afvoluntary nature and
is being organised by the Friends of the Ironbrldge Gorge Museum,

.....

..Details: of this, and of excursions and other: activities of the

Friends,.can . be obtained from, The - Secretary,!Friends of the
Ironbridge . Gorge . Musgeumy Southsidey: Ironbridge,’ Telford.

N
© Phé currént number of Wést Midlands Archacolog;cal News Sheet has

e recently bee published._ No. 1? ccvers work undeptaken mainly in

1974 and'i& thus the most up-to-date report on all archaeolcgical

..cactivities: in.our- region) . Cop1es (price 50" penée) can be

s ju”0btain§d'fr9m , tMiss My i MeLeanyroiivot ot o i

Depaxtment of ExtranMural Studies,
: Uhiversity of ' Birmingham e
P,O; ‘Box 363, . e
BIRMINGHAM BiS ZTT
Articles of particular importande tc Salopians include.n

"Aerial Reconnaissance of the Midlandsﬂ by Arriold' Baker and James
Pickering. Reports are made of rédent’discoveries from the air
in the regions of Shawbury, Ludlow and Wenlock.Edge.

,Pwroxeter,Churchyard -1974" by Philip Rahtz, ‘ThHis is an important
. higtorical and sdeloldgical - ‘survey ' of* the’ tombstones and graves
.;nsthe village: of Wroxeter;: ‘and is'a model: of’the evidence that
:; can. be. deduced frcm the scientific stUdy of tombstones.

;s"_‘." A i "

i I
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- "Excavations on the «Site of: the Baths*Basilica ét Wroxeter 1974
s eans vobyvPhiilip Bavkens ool i

s i e "wroxeter ;1974 - Market : Hall Site" by Graham Wébéter.

FHorseshoes Lane, wroxeter“ by thﬁ‘Houghton. P

4l

7 PREES  three articles bring the reader cgmpletely up to date with
work being carried out on the Roman’ city and its environs.

e e “Excavatibns &€ Hon Qomen, Mbntgomery, 19?4" by!Philip Barker,
e :“*“* The 1) test infbrma%;on is contained about this nationally

Cemianan imﬁortaht éxé Vaﬁion which has”beeq carried opt for so many

P ot o iye gy’ o ong” 0 ot 'the best preserved og early;medieval motte
: ~“‘“C?”“and bailey castles.;jth.

’ Ppide Hill, Shrewsbury!! by Martin. Carversy * Excavations, started in
1971 on this important medieval site in Shrewsbury, have now been
.completed: and’ evidence:from the site is now bbought up to ‘datd
. pending the’final;report Ho be: published i the’ near future by '
A our, Socdety, ;- R ST o

“The book1e€‘“5hrewsﬁ V»The Buiried Past" (1974) by: Martin Carver
fe .l”' and I, ﬁiils 18 the‘subdect of a favourable reyview together with
f”“"‘ f” Himitar wbrks on Hereford and Rescue Archqolqurin the West

LR et i S bt

iy

o
PIEAS WA

Y iyl it

Mdiandg e ( AR ..;) e Tiyere B 1 Vg \‘
.:5 i f L5 (2R} gy o By b SRR T S PR
?_Q - Other.recent publications: of’ interest toimembers’iﬁclude:—
SR ‘5?“ SHLN0LA Maps o Shrewsbury", published by the Fleld Studies Council,

and obtainable from JPreston Montford Hall, Montford Bridge,'»f’=it£:
BN Shrewsbﬁry Sy4 1DX. Fine quality)photographs reproduce the maps :
"t gf ' Torg’! Burghley, thn ,Speed, John Rocque, :AsHitchcock, Robert::
K S ot Brivghdhg ear;y editions of the Ordﬁance $urvey, with
bt e Pasiis historlcal comment. . e

U IR B AN BT Te R TASNL TR T SN oY e

-;;¥ww” ﬁyu‘ ----- !IThe effect iof. man on +the: landscape: the Hithand ‘zZone"., This is

Cema st opn By forthcoming.publioation by the ‘Council for'British Archaeology

ittt et 1 At £7 4506 For orders receivedsbefore 1igt May 1975 there is 2
concegsion price of £6,00. Orders can be ‘nade ‘toi-

. ey Council for British Archaeology,

degea fueid ”7 Marylebone Road,

& Ee 'f”f‘LéﬁHon NUi“BHY;

\“,,...;” i:lif vl !,f vy HE YOy eietired . Gy E s x)
o ,Limhis.is a: report onxwhe proceedings of’ the highly successful CBa
i e Gonference. on,this -stibject: Held iatiLancagtor Uhiversity in Mawch
fcey 4974, andids..0f the: utmost' value: o allveotidernéd with arhcacology.
"The Towvna of Roman Pritain’ by John Wacher,. Published by Batsford,’
" Ppiel %9.50;"Thféli'}%he first defiqitive wprk on . Roman: towng 1 il
’E“énd’bénééihs impprtént material .on Wroxeter,, .. T

Voo by Pgaaginess Tl rin dvmcagers DI
...; The Royal, Archaeolobical Institute ‘hag available a number of off-
prints from The Archaeplogical Journal. Thége fay ‘be" obtained frowm:-

The  Rgsistant” Treasurer . Sl

Royal Archiaological Institute,) "

Miss W.E.Franklin, MBE s iy

55 Silchester Court, ,N’ . ””Lﬂ;.',xr

b Lofidon Réad, A o

e .»nasmhonntqn Heathyoibiil o0 o wocsandaorasnth £5000
fh et SUREeYy (CREOHT g coes e b

'Afﬁiciéb”Of“lﬁfébéé%5?#01&&834”““ o
MEarlts Hill,  Pontesbury, ‘andirélated Hill-forts" by J.Forde-~
.. Johnston,: from Yolume 119 ;(1962}4: 126 pagés, price 20 pence.
s MMediolanum: Axcavations at:sWhitchurch 1965<6" by G.B.D,Jones and
Lo i:PeYeWebptary from Voliume: 125 (1968) ;637 ‘pages, price 45 pence.
"S8t. Giles' Church, Barrow, Shropshire" by HeM.Taylor, from
Volume 127 (1970), 11 pggfs, price 20 pence,

(5)
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The following publications of the Standing, Confereqce for Local

History aré ébtainableé from Réssarch Publication$ Services, Ltd.,
Victoria Hall, Fingal, street, East {Greenwichy: London SE10 ORP,

"Landscapes. and. Documents"; edited: by Alan Rogers.and Trevor Rowley.
Documentary historians need the resuits of fiédldwork and
archaeologists nésd ¢he: documents, That is the message of this hew
booklet, The study of landscape hxstory is usad to show. the need .,
el gty '““5which exidts for' local historiaﬁs to accept that all aspects of - yorn
cat enidnachistopieal’ étudy can benefit from a stu@y of matqrial remaing, an
g e fﬁﬂf” fﬁhat no’archaeologist ban escape the need to 1 o; at historical
TS TER RS TR d()eumentg. e ALY : ’ :
wren a0 iMaterdal contributed by Vanébaa Doe, Séhff Tutor, Department of
T Dxtra—Mural Studiss,” Uhiversity ‘of Shéffield;’ David Dymond, Tutor,
ol i Board of ExtrahMural Studies, Uhiver51ty of. Cambrgdge; Toin Hassall,
Director of Excavations, Oxford Archaedlogicdl ‘Excavation Committee;
Max Hboper, member of staff of Nature Congervancy's Monks Wood . ...,
wneEn e v ey Bepdpdmental Statiotij’ Rek €. Ruésell, ‘Staff Tutor, Department, .of ...
AR “Adult Educatioh; University' of' Hull; Christopher Taylor, mepber, . o :
R ~of gtafe of "tha Rcyal Commission oni’ Historical Mbnuments, Barrie
cet Y Thindery "Adult’ Bducation’ Tutor,’ Salop County Council. Published
November 1974. Eighty eight  bages, sixteen illustrations. £1.50.

1-"3:5::‘:"_‘:'~‘€ii'= B3N 1 -
L f

o ﬂﬁTh Loglc of Open Field Systems" by R G.Russell“'fi
S ,“ghe ‘method 6f dnvesgtigation. adopted in-this, hew! booklet should
interest all who, are; concerned, with; common -f£ivld. gystems. Its author,
Rex C. Russell, uses the open field systems of thirty-cight parishes
~in Lincolnshire. on: the,eve of entlosure :to illustrate throe pointst:

YRR I

that each comon-field; system was-logically adapted to the'geography’ f
of itsrpériah; that . different  common~field systéms ‘co~existéd' gide™ ™
by gide in the game geographical area, thus showing that whilst each
parish unit mads lbgical uge”of its land and of the geccraphy of its
parish, it vas clearly possib;e to solve the problem which faced each
-Parigh unit iA deéveral’ ‘different,’ but equally 'logical ways; and that
the location and patterns of old enclaosures within each parochial
farming unit may be seen in relation to those in adjacent rerigheg.
Fublished January 1975. Sixteen pages, sixteen maps. 90p.

A NC&W The Salep County Record Office have recently published an "Abstract
RECORD OFFICE of the Quarter Session Rolls 1820-1830", which can be obtained from
PUBLICATION: the County Archivist, Shirehall, Shrewsbury at £1, plus 35p post

and packing.

This abstract is a continuation of the "Full List and Partial
Abstract" of Quarter Sessions Rolls 1696-1820 published by the
County Council about 60 years ago. This volume is much fuller and
provides a wealth of detail about social conditions in the vears
1820~1830, The year 1827 saw an attompt to make the criminal code
more unifortr and more severe as a deterrent in a period of violence
end rising orime, These cages show how Shropshire magistrates
acted both before and after 1827. Theve is a full analytical index
of cases, and 25 black and white illusirations, mainly fron prints
and sketches, illustrating Shropshire in the early 19th century,

Other publications obtainable from the County Archivist are:-
Guide to the Shropshire Records (1952), unbound 50p.

Shropshire Peace Roll 1400~1414, edited by E,G,Kimball, M.A,,
B,Litt " Ph, Do ’ 1959) = bound £1¢25p-

Printed Maps of Shropshire 1577-1900, G.C, Cowling, M.A., (1959),

bound £1, 251).
List of Canal and Railway plans 40p.
Gazetteor of Shropshire Plaée Namos, Ho.D.G. Foxall, 2nd edition 60p,
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" Ligt of Inclosure avards, duplicated list free., i
U4 1 Shropshiré Parish ‘Documents’ (1903); "botnd ‘25ps
“orlh hrRowlandy Lord Hill. A historical perspective.f'ﬁp.

"f“ff;‘xﬂ‘wulq;;ﬁﬁ Lh3 iy postqge extra.n,”,-uu;qnﬁn
e Do st
SHROPSHIRE N The Mining Club Jburnal for 19714?4 contalns an article written by
MINING ’f;f’“f” ‘the late Alﬁepman Jones .on his work.in :the east.Shropshire Clay
CLUB:s ' * " Industry, 1885-1953, and accounts, of  the Blists Hill Mine, Madeley,
B ' the Springwell Pit Disaater, Dawley, and Shropshire's lead-mining
...t Klondyke of the.1870s, ..There is also.a review.of the clubts work o
inf$hropshire, Derbyshzre and. elsewhere.: Ak size, 43 pages, illus, y
£1 post, free from Ivor Brown, Hon., Treasurer,. Shrqpshire Mining )

i

fiﬁz}. f;taf_ti Club, ﬁ)Beech Drive,‘SQifnal $alop.ﬁ - whj ¢ 144

iy

HENRY L
PIDGEONS ""ff"{_
SHREWSBURY{ ful‘ '

A T erd chelyn Toynbee's note on 'Two Ancient Marbles gt Shrewsbury !
CORRECTION mentioned:in’ cur last issue ds 4h U Antiguavried !’ Journal Vol LIII
G st pteddys (1973) ppy263-64;’ and hot'ih the" Pruheedings of the Society
of Antiguaries which ceased publication in 1920- s
» BN ”S"‘"‘w“v';' ‘__f.(.i! oy 5:‘-: T Lt
FUTURE gk aFurtherito the detazls announced in the iast number of the News

ARCHAEDLOGICALx(»sSheet of excavations to be held this season, ‘the’ dates of

EXCAthIONS & ?*Philip Barker!s ‘excavations’ have riow been settle@ and are i=
BRI Hnﬁ DOMEN.X 30th, June to 19th July._w ,;‘“ N
WROXETER BATH BASILICA. 28th Ju1y to 30th Adgdst.
s AR N n ] ' R IET S S TSR
iy W y =;;" j) \1'\;:
[ ' 3 . : i i i {4
3 H Preacivy b Doiet it ¢ Foih ty i IR RS Yoo
H r ¢ L i Pl - H i : i N T3 ol
vt g i y Dl o ‘ !
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SALOP COUNTY

SITES & MONUMENTS RECORD

SHROPSHIRE NEWS SHEET No., 3. Septembar 1975.

A bulletin of news of archasological and historical interest,

**#**************Sk*********************#************‘«’&**************.*****************'

Puhlighed by the Shropshire Archasclogical roie Ve

Edited by Barrie Trinder, 20 Garmstion Hoad, Shrewshury SY2 6HE,
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SHROPSHIRE
ARCHAEOLOGICAL
SOCIETY
WINTER
PROGRAMME

SHROPSHIRE
ARCHAEQLOGICAL
SOCIETY s
ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING -

As announced in our last iggue, the winier progromme will consist

of monthiy meetings on Sniturday afternocons. All of the meetings

will take place in Bear Steps Hall at 3.00 p.m. It is hoped that
members will endeavour to attend as many mé%fings as possible.
Guests are wvelcome. Rerfreshments will not be provided, but there
is a coffee house adjacent to the halla

Saturday 4 OCLObera

Mrs M.Moran: CRUCK HOUSES IN SHROPSHIRE,

A survey of the latest information on one of the best known and
most interesting vernacular house types to be found in the county.

Saturday 8 November:

Barrie Trinder: OPEN AIR MUSBUMS IN SCANDINAVIA & THE NETHERLANDS,
An account of what has been achisved during the last century in
the congervation of peasant and small scale industrial buildings.

Saturday 6 December:

Geoffrey Tomg: THE PALACES OF CRETE,

A review of what archaeologists have discovered about some of the
most spectacular monuments of classical antiquity.

Saturday 10 January:

‘SHROPSHIRE'S HISTORY FROM THE AIR,

A symposium arranged by David Pannett in which various contributors
will illustrate recent archaeoclogical dlscoverles nade as a
result of aerial photography.

Saturday 7 February: .

James Lawson: LANDSCAPE GARDENING IN THE 18TH CENTURY,

A survey of the ways in which the Georglans trezted the parklands
around their country houvses, :

Saturday & March: .
JONATHON NICHOL: ROBERT CLIVE,
A review of recent historical thinking about one of the best

knownr figures in Shropshire higtory.

The Annual General Meeting held in Shrewsbury on 21 June provided
a long and important discussion on the current and future policy

‘of the Society. Full minutes will be distributed to members in

due course, but the following extract of business undertaken is
offered as up to date information for those members who found

that they were unable to attendi~
Council for 1975-76:
President: Dr, G.W.¥Webster

Vice-Presidents: Lerd Harlech
Lord Bishop of Lichfield
Lord Bishop of Hereford
Miss L,F.Chitty
Reve JoEoG.Cartlidge
Dame Eatnleen Xenyon
Mr H,Beaunont
Sir John Langford Holt, M2,
Sir Offley Wakenman
Mr M.C, de C.Pesale

Chairman: M J.B,Lawson
Secretsry: = Mr G.S.G.Toms
Treasurer: D, N,Mutton

Editor: M Ga,C.Baugh



Council for 1975-76 contid:
- Membership Secretary: . Mrs M.T.Halford
Librarian: Migs 0.5.Newnan
Publications Secretary: Mrs Jo,M.Miller
Meetings Secretarv: Mrs CoA.Pecle
Editor of the News Sheet: M B.S.Trinder
Members of Council: Mr T.S.Cole
Me W.Day
Mr S.G.Hay
Dr., A.W.J, Houphton
Mr W.E,Jenks
Mr J.G.lees
M J.A.Pagett
Mr D, Pannett
: : Mr G.S.Taylor

Membership of Society: S

Current membership stood at 212 Full members

20 Associate members
9 Honecrary members

‘ 63 Corporate menbers
Treasurerls Report: R

Current reserves stood at about £2500

‘Editor's Report: ‘

The next part of the Transactions was ready for tender by
printers. The following part would be a monograph on the

Pride Hill excavations. Pregent inflated costs of printing

and publication would make it impoasible for the Trasactions

in their present form to be produced nore freguently than

every two years, particularly at current membership subgcriptions.
‘The old Migcellanea seciion would be revived for short reports
on researches and finds of objects, etc.,.which had previously

. appeared in the News Leiier. ' :
Secretary's Report: - ‘ - o

The Library: Members were reminded that after the reorganigation
of the County Library Sarvice, the Library of the Society remained
in the Local History Section of the Shrewsbury Library mder the
direct surveillance of Mr A.Carr. Volunes of publications
exchanged with other Societies were to be found there.

Planning and Conservation Matters. Close liaison now existed
between the Society and local planning authorities over
applications for development where archaeclogical sites were
concerned. The Society had thus been given early warning and
acted accordingly in the face of plans to develop Ellegmere
Cagtle, :

The Society was exploring ways of ensuring the recording

of tombstones in the case of churchyard clearances, and. for
action over churches in digrepair such as Wroxzeter.

Sale of Publications. Action was being taken to reduce

. drastically the stock of publications held by the Society,

both to reduce storage space, which wag now reguired for other -
burposes, and to incirease the invested capital of the society.

A bookstall would be a regular feature of each future nmeeting.
The ultimate a2im was only to hold stock of recently

published Transactions and Monographs.

Future Organisation. 7o facilitate an efficient service to
members and to cope with vastly increased business over
archaeological and local history matters, with which the
Society as the County representative had to deal, three sube
committess of the Council had been formed concerned with

i) Publications, 11) Meetings, iii) Archaeology.

A Publicity Officer would be appointed, and a representative

to deal with ecclesiastical matters.

Future Meetings. Meetings would henceforth be on a regular
wmonthly basis on a Saturday afternoon, meeting at Bear Steps,
Shrewsbury. Summer Field Meetings would algo be held monthly
with a wide variety of brogirarme: the majority of comments
favoured a primarily Shropshire programme, but there would be
sone provigion for meetings outside the county as well,

-a




RECENT
PUBLICATIONS

Members have asked to have the current addresses of certain
officers of the Society, to facilitate direct contact.
Relevant addresses avre:

CHAIRMAN: My J.B.Lawson, Vren Cottage, Pulverbatch, Salop.
SECRETARY: Mr G.$.G.Toms, Attingham Park, Shrewsbury.
TREASURER: Dr. N.Mutton, 12 Manor Close, Shifnal, Salop.
EDITOR: . Mr G.C.Baugh, c/o Victoria County Hlstory, Shirehall,
_ . Abbey Foregate, Shrewsbury.
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY; Mrs L.B.Halford, c/o County Record Office,
- Shirehalk, Abbey_roregate, Shrewsbury.
PUBLICATIONS SECRETARY: Mrs J,M.Miller, Stonechouse, Picklescott,
. Church Stretton, Salope
BOOKINGS SECRETARY: Mrs C.A.Peele, 2 Lane End, Muckleton,
. Telford, Salops
EDITOR OF NEWS SHEET: M B.S.Trinder, 2C Garnston Road, Shrewsbury.

"The Cornovii' ° by Graham Webster. Published by Duckworth,
Panerbacka £2,.80, '

Thls is the most 1aportant book to be written on Shropshire
Archaeology sgince the first volume of the Victoria County History
in 1908, . The work is prlmarlly concerned with all that we know up
to. date about Roman Shropshire and beyond, a field in which, of
coursé, our President is he prewenlnent authorlty. However, the
context of the Cornov11 in Roman times is firmly placed in the
gituation of Shropshlre in late Iron Aoe tines and the evidence
for the post-Roman Dark Ages also is handled with the acute
scholarship that we have come to expect from the author. The
Society can take an even more gspecial interest in this volune,
as Dr. Webster hag coordinated the work whlch meriberg of our
Society and its research groups have undertaken over the last
twenty vears: for the first time.the variocus activities which
thé Society has Lndertaken in field work and excavation have
been brought bogether in cne volume, and gtand as an impressive
record of the Society's contribution to Shropshire archaeology
in conjunction with the incomparable original work which the
Reader in Romano-British Archaeology at Birmingham University has
produced in Shropshire and the West Midlands over the last 25 years.
This book is 2 ”must" for the boolshelves of every member of the
Soclety, and it is hoped to  publigh a full review later.
Geoffrey Tons.

"Wales: An Archaeological Guide! by Christopher Houlder.
Published by Faber and Faber. &£4.50.

This book ig one of the series of‘archaeological guides covering
varicus paris of Britain and is designed for the layman visitor

‘and traveller. The work describes all the major prehistoric,

Roman and early nedieval field monuments that are visible and
accessible, and selects sites that can conveniently be visited in
a day or two  of motoring from 45 chosen centres. The author, who
lives in Aberystwyth, is an official investigator of Welsh ancient
monumeﬁts, with twenty-two years' experience of them in their
natural setting'aﬂd_historical context.

YA Guide to the Roman Remains in Brltaln" by Roger Wilson.
Published by Constable and Comnany Ltd. £2.95.

This book presents for the first time a totally comprehensive
guide to the visible remains of Roman Britain. -It is intended -
primerily for the non~specialist reader who has an interest in
his country's past. Over 230 sites are described in full in the
main text and an additional 130 are listed in an appendix, Of
ten chapters, each covering a separate area of the couniry, one
deals with Central England, in which Wroxzeter takes pride of
place.
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SHROPSHIRE FARM
MUSEUM: =
ACTON SCOTT

- "Medieval Pottery From Excavations" - Studies presented to

Gerald Clough Dunning. Published by A. and C. Black/John Baker
Publishers Ltd. £4.50 '

Medieval pottery is a subject which until recently was comparatively
neglected and about which there is still nét a wide knowledge. The
book is designed for all who make a study of medieval pottery or
have an interest in it, and the essays cover the whole field of
recent resecarch and understanding of pottery types from excavations
covering the period, and include on the technical side an evaluation

- of the medieval potter, medieval potiery kilns and continental

imports. Thus the Siegburg cup in Rowley's House Museum is put
in its full context,

"Shropshire History Makers" by Dorothy P,H.¥renn.
E.P.Publishing Ltd., ' £2,50, ‘

This book contains short and popularly written accounts of some of
the leading figures associated with the History of Shropshire. S?me
of the biographies concern very well known figures like Robert Clive

‘and Richard Reynolds, about whom it is difficult to say anything new

in short studies of this sort, but in other chapters there will be

much that is new even to readers already quite knowledgeable about

Shropshire history. The account of Dame Agnhes Hunt is particularly
to be commended. It is salutory to be reminded that local history

did not come to an end in 1914, ‘

Mach of the group‘s time in recent months has been devoted to the
compilation of the gazetteer of Shropshire archaeological sites and
finds, and in consequence less Tield work has been accomplished, and,
to the regret of leader and members, it has not beem possible to
carry out any excavations. The number of enquiries about the
gazetteer is steadily increasing, and the imput of material into
the computor has now been resumed following a strike by technicians
at Birmingham University. Several visits have been made to sites
mentioned in planning applications during which some barrows and

& prehistoric camp have been discovered at Medlicott on the Long
Mynd, and the half-extant earthworks of an Iron Age farm at

‘Stanvay near Rushbury, Three flights have been made for aeriel

photographic purposes, all of them over north west Shropshire.
For information about the group's work contact Mr Wo B Jonks,
Irevarrion, Langford Avenue, Bayston Hill, Shrewsbury.

During the summer the group have been excavating on the west
bank of the Severn at Wroxeter, searching for the westward
extension of Watling Street beyond the city. A well=-canmbered
road surface, 17 -~ 18m, wide, with shallow ditcheg has been

‘uncovered, It is clear that the roads leading to the river

crossing at this point, which remained in use until c. 1800,
have_an'extremely'complex history. The group's discoveries
accord with the recent work by David Pannett on the island

and fish weir at the site, which suggests that the site of

the crossing moved considerably between Roman times and c. 1800,
The research group will be returning to work on the fortified
enclosure at Duncote when the crop of swedeg now on the site is
lifted, For information about the group, contact Dr. A W,J.
Houghton, The Oak Wood, Pulverbatch, Shrewsbury.

The farm museun opened to the public in June as announced in the

‘last News Sheet, and visitor numbers during the preview season

have been encouraging. Work en facilities on the gite hag
continued, and there have been several Qemonstrations cof

~country crafts. The preview season ends on September 28th,
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The museum is enjoylng another hlghly successful summer season.
Restoratlon of the toll-house on the Iron Bridge is now complete,
and it was opened as an information centre on 4 August, At the
Blists’ Hlll open air museum the steam winding engine began to
w1nd a cage in the clay plt gshaft at the end of June, In
Coalbrookdale the Museus has purchased the Grange, otherwise

the Abrgham Darby Hotel, the house begun by the first Abraham
Darby but uncompletéd at the time of his death in 1717,

After very promiging beginnings, the Shrewsbury Archaeological
Unit has received a majcr set-back by becoming yet another
casualty of the shortage of public funds to meet essential

"hlstorlcal and archaeologlcal services. The Director, Mr Martin

Carver, has wiitten fully to the Society to explaln the
‘unfortunate position in wh;ch the Unit has found itself, and the
follow1ng extracts from his letter will clarify the situation:-
"The Unit began its official existence on 1 October 1974,
Its task was to evaluate future threats to the town's rather
neglected archaeology, investigate current threats, and gather
together and bring to publication past records, In addition, I,
as its D1rector, through the Shrewsbury Regclie Archaeology Cormittee
wasg -to encourage partlc1patlon in the venture by local government.
This, as we suspected from the beginning, was the point on which
the continuing existence of the Unit primarily depended.
. fececordingly, work began with the execution of a rapid survey
of archaeolegiéal potential and threatensd sites. 61 examples of

' threatened archaeoclogy were located, of which 48 were standing

buildings and 11 were open sites available for excavations,..O0f
the eleven sites available for excavation, 7 were chosen for
evaluation; these were St., Julian Friars, Raven Meadows, Wyle Cop
Meadow, 21 and 22 Dogpole, Carline Fields and the Sutton Lane
development, Trial excavations were carried out at all of these,
but in no case was the survival of medieval occupation layers
satisfactorily demonstrated. These excavations did, however,
throw gome light on the early topography of the town, and on

the survival of archaecological deposits in general.

The excavations at Pride Hill were concluded in November,
and the report, now in draft, is to be published by the Society
towards the end of this year. Analysis was alse begum on
material recovered from earlier excavations in "‘the town, much
of whlch is now gathered at Rowley's MYansion,

Local partic1pat10n was encouraged in two ways. Firstly,

~ an’ exhibition was held at Bear Steps in December, and a

reception given for the loecal’ press and dlgnlthrles, secondly,
two projects were 1n1t1ated with local schools = the re-
excavation of Old St. Chad's crypt with the Wakeman School, to
be carried out under Mp- Clarke's direction in July, and the

'”excavatlon of Sutton Mill, which has begun with Belvidere School

and isg directed by Mr Alan Wharton, formerly a nmember of the Unit.
The District Councll, and especially its planning department,
has been extrenely helpful and cocperative during the Unit's
short life. It has not, however, beéen able to make a direct
offer 'of financial assistance, although facilities have been
prov;ded in kind.,
aeasssIn April this year, the continued existence of the Unit
was questioned by its only sponsor, the Departnent of the

. Env1ronment. I was required to justify this, either on grounds

of a local commitment, or of threatened sites which had a
regional or national prlorzty, I felt unable to do so in either
case, and the Unit was accordingly disbanded. Its membere either
left, or were reemployed by WEMRAC to carry out excavations
'elsewhere in the reglon.
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cosseT0 return finally to the question "what now for Shrewsbury?',

many peaple who have supported the Uhlt w111 feel a sense of waste

and a sense perhaps that a small actlve force of dedicated workers
living in the town is to be replaced by promises.and hot air, I
uqderstand this feeling but no longer feel it to be fair, For
reasons I have given, the initiative lies mainly with the town to
turn the Uhit's experience to good acéount. There is, it seems to

e, a good opportunity for the Society and District Authority to

participate in its qrchaeolngicul future by giving immediate
support to a spec1fic project wh1ch has already been selected as
being of regional slgnlflcance. ‘This progect is the recording of
its buildings, and is, as I have mentioned, and hope to demonstrate

in detail, the main archaeologlcal necessity in the town. The work

has received an excellent basis from Mr J.T. Sm;th, and for the past
year has been continued by Mr Philip Clarke. Houses continue to be
demolished, and continue to reveal their fossilised timber-frame
interiors. Thousands of pounds are spent annually in excavating

nedioval postholes and timber-slots; yet here we have buildings of

the same period which are all but intact. To record them is

.1nexpen51ve - £5000 would keep two recorders in the field for a

year, and half of this sum would be found from central government.
If ever a District had, in Architectural Heritage Year, an

ﬁopportun;ty to make an economical contribution of general appeal
~ to the ‘national culture, I believe that Shrewsbury has it now.

It remains for me to thank the members of the Society for their
support during the year, and to assure them that Shropshire will not,

‘while WEMRAC flourishes, become an unfavoured or neglected province

in the archaeological region."

As a pOSthrlpt, Mr Carver's Progress Report (August 1975) on the
‘activities’ of WEMRAC includes the following item:~

‘"Shrewsbury. Geophysical survey of the Sutton Lane (housing
estate) by R.' Poulton of Bradford University proved negative, and
it is recormended that the site be surrendered as of insufficient
priority. Salvage recording by P,J.Clarke continues in the town
itself'on ‘the site of Porch House, Swan Hill., Post-excavation work
-continues on the Pride Hill monograph: . 8 chapters (out of 10) and
22 figures (out of 41) are now complete,"

' Members of RESCUE will have read the important article by Mr Carver

in RESCUE NEWS No, 9 on "Archacology in Shrewsbury", which contains
partlcularly interesting new findings on the topography of the town.

"A11 vho are interested in Shrewsbury. will find this article
‘essential reading., RESCUE NEWS can be obtained from RESCUE,
_25a The Tything, Worcester. Price 15 pence. |

Mr James Plckerlng is now complenentlng the work of Mr Arnold Baker
in making annual systematic surveys of the West Midlands in general.
Last year particular dlscoverles of 1mportance were new Iron Age/

Romano-British enclOsure sites in the region of Wenlock Edge,

Corvedale and Ludlow, which. continue to.confirm the very w1despread
settlement of this period in all the’ rlver Valleys of our region.
To Qate this year, Mr Pickering has reported on two flights

made in July. A good number of vreviously wnknown sites were

easily visible around Shawbury and 1nten51ve observation added to

the number. On land usage Mr Pickering reports that "the low

lying land between Weri and Prees, from the nature of the crop

marks, ,must have been swanpy in medieval and pre-medieval times

and it seems that only more recent drainage has made the land usable.
The peat bog of Fenn's Moss however seemed to have some earlier
divigions or ditched. fields that had controlled its more recent
EXploztatlon." A few more entirely new sites were recorded along
Wenlock Edge and none of the known sites recorded in previocus years
were visible, Both Mr Pickering and Mr Baker report exceptionally
good crop marks at Wroxeter this yeayr.
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FUTURE
ACTIVITIES

EXCAVATIONS
AT WROXETER

SALOP COUNTY
COUNCIL:
ADULT CLASSES
™ HISTORY

.. In the last News Sheet members were invited to pass on their .ideas
. for what they would like from the Society and what form of

programme a really active Society could promote. + was hoped that
"a flood of letters" with ideas would emerge. Four months later only .
four members (out of 243 individual members!) have replied, and I an
grateful to them for some very helpful and constructive points. From
the Iack of other data, one can only presume that their views
repregent those of the membership generally, The main valid criticism

‘was of a lack of sufficient up to date inforimation about the

activities of the Society and archaeclogical and local history matters
in general; it is hoped that thirough the new-gtyle News Sheet and
regular monthly meetings at Bear Steps, together with the appeintment
of a Publicity Officer, the information service to-members will now
be much imnroved.,” The other generally agreed peint was that Field
Meetings and all activities should concentrate on Shropshire rather
than outgide the county, and thisz important point, so relevant to a
county archaecolegical society, will be taken into account by the -
Meetings Sub-Cormittee planning the programme for Summer 1976

The ‘annual excavatlons at Wroxeter directed by Philip Barker {on the
Baths Basilica) and Graham Webster (on the Macellum of the Baths)
continued thig vear through the month of August. Though the seaszon
has not yet ended at the time of writing, it can be reported that

on the Baths Bagilica further work has been carried out on the
intermediate levels between the dismantlement of the Bagilica and

‘the last post-Roman occupation. Further extensive timber buildings

have. been found together with an important complex of hearths, and
the herring-bone tile floor of the original Basilica has been
exposed where Thomas Wright's trénches have been re-excavated.

On the Macellum the most interesting finds are a large
concentration of late fourth century coins in the forecourt of
the Macellum indicating that trading was continuing there at a
late stage in the city's history after the colonnade facing the
street had been dismantled and timber buildings. set up. The
military levels are being examined below the store rocms of the
macellum and there is some avidence to sugges the discovery of a
legionary turf rampart running parallel to the main street just to
the east of it. More work has been done on the main drains and
latrine of the macellum and the build-up of the main cobbled
courtyard and herring-bone tile floors of the verandah,

The following classes have been organised for the coning autumn
and spring. terms. Full details are available from adult education
centres and branches of the Salop County Library:

Evening clagses: )

Clee St. Margaret: Local History in the Clee Hills Region. Mondays.
Fortnightly from October 6, Village Hall., Tutor: Barrie Trinder.
Longden: Local- History: An Introduction. Mondays. Weekly from
September 29. 'Longden C.E.School., Tutors:  Dr. Ivor Brown,

Mrs M,Moran, David Pannett, Barrie Trinder.

Ludlow: The Social History of Housing. Tuesdays. Weekly from
Septémber 30. Ludlow F.E, Centre, Tutor: Barrie Trinder,

Shrewsbury: History of Shrewsbury. Thursdays. Weekly from September
25. - College Hill House, Already fully booked.

Shrewsbury's History through Documentary Sources: A Research Class.
Tvesdays. Weekly from September 30. Borough Library.

Tutor: George Baugh. '

Victorian Shrewsbury: A Research Class. Vednesdays. Weekly from
October 1. Borough Library., . Tutor: Barrie Trinder,

Wellington: The Social History of the Telford Area. A Research
Class. Wednesdays. Weekly from October 1, Walker Technical College.,
Tutor: Barrie Trinder.’ ' :

Weekend schoolg:

Ludlow: Historz Through Townscape., Neovember 1 & 2 at the Ludlow
F+E. Centre, Tutor: Trevor Rowley,

Agricultural History in Shroposhire. Saturday 28 February 1976.
At Church Stretton and the Shropshire Farm Museum, Acton Scott.
Tutor: Dr. David Hey. '

-7 -



UNIVERSITY OF
BIRMINGHAM DEPT,
OF EXTRAMURAL

STUDIES CLASSES

November 6. Centre North West. Tutor: Mrs M,Moran.

" Shrewsbury: Discovering 18th Century ShreWSbury through Records.
" Tuesdays. Weekly from October 7. County Record Office.

" Tutor: Mrs M.Halford, '

CXFORD UNIVERSITY
DEPARTMENT FOR
EXTERNAL STUDIES
WEEKEND & OTHER
COURSES

" 'Full details from The D1rector, Oxford Uﬁlver51ty Departnent for
_ External Studles, Rowley . Hbuse, Vellington Square, Oxford O0X1 2JA,

ATTTNGHAM
PARK ADULT
COLLEGE

' traditional summer schools dealing with the hlstory of human

- Barrie Trinder, Neil Cogsons, Andrew Jénkxnson, John Pilgrim,
- Graham Webster, Philip Barker, Frnest'Jenks, John Houghton,

‘Much Wenlock. Hlstory of Wenlock Research Groupe T‘mrsdayse Heekly

“decided. Weekly from Ociober 6, Tutor: Robin Chaplin,

_year will affect the Soclety both directly and indirectly, a few

from 25 September, Corn Zxchange., Tutor: Malcolm Wanklyn.
Newnort,. Explorlng Midland Country Houses, Mondays. Location to be

Oswegtry: Old Houses in Shropshire. Thursdays. Weekly from

EBarly Mediéval Archaeclogy. Mondays. Weekly from 12 January 1976,
College Hill Houge. Tutor: Martin Carver.

Ircnbrldge' Theory and Practice of Industrial Archaeology. Thursdays.
Weekly from Cctober 9. Ironbridge Gorge Museun Offices, Southside.
Tutors: Nexl COSSons & others.

Beglnn1ngs of Urbanism in Barbarisn Durope. 10=-12 Octcber 1975.
Planning - An Intrg@uctlon for Archaeologists, 25426 October 1975,
Medieval Forests, Parks and Gardens, = 5-7 December 1975.

The Archaeoclogy of Monastic Sites. 2~& January 1976,

The Historic Landscape - An Intfoductich; 25-éSlJanuary 1976,
Archaeology and Conservation. 28-30 Januvary 1975,

Offshore Islands ~ Britain in Prehlstory, 23425‘Apr51 1976,

Urban Archacolcgy. 30 Aprll ~ 2 May 1976.

As the closure of the Adult College at Attingham in November of thig

comments from me in my dual role as Warden of the College and
Secretary of the Society will not perbaps be out of place.

' ‘Ag the decision has now been taken that there isg no itmediate
future for residential adult education in Shropshire or concentrated
sunmer schools and shorter courses, it means that what had beccme

settlement in Shropshlre will now go by the board, as will numerous
other courses of this typé covering a wide range of archaeolcgical,
architectural and historical topics concerned with Shropshlre, and
in which members of the Scciety had found one particular way in-
getting to know their county intimately, While regretting the
obvious loss to the county of such courses, I should like to thani -
nost sincerely owr many members and other Shropshire colleagues who
made these courses possible, - Among them I partlcularly include

Joan Miller,Madge Moran, William Price, Stanley Stanford,

" John Norton, Jemes Lawson, Malcolm Wanklyn, Norman Mutton, Martin

Carver and Chris Musson. -Throuch them we have all had a rémarkable
‘opportunlty of getting to know the veritable wealth of higtory that

thls great county so proudly possesses.I should also like to oxpress
my particular gratitude to Misg Chitty, whose willingness to pass on
her expertise and personal researches has made the subgect-matter of
these courses possible, . ’

My own future in the county w111 now 1nev1tab1y be a short- i
term one; while I hope to continue to be able to serve the
Archaeological Society as its Secretary for the next ronths ahead,
an honour of which I am particularly conscious, it will be necessary
for members now to consider whon they would wish to see as Secretary
of the Society in the fortheoming future years.

GEOFFREY TOMS,
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A, MAJOR
ARCHAEOLOGICAL
DISCOVERY ~
DARK AGE
PALACES AT
ATCHAM

Over recent years the knowledge of Shropshire's early past has been
enormously enhanced by aerial photography, and wldespread evidence
for prehistordde and Roman setitlement in our reglon has been presented
by this medium. But, :in the post-Roman period up to the time of the
emergence of the Anglo~Saxon villages some five hundred years later,
evidence for virtually any form of settlement has been almost
impossible to find. As Trevor Rowley states in "The Shropshire

g i 10

Recent excavations at Wroxeter on the Baths Basilica site have shown
some continuing settlement after Roman times foix perhaps a century or
s0, but In the Middle Severn Valley there has always remained that

‘tantalising gap between the end of Wroxeter and the formation of

Shrewsbury as a Late Saxon town. - It has always seemed that the
Wroxeter~Shrewsbury area never entirely lost its role as the focus
of influence and -control of this region. Up to now only the dimmest
hints had come from a few surviving pieces of Dark Age history and
poetry. The presence of the kingdom of Powys, the hall of Pengwern,
the arrival of St. Oswald, the death of Cynddylan and his burial at

‘nBassa's Church" (probably Baschurch}, and the earliest Christian
foundations at Wenlock, Wroxeter and Atcham have been almost the sum

total of evidence for Dark Age activity in central Shropshire,
between the 5th.and 9th century -AD. C
;! ‘fhus an aerial photograph taken by Professor J.K.St. Joseph in

- July 1975 of the fleld immediately south of Frogmore House at the
northern end of the parish of Atcham (Grid Ref: SJ 552115) is of

great significance. - This photograph was published in the Dacember
1975 number of: "Antiquity" and was selected as the most lmportant
photograph out of many thousands taken in 1975 over the vhole of
Britain. The field in questinn, lmmedlately to the west of the
Atcham-Upton Magna road, shows a complex array of crop marks, most
of which can be interpreted as enclosures, ditched tracks and fileld
systems of the Iron Age or Roman period overlain by medieval ridge-
and-furrow, while on the other side of the road the ploughed~-out
traces of the Shrewshury Canal are prominent. But there also
appears quite unexpectedly and markedly, the outline of two (or
possibly‘three} timber halls, approximately 20 metres long, the
shape and layout of which leaves very little doubt that they belong
to a Dark Ages palace, probably of the 7th century AD. A very close
parallel from a site, which has been fully excavated, is to be found
at Yeavering in Northumberland, an area which is not without
significance. Very few other Dark Age palace sites have been _
revealed in Britain: two other sites, which have been examined by
Philip Rahtz, are the Saxon palace at Cheddar and a similar site at
Hatton Rock, near Stratford, while another Northumbrain palace at
Millfield is well known. The identifying characteristic in each
case is one or more massive timber halls with the roof supported

by great timber uprights forming aisles. Certainly the Atcham

site is quite'unique in the West Midlands, but as with the other
sites it must represent the centre of power of some impeortant

Dark Age or Saxon overlord. ‘




A NEW
ARCHAEOLGGICAL
APPOINTMENT

EXCAVATIONS AND
FIELDWORK

WROXETER

It is at Atcham that we have one of the first of all the
Christian churches in Shropshire, and its dedication to St. Eata
is again quite unique to this part of Britain. When we realise
that Eata was a Northumbrian saint and that the foundation of the
church has always been put in the 7th century, is it more than
coincidence that we appear to have a Northumbrian-type secular
building of importance less than two miles away in the same
parish and probably of the same period? Is there too an immediate
topographical connection with the seventh-century kingdom of the
Wroecensacten, whose very name implies the continuation of the
Wrekin-Wroxeter area as a focus of influence in this little-known
perlod? Until the site of Frogmore is carefully and sclentifically
excavated, these many attractive ideas must remain hypothetical.
But in trying to interrelate the little that is known about the
kingdoms of Northumbria, Mercila and Powys, the role of Wroxeter
in its last phases, and the emergence of early Christianity in the
middle Severn Valley, this new discovery must represent a major
breakthrough. It is not the "missing link": rather it is a rare
link, and almost the only piece of purely archaeclogical evidence
throwing light on the Dark Ages in an area of profoundimportance
in the early history of Western Britain.

GEOFFREY TCMS

It is with great pleasure that we welcome to the county Ian Burrow
as a full~time professional archaeclogist, whose work is concerhed
with the compilation of a Sites and Monuments record of the county,
The appointment, which is initially of a temporary nature, is
financed by W.E«M.R.A.C., and office facilities have been

provided by the County Planning Department at Shirehall, Shrewsbury,
where Mr Burrow can be contacted, This long overdue position at
last allows work to begin on a detailed record of the large collec-
tion. of archaeclogical sites in the county, particularly with a

- view towards their identification and appraisal of their potential

by public bodies concerned with planning and development and future
survey and excavation work, especially when a site is threatened.
All who have been concerned with recording in the county know what
a massive task it is to acquire all information, and Mr Burrow

will be pleased to receive any offers of information particularly
in cases where sites are newly disc¢overed or not otherwise recorded
in published form. We welcome Mr Burrow and lock forward to a
period of mutual cooperation in this important work.

The present policy of the Archaeological Society is to provide in
the News Sheet accounts of current archaeological work in the
county which do not pretend in any sense to be Interim reports,
which will now normally appear ln the 'Miscellanea'! section of

the Society's Transactions. The following notes are to be regarded
as a general round-up of recent and current activities in the
county. Fully documented and referenced accounts will in due
course be appearing elsewhere.

During the summer of 1975 beth Philip Barker and Graham Webster
continued their work, the former on the Bathg Basilica and the
latter on the Macellum (Market Hall) of the Baths. While

Mr Barker continued clearing the late-Roman levels overlying the
Basilica, perhaps the more significant finds this vyear were those
on the Macellum site, Dr. Webster reports as follows:-

This season has been made significant by the discovery of an
alignment of military defences below the western edge of the Macellum
Although this took us by surprise at first it was not entirely
unexpecta since a possible line of the western side of a fortress
had been postulated following new developments in the study of
the military problems which can be briefly summarised:—
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ROMAN RESEARCH
GROUP

1. The southern projection of the corner discovered by
Professor St. Joseph in 1950 would bring the S.W. Corner of a
fortress inte the middle of the present river course and David
Pannett who has been working on the changes in the course of the
river, has reljected the lidea of erosion on this scale.

2, A chance discovery on the edge of the river cliff this year
suggests that the civll defences followed this existing edge,
and that this was a re~entrart angle to include the buildings
NoW. of the forum.

3. A fresh look at a crop mark noted by Arnold Baker on a glightly
different alignment and to the east of Professor St. Jospeh's
corner, show lhat there are two dltches, and they turn a smart
corner at thelr junction with the civil defences on the W. side

of the town.

4., During exploratory work earlier this year carried out by
Steven Jonnson of D.0.E., one of Kathleen Kenyon's trenches of
1936 was emptied and extended. This revealed the early defences
she had shown in her published section (Arch. 88 (1940) P1l.LXX),
but in greater detall, and there now seems no doubt that there

is at this point a substantial turf rampart with a vertical front,

A projection ofafortress on the Gloucester model from this
N.F. corner and the alignment of its north side gives a line for
its westerly defences along the main N.S. streeelt of the town,
now apparently confirmed by the discovery this year. There are
also buildings cut into the back of the rampart of two and possibly
three periods, the last being in stone. One puzzling aspect is
the apparent absence of an intervallum road. The space between
the rampart buildings and the barrack blocks E. of the baths

piscina is occupied by timber buildings some of which have thick

pebble floors., The area is large enough to contain centurial
blocks providing they are of the small size of those at Inchtuthil
{i.e, only 20m. long’.

The macellum itself produced some new and interesting evidence
of a large scale re-modelling c. A.D. 300, the dating being given
by a slightly worn coin of Tetricus II (c. A.D. 270) found below
the herring-bone tiles on the colonnade floor and confirmed by a
few pottery sherds of equally late date. The stylobate of the
courtyard was cleanrly rebuilt with reused stones above the tiles
course and this probably involved a new internal arrangement, but
there is very little evidence left of the orlginal scheme, The
build-up of material below the tiling produced a large quantity
of pottery which appears to be early second century, however
this pottery has been redeposited.

Work continuad on the street colonnade with more timber
buildings extending inte the street itself as far as the
excavation c¢ould be taken. Here late colns were found including
four of the House ofTheodosiug A.D. 388-402) whlch takes the use
of this area as a market town to the end of the fourth century
and possibly later.

Dr. John Houghton with the Roman Research group has been examining
the Roman road south-west of Wroxeter (the Watling Street West) at
thiree points; where the road immediately approaches the west bank
of the Severn. This work has been carried out in conjunction with
David Pannett who has been studyling the changes in the course of
tha Severn at this point. The road appears to be aligned on an
anclient ford, whose site has moved further downstream. A romano-~
Britishdolhin brooch was found in the build-up of the road and the
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THE MEDIEVAL
PERIOD

upper levels contained respectively fragments of medieval tiles

and 18th/19th century pottery. A tree growing on top of the road
is about 140 years old, thus dating the period of final desertion.
A possible Iron Age ettlement exists by the site,

A second site about half a mile away, which is currently under
excavation, is south-west of Lower Brompton Farm, where a remarkably
well-preserved agger with side-ditches curves away to the west in
the direction of Brompton Hamlet and Cronkhill in a field where
medieval ridge and furrow, again in a remarkable state of preser-
vation, aligns the road on both sides. Three sections have been
cut: through the road indicating a number of cobbled surfaces of
various widths. The road may prove to be the final extension of
the Roman road from Forden Gaer and Westhury into Wroxeter, and
some Roman material has been found in the make-up. Because there
is no obvious straight alignment the Roman date of the road remains
in question, but it does seem that it cannot be later than early
medieval,

The Roman Research Group has enjoyed an active season and
their work has included examining the ploughed surface of WROXETER
FORT, where finds of bonding and voussoir tiles and other masonry
significantly suggest permanent buildings and the pos asibility of a
bath-house. Fragments of 1st century glass and a stamped mortarium’
were also found. Farlier the Group had been working at DUNCOT Roman
fort site, where 17 sections in all across the defences were
excavated; the lwo ditches proved to be V-shaped with cleaning
slots at the bottom. There was evidence for a large array of

' living thorn in and between the ditches and just into the interior,
~and slight evidence of internal stone structures.

Dr. Houghton also reports on the discovery in 1974 of a large
gate, almost completely robbed out, entering Wroxeter by Horse-
shoes Lane. The gate appears to be of the 4th century. Eighteen
sections were cut further east along Horseshoes lane, exposing the
cobbled surface and foundation.material of the Roman road. Three
cremation urn burials were found under the southern hedge line

.west of the modern houses.

In the medieval period a number of excavations have taken place in

.and around SHREWSBURY. Alan Wharton examined the cellar area of

Maddox' Stores at the corner of Pride Hill and High Street, where
stratified pottery in medieval rubbish pits was found. Mr Wharton,
together with the Medieval Research Group carried out limited
excavations at 96~101 and 148 Abbey Foregale. At the former site
post-medieval pottery was found and the excavatlons revealed some
unusual builds in the construction of the 18th century cottages,
which had been on the site prior to demolition. Below the founda-
tions of these cottages there was evidence of 16th~17th century
timber framed bulldings, which were probably removed during the
widening of the Foreqgate,

FElsewhere in Shrewsbury, West Midland Rescue Archaeology
Committee report that Philip Clarke continued salvage recording at
Porch House and that he and Elaine Morris continued work on the
analysis and publication of the Pride Hill monograph, which will
shortly be published by the Society. Atl the Sutton Lane site
R.Pulton undertock geophysical work for Bradferd University, but
results proved negative., Alan Wharton conducted excavatlons on
the Sutton Mill sites he reports that the excavation of the Mill
was undertaken firstly to establish the extent of the remaining
mill foundationz still in position, secondly to produce an accurate
drawing of the mill-bay.area, thirdly to try and find evidence to
complete the history of the Mill from the Dissolution to the 19th
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EXCAVATIONS AND
FIELDWORK AT
LUDLOW =

BREIDDIN
HILLFORT,
POWYS

‘on MsR. A C° under the directlon of Martln Carver undertook
jexploratory excavations on the lihe of, the proposed Ludleow by--pass,
“although interpretation was hampered by the exceptionally dry

century, and lastly to try and locate evidence of the medieval mill.
The'axcavation was successful on the first three points, and whilst
timber was located under the first stone phase, because of the depth
of trench plus spoil on top of the trench, it was not possible or

-sa 3 to excavate the timbers furthero

The Prehletorlc Research Group under the leadership of Ernest Jenks

_has concentrated fully this year on the long-~term project of the

gazetteer of archaeological sites. in the county., Meetings continue
to be held regularly each Tuesday evening in Local History Library
in Shrewsbury and 1nd1v1dual work at home and in the field is
coordinated from this ceéntre. Further aerial surveys of North
Shropshlre have bee1 undertaken by the group, discovering a few

_‘new sites and galnlng further information about others previously
recognised. Somé work on early trade and other routes in Shropshire

and its environs confirmed early definitions of prehistorice traffic
directed towards the Severn Valley and the Trent Basin.

‘At HAUGHMOND ABBEY the Department of the Environment under the.

dlrectlon of Geoffrey West reexcavated and newly excavated an area

 from the east. transept of the latest church to the western side of
" the cloruter walk. The earlier church, of the 12th century, was

shown to be standing to a considerable number of courses in height,

“and the internel wall of the cloister walk was revealed. The site

of a number of early burials to the east of the first church was

also opened up.
"-5Aﬁ3¢1§

weather conditions., ' Mr Carver reports that a sector of the eastern

.. run.-of the large rectangular enclosure, photographed from the air by

Arnold Baker in 1969; was located. ‘It proved to be a square-bottomed
ditch ori post-setting cut into'bedrock, and accompanied on its inner
flank by a narrow slot; the filling of the ditch was of clean silt

'with ‘some fleécks of charcoal and pottery sherds, not so far

identified. Elsewhere the site yielded a hearth deposit containing

‘pottery attributed to the Beaker: period; and among surface finds

were a barbed-and-tanged arrowhead of flint, half a dozen worked

. flints, a Romano-Brilish brooch and two sherds belonging to the
Iron Age or Romano-British periocds,

Also in Ludlow in 1974 Michael Wise examlned the area for a new
cak: park at 14 Castle Square. In‘an 18th century garden a linear
bank 10 metres behind the town wall was tested, but it was felt that

:;thlS and other features on the site were part of the 18th century
‘garden landscaping scene. A 14th century residual strap-handle

from a pitcher was also found on the site. Work on the archaeological

'landscape ‘'of the Ludlow area began in 1975 and will contlnue 1n 19760

‘.Chrlso Mueson 01 the Clwyd- Powys Archaeologlcal Trust reports as
.. follows:

- Emergency excavatlons in reSponse to quarrying have continued
intermlttently since the autumn of 1969. A 60 metre length of

- rampart and associated oacupatlon deposits has been excavated,

along with two substantial areas in the interior. Excavations in

‘an ancient pond within the defences have produced quantities of

organic material, including an almost complete wooden sword

(Late Bronze Age or early Iron Age?); a globular wooden jar, the
base of a wooden bowl, a mallet head, several pieces of worked
timber with mortice and tennon and other joints, and variocus
lengths of knotted and twisted rope, including a bucket handle

(all probably late Bronze Age or early Iren Agel). Studies of the
archaeological and environmental evidence from this pond will be of
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WHITTINGTON
CASTLE

WOULD YOU LIKE

TO HELP?

REPORT ON THE -

LONG MYND

CBA RESEARCH .
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national or even international importance. The excavations have
shown that there was occupation on the hilltop at the end of the

Neolithic period; the first hillfort defences wére erected in the

9th or 8th centuries BC, towards the end of the Bronze Age; there
were at least two phases of Iron Age occupation, each with

distinctive material equipment and structural types; filnally, the

site was recccupied on a falrly extensive scale towards the end

of the Roman period. Interim reports have been published in
Current Archaeology 19 and 33 (March 1970 and June 1972). The draft
final report on the 1969-74 excavations, circulated for comment at
the beginning of the year, will now be up-dated to include the
results of the 1975 excavations (with the exception of the pond
deposit) and publication should take place in the middle of 1976.

It is hoped that the archaeclogical and envxronmental information
from the pond deposit will appear as a separate volume late in

1977 or in 1978, o

Press reports in December 1975 indicated that there would be
excavations by the Department of the Environment .in the grounds of

" Whittington Castle early in the current year, although at the time
,of going to press no further information is avallable. The

excavation 1s to take place in the three holes left after the
removal of several trees from the grounds, and it is hoped to find
evidence concerning the wooden structure which pre-dated the
present stone castleo

Directors of all groups undertaking fieldwork and excavation are

';’very keen to enlist the support of éenthusiasts in the area.. Further
_details of individual 1976 programmes in which members can join can,
'g;be obtained: from the following addresses.—

g Department of Extramural Studies, Birmingham University, P.0, Box
363, Birmingham B15 2TT. = Excavationg at:Hen Domen and Wroxeter
‘g-directed by Philip Barker:and Graham Webster.-

Roman Research Group° Df. A.W.J.Houghton, Oakwood, Pulverbatch,

. Shrewsburyo

: Prehistorlc Research Groupn Mr W.E.Jenks, Trevarrion, Langford

Avenue, Lythwood Park, Bayston Hill, Shrewsbury.

" Medieval Rasearch Group. Mr A Wharton, c/o Rowley's House Museum,
Shrewsbury.

~~Ludlow Group. - Mr M.Wise, 139 Corve Street, Luldow.

,Furtner detalls about other forthcoming excavations can be

obtained from the Hon. uecretary, Mr Ge5.G, Toms,‘29 Mount Street,

© Shrewsbury.

Recent archaeological publications have been mainly of general
importance to all who profess any interest in archaeology, rather
than dealing with specifically regional matters, However, attention
is particularly drawn to the artlcle by Graham Guilbert, of’ the
Rescue Archaeology Group, published in. the Bullelin of the Board of
Celtic Studies, Volo.xxvi, part 3 (November 1975) on "Ratlinghope/

‘Stitt Hill, Shropshire: Earthwork Enclosures and Cross-Dykes",

which 1s one of the very rare modern surveys of a part of the
Long Mynd with its wealth of surviving archaeclogical material.

The Council for British Archaeology continue their lmportant series
of Research Reports; the most recent will be of interest to all

members.

12.  Aerial Reconnalssance for Archaeology (edited by D.R.Wilson).
The report contains the finest collection of aerial photographs
ever assembled in one voXume, Price: £8.00.

-




14. The Plans and Topography of Medieval Towns in England and

Wales (edited by M.W.Barley). The proceedings contained in this
volume represent the current state of knowledge on medieval town
development and planning, based on the archaeological and historical
source data. Price: £4.00

13, The Archaeological Study of Churches (edlted by P.V.Addyman
and R.K, Morris). Price: £3,00. '

These three reports can be obtained from the Publicatlons
Department, Council for British Archaeology, 7 Marylebone Road,
'London NW1 SHA,

BRITISH British Archaeological Reports continue to appear wlth great
ARCHAEOLOGICAL regularity; a full list of titles and orders for reports can be
REPORTS obtained from British Archaeological Reports, 122 Banbury Road,

Oxford 0X2, 7BP. = Recent reports of special interest include:

4. "“Coins and the Archaeologist®, edited by John Casey and
Richard Reece. Price: £3.50. ’

6. "Anglo-Saxon Settlement and Landscape", edited by Trevor
Rowley. Price: &£2,00. ‘

14, "Clay Pipes for the Archaeologist", by Adrian Oswald.
Price: £3,80.

REPORTING The Department of the Environment has recently published a Report
RESCUE © on the principles of publication in Rescue Acchaeology, which is a
ARCHAEQLOGY maust" for all who take any actlve part in fleld arxchaeology. The

report underlines the long-—established principle that "everyone who
‘by ‘excavating destroys the evidence contained in the ground under-
takes the responsibility of restoring that evidence on papers.s.
fully but concisely." The peculiar problems that rescue
archaeology raises in terms of rapid and authoritative publication
for a general readershlp are discussed in this report and guide=
lines are given for all excavators. A copy of the report may be
seen 1n the Soclety's collection in the Local History Library at

Shrewsbury.
SHROPSHIRE News Sheets 1 and 2 gave details of the current stock of publications,
ARCHAEOLOGICAL: which the Soclety has in its possession. Sales since then have been
SOCIETY brisk, and now only the later volumes of Dean Cranage's "Architect-
PUBLICATIONS ural Account of the Churches of Shropshire! remain for sale to

members. The Society now has no stock of any monographs remaining
except for a few copies of Philip Barker's "Medieval Pottery of
Shropshire" and a rather larger number of coples of A.S.Jeavons!
wChurch Plate of the Archdeaconry of Salop". Stocks of recent
numbers of the Transactions are depleting fast and a number of
recent parts are now completely out of stocks Anyone contemplating
buying past numbers 1s earnestly encouraged to do so now while
stocks last. ' '

The stock of Parish Registers is also dwlndling and for the
benefit of all members we are llsting those parishes, whose
printed reglsters ‘can still be obtained from the Soclety. The
price varies according to the slze of the volume. Full details
about these and any other publications can be obtained from the
Hon. Publications Secretary, Mcs J.Miller, Stonehouse, Picklescott,
Church Stretton.

ABDON, 1554, Hereford. XIX,

ACTON BURNELL. 1568. ldchfileld. XiX.

ADDERLEY. 1692, Lichfield. IV.

ALBERBURY. 1564, Hereford. VI, VII. _

ALBRIGHPON nr Shrewsbury. 1665 (with some entries from 1649},

Lichfield. I,

ASTLEY. 1695. Lichfleld. V.

ATCHAM. 1621 (Baptisms) 519 (Marriages & Burials). Lichfleld. XIV.
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BADGER. 1713 (but earlier transcripts from 1660). Hereford. XVI.
BATTLEFIELD. 1663, Lichfield. I,

BEDSTONE, 1719, Hereford. V.

BERRINGTON. 1559, Lichfield. XIV.

BILLINGSLEY. 1625, Hereford, III.

BITTERLEY, 1658. Hereford., IV.

BOLAS MAGNA. 1582. Lichfield. XIII.

BROMFIELID. 1559, Hereford. V.

BRCOUGHTON, 1705. Lichfield. I,

BUILDWAS. 1666 (but a few entries from 1659), Lichfield. XIV.
BURFORD. 1558. Hereford. XVI.

CARDESTON, 1706, Hereford. V.
CHEIMARSH, 1558, Hereford. III.
CHIRBURY. 1629, Hereford. VIII.
CHURCH PREEN. 1680. Hereforde. XVI.
CHURCH. STRETTON. 1662, Hereford. VITIZI,
CLAVERLEY, 1568, Hereford. X. :
CLECBURY MORTIMER. 1601, Hereford, IX.
CLIVE, 161%1. lLichfield. VII.

CLUNBURY. 1574, Hereford. II.

COLD WESTON. Hereford. XX.

CONDOVER, 1570. Hereford. VI.

COUND, 1608, Lichfield, ITL.

CRESSAGE. 1722, Lichfield. II.

DAWLEY. 1666, Lichfield, XVIII.

DIDDLEBURY, 1583 (defective 1599-1683, but Bishop's Transcripts
from 1661), Hereford° AVa

DONINGTOA. 1556, . Lichfleld, IIT.

EATON CONSTANTINE, 1684, Lichfield. XIIT,
EATON--UNDER-HEYWOOD. Hereford. XIX.Z2.
EDGMOND, 1668, Lichfield. XIIIQ_

EDGTON. 1722. Hereford, IIT.

EDSTASTON, 1712, Lichfield. X.

FITZ. 1559, Lichfield, IV..
FORD., 1589, Hereford, I.°
FRODESLEY., 1547. Lichfield. IV.

GLAZELEY & DEUXHILL. 1654 {early entries defective). Hereford° Vo
GREETE. 1728, Hereford. V.
GRINSHILL. 1592, Lichfield. II.

HABBERLEY, 1598, Hereford. V.
HANWOOD, 1560 (transcript of register destroyed). Hereford, I.
HARLEY. 1745, Lichfield. II,

HIGH ERCALL. 1585, Lichfield. XX,
HODNET. 1657, Lichfileld. XI,
HOPE . BAGOT. Hereford. XX.I.
HOPESAY. 1678, Hereford. XVIII,
HOPTON CASTLE. 1538, Hereford., II.
HOPTON WAFERS, 1729, Hereford., IX,
HORDLEY, 1686, Lichfield. V.2,
HUGHLEY, 1576, Hereford., I.

KENLEY, 1682, Lichfield. II,
KINLET. 1657, Hereford. XVIZT,
KINMNERLEY. 1677. St. Asaph. III,
KNOCKIN. 1672, St. Asaph. IIX.

LEEBOTWOOD, 1548. Lichfield. V.
LEE BROCKHURST. 1566. Lichfield. XIX.
LEIGHTON. 1662, Lichfield. XIV.
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LLANYBLODWELL., 1695. St. Asaph. IIL.
LLANYMYNECH. 1666, St. Asaph. VIII.
LONGDON--UPON-TERN, 1692, Lichfield. II.
LONGNOR, 1586, Lichfield. V.

LUDLOW., 1558, Hereford. XIII, XIV.
LYDHAM. 1596, Hereford. IIT.

MELVERLEY., 1723. St. Asaph. L.
MEOLE BRACE. 1681, Hereford. XVIIT.
MIDDLETON SCRIVEN. 1728, Hereford: V.
MILSON. 1706, Hereford. XVI.
MONKHOPTON. 1698, Hereford. III.
MONTFORD. 1661, Lichfield. VIL.
MORE, 1569. Hereford. Il.

MORETON CORBET. 1580, Lichfield. I.
MORETON SAY., 1691, Lichfleld. VIII,
MUNSLOW,., 1559, Hereford. XAV,
MYDDLE. 15471, Lichfield. XIX.

NEEN SOLLARSG. 1678 (Bur.) 1707 (Bap.) 1754 (Mar.). Hereford.
NEENTON., 1558, Hereford. IIT.

NESS MAGNA. 1589. Lichfleld. XX,

NEWTOWN, WEM. 1779, Lichfield. X.
. NORBURY. 1560, Hereford. XIX.Z.

 NORTON-IN-HALES, 1572. Lichfields, XVIIL.

OLDBURY. 1582, Hereford. XVI.
ONIBURY, 1578, Hereford. AVILI,
OSWESTRY, 1558, Sto Asaph. IV, V, VI, VIT,

. PITCHFORD. 1558, Lichfield. IL.
PONTESBURY, 1538, Hereford. XIT.

RATLINGHOPE, 1755 (Mar.) 1794 (Bap. & Bur. ). Hereford. Ve
RUYTON-XIL-TOWNS, Lichfielde V2o

ST, MARTINS. 1603 (Bap.) 1579 (Mar.) 1596 (Bure). St. Asaph.
SELATTYN, 1557. St. Asaph. T.

SHERIFFHALES. 1557. Lichfield. VIL.

SHEINTON. 1711s Lichfield. IT.

' SHIPTON. 1538, Hereford, I.

SHREWSBURY. ST. CHAD, 1616, Lichfield, XV, XVI, XV1I.
SHREWSRURY. ST. MaRY. 1584. Lichfield. XLL.

STBDON CARWOOD. 1582. Hereford. Il.

STDBURY. 1560. Hereford I

SMETHCOTE. 1612, Lichileld. To

STAPLETON, 1635, Lichfield. L.

SPTRCHLEY. 1658, Ldchfield. V.

STOKESAY, 1558. Hereford. XVIL.

STOKE $T. MILBURGH, Hereford. XIXs5.

TASLEY, 1563, Hereford. T.
TIBBERTON, 1719, Ldchfield. XIII,
TONG., 1620. Lichfield. IV,

UFFINGTON, 1578. Lichfield. Vs
UPPINGTON, 1650, Lichfield. IV. -

WATERS UPTON, 1547, Lichfields XILI.
WELLINGION (Incomplete}. Lichfield. X{T.
WEM., 1582, Lichfield. IX, X.

WESTRURY, 1637. Hereford. XIT.
WESTON-UNDER-RELCASTLE, 1565, Lichfiéld. XI.
WHITE LADIES. 1816. (Bur.). Lichfield. I1L.
WHITTINGTON, 1591, St. Asaph. Il.
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A NEW BOOK ON
SHROPSHIRE
CANALS

ARCHAEOLOGICAL
COURSES AT
OXFORD

SHROPSHIRE
ARCHAEQGLOGICAL
SCCIETY SUMMER
PROGRAMME

Saturday 10 April

WILLEY. 1644, Hereford, XVI,

WITHINGTON. 1590. Lichfield., V.

WOLSTANTON, 1601. Hereford. I.

WORTHEN., 1558, Hereford. XI.

WROCKWARDINE. 1591. Lichfield. VIII,

WROXETER., 1613 (defective till 1618). Lichfield. XI.

NONCONFORMIST REGISTERS (Shrewsbury, Whitchurch, Wem, Bridgnorth,
Oswestry, Oldbury & Ellesmere).
ROMAN CATHOLIC REGISTERS,

'"The Ellesmere and Llangollen Canal' by Edward Wilson. 148 pp.
Illus, Phillimore. 1975. £3.50.

This is a very personal account of one fieldworker's discovery
of one of the most varled and interesting canal systems in
Britain. When the late Edward Wilson first began to take an
interest in the canal at Ellesmere it was as a naturalist, but
he soon began to Investigate the history of the navigation, and
to make a valuable record of the system as it was a quarter of a
century ago. Thls book begins with a useful account of the
history of the Ellesmere Canal, although the complexities of its
affairs in the 1790s were such thal this cannot be regarded as a
definitive history. The researches of Mr Charles Hadfield in
particular are likely to show that the responsibility for the
PontcysSyllte agueduct was rather less clear-cut than appears
here, and everyone with an interest in the subject will await
with interest Mr Hadfield's forthcoming book on William Jessop.
The great value of Edward Wilson's book is in his fileldwork,
industrial archaeological recording of a high standard at a time
when the term industrial archaeology was not even in use. His
accounts of the tramway at Sweeney, the canal depot at Ellesmere
and of his c¢ruise on the canal in 1952 will be of lasting value
to historians, while the book as a whole will fascinate all who
sail on the canal or walk its towpaths.

BeSeTs

The following courses are arranged by the Oxford University
Department for External Studies, and full details of the them may
be obtained by writing to the Director, Oxford University
Department for External Studies, Rowley House, Wellington Square,
Oxford.

24-25 April 1876, THE OFFSHORE ISLANDS - BRITAIN IN EUROPEAN
PREHISTORY.

1-2 May 1976, REFORMATION AND RENAISSANCE OXFORDo

17 July-7 August 1976, MIDDLETON STONEY ARCHAEOLOGICAL TRAINING
SCHOOL, directed by Trevor Rowley.

31 July-20 August 1976. OXFORD ARCHAECLOGICAL SUMMER SCHOCL
(to be held at New College, Oxford).

22-24 October 1976. THE 3rd OXFORD ANGLO~SAXON SYMPOSIUM,

You councll has organised a full programme of events for the
summer, and this list comprises the main source of information on
the Soclety's activitles. YOU ARE THEREFORE REQUESTED TO NOTE

-THESE DATES IN YOUR DIARY NOW, and to take note of further

application procedures where these are stated and necessary.

PUBLIC MEETING ON CURRENT WORK IN SHROPSHIRE ARCHAEOLOGY

This is an all-day meeting to be held at College Hill House,
Shrewsbury from 10.30 a.m. to 5.30 pe.m. Entrance is free and no
prior booking is necessary.

- 10 -




SUMMER FIELD
MEETINGS

Saturday 8 May

Saturday 12 June

The meeting is designed to show everyone the present work
being undertaken by various groups in Shropshire, and for menbers
and the public in general to meet group directors, particularly to
learn the opportunities for personally joining in archaeological
work through the summer months. The Mulberry Theatre has been
hired'for a large display of archaeological finds, photographs
and plans assoclated with the work of the speakers and others
who are also working in the roun‘ry° In addition to the subject--
matter of the speakers, the exhibition will include displays of
current work ak Wroxeter, historic buildings in Shrewsbury, Lea
Cross Roman Villa, and prehlstoric. sites in the Shrewsbury area.
The talks will be given in the Walker Room at College Hill House,
beginning at 11.00 a.m. and continuing to 5.30 p.m. with breaks
for lunch and tea. Those coming to this important meeting are
asked to make their own arrangements for lunch, but tea will be
avallable at College Hill House. The programme of talks is -

Excavations on the Breiddin Hill-Fort.  Christopher Musson.
The Last Long Mile of the Watling Street., John Houghton.
The Gazetteer of Archaeologleal Sites in Shropshire. Ernest
. Jenks.
Excavations at Pride 11311, Shrewsbury. Martin Carver.
Excavations in Abbey Foregate, Shrewsbury. Alan Wharton.
Landscape Archaeology in the Ludlow Region. Michael Wise.

The meeting will be chaired by Geoffrey Toms.
The Society has organised the following all-day field meetings. In

‘each case coach transport is included in the cost, and prior
. application to the Field Meetings Secretary is essential, together

with a remittance, payable to 'Shropshire Archaeological Society'.
It is regretted that no remittance can be returned in the event of
cancellation by the member within seven days of the visit. The
Society reserves the right to cancel any field meeting seven days
befoére in the event of insufficient support. All meetings are open
to members and their guests. Applications should be made to and
further detalls obtained from:

Mrs CoA.Peele,

Field Meetings Secretary,

Shrepshilre Archaeological Soczety,

2 Lane End,

Muckleton,

TELFORD, . g

Salopa ‘ Tel: Shawbury 378,

THE ROMAN SITES of WALL-BY.-LICHFIELD -and THE LUNT at COVENTRY,
concluding with a visit to KENILWORTH CASTLE. Leader: Geoffrey Toms.

The outward part of the {our will be along the A 5 (the Roman
Watling Street) and a commentary will be given from the coach on all
the Roman sites along the road from Wroxeter to Wall. Mr Bert Round
will conduct the Society around his excavations at Wall on behalf of
the South Staffordshire Archaeological Society. The coach will
leave Shrewsbury and will also pick up participants at Wellington
and¢ along the A 5 by arrangement.

Cost: £2.00 (including admission charges to sites)

CHURCHES AND HOUSES IN CORVEDALE. Leader: Roy Bearda.

The main part of the meeting will be an architectural aond
archaeological study of The White House, Aston Munslow; in the
event of bad weatber the museum on the site will also be visited.
The White House has a long and involved architectural history
before achieving 1ts final form., While being a very early house,
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Saturday 3 July

Friday 1§_§ggust

Lo
Sunday 15 August

Saturday .
25 September

ARCHAEOLOGICAL
FIELD MEETINGS

WROXETER &
HEN DOMEN
EXCAVATIONS

reputedly the oldest house in Shropshire is Upper Millichope Farm
and this will also be studied in detail. Visits will also be made
to the churches of Diddlebury, one of the best Saxon churches in
Shropshire, Aston Eyre, with its remarkable 12th century carved
u»tympanam and Morville, a substantial example of the Norman
period. _
Cost:  £1,30 (including house entry charge)

HOUSES AT MARKET DRAYTON AND EDGMOND,  Leaders Mrs Madge Moran.
The meeting will consist of two parts: a general tour of the
town of Market Drayton, concentrating on vernacular architecture,
with interior visits to three interesting buildings, and a study of
the Provost's House at Edgmond, an early 14th century stone
structure, with traces of even earlier features,
Costi: £1.00

A WEEKEND IN YORK, Leader: John Salmon.

The great success of last year's weekend in East Anglia led
by John Salmen has prompted a similar visit, this time to the
historic city of York, and we are very fortunate to obtain
Mr Salmon's services as leader again. Full details can be
obtained from the Field Meetings Secretary. IT IS ESSENTTIAL THAT
APPLICATIONS ARE MADE TO HER BY THURSDAY APRIL 8th, to ensure the
reservation of places in the hotel at York. The cost of the weekend
will be approximately £22, inclusive of transport, hotel accommo-
datiol and all meals.

HOUSES AND CHURCHES IN THE CLAVERLEY AND BRIDGNORTH AREA
Leader: John Lees.

~ .The south eastern corner of Shropshire is little explored,
and this visit is designed to break new ground in an area with
which most members are probably unfamiliar. Full details can be
obtained on application, but one of the main visits will be to
Claverley church, one of the most interesting and imprtant in
Shropshire. '

An additional series of meetings throughout the summer to excavations
in progress and a day of flylng for aerial photography are also
being arranged. At the time of going to press, dates for these
meet:ings are not yet available, but it is hoped that meetings will
be arranged to Han Domen, Wroxeter, Haughmond Abbey, Tong Castle
and other sites currently under excavation in addition to the
flying day on Saturday, July 10th or 17th. For a full list of
these meetings and all opportunities for joining in archaeological
excavations, please apply to the Hon. Secretary, 29 Mount Street,
Shrewsbury. (Tel: Shrewsbury 61622), In all these cases transport
will need to be by members' own cars. Anyone interested in the
Flying Day is asked to inform the Field Meetings Secretary as

soon as possible, giving a preference for one or the other date.

The dates for the annual series of excavations and training schools
in archacological techniques organised by the University of
Birmingham Depactment of Extramural Studies are as follows.
Applications should be made to: The Director of Extramural Studies,
University of Birmingham, P.O. Box 363, Edgbaston, °

Blrmanham B15 27T,

Hen Domen., June 26 - Ju]y 18, Director: Philip Barker.

Viroweter Baths Basilica. July 24 - August 28.
Director: Philip Barker.

Wroxeter Macellum. July 31 - August 28. Dr. Graham Webster.

- 12 -




ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING

ENVIRONMENTAL
EXHIBITION

SHROPSHIRE
MINING HISTORY

EXPLORING
SHROPSHIRE

IRONBRIDGE GORGE
MUSEUM

The annual general meeting of the Shropshire Archaeological Society
will be held on Saturday 26 June at 2.30 p.m. in Shrewsbury. The
agenda will be circulated to members in due course.

Shrewsbury Clvic Soclety and the Planning Department of Shrewsbury
and Atcham Borough Council are promoting an environmental exhibition
in Bear Steps Hall, Shrewsbury, from 4 July to 15 August. The
Society has been asked to contribute to the archaeclogical section,
and its main display will be on view from 4 July to 17 July. '
Members are invited lo help in the manning of the exhibition, and™
the Secretary would be glad to hear from volunteers able to assist.

The following field visits are arranged by the Salop County Council
adult education department. Full details can be cbhtained from
College Hill House, Shrewsbury, from branches of the County Library,
or from the Adult Education Tutor for Hlstor1Cdl Studies, Barrie
Trinder, 20 Garmston Road, Shrewsbury.

The South Shropshire Mining District.

A series of four field trips led by Kenneth Lock.

Tuesday May 4, 11, 18 and 25, alt 7.00 pame

This series offers an opportunity to study the remains of the lead
and barytes mines of the Snallbeach area, and —the coalmines of
the Hanwcod coalfield under expert guidance. If there is sufficlent

demand the series will be repeated in June commencing Tuesday

8 June. Prior enrolment is essential. For starting points see
detailed publicity.

The Old Park Mlnlng Area.

A coach trip around the extensive open cast workings now in progress
in the 01d Park district of the Coalbrookdale Coalfield, during
which it is hoped to sce much of geoligical interest, as well as
the remains of old mine workings and the Old Park ironworks, which
in 1804 was the second largest in the world.

Leader: Dr, Ivor Brown.

Monday 14 June commencing at 7,00 pom. from Telford Town Centre.
Prior enrolment essential.

A full programme of field trips of historical, archaeological,

..geological, botanical and agricultural interest will be arranged

by the Salop County Council adult education department during July
and August 1976. It will include town walks in Ludlow, half and

- whole day walks in the Ironbridge Gorge, tours by car of geological

sites and deserted medieval villages, botanical excursion on
Wenlock Edge, and walks on the Stiperstones and Clee Hills. Full
details will be available in due course from libraries and
informaticon centres throughout the Midlands, or from Andrew
Jenkinson, Adult Education Tutor for Environmental Scilences,
Bircher Cottage, Little Stretton, Church Stretton, Salop.

The Museum hopes to complete two major projects during the summer
of 1976, The Gothic Warehouse on the Wharfage at Ironbridge,
built at the terminus of the Coalbrookdale Company's railway
system, is now in course of restoration, and will be fitted out
as an information centre for visitors to the area, with a display
featuring the role of the River Severn in history. At Coalport
part. of the chinaworks is being restored, and should be open to
the public as an exhibition area in July. The Museum is open
every day from 10 a.m. till 6 p.m. Membership of the Friends of
the Museum gives free admlssion to sites during normal opening
hours, and full detalls may be obtained from the Membership
Secretary, Friends of the Ironbridge Gorge Museum, Southside,

Ironbridge, Telford.
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ACTON SCOTT
WORKING FARM
MUSEUM

KINGS SHROPSHIRE
LIGHT INFANTRY
MUSEUM

SHROPSHIRE
MINING CLUB
PUBLICATIONS

1976 willl be the first full farming year at this living and working
miseum of agriculture in Shropshire. Here you may see demonstrated
life on a Shcropshire farm prior to the advent of electricity and the
petrol engine. Working with heavy horses and skilled manpower, the
farm demonstrates nineteenth century arable techniques, and is
stocked with breeds of animals rarely seen today. The slte

includes car parking, tollets, picnic area and shops, one selling

" local craft material. Traditional crafts are demonstrated throughout

the summer. The Museum is open from 1 p.m. till 5 p.m. Mondays to
Fridays, and from 10 a.m. till 6 pem. on Saturdays and Sundays.

This museum is. situated at the Sir John Moore Barracks, Copthorne,
Shrewsbury, and for many years has been open for the benefit of
members of the Regiment, It is now intended to make it fully
available to the public, There 1s no admission charge, and
normal opening timeg are from 10 a.m. to 12 noon, and 2 p.m. to
4.p.me, on Mondays to Fridays. Arrvangements can be made with the
Curator to open it at other times or to show around organised
parties, Ly telephoning Shrewsbury 4427 (extension 271),

It is one of the finest and largest Museums of its kind,
conveying the history of our County Regiment throughout the two
hundred years of its life. It is essentially Shropshire and we
feel has a definite part in the history of this County. We are
fortunate in having an unusually large collection of Regimental
Colours and a large collection of Silver, not to mention the very
many other varied and intecresting exhibits including a lock of hair
of the Emperor Napoleon, the Regimental Colour of the James City
Light Infantry of the Amerlcan Army captured in 1814, and a very
rare Royal Standard of King William Iv, together with an excellent
display of Medals, Weapons and other items all having a direct
link with the men of Shropshire.

‘The 1975 Journal of the Shropshire Mining Club consist of 76 pages,

and includes articles on the reopening of the Blists Hill Upper Mine
shafts, the Bryndyfi mine, Mineral Working in Clee Hills, Underground
Iron Ore Mining in' Britain and the Spelelogical Possibilities of the
Eglwyseg Escarpment. The journals cost £1.00 plus 20p postage.

The Mining Club 1s also able to supply coples of - 'The Mines of
Shropshire' by Ivor J.Brown, to be published by the Moorland
Publishing Company in April, which is a valuable collection of 161
photographs, printed on high quality art paper, of the mines of coal,
ironstone, clay and limestone on which the prosperity of East

‘Shropshire has been based, as well of the lead, zinc and barytes
“fines in the west and south of the county. There are photographs
- of both underground and surface installatlons, as well as steam

engines, housing and soclal conditions., Prlce £3.95 plus 40p
postage. .
The Club additionally has coples of 'The Shropshire Lead Mines' by

 F.Brook and M.Allbutt, previously noticed in the News Sheet at

£1,20 plus 12p postage.

| Ali the abo#e publications can be obtained from the Hon. Treasurer,

SHROPSHIRE
RECORD
OFFICE

Shropshire Mining Club, 5 Beech Drive, Shifnal, Salop.

The outstanding deposit in the record office during the last year
has been the old records of Shrewsbury Corporation deposited by

the Shrewsbury and Atcham Borough Council. The Borough ls retaining
its royal charters and its books, rolls and papers relating to the

‘admission of Burgesses. All students of Shropshire history will be

delighted that this most important collection of documents is now
fully available for study. The lists below, showing material
deposited up to January 1976, give some indication of the great
wealth of material in the collection.

Minutes of House Meetings 1732-1836; Subsidy Rolls 1296-1786;
- 14 -




Assessment Rolls including land tax, house and window tax 1605--
1784; Bailiffs' Accounts 1256-1638; Mayors! Accounts 1638-1849;
town public stock vouchers 1715~1836; Town Rate vouchers 1800-19;
Relief of the Poor & Highway accounts 1580-1824: Court Leet rolls
1272~ 1844 Court books 1487-1696; Salop Town Court Books 1677~1755;
Books of Actions 1678-1826; recognizances, Process Book, warrants
&c 1695-18213; Mayor's Court minutes and fines 1835-48; Watch
Committee ~ wages, accounts, minutes Constables' Watch Reports,
Superintendents Reports Book, 1820-3G; Piepowder Court 1435-53;
Suit rolls, fines, &c 1504-1771; Zourt of record - pleadings,
summonses, panels of jurors, proceedings 1508-18363 Writs of Right
Patent James I to George III; Court of Record (Curia Parva) 1527~
17463 Quarter Sessions - Rolls 1564-1834, Order Books 1680-1839,
files 1779.-1835, papers 1655-1836, recognizances 1753-66, oaths
of allegiance 1691~1830; Sheriffs' accounts 1444.1793s Quietus
1610-1766; High Courts of Justic including Assizes, papers 1549~
18213 Agreemenis re Bilcton Beath including inclosure; deeds for
property in Churchstoke, Knighton, Llangunllo, Clun, and High
Street, Shrewsbury 17th-19thC; leases of Kingsland Farm 1564-
1787; deads re Mardol CQuay 1790's; lease & re Claremont
Buildings 1792; deeds of Rousehill area 1680-1729, Woodcote 1765
and re site of new St. Chad's church 1790; Returns of MPs 1796.-
1847; Town Bye-laws 1706~1842; Milltary Papers including Muster
Rolls and assessments 14thC-1730, 1821; Shrewsbury Schocl -~ deeds
of premises in Ratten Lane 1574~1699 (37), and of tithes, with
accounts 1664-1847; Petitions and letters to Bailiffs and Mayors
Henry VI-1760; Horse and Catile Falrs — sales 1525--1674; Trustees
of the Shrewsbury Street Act - folder of plans and maps 1822-.31,
minutes 1795-1856; plan of sewers 1866; Toll books 1796~1812;
Trustees of the Stone Bridge - Minutes 1765-84; Assize of Bread
1759~1816 and prices of grain 1759-1800; Alesellers' & malsteps'
licences 1620-1737; papers re the Welsh Bridge 1793, 1832-33;
Chamberlain's account book 1756=92; coroners' roll 1295-1306,
inquests 1591-2, 1760-2; appointments of town officials,
certificates of communicants 1695~-1780; papers re town property -
the Quarry, Blizabeth to 1778, and Kingsland; prisoners 1583-1695;
names of papists and thelr property 1706-22; bonds of bailiffs,
councillors and Serjeants~at-Mace 1558-George III; documents
possibly borrowed for cases - Court Book of the Manor of Ruyton
1699~1702; overseers' accounts for Eaton Constantine 1778-1837 and
for Shawbury 1696, In all about 2,680 bundles and books.
Deposited by Shrewsbury and Atcham Borough Council 3365,

Minute Books: of the Council 1835--1921 (10); Improvement
Commissioners 1879-1927 (11), of Committees; Market and Fairs
1874~1930 (5); Lighting 1900-27 (3}, Sanitary 1874-1930 (10);
Estates 1874-1930 (5); Pinance 1874-1930 (7); Rating and

Valuation 1926-~30 (1), General Purposes 1920 (1), Water 1856-

1930 (8); Watch 1880-1930° (6); Housing 190929 (2); Burial Board
1854-1909 (2); Cemetery 1909-30 (1); Baths 1887-1930 (3);
Attractions 1905-8 (1); Maternity and Child Welfare 1919-48 (2);
Education:— Committee 18911945 (11), School Management Sub-
Committee 1927-31 (1)3 Higher Education 1503-11 (1); Elementary
Fducation Sub-Committee 1903.12 (3); Shrewsbury School Board
(Accounts) 1881-1903 (3); Shrewsbury School of Art 1886~1901.
Reports to Council 1864-1872 (1); Reports to Committees 1874-97 (5).
Papers relating to Shrewsbury Station; Shrewsbury Water Undertaking;
Electricity Undertakings Shrewsbury Gas Light Co., Deeds of
property of Samuel Withers in Bridge Street, Hill's Lane, Barker
Street, Bugle Lane, Welsh Bridge and St. Chad's School.

Records of Shrewsbury Quarter Sessions to 1971,

Various minute bocks for speclal occasions. 3465,
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BHROPSHIRE... i 9o All meetlngs wxll take place at 3 00 p.m. at Bear Steps Hall,
ARCHAECLOGICAL -+ i Shrewsbury.pgrw;,; LRI CES SE  O  E S S ST S

SOCIETY:. -0 v =i '"w i : "ttr-m.. I

WINTER . !fon | avegnoe aturday October 9w— _ SRR | :

PROGRAMME v Ian -Burpows: :HILL (FORTS. IN THE DARK AGE&

RETR A,review of. a_sublect -on which important new evidence has
been revealed by excavations in.recent:years,

Saturday Novembeyr .6, N SRR
Martin Carvert IMAGE AND ILLUSTRATION‘ PICTORIAL EVIDENCE

FROM ANGLC=-SAXON MANUSCRIPTS.~
SR e “a descrlptlon of one of ‘the most 1mportant sources of
jﬂiff:ffu”:t[”r 1nformation on Ahglo-Saxoﬁ archltecture.‘ 

>‘Saturday December 4. - :
. George Baughu, ~THE - GOVERNMENT OF THE COUNTY - SQUIRES AND
. 'THE. . PEOPLE'S WILLt:- - :
\;w,New light on ithe. workings of the court of Quarter Sessions
swhich results from work on the-forthcoming volume of the
+Victoria History of Shropshire on county administratlon.

Saturday January '8, 1977. ' -
" Johh PLIGEAM! FORELGN INFLUENCES IN BNGLISH ARCHITECTURAL
DECORATION, 1520~1620. o

. saturday Februapy 5, Ui
e {j‘h“*} Margaret_Gelling. SHROPSHIRE PLACE NAMES.
o Saturday March Sa::;: : _u¢~«1a.
bymp051um o aerial photography.q ci che
. ‘“ﬂ__’l Meetlngs are open to,anyone interested 1n tbe history and
oo wire . o -archaeology of.. the county,.whether members of the Society or

“; not° Society publications are usually on sale, Refreshments

.....

adjOlning Bear Steps Hall.f_- R RS T

THE FUTURE = .. The Department of the Env1ronment has recently published a
OF WROXETER: Feasibility Study, of proposed development at Wroxeter, now that
most of the site is in the ownership of the Department. The
o - Study puts forward proposals, for' the development of the Roman
A “"¥:~i* city as'a maJOr archaeologlcal and tourlst attraction, and has
fj’f“f““ P made" the dooument available’ to Salop County Council, Shrewsbury
f*=f17f'f‘““‘<““ and’ Atcham District Councll and the Shropshlre Archaeologlcal
R T BT Soc1ety, mong other lnterested bodies, fol comments and
R ”Vobservations. A copy ‘18 with the ‘Hoha Scoretary, who will
IR Welcome comments fromnembers, ‘And' thesé comments will be
P 1ncorporated into an officidl’ observation to be produced by
' ' 7 Uthe’ soclety.” As the' prbposels are of vital intercst to all
dee il _'1 members a ‘summary of the ‘réport is produced ovérleaf (as
PRI prcpared by the Department), and it is hoped that this will
S e Stlmulate comment from various dlrertions. Without prejudicing
“the fhnal report frOm the Soolety, 1t should be mentioned now

J




‘that there is a strong feeling among mahy practising

‘archaeologists in the county that the whole of ‘the Wroxeter

collection in the Rowley House Museum at Shrewsbury should be
transferred to Wroketer' where it is ‘envisaged that:a'more:
professional and archaeologically~orientated staff with full

" laboratory provisions for conservation will more effectively

display and contain the collection for public benefit. For
the first time the entire Wroxeter collection:will'be housed - -
under one roof, and it'is considered that the present staffing
at- the museum'in Shréwsbury is’ too small to-administer the @i
collection as it deserves. The confidence of the Soclety in

" the present adniinistration has been severely shaked by the

appearance of a new and expensive model of Wroxeter, which is
not only grossly misleading but contains a large number of

“basici mistakes; as:the' price forthe display of this model .- v

‘“”Present Programme.._jwm

-

_“The Programme -
};W1th1n the 1im1tat1 ns. 1mposed by the avallabillty of funds,
L Qwork force and consequent consolldation, At is plamned to
j_rextend excations outward from the, ex1sting area and the flirst
. f'phase will require the closure of the, lane running north from
'"?Tthe v1llage. The, proposed works will represent an ambitious
 programme, involving an. lncreaslng excavatlon fund, but the
h_labour for consolldatlon will; be provided by the transfer of

has been the banishment (albelt temporarily, but for some-

months) of the exceptionally important prehistoric collection '+
to an ill-lit and unheated back ¥oom of the museum, ohly
opened at:personal rdquest;’there are real grounds for a.. ...

vlack” of: confldence in the present facillties of the museum
ate ShreWSbury- R R RS RN '

The summary is as follows.-ﬁﬂf“” A

The present programme of excavatlons and consolldatlons is

"'concentrated .on the. Baths and, Basmllca, but at the present

rate of progress it is 11kely to be another five seasons before
these buildings are completed, cleared and consolidated. At

- present ‘the Muséum' cohdists of fa’purpose=designed timber

building, which also contaih$ the salespoint, stores and works

‘i accomiodation and ‘the lavatorlés. Jihe display is very small
v gnd fthel bulk of the ‘finds are in' Rowley“s ‘House Museum,
‘il Shrewsburyy® :Aparti-from toilet facilities ‘there are no other

amenities, but it is Joped ko provide a car park in the near

.. future, . between,tbe area of the Baths and thha
Ironbridge Road. L ,ijfth“‘J

Future Programme The Potential

extended archaeological research ‘and tralnlng, and is ideally
situated as a tourist attraction and ‘with proper expansion will
rank second in the country to Hadrian's'Wall as a major Roman
monument accessible to the public. The foremost object is to

#"proteéct 'and preserve the archaeological deposits and the

' Depabtment ‘considers” that the ‘development of the site for the
iiresearch ‘and tourdsm must thke second place to this constrainte
i To: this ‘end,: it has ‘beén agreed to. change the pattern of

farming at Wroxetef‘by-turhing»the“ﬁhoié;bf the scheduled
area over to pasture, phased over a perlod of three years.

‘Thus: the site'will be protected- and: preserved in one of ‘the '
':kbest ways known at present.‘- Pt e

N A R :Ji s ﬁ*w

RN

"Department of, the an1ronment staff from work at Haughmond,

Lf‘FWenlock and Buildwas. Farming is expected to continue at
;;_Wroxeter on a dimlnishing scale well into.the 21st century,
" as the proposed excavatlon programme. will take many vears to

p complete in, view of .the limited financial resources and

archaeological expert;se avallable.
(2)




The Department of the Environment is also prepared to considep
favourably any proposal put forward regarding the suggestion
that the excavations at Wroxeter sould be associated with the
. training of much needed archaeplogists, although it is
~ conceded that there is no likelihood of such training facil-

| ities belng ‘established in the immediate future. Similarly,

" it is considered very unlikely that there will be, in the short
term, ‘any significant expansion in the area open to the public,

°, except perhaps the forum, because current excavations are

- ‘restricted By ldck of funds. It is, however, intended shortly
- to provide interpretative material at the site of these

" 'excavations, and in due course, to extend this arrangement to

other areas beihyg excavated,
Consolidation-of remains is not expected to pose many problems' "’
cunless:mosalc or ‘tessellated pavements are discovered bécause = -~

'->;the protective buildings needed to preserve-and display them
:could present a 'shanty' town effect which the Department is

anxious :to -avoid. -Clearly, conservation methods have consider-

:_ablerbearing-onrthe:appearancéfof‘the‘site;'initially only in

. . the central area, but eventually-ove: a”congiderable acreage.

. likely to af

‘Roads and Access, . . . .
Access to the Site is at present obtained from the lane running
north of the village to the Shrewsbury-Ironbridge road, the
“excavation of the centre of the city will require the closure

::: 0fgtﬁi§ p§hdfto4£rbffi¢;falthgungsollqnghag public transport

 uses ﬁﬁgfﬁa;ﬁ‘foad;.it'Wiii,bgdnecessary‘to obtain a public
footpath on this alignment, ,In the' immediate future, apart

" from the museum and any future amenity buildings the public

will be restricted to those areas pow consolidated and, under

~  sUpervision, to those areas: under excavation, It is, however,

~ proposed to provide a footpath along the line of the city's

;f;:qéfen¢eé;tguengble visitors to appreciate its size. The prior
. permission of the Department will be required for any work

ikely to affect physically any. part of the site and a balance
..between, the academic interests.of, excavating.a certain area,

i“ “fgénvéﬁiehgé;Of'aCCeSSWand\the;gffegt on - farming activities and

,‘f,“deVQted;to.the-aisplayaof-plans,-hOdglé*éﬁdPBther interpretative
. Mmaterials, The Department will encourage excavation teams

_exhibit-finds made there, to put them-and the site in tholf o

. PWlic access will have to be achieved. . A possible long ternm
. development is the closure of all roads c

rossing the site

|, except that serving the village; this would involve the
~, diversion of the'Shrewsbury-Ironhridge road;round the line of

i

“the ‘fortifications to the north and to the east of the city,

¥

R

" “with parking, &c. concentrated in an'area outside the fortif-
I D R T ¥ = - Nt 32 ; ;

'ications, " Such a.long term possibility however poses a

‘éthidéréble probiem;sinég‘lanq~Qutgiqeftﬁe;fortification is

’ :fgggo'Qp@hégéi@éi@éllyﬂsensiﬁivé. . iy

Museum_and Interpretation. S T
i Considerable museum-space is and will be nedded at Wroxetet to

IS PR U

vproper .context and’ to-explain the nature and means of

Linocexcavatlon, s The present small temporary building on site, 0
owhich 48 expected to have a further ‘1ife of ‘at least 15 Years,
s aapable of. enlargement, although this'may not be desirable
.+.- on planning, archaeological ér other ‘grotnds, but during its
- ddfe it will play a full rolé in the interpretation of the

sGitye A group of -farm buildings opposite the present museum

- -building could: be ‘adapted to provide ‘néw galleries and a study

and training centre, and possibly the transfer of the whole of .
the-Wroxeter collection, now in' Shrewsbiity, to a Museum in 7
‘these bulldings,  The existing museum building could then be

":; working'inftheudity'tonroviae”appfbpriate'information about

their activities in order to relieve pressure on the present
museum, and 1t is proposed that other interpretative material
will be provided in connection with the proposed perimeter
footpath. (3)




‘Amenities
§resent public amenlties are baSic and Just about adequate for
the present number of v1sitors but w111 need to be lmproved and
L ' extended as &evelopment procoeds, possAbly ‘in farm buildings if
L f ”ff‘ they were to be dr‘hloped as a museum &Ce Alternatlvely the
A f’h['suggcsted diverSion of the maln road might ‘enable a comprehen-
L "“‘Sive amenlty area comprislng car parks, ‘toilets, restaurants,
o S 1ecture rooms, working areas, &cs ko be provided at the
foe i yedtern entrance ‘of the city. Howevér, these proposals must
e depend on llmltations of foundation and dralnage imposed by

"‘the sensitive nature of the smteoyl

TRONBRIDGE -, .+ .- - The oustanding event of the summer.of 1976 at Ironbridge has
GORGE MUSEUM: .. ... - been the opening ‘of .the.Coalport Chinaworks:Muscum. The
o - eengineering firm which: formerly- occupied the western end of the
former:chinaworks -has moved to other prémises, and the area
....which;they-used,  which pcobably ‘includes all of the oldest
-1 parks .of .. the chinaworks: has been made available to the Museum.
. The.visitor. enters the new Museum through a highly imaginative
display 111ustrat1ng the variety of technlqucs in the ceramic
industry, He then proceeds through a series’ of restored
workshops 1n whlch he- can see how the various techniques were
_ adtually practised. the next'displey sets out the history of
A the Coalport works), and beyond lt is a small auditorium where
SIREE " a'sedquencé’ of ‘slideés may be" seen, accompanied by a taped
o commentary provided by ‘a former. employee of the works. Members
Simer e of the Friends' of the Museum have made, contact with many former
[EEE S E B R employees, Some Of whom have v151ted the s1tc in recent months,
SRR ' and another feature 'of this part of’ the display is a range of
CrEes e photographs of chlnamakers and former chinamakers. The next
BEEE SRR stage of the' itinerary is the plece de re51stance, a dazzling
oo ddeplay ofthe, products of Coalport in one of the bottle ovens.
. W THIS dgta triumph Of museum design, beautlfully executed by the
ZE R A Museum ‘s Craftsmen, and is. a fitting settlng for some of the
AU RARN TR most splendid- works ‘of art ever concelved in ‘Shropshire. From
”“*v:fii" the kiln the visitor can’ go to a sagger ‘maker's shop, and then
R “to a most 1nterest1ng 'ardhaeological room‘; where he can see
U erénches” dug during excavations in 1975, ‘and’ some of the finds
‘“’hich Camé' from- them. e may then tour a further range of ovens,
’ “Kiinsand’ workshOps, ‘which haVe béen. consolidated but not
R restored, and the V.‘L$lt concludes in' . well-stocked sales area,
BRI where 11terature and ‘4 range of modern products of the Coalport

Y

Tépen’ throughout normal Museum hours.,iO 00 a.m. - B OO Pefa in
summer, 10,00 ad.ms = 5. OO p.m. in winter, every day of the week.

SHROPSHIRE . . s 55,1977 will ihe the centenary year of the'Shropshire Archaeological
ARCHAEOLOGICAL . . Society, and the compittee are planning'to.mark the occasion in
SCCIETY: ' R Y variety of wayse. iA.range of publications is planned which will
CENTENARY ... p bring the, TranSactions series up to dates: A particularly
CBLEBRA@;ONS.. P appropriate dtem-will be a comprehensiveraccount of the career

of the bhrewsbury architect Thomss Farnolls:Pritchard, the
blcentenary of whose death. falls in:1977.: In addition to the
normal summer and winter programmes, there will be a special
centenary lecture meeting, and a;centenary ‘excursion, Full
details will be. -announced -in theunext Newsletter.

[P PER I A
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RECENT "5”' f“_‘] The overall archaeological picture of a county as large as
ARCHAEOLOGICAL_ J Shropshire ultimately depends on the corporate vork of local
DISCOVERIES i archaeologists -ahd interested 1nd1v1dUals, ‘bringing their finds

.to. the, attention of a: central body such as the Archaeclogical
Socxety. Theperghaeolpgy of Shropshire 1s'far more than just
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the_spectacularhanﬁ_glamorqus_excavations. Much of the bread-

" and~butter work of archaeology is produced by those prepared

é:to7waLk,the‘figlds,_bafticularly'after ploughing, travel about
" with their eyes open, fly acrial sorties over both well-traversed

areas of. the county and.vifgin‘térritq:y (large tracts of
Shropshire have still not been flown over in the search for

It mpchaeological sites); and through hearsay bring to light

" concentrated Meso

" permenent official record.
‘70 Pindsiin the fleld:constitute
~ for the first time record humat: settlement in a region previously
‘%”dQVOid‘ofsany evidende;of-ancient:ocqupation. The most important
. 'find 'in this. direction was made by ‘Mr. C.Rasdall, of the

_sites, evidenced By pottery scatters;’

;*artefacts which may have .resided in pegple's homes for many
 years without -record. ' As excavation without publication is no
" excavation'atiall, so-no archaeological discovery exists until

“jit-is:repbrtedwahd:brought-to:general notice. The News Sheet
{35 the ideal medium for the first mention of any new find, and

T am gféteful;tb-ainumber‘of“correspondents, who have dravn my
‘attention:to theirwwork,'and‘whose,results:are reported here

‘*Vfdr?the”firstwtime.-fIt~is“hopedpthat_thisAarticle will encourage

others “to undertake similar;work_and-also,perhaps report on
- oblectsy which may: have been sitting at thelr own home for some
time and are otherwise unrecognisede Now. that the county has a
Sites and Monuments record belng prepared by lan Burrow, WEMRAC
Field Officer, all such finds automatically are passed to a

!é-majpf;aféa:of discovery and often

Albrighton and District Historical Society, in the Boningale
. area in 1973, .Not only did he find two Remano~British settlement
cat and 'a nurber of Neollithic

_ and Bronze Age flint tools as well as Iron hge pottery (still a

rare[¢ommqaity_iﬁfShrépshire),*but-also;révealed one of the first
o ( 1ithic working aréas'in Shropshire from a site

‘which has produced up to a thousand ‘piéces of flint from an

“_i;iindusﬁry Qn}thé Sﬁaﬁféb@shiré~3hr¢§sh;re“bdrder. The importance
;;,bf‘thisfdisgbv¢FYf;£§§ in' the fact that up to very recently
'there;waé;nolrealeViQQHCQ_of_humah activity in Shropshire

' ggfo;e:£h¢$ug¢1¢thic,-;These_Sites,jwhich)will be fully
reported in aifgrﬁhébming‘part“of'the“Tréhsactions, are all

IJ‘.1Within‘é_milé,6f‘éaCh other in'the parish of Boningale, which

ffﬁ;ﬁﬁég;biﬁédlbééﬂiﬁ bbmpléte'blankléﬁ-arChaeological mapse

+ Unusual:weather can -produce . new sites.'.Thefextensive gales of

©ilast:January caused a number of trees -at the foot of the Wrekin

.. to fall, and in the revealed earth around the base of one tree

,'(Grid‘Reference:*SJ,63600913)@agnumbgr,0£;qherds constituting
_the majority of a 2nd century grey-ware Romano-British cooking

 ﬁl’j(pbthépg_Cdxlééted'by g”lo¢alﬂforéstef‘and-reported to Rowley's

" House Museur, Shrewsbury. Mr W.E.Jenks subsequently visited

" the site and found that the ground had been extensively

@isthgbéd"apq;dg’dtheréébjécts"were“present; it seems that the
quttépy‘héﬁggéen carried down‘from'a higher site and may
represent a burial in the area, if the pot'was in a complete

H:;?}ﬂgﬁafejat tbeJﬁiﬁeféfwdngSitionJ‘ K

f.'Forfa11~the problems;£he‘drought may:héﬁelcauSed to others this
.| summer, parchwmarksproduced by- the

lack .of moisture over

buried masonry foundations have produced some phenomenal

i

"\ffééﬁltég‘”Aithbudh‘ﬁgithér_site'cahfbe considered a new

;q@éq6ﬁ§xy in’ any sense, Wroxeter and Wenlock Priory revealed
astonishing.ﬁarkings'df_buried puildings visible at ground

LR !

T levels It‘waszOSéibie‘téVWalkﬁaan'¢ity streets and through

" the corgidors and rooms of large houses in the field immediately

ffﬁé;t@é sou£hvof}th§'Béth‘ét'Wroxétetfin August, as 1f a vast
plan had been laid oh the ground, At Wenlock broad yellow
lines of parching of the grass within the existing 13th

(5}



RN SRR | oy century prlory bulldlng showed up clearly the plans of St.

coden Ly Milburgats. origlnal 7th century abbey and its 1ith century

RN successor, generally. now attributed to Leofric; in the latter
.rcase the. apsidal east end and a’ 1ong stretch of the south
criwally hltherto unknown, were most prominent.

ot “”er G.PsDavies, of Moat Hall" Farm, :Hanwood y for the first time
STt in'1dving memory ' ploughed the field known as Weir Meadow, which
ST g adjacent’ to- the field. containing the Roman building known as
- *’"Whltley Chapel's - Removal of the turf revealed a large circular

area of jet~black soil associated' with:slag and other traces of

T-burning ‘Subrounded by a large - scatter: of building material

'*suggestlng two “or-three’ bu11d1ngs oh:-the site. Pleces of

" recogniSably ‘Romantilé and: a few sherds. of: Roman pottery were
-jasscciated‘thh the presumed buildings, and excavations are

T currently 'in progress to attempt-to evaluate. the date and

. ,nature ‘of “a gite which: from documentary: sources appears to

o ?have been under permanet pasture for at. least two or three

R hundred - years.- ‘ : ;

It mlght be thought that we at least know all the extant sites
in Shropshire, but Mr C,Musson's diséovery, of another hill-
fort "in ‘the county 'dt Colsteéy ‘Bank, between Bishop's Castle
‘and Clun, ‘goes to ‘show ‘that-there 1s more to come of even our
) most ‘Sibstantial: antiquitiess  In this case the site might
ft‘fhaVe ‘continued for: years ito be unrecognlsed thad 1t not been

[T

Lf*“';“j_“j “ifor forest clearance on the:site.

Wuzwjihlthough much of the area of the Roman mllltary sites at Red

i a,Hlll,,Oakengates, has been swallowed up by the reservoir for
;. Telford; New Town, it is clear that exten51ve Roman occupation

ooeof this general area and the adjacent cmv1l ‘settlement of

: i+ Uxacona, can still be traced py.. intelligent field walking.

TSIy u*; .LPL,Reports are, at hand from Mr D.B, Corbyn and Mr L.E.Elwell of

fanooysooe o Separate, work carricd out in 1972~4. The former covered fields
Bt o en-both sides of the A5 to the north a possible road surface
TR L wasy found together w1th a large quantity of Romano=~British
‘;pottery 1nc1ud1ng a stamped mortarlum of’ the potter SECONDUS,
of ‘the Plav1an perlod. South of road was seen an upstanding
g‘bank and a. 1arge collectlon of coarse and Samian pottery.
. . Mr Elwell found north of the A5 évidence for iron=smelting,
””‘f’concentrated areas of pottery and boney and small finds
o 1nc1uding part of “a’'brooch and the bronze edging of a knife
‘handlé.” It is intended to make a fuller report of all these
hflnds 1n a’ future ‘volume of ‘the Transactlons.

b M. W.J Palmer, of the Klddermlnster Archaeologlcal Soclety,

Cevhanbu y,;;;fx‘.reported on fleld walklng on. the pos51b1e line of a Roman road

Jfowii o between Greensforge and Wall Town forts in 1974. Discoveries

bt s, 4t :of apparently otherwise unrecorded sites 1nc1uded a possible

‘o o i series of. flshuponds at S0 787835, a nearby ploughed-out
foone v L moated, slte, and a destroyed chapel at Fomsley (S0 785829).
A subsequent excavatlon of this latter site, situated in a
o small paddock known as the tChapel Yard", undertaken by’
o T METE, Tlp]er in 1975 ¥évealed medieval i floor and roof tiles,
e worked stone,'and pottery from the: medieval to 19th centuries.

‘fs;{n remarkable rewdlscovery concerns the Roman villa at Lea
.- Cross, Pontesbury. Mrs Radcllffe Evans drew my attention to
o.a silver. donarius which was - found just after the war

(gt ;,:'-;‘,:;together with some tesserae in the hedge of the field
NP TS PR A ;;;immediately above the excavated site.” This had remained for

., Some: years. in her possession untll the recent excavations of

. ;;J; tu_;:'T,the site prompted her to produce it for 1dent1f1catlon. The

(6}




- fh1l descriptlon ‘of the c01n, as 1dentifield by the
berltlsh Museum is:~

Obverse Head of young Juplter.
o Reverses ‘: Jupiter and quadrlga (Legend GAR

- OGY VER

"' 'Fully interpreted, the coin was issued by the moneyers Gargilius,

f’Ogullnus and Verglllus at the Reme mlnt Ce 84 BC. Assuming that
the coin is not an ‘intrusion, it is' thus astonishingly early for
"'the Site” which has otherwise produced noéthing before the mid~2nd
.century AD. .. Republican silver coins were frequently in
circulation with the Rowar army in the 1st century AD; on

-+, present -evidence one cannot claim earlier settlement at”Lea :

. iCross-before the Hadrianic. period and the coin may then: LA
.. represent an-unusual. survival in. Romﬁn times. 8 J.»'Li"

A number of aerial reconnalsances haVe as usual been made over

"Shropshire during the season. But it must be admitted by all

“ho ‘flew that 'a golden opportunity was missed in this remarkable

.. summer;.-:judging by later reports.from other parts of the

J:Q‘country, ‘the (dry summer was in many reglons producing spectac-

ular cropmarks, «but the drought had also the effect of accelerw
ating crop growth. .- Consequently, by the time flights were made
in Shropshlre in mid—July, normally the optimum time for crop

C mark dlfferentials, crops were already advanced to maturity and

earlier mark's had vanisheds However, the season was not without
dts. yesults: James Pickering, whose recent article in the
"Sunday Times" many will have seen, reports on his flight of
July 6th ~- "A few sites were recorded around Worcester and at
VEBrldgnorth “but the best area in a long day's flying was around
Ludlow, Wenlock Edge produced a number of hew sites and the
Roman fortlet with annexe. was recorded at Drayton Lodge (north
of Shifnal) in good detail.” : Arnold Baker reports on his flight
over the West Midlands on 16th July -- "...The response in

. ' pasture remains where the effécts of drought were well

established, showing road systems and farm enclosures. Pasture
...at Wroxeter is showing bulldings and roads reasonably well and
the site appears to recover fairly quickly after rain, but this
area has always been exceptlonal in this respect.”

Chris Musson and Ge01frey Toms on 20th July coveraed a general
" area ‘including the Breidden region, SW Shropshire, NW Hereford-
shirerand the Rea valley. :Most crop mark sites had disappeared
with the exceptlon of some interesting enclosures in the Long
“ ‘Mouhtain’ area. However, the Roman fort at Forden Gaer was

.; showing exceptional detail with much of the street plan inside

the fort together with some buildings, and the road running

lfrom the' south-western gate of the fort through the extra-mural

settlement to the Severn cross;ng wag clearly seen. The
presérved streétch of  Roman road on the hill above Marshbrook,
north of Craven Arms,; showed up- dramatically with its parched
agger and deep green siderditches.. Cover of the Lea Cross
area brought two unexpected discoveries —- two circles,
fprobably ditches of Bronze Age round’ barrows, ‘at SJ 422086,
1500 metrés north-éast ‘of the' Romah lyilla", and an apparent
Roman road seen as a parch mark in fivée consecutive fields
immediately west of Lea hamlet runnlng in a north-south

‘"dlrectlon towards Pontesford.

' A number of important excavations have taken place during the
season -at Whittington. Castle, Haughmond Abbey, Tong Castle,

. Hen Domen, three separate sites at Wroxeter, and Whitley.

. Fuller details will be .given in our next News. Sheet, but
”;mention,should be made. now.of :the rediscovery:of the early

]
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- 12th ;century church at Haughmond, medleval structures and
occupatlon at Tong together with the 18th century stables,
the leglonary fortress rampart and interval tower at
Wroxeter ‘and a late gthkemholé building on the Baths

" Basilica site also atiWroXeter, as the outstanding
discoveries this year. Vislts were arranged to all these

... sites, but very few.members took the.opportunity provided;
o sureiy one of the most import cant ‘excavations in Western
e i o BUrope can attract more than four members of our Society to
B ‘;"f;:fffmiviSLt it,nihen the general publlc come in their hundreds?

CUde st GEOFI"REY TOMSo

WEST MIDLANDS: 1 w:?«The current number of West Midlands Archaeologlcal News Sheet

ARCHAEOLOGICAL(! i ¢ ¢ontains a:large number of reports on Shropshire archacology,

NEWS SHEET No. 18 most. of which have'notias!yet been published ‘elsewhere. The
. 1, following list gives the contents relevant to our county.

e jJCOples 50 pence (plus 11 pence postage) can. be obtained from

v _Secretary, 29 Mount Street, Shrewsburyg

“Pages 14w15.uJF1eldwork-on-the propoésed Bridgnorth by=pass

0 wopoutes Varidus £inds  of medieval -pottery and fleld systems.

"Pan"Puddihg Hill: The'Severn river bank, (Stour and
-iSmethstow: Archaeologlcal ReSearch Group)

‘Page 15._ Research and fieldwork by the Prehistorlo Research
5 Group of the Society, (w.r Jenks)

S B X Page 42 Excavatlons on the Baths Basilica at Wroxeter, 1975.
ol sl i(PeAe Barker) LA ,

o Pages 42~43. Excavatlons on the Lastern Defences, Wroxeter,
1975. (J S Johnson) ' .

BT E DR “oi-Page 43¢ A Roman Fort: at Duncot, north of wroxetero
FEI FRD S R PR TS IR TR (A.W.J.HoughtOn) SRR R T R

e ”_,Pages 44~46.i The Watling Street, near Wroxeter.
(A Wede Houghton) L

RTINS IS RN Page et LA poss1ble abandoned church site, Romsley, near
R T T v Brldgnorth. (E*Tipler) i

' Page 76. Shrewsbury Bulldlngs 1975. (P Je Clarke)

_ :lPage 81. ,Haughmond Abbey, Ufflngton.: (I, J,west)

>.’i;Page 8¢ Sutton Lane, Shrewsbury. (A Wharton)

' 'Pages’ 80-81, Sutton, Mlll, Sutton Lane,: Shrewsburye  (A.Wharton)
‘;u;Pagen81a: Abbey Foregate, Shrewsbury. (A Wharton)
f?jﬁé%é?éi.ﬁ Car Park Site, 14 Castle Street, Ludlowo {M.Wise)

e DL T

IR RN

;'f:iother publlcations on Shropshire Archaeology

:aLi,f‘IAnthuaries Journal.“*Volume 54+ (1974)¢ «= "Three plumbatae from
it Lo Wroxetertt ——4J Musty and P; A.Barker.;; A

_,,fycifia,xBrltannla.‘ Volume 6 (1975), pages 106~117¢ MExcavations at
L the, Baths Basillca at Wroxeter. 1966-74: interim report! -
P A.Barker. e T .. D

TRANSACTIONS * ° "E’Transactions Volume 59 Part i The Soc1ety has an urgent need
VIANTED to replenish its stocks of this part of the Transactions.
Tooocime s VAbout 10 coples are: required and ‘thé Society is offering to
v o repurchase these coples ‘from members, who may have no further
ol riwusefor thelir own'coplesi’ (If you 'would be prepared to return
‘ iityour- copy, itiwill-be’purchased by the Soclety at the annual
isubscription cost, namely '£2.10 pér copy. Pléase contact
the Hon. Secretary, 29 Mount Street, Shrewsbury SY3 8QH.
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HERALDRY .. . Our member, Mr W.A.Peplow, is undertaking a check of all the
e ’;hatchments in churches in Shropshlre, and is appealing for help
‘_';with this’ survey from all who have an interest in heraldry or
" chupches in general. Thete is a particular opportunity here for
‘ “Lmembers to offer their experience with their own local churches,
'*Ljahd all who would like to. know more about, how they can help with
PR s s halt of  this survey are asked to contact Mr Peplow at Wych Garth,
f\wﬁ';5ﬂﬁ;‘ﬁﬂw;16 Dlngle Road, ;Pedmoria,: Stourbridge, Worcestershire, DY9 ORS.

.._;Apart from v1sxts to excavations' mentioned earlier, the summer
WMME: - - -~ .i-programme drew -a most encouraging response from members. The
fr et o o0 Season -begany with.an open- archaeology-day in April at Shrewsbury,
- which combined:dlectures on current work by a number of speakers
o tand:an exhibition of finds:and aerial -photographs, and which was
.attended during: the day by more than a hundred people. The
Annual General Meeting at which our Vice President,
7 ‘Datle Kathleen Kenyon, gave a memorable talk on her excavations
' ‘at Jericho was' the best attended for a number of years. Visits
“to Wall, thé" Lunt and Kenilworth (under Geoffrey Toms), houses
 and churches in Corvedale (under Roy Beard) ‘and Vernacular
aréhitécturd in the Market Drayton area (inder Madge Moran)
attracted an average of 30 participants, and 14 travelled to
- -York for an-extellent weekend led by John Salmon. The continuing
il BuCcess: of our field vislts over a-number of years has been
v primarily due to.the éxcellent and most patient work of our
Field Meetings Secretaryy Mrs C.A.Pecle. She is retiring from
this position at the end of the season, and we all give her our
warmest thanks for all her metlculous organisation behind the
oo sceness  Quite.simply withéut her this important side of the
Society's ;programmerjust would not have taken place, and her
¢  successor-will have a challenging example to follow. The
+ - Secretary would be: grateful to hear from anyone willing to
.. undertake the work.. i

“Phe ‘Society also provided'a'fertnight's exhibition on behalf of
1 oshrewsbury  Civic  Soclety dn Bear Steps Hall, Shrewsbury, in
August on the theme of "Archaeology :in the Landscape". A large
number of appreciative visitors to the ceunty as well as local = |
.1..residents saw this. exhibition, ‘which was' incidentally excellént
siwiire . publicity. for thé Soclety.  The only worrying note was that
Pt Do nolioee@ppeals. for assistance to man this exhibition for short periods
it met.wlth a nil response apart: from' one new member who lives
Ciaiie, 1o outside the: county.-'surely*our inenbership can be more active
g el _;;;;than thls°‘uﬂ S P

TREASURE __3-{;,N-;;iaAt the rlsk of starting up- again a‘heated discussion which
HUNTING eventually found its way into'the' exalted columns of "The Times"
,_Nulast time, members might like to note that the first suspended
. “jprison sentence has recently been .passed on -a metal-detector
: i"treasure—hunter" in, Lincolnshlre, who concealed the discovery
'5f“of a hoard of Roman. coins from the rightful owner, the land-
' ewner,_ ‘One can only reiterate that metal-dectors are archae-
'=“”ologically destructlve,land unless they are under rigld expert
archaeological control, only serve to swell the pockets of the
.- operator at the cost’ ef permanent archaeological loss. Even
;. onhexcavatilons thard graft ‘with the trowel st111 remains by far
- the most, effective way: of recording the presence of metal
artefacts correctly, . . i

RN B A R LRSI

RESCUE .v.1 I ‘*’”-’Many of all ages constantly ask what steps they can take to make
PUBLICATIONS archaeology ‘thei¥ caréer or what areas of archaeology they can
follow, while remaining "amateurs". The recent publication

Opportunities for Archaeologists, by J.Bishop, answers many of
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:these questlons, it describes the way in whioh the current

5' stricture £o (Britlsh Arc”aeology has grown up and gives an

a }?account of'the options open, to those 1nterested in furthering
R 2 Erchaeological commltment. 'The Appendices contain useful
7 118ts of addresses’ for' cqntactlng archaeological centres through-
' 'fout the coun{ry.‘ 52 pages. 90 pence plus 12 pence postage.

SRR uuw?ﬁm;,ENo,eXCavaLion As complete unfil it is-adequately published.
Production costs make an economical and adequate report all the o
Sepuwen it oliiomoreressential;’ and. The Written Record oh:drchaeological SRR
WU e sk s Exeavatdonsy by SeHirst, Contains. an u up todate account ofthe’
- best . metheds. of: presentatlon. - This booklet’is a "must" for all
s excavation!directors :and:supervisors; as well as for those
Ll myorkiag;on+digs:and are aiming’toWards tHe‘end product.
; Approx. 36‘pages. 90 pence plus ie pence postage.

......

j’RESCUE an& CBA are 301nt1y publlshing a new -venture, which

' covérs a ﬁield of, increa51ng popularlty, the recording of local
hlstory ﬁhrough tombsbones and memorials. The contents of
"How t& redord’ graveyards,,by Jeremy Jones, cannot be better
summanised than‘by quoting Rescue 's. publlclty.

i

ﬁwJ~gu:nFs‘.w Here Lyeth-vo i fvuioos e
i va decaying:Bodyitof ! Historical Evidénce
p G s ;uthat should:be Recérded before it crumbles
TR TR ST IR P into Dust or:ds Déstroyed by the work of

HRTIE SRPUPN ST ”~*3 s Vandals SARTERNE ‘g’

'iﬂ"
Py _!_}..'

. For;the facts:engraved here Eflf“”
Poed o ﬁ‘”And_then.make haste, transepibe thése lines
i Learn.while ye may ‘the meaning of ‘these signs.
Preserve these stones, avert the crime
Co Snatch h;story from the hands of time,

SRR TS ey ;JThese publlcationslcan be obtained from: “RESCUE, 15a Bull Plain,
R R L T Hertford, Herts. vent e i bt dE :

N n\'--_rs-v
STERINESE BT B

FURTHER (ﬁRomano~Brxtxsh CoarSezPotferyj A Student's Guide, by
READING L Dr.. GeWehster. :The first edition of Councili for British
,})LQL.‘;JJ;:_“}Y Archaeology = Research Report No, 6 was a best~seller, and sold
. W oy OB rapidly . on. publication:in 1964.. .A ‘second edition appeared
s e o0 1969 and sold out -just asiquicklys 'Thigithird edition has
o ) involved very substantial revision and addition in the light of
the considerable work done in the field of RB coarse pottery
oyt Studies. since 1969, .. Coples at £1,25! can'be' obtained from
' CBA .7, Marylebone, Road London NWw1 SHA.ffw‘“~

TheJVictorlan Society gt producjng two new occasional papers.
. The Fature  of ‘the’ bast’ examines the hlstory of attitudes towards
i) priegervation ‘From Tudor tlmes to the present day. Names such as
JionPevsher, Betddmah, Lahcaster’ and Casson’ among the contributors

- fensure g “happy blend’of wiﬁ and learnlng. Pre—publlcatlon
w8450 after publlcation £7 50., L -

i~ 'j:;éQSZE‘Seven Vactorlan Archlteo*s comblnes biography and architectural
Lt e GBiticismg the architects dealt. withiare the’ Hardwicks, Burn,

;ﬁ.mlrke, Waterhouse, Pearson,- Bodley and Lutyens. Pre~publication,
£4.50%  after publication, £7,5C.:: '

Both these Papers can be obtained from.The, Victorian Society,
"1 PrionyGardens, Bedford Park London w4 LTT.

P IS TR
FRRERNSARE RS TS
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‘-,;}Tﬁeaﬁeofprd éouorefﬁress_bf the Nationel=Cooncil of Social

Serviee has just published Building Stones: of England and
Wales, by Dr. Norman Davey. Copies of what will become the

<. standard work on the subject .can be ordered from the Press at-:

26 Bedford. Square, London WCIB 3HU, price £1.00 plus 15:pence.:

‘postage. ..
A monumental viork' has appeared, which 1s egsential reading for

all concerned with prehistory ahd especially the magnificent

© range of hill=forts in Shropshlre. ‘Although the price will

~inhibit most from purchase, it is likely to be available at
flibrarles in Shropshire. Hillforts of the Iron Age in England
and Wales, by J. PordeuJohnston, ‘contains in a definitive study

the first comprehensive survey of the surface evidence relating
to some 1400 hillforts which are still to be seen in England and

 Wales today. An introductlon to the subject is followed by a
’1detailed geographical survey, which shows the range of positions
in ‘which individual hillforts are located. 'The central
..chapters describe the interiors, defences, layout, and entrances

of -the forts: and the third part of the work introduces a new

. typology on'the basis of the evidence, and argues for a
. .-revision of the acgepted chronology :of hillfort construction.
- Price £25.00, published by.Liverpool . Univer51ty Press,

123 :Grove Street, Liverpool, L7 7AF,.

inocal Hlstory and Folklore' is the title of a 40 page booklet

newly 'issued by the standing Conférence for Local History.

cWritten by Charles Phythlan Adams, the booklet is available at
+..85p.a copy; plus 11p-forwarding charge, from Research Public-

ations-Services Ltd., Victoria Hally Fingal Street, East

~r7:Greenw1ch, London SE10 ORF,-: The booklet traces the growth of
.-, rthe schism between folklorists and: local historians in their

approach : to the evaluation of evidence about social customs.
Much is now known by local historians about: the topographical,
economic, . demographic, religious-and social structural

factors .which characterised past communities, yet they have

barely. consmdered the relevance to. soclal studies of what at

‘1;f1rst sight appear to have been: superfluous and exotic social

customs. Conversely, folklorists have until recently been

.'_preocoup;ed with the study of such observances in isolation
.. from-thelr immediate social context. Mr Phythian Adams
. outlines a number of popular beliefs and practices, involving

flre, trees, Lords of Misrule and specific days of the year

... .such as Plough Monday and May Day. :He discusses the importance
;_‘”f the location .of ritual observanced their calendrical timing,
- and the, soclal positions:-of the participants, and concludes by
- posing. a nunber of questions. to which the reader may wish to
.address himself in the hope of gaining a greater appreciation
;of the historical contexts of certain customary social practices.

" The Standing Conference has also produced a’ Directory giving
“'the names, addrésses, telephone numbers and short descriptions
" of ‘national organiSQtlons ‘which ‘local historians may wish to

consult. The organisations listed ‘include the Baptist

Hlstorlcal Society, the Historlcal Manuscrlpts Commission,
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the National Association of Local Councils, the Oral History
Society, the Ordnance Survey and Rescue. The 'Directory of
National Organisations' is available at 20p (including
"ﬁéétegé)ffdm The Secretary, Standing Conference for Local
History, 26 Bedford Square; London wcaa 3HU.

.“5" AR e L

FURTHER .10 =i The Un1Versity ot Southampton Department of Adult Education
PUBLICATIONS . “W: ‘. has produced a 'Catalegue of Films -on'Archaeciogy and Related

Subjects' It is 61 pages long and lists fllms avallable up to-
wiibee o October 1975, with descriptions, mostly those provided by the
e dlstr1butors. Full details are glVen of distributors!
L addrééees, and .there is in, addition a list ‘of videotapes, and
‘the tain, sourue of slldes, tapemsllde programmes, filmstrips
[ &cq are 1nc1uded., The subject areas of. the Catalogue are:

Europe and ‘the British Isleu (Prehletorlc, Roman, Medieval)j
q' The World; Archaeologlcal Method3° Museums;  Ancient Skills and
o Tradltlons, CJaqslcal Studjes' bmscellaneous films of possible
‘ 1ntereet,lvlu¢ellaneous Jtems.‘ The Catalogue is available at
, SOp f“om The Staff. Tutor in Archaeology, Department of Adult
o Educatlon, The Unlversity, Southampton 509 5NH,

~{Planning -and: the ‘Histordé Environment! is the title of a

soinl gollection of i papers presented at'a conférence in Oxford in
©oyi October 1975 which "has been ipublighed 'by thé Oxford University

i Départment For ‘External Studies. Contrkibutors include Barry

7' Cunliffe, Nicholas:Thomas, Tom Hassall and Trevor Rowley. It

can be obtained price £2.50.plus 30p postage from The Director,
. Oxford. University BPepartment for, External Studies, Rewley
y House, Wellangton Square, Oxrord OXi 24

Pt s s Nt The ‘Mines, of Shropshiref by.Ivor Brown'is the first of a
cLbloanieon. geries centitled 'Histordcal Industrial Scenes' and was
: -+ published’ by the Moorland ‘Publishing 'Compatty at £3.95 at the
wooend ofiMayd It has'been ‘warmly uelcomed by everyone with an
! 'interest'in "the! history of the” county ‘or in’industrial history
“in general, “In:pecent’ years historians Rave been paying
ﬁV1ncrea51ng attention” to visual evidence, not Just for
technologmdal mattcrs, “For which its Value is obvious, but
. for'ithe” investlgatlon of many - aspects of social history.
People’Wlthfan ‘intereést in the technology of mining, in steam
co engines; ror-in wxndlng gear, Will £ind much’'to interest them
HEEA R PER LI § R o - ¥ boo{, ‘bt there iz also a great deal for those whose
ieleat L prigany concerns are ot with ‘mining. 'The photograph of the
Shi Uenpldyees (of PreeSgWeene Colliery in 1873 ‘which shows young
‘childrén; thé viéw' of Lord Forester's 1nspect10n of a foot
ﬁbridge at“Bsnthall '1n 1916 "the bicycle winder used on the
il 270w asNabb durdng the 1912 coel strlke, and the Views of the Harris
Lewisnas oo famtdy ﬁite in-0ld Pa¥k-in: the”iéaos’are'lmportant evidence of
rton 1 86¢1al 'as ‘well ‘s mining h:story.“ Ivoy: Brown's collection
>::includes several -of i the' well-KriobH 18thH and 19th century
awTo e Lt engravings (of the Coelbrookdale area, ‘and ‘some, including the
R N T magnlflcent "Parallel Section of Hadley ‘Colliery' of 812,
.which are published for the.flrst time, The captions are
1engthy and hlghly informative, This ls no mere tpicture
book! but a uubqtantlal ;and serlous contrlbutlon to
Shropsh;re hlst@ry.

S e s e FLESE IR PNt

HIsTORY ' Weekend Courses in history have for some years been a popular

WEEKEND feature of the adult’education programme in Shropshire, They
COURSES give an opportunity for people from all parts of the county

with interests in particular aspects of history to join
together for one or two days' joint study., OFften the tutors
on these courses are distinguished historians from outside
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EVENING '
CLASSES

. the county. The first twc weekends of the 1976~77 session
- are both: concerned with the hlstory of towns. On 15 and 16

October there wlll be a course on Bridgnorth for which

. Barrie Trinder will be tutor. . On, 6 .and 7 November, Trevor
-Rowley of the Unlversity of Oxford, author of 'The Shropshire

Landscape!', - will be the principal; lecturer at the third annual
study weekend in Ludlowo Both of these weekends will involve
a good deal of outdoor work, in which the evidence of buildings

-.-and streets- will be used to throw light on the history of the

two towns. Many people interested in local history have used

. parish reglsters in their studies, and on Saturday 27 November
- -there will be a day school in Shrewsbury in which the various
-ways in which they can be interpreted will be fully explored.

The tutor will be Christopher Charlton of the University of
Nottingham, who is a member of the editorial boaird of the
3ourne1:'Loeallpqpulatxon Studies'.

- A’ very successful ‘day school on the history of farming in
“Shropshire was held in February this year, centred on the
“Acton Scott Farm Museum, and a sequel will take place on

- :Saturday 26 March 1977. This course will he held at Harper

.. Adans’ Collegey and will be concerned chiefly with the history

- of farming'on-the Weald Moors and the estates of the Dukes of

-i-Sutherland in ‘that part of Shropshire. Tutors will be

. Dr. Peter Edwards of the Froebel College, and Dr. Ross Wordle

of the University of Readings A week later there will be an
ambitious industrial archaeological study tour of Belgium for

' i-Shropshire'students. It is hoped to visit the spectacular
~w mining village of Le: Grand Hormu, built in the classical style
. in ‘the early 19th-century by the architect Bruno Renard, the

four canal 1lifts of’ c.1890 near La Louviére, the modern

- ~inclined plane on the Canal du Centre at Ronquiéres, and the
~-open. alr museum at'Bokriik, one of the best of its kind in
“Europe. Finally, on Saturday 23 April, there will be a repeat
“of the very pdpular industrial archaeological study tour of

Thomas Telford's Holyhead Road, first devised for the

.‘,_ulnternational Congress on Industrial Monuments, which met at - - .
_ Attingham Park in 1973. : S S

-Full:details of the autumn courses are already available from'

libraries and information centres. Detalls. of the later

‘dourses will be publlshed during the autumn.

‘The follow1ng classes in hlstorical and archaeological subjects

have been arranged by the University of Birmingham Dept., of

' Extramural Studies and the Salop County Council Adult

Educatioh Tutors., Full details are how available at
llbrarles and information centres.

Albrighton. THE -ARCHAEOLOGY OF  SHROPSHIRE: ‘AN INTRODUCTTION.
SN ' Geoffrey Toms, Thursdays, from 13 January 1977.

Alveley. LOCAL HISTORY: AN INTRODUCTION TO 'SOURCES AND METHODS.

Barrie Trinder, Tuesdays, from 21 September.

"Bishop s Castle.  HISTORY RESEARCH GROUP. James Lawsony - -,

. Wednesdays, fortnightly, from 6 October. - Do
BISHOP'S CASTLE: A MARKET -TOWN IN THE.19TH: Jngg
. CENTURY. Barrie Trinder, afternoon school,
. Saturday 20 November. ,
LECTURE SERIES.  Thursdays, from 24 February 1977.

‘Bridgnorth. AN INTRODUCTYON TO™MEDIEVAL ARCHAEOLOGY, Tan Burrow.

Tuesdays from 28 September.

- Church Stretton. - THE CIVILISATLION OF ANCIENT GREECE.

~ Geoffrey Toms. Mondays from 27 Septenber.
.~ LANDSCAPE ARCHAEOLOGY. Michael Wise,
Tuesdays from 28 September.
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Clee St. Margaretg LOCAL HISTORY IN THE CLEE HILLS REGION.
i VAL i Rappde rrlnder Mondays, fortnightly,
R PR s from 4 -Octobers .
ERERE IR ’Cleobury Mortlmero LANDSCAPE ARCHAEOLOGY OF S.E+SHROPSHIRE,
I SRR ' D.J.Chapman, Wednesdays from 29 September.,
‘“*7-5«‘““f-'55 CClund’ OLD HOUSES IN SHROPSHIRE, Mrs M.Moran, Mondays from 4 Oct.
SRR Ludlow. LANDSCAPE ARCHAEOLOGY, Mlchael W1se, Wednesdays from
Pl : 12 January 1977
Newport. GEORGIAN HOUSES IN THF MIDLANDS° Robin Chaplin.
" Mondays from 4 October,
Oewesrry. ROMAN qHRODCHIRE° Geoffrey Toms, Fr1days from 1 Oct.
Shlfﬂdla SOCIAL CHANGE "ANDCIVIL STRIFE IN SHROPSHIRE & THE
g “WELSH BORLERLAND. Malcolm” Wank3yn° Mondays from 27 Sept.
Whltchurch. EARLY MAN . IN SHROPSHIREo .Geoffry Toms. Tuesdays
Cfrom 11 Jahuary 1977.0
Shrewsburyo DISCOVERING “18TH CENTURY SHREWSBURY’THROUGH RECORDS,
i e e i Mardon Halford.: Tuesdays: from: 5. October.
‘ ’ . +; THE. .ABBEY FOREGATE: AN HISTORICAL RESEARCH CLASS.
o AeM.Carr. Tuesdays from 11 Janvary 1977,
_,LﬁVICTORIAV SHREWSBURY:: A RESEARCH CLASS.Barrie
. Trinder, Wednesdays from 29 Sept.(Morning class)
;i . GREEK, AND, ROMAN_ARCHAEQLOGY THE ORIGINS OF THE
- .. WESTERN. WORLD,: Geofirey: Toms, Wednesdays from 29 Sept.
;- HISTORY OF. SHREWSBURY, Barrie :Trinder & others.
¢ .- Thursdays.from 23: Sept.(Class already fully
it i oo booked. for- 19760776 1 - i
T R G + o 1, PLACE . NAMES OF: SHROPSHIRE. Margaret Gelling.
R R ;i1 Saturdays, .monthly,  from- 16 Octeber,
' Telfordo HISTORY THROUGH, LIVING MEMORY- IN DAWLBY. Tuesdays,
:.monthly from 5.0ctobers,:
- THE SQCTIAL HISTORY .OF . THE. TELFORD AREA: A RESEARCH CLASS
G .x;(ln Wellington) Barrie. Trinder, Wednhesdays from 29 Sept,
Ll j~INDUSTRIAL COMMUNITIES. A STUDY IN.SOCIAL HISTORY AND
., INDUSTRIAL. ARCHAEOLOGY° Barrie Trinder. Tuesdays from
k- Janvary 1877, 0 b o ‘

OXFORD « + & “?‘ “The follow1ng ‘schools are organised by the Oxford University Dept.,

RESIDENTIAL for External Studies.  Full details may be obtained from The
SCHOOLS .~ . .ir .. . Director, Rewley House, wellington Square, ‘Oxford OX1 2JA.

Rk *’ANGLO—SAXON SYMPOSIUM (on Church Architecture), 30~31 October
1976, at RCwley HOuse, ‘Oxford.
o . A CONFERENCE on ROMAN ART (in honour of Professor Jocelyn Toynbeel,
A 19—21 Nbvember 1976 at Rewlej House, Oxford. .
Coei l,,;. 'MEDIEVAL INDUSTRY, 3-5 December 1976, at Missenden Abbey, Bucks.
AT "PEANNING “AND - THE HIqTOPIC ENVIRONMENT 9-14 January 1977, at
S U REley House,” Oxforde,‘
ROMAN GEMSTONES AND FINGER RINGS: THEIR A&CHAEOLOGY, 19=20
.- February 1977, at -¥swley House, Oxford.i i .
THE .EARLY . TOWNS oF MERCIA, 15ur7 Aprxl 1977 at Rewley House,
Oxford.,-".-
.COINS AND ARCHAEOLOGY, 6—8 May . 1977 at Revley House, Oxford.

SALOP COUNTY ! “As many of our mambérs” W¢ll know, the County Library is vacating

LIBRARY ff‘”:;::,f o ““the- former Shrewebnry Schoo1 premlses In Castle Gates, which are
LOCAL STUDIES: ' - Fin urgent need ‘of reneual° The Local Studies Section will be
SECTION it v moving €6 Ste. Mary's Hall, and will be separated from the

Shrewsbury lending llbrary which will bhe going to a temporary
biiilding - opposite’ the ‘éntrance to the Raven Meadows multi-storey
... car park. - The.move will take place during the autumn, and

during the .period of the move the collections will not be
available to the spublic.  Anyonsg intending:to use the Library

.. during:September, October or November is recommended to ensure

..+ by telephone:that .the material required is likely to be avail=~
able. . The repalrs needed at Castle Gates are extensive and it
will be some years before the Library re~occcupies the premises.
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CENTENARY ,,';A Hembérs ﬁillfknéw-alréddy;that 1977 is tﬁe Centenzary Year of ths

YEAR - Society. Apart from routine events of the summer, other special
PROGRANME occasions have been particularly arranged. to mark 100 years of the

- . Society's active interest in the archaeclogy and local history of
o the county. The following is the complete list of organised events
~ - " and members are asked to make a note of the dates now, as this list
" 7 constitutes the 8001eby s calendar to the end of Octobver 1977.
Details of the meeting of 7th May and the field meetings are enclosed
- .- with the-News Sheet, and further details of the Avnual General
o - Meeting and. the meetlngs of October 7th and 8tn u1ll be sent at the
i ;v -end of May. - i :

oy

Saturdav hav 7th Reﬂlonal Con;crence of Couvncil for British Archaeology
{Group & ~ West ¥idlands) on "Industrizl Archaeology in Shropshire’,
Various speakers. Meeting at lMadeley Court Centre at 2,15 p.m. to
6.00 p.m. Tea available. Prior booking on the enclosad sheet is
oo?ﬂtlal .
CBA (Group 8) have invited our Socis 2ty to host and promote this
meeting, which is open to all members of the public and attracts
'mcmberc of the other constituent archacological societies of the
region. The last annual regional confexenée to be held in Shropshire
was in 1972 when the theme was recent work in Shropshire archaeology
. .7 from the prehistoric to the medieval period. .In view of Shropshire's
-7 special position in the field of industrial. archaszology and the
“1 »° Centenary.of our Society, CBA (Group 8) thus wished the 1977 meeting
to be again in. Shropshire.. The weeting will be jointly run with the
Ironbridge Gorgc Lusoum Trust and displays of recent work will be
on view, :

Saturday Haz;ﬂ@th FIELD NEETING, ‘(Leeder: Geoffrey Toms)
Hawcock's Mount, Caus Castle, Westbury, the Iong Mountain and
Beacon Ring. This meeting will visit some of the most spectacular,
but comparatively little-known archaeclogical sites of West Shrop-
shire, representative of most major periods. On the Long Mountain
we will see the Brongze Age ridgeway track and iis contenporary
burial mounds, and the Iron Age fort of Bezcon Ring. = The early
medieval earthen castle of Hawcock's lMount lies on the Roman road
from Westbury to Forden Gaer and was superseded by the massive and
exciting earthworks of Caus Castle, a deserted medieval town with
traces of its stone walling surv1v1rg.

Sﬂtu?day June 18th. THE CENTENARY FIELD “EETIAC

(Leader: James Lawson)., Hawkstone Park and Bury Yalls.

WThe rémarkabla house....and the even more remarkable park." Thus
Sir MNikolaus Pevster describes one of the finest 8th century houses
of Shropshire, built for the senior branch of the Hill family. Not
only does the house contain very impressive state rooms, but the
landscaped park is one of the most original and imagina tlvo of its
type in this region,.and we shall spend much of the day e\plormrP
the follies, the grottoes and the other buildings which the
"improver" added to the dramatic grandeur of Hawkstone Hill. Tie A
day will end with a visit to the nearby ITron Age fort of Bury YWalls. -

5 FRFEAT TR R

R A S A R R e T MR ST e ST T



Saturday Juno 25th  ANNUAL GENERLL MELTING AMD CEMTEMARY LECTURE.

Meeting ot College Hill House, Shrewsbury, in the ¥Welker Room at .

2.30 p.mt. The Centenary Lecture will be given by Peter Fowler, ¥Mi., =

F.S.4.,0n ARCHAEDIOGY -~ THE NFEYT CENTURY, o
Peter Fowler is Reader in Archaeology in tne Dopmrtmeqt of

Extromural Studies at the University of Bristol, and is nationally

known for his publications and broadcasts. He h been closely

involved with county archaeological societies, and is an ideal

speaker for this centenary meeting of a society concerned with

the ”grnsu rootﬂﬁ of. archaeology.

Saturday July Oth FIEID MEETING. (Leader: Barrie Trinder) _
Llanymynech Hill. This is one of tue most interesting areas in the
Borderland for the study of landscape history. Its features include
a Roman copper mine, Offa's Dyke, varied patterns of enclosure and
settlements, spectacular limestone quarries, ﬁnd a proL431on of

- fascinating rallway and canal remains.

Sunday August 1lhth. "Visit to the excavations at WHOXETIR Roman City.
" The annual visit to see the work being carried out at Wroxeter. A1l
_those wishing to-be shown-around the site should meet at the site at
- 30 pette Prioxr bncklng is not necessary.

Saturdav September 1Uth, ~ FIELD MEETING, (Varlous legders)
Houses of Soutn’ Shr0p6h1re. Three widely differing and important
houses will be visited on this day. We shall see Longnor Hall,
pernaps the finest 17th century house in.the county, first built for
the Corbet f1m1ly, and recently brought to a full siazte of
restoration by Major and Mrs N. Lawson, by whose permission we nake
this visit. The house is notﬁble for its fine 1nteklor voodwork
- and staircase. - - - :
Tunch will be takev at Stokesay Castle, famous throughout the
country as a pure surmIVal of a 13th century fortified manor house,
. and the. visit will partlcularly concentrate on the architectural and
axchaeologlcal evidence for the various stages of the structure,

In the afternoon we will visit Oakly Pari, the residence of
Viscount and ILady Plymouth, who have kindly agreed to open the hous
for our visit. Oakly Park is predominently a house of the 18th und

early 19th century with much interesting interior work by the
celebrated travellec and archaeologist, C.R.Cockerell, whose
" experience of Creece strongly influenced his design,
) The field visit will end at Tudlow.

.Frlday October 7th THE CENTENARY RECEPTION - ‘ £
The official centenary of the 8001et3 will be celebrated this evening
.. at The.Shirehall, -Shrewsbury, and in the Council- Chamber, whon there
- will be a reception and a lecture by the Chaimman of “the Society,
'JAMES IAWSON, on "Ore Hundred Years of the Shropshlre fArchasological
Society". Full details will be circulated to membnrs at & later date.

Saturday October §ui ‘mY SCHOOL ON_WROXETER
The evening of the cenuenary reception will be followed by a Day School
led by the Society's President, Dr. Graham Vebster, and Fhilip Barker
on the current state of knowledge of Wroxeter Roman City., The
Society has been practically and intimately connected with the most
important archaeological site in the county throughout its history
and this Day School is being held as the most appropriate example of
one hundred years'- research in cne aspect of Shropshire archaecology.

. The meeting will be held at College Hill House, uhrewqbury, and full
details will be published later.

_ Exhlbltlons. The Society will be nountlng two exhlbltlons in
commec tion with the Centenary Year, ot the Wellington Brauch of thea
Shropshire County Library during the spring, and at the Bishop's
Castle Show on Saturday, July 16th. -There will also be exhibitions
of sites excavated by the Socicty at various times in the swmmer
monthe in Rowley's House Museun, Shrewsbury.

: 2.
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SUMMER
‘PROGRAHML
oF
FXCAVATIONS

‘_Volunteeru are needed for all of the follou1ng excaVatlons which
_are due to take place in the county in coming months. Anyone

interested should make application to the appropriate director,
who willrgive details of dates and requirements,_

‘WROXETER, a) Baths Basilica. August.

Director: P.A.Barker MA., FSh., 4 St. Cporg 5 SQuare, Worcester.
L b) The Market Hall. August. o '
Director:.. Dr. G.Webster, ¥SA., Dept. of Extrgmural Studies, The

zUnlver51ty, P,0.Box 363,  Birminghawm B15 2TT.

¢) Wroxeter Fort. Saturdays through the season.

‘Director: Dr. AV, J.Houghton, FSh., Oakwood, Pulverbatch, S'bury.

"TONG CASTLE, g Weekends throughout the season to.the end of August.
. Director Alan h%rton Rowley's Mansion,- Shrewaburg._'

J) RHYN PARK ST MAR“IN'S ‘Romén campaign base.  Season commencing 3

¢ ¢ dbth Auaust Director: Professor Barri Jones, FSA., Dept. of

V-Archaeology,»The Unlvar31ty, Manchester 113 9PL _ _
" BRIDGNORTH. Dates to be arranged Dlrector hmrtln Carver

- _WEHRAC 25a The Tything, VWorcester.

ROMAN
MILITARY
SITES TN
SHROPSHIRE

WHITCHURCH. . Iate July to late August. Directopég;ceoffrey Tous,
29 Mount Street, Snrewsbury.r - '

One of the most strlklng ‘advances in the knowlcdge of the archae~ -

ology of the county in the last 25 years has been in the ficld of

Roman military sites. Prior to the campaign of aerial photography,
which has revealed so many other sites for the first time, only one

" such site was known, the fort at Wall Town Farm, near Clcobury

Hortimer, whose defences still survive. BEven the_leglonary fortress
at Wroxeter was only presumed to exist on the basis of the mid--8th

‘century dlscovery of inscribed tombstones, now in Rowley s House

Vuseum. To date, we now know of 30 sites, and there is good circum-
stantial (though as yet unproved) evidence for another & or 5, fThe
latest published map (already 1nev;tab1y, partly out of date) of the

- -known sites appears in Graham Webster's The Cornovii, page 30.

The now famous droughts of 1975 and 1976 created optimum crop
mark conditions for hundreds of new sites to be found throughout

- Britain; and it .is a great f£illip to Shropshire archaeology that

for the second year running Antiouity (March 1977) should have
published a Shropshire site out of all the others for prime
mention as a site of national importance. The particular site is
at Rhyn Park, near Chirk, (Grid reference: 8J 305370) where
Professors J.K.St.Joseph and Barri Jones discovered a series of

“Roman military vorks, which throw light on the historical records

of Roman mllltnry advances into North Wales in the first century AD,
The main site is a massive 19 hectares (45 acres) double-ditched
temporary legionary fortress or marching camp, enough to house most
of the legion on campaign, snd this overlies another temporary fort
or marching camp at least 6 hectares (14 acres) in area, which
itself could have housed a sizeable detachment of a legion. 'The
smaller fort has overlapping entrances mnd the larger ones the
titulus type of entrance, which consists of a traversing ditch
masking .the entrance. The sites have had intensive coverage in

the national press and photographs and descriptions of the forts
have appeared in The Times (22.10.76), The Sunday Times (24.10.76)
and the Illustrated london News (prruary 1977). -

Another new site of similar proportions is the. mprchlng camp,
discovered at’ Ufflngton (Grid reference: 8J 523129) in 1975, where
a sihgle-ditched camp of 20 hectares (50 acres) overlies another
marching camp, one side of which is 320 metres long.,Thus we have twe
e marching camps in the general area of Wroxeter, which has
already displayed much evidence of extensive military activity.

~%e




James Pickering also discovered that year a 2 acre triple-

ditched site at Drayton lodge, Shifnal (Grid reference: SJ 761066),
which is -a size sultnble for a small auxiliary regiment in a
fortlet. - - g o S

Excavations at Wroxeter on the site of the Public Baths and
Macellum (Market Hall) over recent years by CGrahem Webster have
now firmly established not only the concenirated plan of timber
barrack buildings of the legionary fortress, but also the western
. rampart with its interlaced timber base and turf construction with

an interval tower and cookhouse-type buildings on the tail of the
rampart. The excavations of 1976 also revesled the metalled
‘surface of the intervallum road, and it is now clear that the
fovtress of the Fourteenth Legion now lies completely to the east
of the main street running through the Roman city.

- The pattern of military activity in Shropshire for the first
century AD is-now becoming clear. From about 50 AD the Fourteenth

Legion with its attendant. auxiliary cohorts arrived in the area of
" the Middle Severn for campaigns against the Corrovii, based on the
hill-forts in Shropuhlre, and then further into Central and HMorth
Wales. The évidence for the ammy on the move rests with the
temporary "marching-camps', large demarcated arcas where the army

would be in tented accommodation. In the maJOrlty of the marching- {f‘
' camp areas a more permanent fort-of 4 to 8 acres would be estab- N
lished as a form of police-post, where a cohort detachment of
usually 500 wen in an auxiliary regiment, or occasionally a small -
detachment of the legion, would be on permanent duty. The legion
itself received its pérmanent garrison fortress ¢.57 AD by the
banks of the Severn at Wroxeter, where it and its successors would
" be accommoddted wntil the garrison was moved 1o~k, stock and
barrel to Chestpr in the late 80s.

A brief list of the currently known 51tes is now offered, and
it is hoped to publish the full details of each site in a forth-
coming part of tthransachonb. The sites are arranged in
‘geogy anhlcal grouplngg, ' :

b P BURLINGTON SHIFHAL SJ ??9109,-- darching cAmp ulth smallex
‘ "second camp: within. T

2. DRAYTON IODGE, SHIFNAL. SJ.761096, Fortlet.

%. RED HILL OAKEQGATES 53 725112. Fort and signal station?

b. WEOXFTRER. 87 563095. ~Marching camp ¢ strlde A 5.
5. WROXETER., &7 571099. Marching camp on Atcham airfield. £
6. COUND. SJ 562050, Marching camp. -
7. UFFINGTON. SJ 523129. Marching camp.
8. UFFINGION. 8£J 523%129. Second marching camp overlapping site.7
9. WRCXETER. SJ 563076. Fort south of the cwty.-
10. DGHIOT, WROXETER., SJ 576117. Fort.
11. WRONETER, 5J 555087. Legionary fortress under the city.
12. WEDEREER, SJ 563088. TFort north of the Forum area.
13. EATOW CONSTANTINE., SJ 599053, ILarge fort.
1. FBATON CONSTANITINE. SJ 596052, Marching camp.
15. EATON CONSTANTINE, SJ 596052. Second marching camp
superimposed on site 14,

16. WALL TOWM, CLEOBURY MORPIMER. S0 £9%783%. Fort replaced
by second smaller one. :

17. BROWFIELD. 80 483775. Marching camp. . = .
18, AFFCOT, WISTANSTOW, SO 44486k, Marching camp.
19. WISTAMSTOW. S0 430837. Marching camp., =~ .
20.\swpﬁ YORD BRIDGE, WISTANSTOW. 50 429842, Marching cemp.
21, WLSTAMSTOW, ©0 4288#7. Tort. T .
22. BICYON, CLUN., £0 292825. Fort.

o ' ' Sy
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2%. BROMPTON, 80 249935, Harching camp. R
24, BROMPTON. S0 249935. Marching camp superlnp0uca on site 23,
25, BROMPION, £0 249935. HMarching caitp superimposed on sites

- s : s 23 and 2k,

26. BROMPTOM. £0 245931, Tort.

. '27. PERRY FARM, WHITTINGTION. SJ %5130L.  Marching camp.
~ . 28. RHYN PARK, ST,-MARTINS,- SJ 305369, Legionary fort or

archlng camp.

.1 29. RHYY PARK ST, MARTINS.  8J 305369. Fort or * marching canp

partly overlain by site 28.

"5 50, wﬁITcHURcH° SJ.5H1916-‘ Fort' under the Ronan tovn.

Geoffrey Tonis.

“Slnce the 1bove note vas complled road w1den1ng works at
Yardington, WHITCHURCH in early March 1977 have revealed full and

dramatic evidence of the early history of the town. . -A crash
salvage operation over a weekend undertaken -by Professor Barri Jones
took place on the area bounded by Yardington and the High Street
opposite St. Alkmund's Church, where 18th and 19th century houses

~had previously. stood, -and where Roman levels with no apparent

intervening medieval phase were preserved beneath the structures
and yards of the former houses. - The Roman occupation, which had

-~ - been revealed by the bull-dozer, is very tentet:vely 1nterpreted

at present as followsi-

1. Fort with turf rampart and outer dltch backfllled with

turves, pqrallel to Yardington.

2. Bultt-ended ditch inside the ditch of phqsc 1 snd cut
into the rampart. _

3. Two or three ditches with parallel gullies. of a second fort
aligned along the High Strect.

k. Corner of stone building aligned on the two streets.

5. Stone and clay wall with facing blocks rubbed away over-
.1y1ng all the previous features and parallel to Yardington.
‘This is at present interpreted as a defensive wall to the

tovm and nay possibly be of thé late Roman period.

More detailed chonologiCﬂl interpretations of the site will be

possible when the con81derable amount of stratlfled pottery is
analysed. .

The great drought vhich gave good crop marks for flying archaeolo-
gists also gave low water levels in the Severn which helped others
obtain a better understanding of some earlier resesrch.

In 1926-1927, the late J.A.Morris excavated at Wroxeter in
search of the Roman road at the river crossing (TSAS 11,1926-7,
304). On the Brompton side he found that the road stopped several
metres short of the river bank, which was made up of dsposiis of

fresh silt, a pattern which has since been confirmed by Dr. Houghton.

On the Uroxeter side he found a similar situation whereby recent
511t deposits lay between the end of the road and the present

river bank.
Cur present studies of the river can explain this uvnusual

situntion as being produced by downstream movement of the patterns
of erosion and deposition in the river channel: upstreem, the head -

of the island is being worn back and the angle of the bend is
becoming sharper and in step with this the ford has moved down-

- stream of the original Roman crossing. At this point, the river is

now deeper and has made itself narrower by deposition on BOTH banks
(i.e. the area of the channel cross-section has wmaintained a
constant value). Studies of the tithe map and old 0S maps

show that the bulk of these changes have actually taken place

5~
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during. the last nnqcrnﬂ and flft" years, o fhaP much of the
recent silt.is not just post-Roman, but also post-eighteenth
century. Dr. Houghton has zlready confirmed thls by excavation
on the Brompton side,

Under this silt on the Wroxeter side, Morrls found a bed of

~'concrete" {hard packed river gravel?) upon which lay a tumble of
- Roman masonry surrounded by oek piles. -All this he interpreted as

the remains of bridge piers. Now, studies in the adjacent river
bed, first by R.A.F, Tern Hill Subaqua Club and currently by the
Shrewqbury ¢lub have also -found a Fine of old piles running

diagonally across the near half of the river, exactly on the old

" road alignment. Erosion of the bed has already destroyed some

parts of the line and the liberated piles include one rescued and

stored in the Foyle hut at Wroxeter. Near the bank, the line runs

towards a scatter of masonry blocks, while in the bank itself a
bed of gravel outcrops at the present low water 1evel, showing the
original height of the ford before erosion had ‘set in. The inter-
relationship of these three elements is not very clear in the river

. channel,. but their continuation under the “dJPCSHt bank would
- answer the description given by Morris.

The structure appears to have formed a fence which has since
been pushed over by the force of water and 50 Iar there are two
possible explanations: . "

The s5plit channel -and 1s]nnd pattern at Uroxeter is typical

‘of a fish wier site (SNL 41,1971) and one is recorded here in the

sixteenth century. Camden (Brltannlca) also records that they
found the remains of the Roman. bridge while building the weir.

A great flood of 1638'brought down all the weirs on the Severn' and
this could ‘explain why there is no further record of this welr,

The development of the river channel at Wroxeter and comparison
with other sites (SNL 44,1973%) suggests that the original medieval
welr should have been further upstream, but there is no reason why
the sixteenth century rebuild should not have exploited the gravel
banks at the ford. However, weir fences usually follow a 21g~zag
course to form a geries of funnel shapes, but this one runs in a

_stralght line exactly on the road alignment.  Perhaps it was built,
instead, to support a good road bhed across the ford when the route

was turnplked in 1764. The route was subsequently declared useless

-in 1829 (VCH Salop viii 16) perhaps because of the difficulty of

maintaining the crossing ot a ford which the river was then
beginning to erode,

The recent low c¢lear water also allowed a more detailed plan
to be made of the river bed a 1little further upstream, where other

" diving teams worklng in poor conditions had reported a pattern of

stones, which had been interpreted as the foundations of a bridge

; SNL 43, 1972) The new plan shows that no such interpretation is

Justified!

In view of this history of research, the present team will
continue plotting features as accurately as the conditions will
allow but will hesitate about jumping to rash conclusions

about bridges)
David Pannet & Harry Purfit

The app01ntment of an archaeologlcal field officer for Shropshire in
December 1975 has added a new dimension to the role of archaeology
in the county. The presence of an archasolgist in the County
Planning Department will not of itself ensure that archaeoclogical
sites will. be better protected, or even make certain that county
council officers can be assisted to make use of the considerable
povers available to build consideration of 'the historic environ-
ment' into planning procedures. There is still a long way to go,
but archaecology is perhaps now a more commonly used word in the
corridors of Shirehall than it was previously.

—6-

PN




. -

The chief purﬁééé of the post has been to design and compile a

}. comprehen51ve and detalled Siteg and Monuments Record for the

County. This Record is still at a very early stage of developmant,
but even now includes over 1,300 items of all types and pericods,

" The Record has been de31gned to resemble the records in other Vest
 Midlands counties, $o that comparable information can be recorded
- regionally. Discussions are also being held to ensure an exchange
of information between the Birmingham Computer Gazetteer and the

Record. Where the Record will eventually be located is a matter.

" “for debate ; clearly the County Museum Service has a powerful

“linterest in it, both for the information it contains and for the

" educational role it can play.. The Depariment of the Enviroument,

" who fund the Record, are, on the other hand, concerned that the
County Planning Department should have rapid access to information
on historic features, and some overall responsibility for dealing
with these features as they may be affected by various land-use

- chariges., There is no single solution to this problem, as it
arises from the multi- ~purpose nature of a Sltes and honumpnts
Kecord. . ‘ : ,

Although it will be some time béfore the Record has even a general -
overall cover of the known information from the County, enquiries
may be made from it, and visits made by appointment to the Shirehall.
The Record is in the Conservation Section, Planning Department,
Shirehall, Shrewsbury (Tel: 222332). Anyone undertaking fieldwork
or other archaeological work is urged to make information available
to the Record. It will not be wasted, and will help us to under-
stand and protect our vast archaedlogic al heritage;

Vhile this work of compllatlon is contlnulng, ulteu are being
destroyed. The continual erosion of our hundreds of cropmark sites
' represents’an appalling problem, which cannot effectively be dealt
with by local government planning, or by the limited resources
available from central government.. Other aresshold more hope,
however, The- Fbrestry Commisaion are now very much.aware of archae-

'”'ologlcal sites in their care, and work,closely with planners on this

" matter. The new Tron Age enclosure at Colstey Ban, which was

' unw1tt1ng1y to have been been damaged in the making of a new car
park and picnic area, is now protected, cleaned up, and is soon to
have a descriptive noticeboard placed upon it. Mineral extraction
too may be a problem which can be dealt with once the archseological
information can be made available.

A vast ronge of chenges of land use now require planning permission.

WYhile we may rage at the bureaucracy this entails, it does provide

an ‘early warning' system when archaeological gites or features are

< Yikely to ‘be affected, so that sites do not vanish beneath the

. bulldozer before the threats to them are known. To this end, the
Planning Department have circulated the District Councils with sets

of maps showing at least the most important sites, so that

planning applications can be checked against them.

Essentinlly, however, these measures are only 'last ditch stands® -
the realnecaisfor overall policies for preservation and record so
that the importance of the historic features is appreciated well

in advance and.incorporated in the various detailed local plans
vhich are now beginning to be produced. These matters are for

. the County Council te decide,:the chief role of the field officer

. 1is to ensure that they have the tools for the job.

-




WROXETER - -
FEASIBILITY -

STUDY

TONG CASTLE.

EXCAVATIONS
1976

As all members of the Society will know, the quantity of

vnrecorded material in our countryside is enomous. The role of
the part-time archaeologist is crucial here, as the entire land-
scape needs detailed study in order to find and record new sites

in every part of Shropshire before they vanish as if they had

never been, The setting up of the Sites and Monuments Record
provides-a unique opportunity for ensuring that this information
is recorded for all time, and that more of our vulnerable stock

of importanﬁ'sitgs_are'saved for the,future,

.- Tan Burrow.

-The Society's views on the Department 6f'fhé'Environment

Feasibility Study of Proposed Developments atf Wroxeter were

‘sunmarised in the last issue of the News Sheet. Anyone inter-

ested in seeing the full text of the Society's submissions to the
Bepartment on the subject should contact the Hon. Secretavry,
Geoffrey Toms, 29 Mount Street, Shrewsbury.

. The site of the Tohg Castle remains is to the west of the village
-of Tong on the route of the proposed M54 Motorway, which will

destroy most of what remains. A survey and preliminary investig-

ation showed the existence below the ground of buildings in front

of the last castle building which was demolished in 1954, gt
Excavations on the site with volunteer labour took place every e
weekend from May till October 1976. Periods of oceupation from

period-has yet to be fully investigated.

" the 12th century to the 19th were revealed, though the earlier

The Earls of Mercia controlled Tong before the Norman Conguest
after which it was conferred on Roger of Montgomery who was
succeeded by his sons until they rebelled and were defeated.

King Henry I then bestowed it to Richard Belmies, Bishop of

London who was succeeded by his nephews, the last-of waom,
Phillip, was succeeded by his sons Phillip and Ranulf. Alice,
their sister, married Alan la Zouche, who, in combination with

the Belmeis family, controlled Tong Manor till the mid-13th
century. . The succession eventually passed to Alan. la Zouche whose

- sister married 'William de Harcourt. The daughters of William de
- Harcourt succeeded to the title, and Orabel de Harcourt married
- Henry de Pembrugge of Hereford in the late 13th century. The

Pembrugge family held the manor until the 15th century, when

~ Elizabeth de Pembrugge, Lady of Tong, married Sir Richard Vernon ¢

of Haddon in Derbyshire. The Vérnons held Tong until the late
16th century when the daughter of Sir George Vernon married

Sir Thomas Stanley son of the Earl of Derby. Sir Edward Stanley
succeeded to all the titles, and sold Tong Manor to Sir Thomas
Harris, who was: succeeded by his daughter Elizabeth., She married
the Hon. William Piermpoint of Thoresby, Notts., who was followed
by his grandsons Robert, William and Gervase, all successively
Earls of Kingston. The manor remained with the Pierrepoints
until the early 18th century when Evelyn, the last Earl of
Kingston sold it to George Durrant who built the last castle of
Tong. His castle was extended by his son George, in the 19th
century. The manor was sold to the Earl of Bradford in 1855,

and the castle was last inhabited before the 1914-18 war., It

was demolished in 1954.

Excavatiéhs revealed the foundation of the north east tower of

~ the castle which appears on an engraving of 1751. A section in
- the moat confirmed the use of the moat during the Ve:non/Kingston
~period, after which it was filled by demolition of the o0ld castle,

and by builders’ rubble from the Durrant building. Curtain wall
foundations were traced to the south of the tower foundations,
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and pottery found in the foundations dated from the 1hth and

- 15th centuries. The foundations of a north-west tower from

the 16th century Vernon castle were discovered, with evidence
to show that it was demolizhed during the Civil War and sub-
sequently rebuilt. Below the tower foundations and in the
natural bedrock were beam slot cuttings suggesting an entirely
different building during the Pemtrugge period. During machine -
worle, more of the curtain wall foundations were unccovered, and
the gatehouse was exposed, Some work was done on a 12/13th
century occupation area, and a domestic waste pit with 12th
century pottery was investigated. Con

-+ Further work =zt Tong will be carried out during 1977, and
~ofuller - reports of the 1976 excavatiohs will appear elsevhere.

o }Alan Wharton

*inThe.heat and dryness of the.summer added-to the physical
~difficulties of the excavation, and at times it had an almost

Near Eastern appearance, with a thick carpethofldusty sand, and
the parched fields around. In spite of this good progress was

m‘:made,;but whereas at the end of 1975 ve felt ve understood the
-main military structures associated with the defences, another

season's work has inevitably revealed complications which only

_.a much larger area excavation can clarify. The position as now
seen can be summarised chronologically as follows:-

1) There.is now eviderice from a ditch and other features of pre-
legionary phases. R . : e

S 2) It now seems that there is only a one peridd.rampart,

3) It is now possible to identify elements of what appears to be |
the early civil phases contemporary with the early baths below the
forum on .the other side of the street. It is evident that

attempts were made to lay foundations of what may be the early

¢ivil phase immediately following the military withdrawal and
demolition, : ) .

4) The next phase is the Hadrianic. scheme for the insula contem- -
porary with the Forum dated by its inscription.  The south west
corner had to be raised to allow for the floors to be level at
the street front. There was a large scale re-building at the
beginning of the fourth century when the other public

buildings had gone out of use, 3 '

5) The excavation area of the main street portico has bheen

extended to the south and more rubble platforms identified, but
the pottery and coins do not add to the evidence. - It has been a
season mainly of drawing and interpretation, lahour resources
being inadequate for further serious work. :

Graham Webster

A ground contour survey was carrieéd out during December 1976 and
a trial excavation revealed a sandstone wall under the mound with
material of the 13th and t4th centuries, TFurther investigations
have located a large rectangular building immediately beneath the

surface with soundings suggesting that the mound ¢onstruction was

the result of the building's demolition. TFurther work is
continuing, - - . o _ —_—
‘ o Alen Yharton =~

Barrie Trinder will be resigning as Hon. Editor of the News
Sheet as from the annual general meeting of the Archaeoclogical
Society in June.
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The field immediately to the east of the Roman building known as
Mhitley Chapel” (Grid. ref: SI457097) was ploughed for the first

. time within recorded memory in May 1976. An arca approxinately

100 by 50 metres revealed on the surface very black soil assoc-
iated with extensive Romano-British masonry, tile fragments,
cobbles, clinker and a few sherds of Severn Valley Ware. The
masonry elements on the surface were recognisabls in straight
stretches and appeared to represent demolished buildings which
could be associnted with Whitley Chapel. The site lies in a
combe on a small platsau c¢lose to the south bank of the Rea Brook.

Excavations undertaken in September 1976 established that the Roman
material, presumably from Whitley Chapel, was residual and was the
filling of a series of early 19th century field drains, dated by
two contemporary bricks; areas of dark soil were the result of
waterlogging, and the clinker had been brought from the engine
house of the 19th century YWelbatch: colllerJ, 800 metres to the
south, to be the infill of a more recent pipe drain trench,

) Apart from one 14th century sherd, no artefacts or pottery were

found earlier than-'the 17th century over the main avea of about
300 square metres, except for a- few scattered Roman-Brltlsh
sherds in topsoil. . : : -

 Subsequent excavations 50 metrés west of thé main site and within

100 metres of Whitley Chapel revealed a surface of laid small
stones and cobbles covering at least 35 square metres, in which
were embedded more than 100 small sherds of late Romano-British
pottery. The pottery was of two fabrics, Severn Valley Ware and

a soft red ware., Another 19th century drain had cut through this
surface and contained large fragments of Romen tile in its
infilling. It is intended to continue the excavations of this area.

The site of Whitley Chapel (excavated in 1893 and briefly reported
to be a bulldlng 12 by 10 metres) was exactly located by intensive
surface investigation.

Geoffrey Toms

Probably no county in Britain posses such a wide range of industrial
monuments of major importance as Shropshire. This summer the
Shropshire adult education service is arranging. an Industrial
Archaeology Festival, which will be part of its summer walks
programme. The Festlvul will last from 25 July to 6 August, and on
every day of the fortnight there will be walks or other events some-
where in the county. Some will be in the Ironbridge Gorge, where
they will supplement the facilities offered by the Museum. Others
will be in less well known areas of industrial archanologlcal
interest like the Clee Hills and Llanymynech. Tours in Shrewsbury
will give an opportunity to see the world's first multi-storied iron
framed building, and there will also be guided walks in the lead-
mining district around the Stiperstones. There will be some

evening meetings with well known speakers. The Festival is intended
a5 a 'do-it-yourself' summer school. Anyone with an interest in.
Industrial Archaeology can come to Shropshire during the fortnight,
stay in whatever accommodation may suit him, an hotel, a guest
house, a caravan site, -camping ground.or Youth Hostel, and know

that every day, somewhere in te county, there will be walks

taking him to places which he would probably not be able to see as
an individual. He can choose whichever he finds interesting, and
spend other days of his holiday visiting the Ironbridge Gorge Museun,
the Acton Scott Farm’ Museum, or other pemnanent attractions.

-0~
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THE NEW
DOMESDAY

WROXETER -~
ILLUSTRATIONS

OFFICERS OF
THE SOCIETY

OXFORD COURSLES
IN ARCHAEQIOGY

Everyone has heard of Domesday Book. Few know what it was, and
in general local historians have noit made good use of this
unique source. One difficulty has been that texts have been
difficult to come by, with the exception of the translations in
the early volumes of the Victoria County Histories, which are
beyond the pockets of many. This deficiency is now being
remedied by the publication of the first cheap edition of
Domesday, on a county-by-county basis, under the editorship

of John Morris. The Shropshire volume has yet to appear, but
among the first volumes to be published are thosefor Stafford-
shire and Warwickshire, which will be of interest to historians
in this county as neighbouring shires, and also beceuse in the
time of Domesday they included several parishes now in Shropshire.
The Domesday entries for Alveley, Brockton Grange, Cheswardine, '
Chipnall, Claverley, Sheriffhales, Kingsnordley, and YWorfield are
all to be found in the Staffordshire volumes, while the YWarwick-
shire volume includes Quatt, Romsley, Rudge and Shipley. The
Latin text and a modern English translation are printed side by
side, and there is a comprehensive index, which includes grid
references of places mentioned, some of which are no longer
sizeable seitlements, Domesday Book:23 Uarwickshire and Domesday
Book:2h Staffordshire, both edited by John Morris, are published

by Phillimore, the former at £3%.73% and the latter at £2.50. The
appearance of the Shropshire volume will be anticipated with
interest.

Mr J.A.Pagett, who is making a study of past illustraticesof the
Roman remains at Wroxeter on behalf of Dr. Graham Webster, would
be interested to hear of, and if possible to see any photographs
or other illustrations which members may know about or possess,
His address is: Mr J.A.Pagett, 48 Park Road, Donnington, Telford,
Salop. TF2 8LS.

Miss O.8,Nowman retired from her post as County Librarian in
October 1976, and at the same time as Hon. Librarian for the
Society. She has been succeeded as County Librarian by

Mr A.J.Crowe, who has kindly agreed to become Librarian to
the Society.

Mr C.A.Peele retired as Field Mectings Secretary in October 1976
after many years' service, and has been succeeded by
Mrs J.E.Beard.

Ve are grateful to Mr Crowe and Mrs Beard for taking on these
offices, and we give our warm thanks to Miss Newmsn and Hr Peele
for all their help in past yenrs to the Society,

The following courses are orgenised by the Oxford University
Department for External Studies, Full details may be obtained
from the Director, Oxfordshire University Department for External
Studies, Rewley House, 3-7 Wellington Sguare, Oxford.

15-17 April., The Archaeclogy of Mercian Towns (including
Shrewsbury), at Rewley House, Oxford.

6~8 May. Coins and Archacology, at Rewley House, Oxford,

14-15 May. New Approaches to the Archaeology of Cemeteries,
at Rewley House, Oxford.

16-2% July. The Medieval Buildings of Oxford.

At Rewley House, Oxford, included in the Summer Shool for
Adult SBtudents.

16 July - 20 August. Training Ixcavations at Middleton Stoney,
Oxfordshire.
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EDITORIAL

This is my first attempt at producing a newsletter and T hope members will forgive
any lack of literary prowess which mignt be discernible. It is difficult to follow
in the steps of one such as Barrie Trinder but I hope to uphold the same aims which
he initiated by publishing as much information as possible on all aspects of
archaeology, local history and vernacular buildings whilst not duplicating the work
of the Transactions. As you will be aware I cannot do this without your help. It
is esgential in a newsletter of this kind to achieve as much variety as possible to
cater for the interests of every member. When articles began to arrive they were
few in rumber and my worst fear was that the end result would be somewhat biased in
favour of below ground archaeclogists. The final result has disproved this =o to
save further such initial fears could I meke a plea nct only for expedition in
sending in information (at least four weeks before the proposed date of issue) but
also that more members who are engaged on research send me a short report for
inclusion without prejudicing their future publication plans. I note from the
recent "local History - Research in Progress in the West Midlands"*: that nc fewer
than twenty three research precjects encompassing archaeclogical and documentary
techniques have taken place in Shropshire in the last year. Whilst I tremble at
the thought of editing all twenty three I would like toc see even more variety of
topic in the next newsletter.

* Obtainable from Robin Chaplin, M.A., Staff Tutor for Midland History, Department
of Extramural Studies, University of Birmingham, FO Box 363, Birmingham B15 2TT
at a cost of 50p plus postage (15p).

-Carole Ryan.
® % *
SHROPSHIRE ARCHAEIOGICAL SOCIETY FIELD MEETINGS
The following field meetings have been arranged for 1978:-

ALPRIL 28th-30th  An Archaeological Tour of the Chilterns based at 8t Albans.
This field trip is at present fully beuked but anyone wishing
‘to check for cancellations should contact Mrs J.E.Beard,
6 Fnglish Bridge Court, Shrewsbury on Shrewsbury 62895,

MAY 13th Bridgnorth Town Walk and a visit to a country house in the
vicinity together with a neighbouring church.
Leader - James Iawson; Transrort - Coach;  Cost = £1.40 per person.

JUNE 10th Visit to St. Fagans Folk Museum, Cardiff.
Transport - Coach; Cost - £3.00 per person.

JULY 8th Archaeclogical Tour of the Breiddens.

Leader - Chris Musscn, Director of the Clwyd-Fowys Archaeclogical
Trust; Transport - members cars.

SEPTEMBER 46th The Mining Areas of the Stiperstones and Srailbeach etc.
Leader - David Pannett; Transport - Coach; Cost - £1.40 per person.

DETATLS of these meetings will be available in April from Mrs J.E.Beard, 6 Fnglish
Bridge Court, Shrewsbury on receipt of a stamped addressed envelope.

* * * * *

EXCAVATION REFORTS (INTERIM)

WEOXETER 1977

An excellent season was marred only by a few wet days at the end which hampered
drawings and photography. The problem of relating deep structures in small dis-
cornmected areas was this year felt more acutely and there is now a pressing need
to excavate as much as pessible of the internal colonnade of the macellum.
Our advances in knowledge this year can be summarised:-
1. The military pericd

z) The pre-fortress levels produced nothing new except more of the E - W ditch
in both directions.
b) The light brush-wood laid in a criss-cross manner at the base of the rampart
which had puzzled ws on the S side of the sifte was located below the macellum
courtyard, and is now seen as the actual base of the rampart, which we had prev-
iougly considered to be at a higher level where more normal and substantial log
strapping had been found. It is now clesr that the base of the rampart was laid




prior te the placing of the interval tower, since its post-pits cut through it, but -

from this height the rampart was built round the standing structure. The N-E post of

the tower was located below a macellum wall, part of the foundations of which had
fallen into it as the post had rotted below the point at which it had been sawn away.
The width of the tower is now seen to be 3.4m and was possibly intended to be 12 Roman
ft. square. From this it could be conjected that the full width of the rampart was
between 9 and 10m and of this as much as &m had been cut back for the insertion of
the rampart buildings, leaving only sufficient space for the palisade and patrol
track at the top. We do not however know as yet whether the fort had & front of a
vertical timber revettment or if there was one with sloping turf. At the south end
it was discovered that the cutting back of the rampart had gone beyond the S limit
of the stone rampart building, but the length of the removed rampart had been
replanned with new turfwork. Little of this had however survived, since there had
been a further cutting away of the rampart in the form of a shallow scoop deepening
to the S. The purpose of this is not yet known, but it may be related to the
reduction of the rampart below the S. range of the macellum for the insertion of a
layer of red sandstone, half a metre thick. This tails off to the E. where it is
interleaved in to the intervallum roads covering the lower three but being overlaid
by the final surface. This activity is also seen to be associated with the construce
tion layer of the rampart building, for this is similarly positioned. No further
light was shed on the earlier timber rampart buildings, since they did not appear in
the E.W. trench in the macellum courtyard, although the rampart had been cut back to
accommodate themj; only the N. internal colonnade of the macellum can provide thé
answers Nor is it yet clear how the vertical face of the cut-back rampart was held
in position, since there is no evidence for a timber revettment. The intervallum
road is now seen to have four periods and there appears to be a timber drain on the
W, side of the early period along the E. edge of the foundation of the E. wall of
the stonre intervallum building, but this needs confirmation.

Work on the centurial block at the S-E corner of the site has been made difficult
by the large number of features in a small area (3m by ém). The latest count is
seven timber and clay walls and eight pits. The final phase is a large V-shaped
trench full of clay wall debris, a continuation of an alignment from the E. where
it was conjectured that this and similar trenches were for demolishing a large
building of the final phase.

2., Civil Period

The most important advance in knowledge was the clay and timber buildings in the
N. corridor., These were built immediately over the military Gemolition and presittia
ebly are houses of the early town, built scon after A.D.90, and in turn demolished to
make way for the Hadrianic development. At present these houses have been found only
in the N, corridor ahd S. range and there is no trace of them in the central area of
the macellum. Crossing the macellum is a N-S construction trench which continues the
line of the E, wall of the large two~room building to the N. of the macellum, In
places it is filled with red sandstone and was evidently intended as a foundation.
Its depth is the same as the foundations of the macellum walls, and it cuts through
the early civil features. This can now be seen tc have been a change of planning
in the Hadrisnic scheme, the first plan being to continue the range fronting the
street but this was altered for the insertion of the macellum, and this change is
most probably to be associated also with sand-filled trenches found elsewhere. A
rew plan has been drawn by Barry Ecclestone bringing together the military buildings
in the piscina area with those below the macellum.

Grgham Webster,

TONG CASTLE - April 1978
The work on the site of the Keep continued with the excavation of the Well last
September, The 14th and 15th century levels produced leatherwork wooden bowl
sections, lengths of iron chain links, general iron and woodwork, pottery, a worke
man's knife, a key, horseshoesa hammer, a stone chisel and a complete pewter ewer,
The latter item was later identified as an ecclesiastical cruet for use during Mass,

Further excavation during the winter located a small building with corner buttresses
on the S.W. edge of the inner ditch cutting, which along with a cruciform patterned
floor tile may suggest a small manorial chapel. The Liehfield Diocesan Records show
a payment by Fulk de Pembrugge in the 14th century for services at Tong Manor and
this may be the reason for the pewter cruet being on the site.

The winter weather has forced all the excavating towards the extreme western ares
of the site where the foundations of a 13th or 14th century tower have been located,
Excavation continued at the weekends until Faster on the site of the Kee s when the

well was further excavated in an attempt to find its construction date and that of
the surrounding building. ‘
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she site may be visited on any Sunday with access via the Convent lodge on the A4
‘Newport to Wolverhampton Road where cars may be parked. Follow the track past the
~ Lodge and through the woodlands onto the site and onto the footpath around the
excavation to the current area of excavation. Please check with the Dirscter of
Excavations on Shrewsbury 61196 that it is convenient to visit the site prior to
making a visit,

Alan Wharton _

Mediaeval Research Group of the Archaeolegical Soc.

Rowleys Mansion,

Hills ILane,

Shrewsbury.

The Roman Auxiliary Fort downstresm of Vircconium (Wroxeter) 8J 563077,

centre of 5 acre fort,
Work done towards the end of 1976 revealed the entrance opposite the river., A4s
-suggested by the gmerial photographs the cuter small ditches had collapsed in this
area btut the wider inner ditch was found. A transverse section fortunately revealed
the northern butt end, ragged and dished, the shallow extremity partly filled with
those large cobbles which had originall been set round it. 15 metres opposite,
across a depressed and rutted street, was a transverse section of the south contin-
uation of this ditch. The ditch was 3 metres wide, V shaped, lined with thick red
clay and 2.78 metres deep. From the silt of each section pottery was retrieved. The
present river edge is 25 metres from this ditch. The natural slope from the present
edge rises 3 metres in 19 metres and then only 9 metres to the Eyton-Wroxeter road.
This final steep fall necessitated the placing of a compact mixture of sand and clean
silt to produce a level surface on which pave could be laid. This came to an abrupt
end about 8 metres extérnal to the inmer ditch and on either side of the wern
entrance this clean material was found and sectioned, It contained no artifacts.
But on it, beyond the inner ditch, the intervallum road was very well preserved and
showed a slight camber, The pavé was better preserved external to the inmer ditch
on the south side than on the north. Iying on the surface was a breken querastone,
a gocd voussoir and some masonry Iragments, Further work in this ares was prevented
by excessive rgin and the farmer's requirements,

We turned our attention to the grass verge opposite the river exit. Due to downhill
ploughing in post-Roman times a lynchet had developed, beyond which the ground was
practically level to the river's edge. A4 transverse section was set out infternal to
the lynchet and parallel to the fort exit. Below top soil a denss layer, growing
blacker with depth, matched strange shadows on the aerial photographs. At a depth
of 2.75 metres blue clay was noted. The black material seemed to be either rubbish
thrown from the fort or the sludge produced by rocking boats in a creek or small
harbour, or both. Therefore another section at right angies to this was laid out.
Beneath the lynchet and other top soil two distinct flood levels were noted and at a
distance of 5.5 metres the black sludge began to fade out as though the river had
flushed the rubbish away. A fine champleve belt buckle was found with quantities of
pottery, glass, wood, ash, iron and furnace slag, the whole indicating occupation up
to Hadrianic times. Samples are being examined for insect remains, food remnants,
and ova and cysts of intestinal diseases of men and animals.

The fact that the street and build up ceases in a ragged fashion on a steep slope
some distance from the closer, older river edge does suggest that a bridge may have
exizted here until or after Wales was contained by Roman troops in Hadrianic times.
The later pottery possibly indicates civilian occcupation for a short time.

A W.J.Boughton
- Roman Research Group of
Aug. 1977 Shropshire Archasologicsl Society

WHITCHURCHE AREA ARCHAROIOGICAL GROUP
Fxcavations at the Horse and Jockey Inn, Whitchurch, March 1978.

When it was known that the land adjoining the Horse and Jockey Inn was to be
developed into a beer garden and possible extension to the car park it was recognised
that there was a possibility that archaeological levels would be revealed and
destroyed.

The Committee of the Whitchurch Area Archeseological Group therefore felt that some
limited trial excavations shovld be carried out on the land owned by John Smith's
Tadcaster Brewery Ltd. Permission was granted by the Brewery and the Licencees,
Izn and Sheila Campbell, who were very keen to co-operate with the losn of stables
and other amenities essential for the running of the excavation.. The 'dig' was
entirely financed and run by volunteer members of the Group under the superv151on
of Richard Griffiths, the Group's Field Officer.

3



The extent of the excavation was limited to the land immediately adjoining the east:
wall of the Horse and Jockey. This site was formerly occupied by a cottage-cum-shop:
which had been built in the 1830's. The cottage had a cellar which was filled in
between 1910 and 1928 and levelled up for the laying of a tiled floor, the archae-
ological levels in the cellar area having been thus destroyed down to the natural
Whitchurch sand.

The east wail of the cottage had been built, utilisiag a timber framed wall belonging
to a 17th century building destroyed by the builders of the later cotiage, which also
incorporated a more substantial early 18th century wall of the Horse and Jockey. The
footing trench of this wall had cut through two levels of zobbled yard and contained
a good group of late 17th and early 18*+h century pottery.

The upper layer of cobbles had been associated with the 17th century building and a
sleeper beam complete with packing had still survived under the floor of the 1830's
cottage. The scanty clay floor of the 17th century building overlay a burnt clay
floor of an earlier 14th century medieval building, of which three of the wall packing
stones remained. These stones represented the line of the N.W. and S.W. walls (it
is hoped to include them in the lay-out of the proposed beer garden). The 14th
century floor had been disturbed in the 16th and 17th centuries but a substantial
ampunt had survived; its surface was ¢f a hard packed clay which had been burnt in
certain areas suggesting that they may have been hearths within the building. Daub
from the walls gtill lay on the floor where it had fallen whern the building was
destroyed. To the north and north east was a cobble surfaced slope of the house
platform. The cobbling was constructed to proiect the platform from erosion and it
had certainly done its Jjob here, for the natural sandy subsoil still survived to
almost street level.

The cocbbled area had been cut by numerous pits in the late 17th and 18th centuries;
from these were recovered some remarkable groups of post-medieval potiery and clay
tobacco pipe stems and bowls with a similar date range.

Under the medieval cobbling was a breken 2nd century Roman wine flagon which had
been buried in the natursl subsoil,, but had been disturbed in the medieval period
when the cobbling was laid and some of the fragments lost. When it was trowelled up
for photography it was noted that there were traces of bone ash in and around the pot
from which it can be deduced that it may have been a Roman cremation burisl. The
finding of fthis possible cremation may suggest that this site is out51de the confines
of Roman Whitchurch.

The area under the medieval features was investigated for signs of earlier occupation
but this proved negative, the only sign of the Roman occupation on the site, apart
from the cremation, was a coin of Constantine the Great and a few sherds of

residual pottery.

These excavations have been of great archaeological interest and have produced some
gocd groups of stratified medieval pottery, which are very rare in Whitchurch., It
has aiso helped to define the extent of Roman habitation in the town.

It is heped that in future when other sites come under threat they will be
investigated by the Whitchurch Area Archaeclogical Group so that present gsps in
the town's hisiory may be filled.

Richard Griffiths.

Site Supervisor and Archaeologicsl

Field Officer.

WoAA.G.

COUNTY COUNCIL INVOIVEMENT IN ARCHAKOIOGY

Since the last News Sheet a number of changes have taken place in the organisation
of rescue archaeology in the West Midlands region. The chief of these has been the
winding up of WEMRAC which has become a casualty of the financial constrainis under
which the DoE is now operating, and of a feeling that the time had come for a re-
structuring of the executive side of archaeolegical work in the area. It will be
some time before a new structure emerges, but the latest DoE document Rescue
Archaeology ~ the Next Phase firmly comes down in favour of Regional Units funded
rmainly by the Dok, with local authorities undertaking sites and monuments records,
survey and small-scale salvage and rescue operations.

With the disazppearance of WEMRAC, the Shropshire Sites and Monuments Record has been
taker more closely under the wing of the County Council. Most of the cost of the
work iz still funded by the DoE, but the staff who compile the Record are now
employed on short-term contracts by the County. 3By the time this News Sheet appears
a second Field Officer, Alan Tyler, will have started work in the County. Mr Tyler
has been doing research on Roman mining in Wales at University College, Cardiff,

and will be a valusble addition %o the local archaeclogical scene.

l+°
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ae Record itself is »rogressing steadily. A welcome development has been the

- /gradusl integration of information on buildings into the system. The ingrained

“attitude which perceives 'buildings' and 'archaeology' as separate things stems
largely from the separste way they are treated in law, but they are interdependent
elements in the study of the past and need to be considered jointly, both academ-
ically and in local government policy-moking. Much of the basic and tedious clerical
work has been done by Job Creation labour and over half of the 5,000 or sc Listed
Buildings in the County are now on cards.

Small piecemeal threats continue. Several cropmark sites are affected by developments
in the near or longer-term future, The important cropmark complex Jjust north of the
Wroxeter defences has been damaged by a farm drainage scheme -~ the sort of threat

that cammnot be countered by local govermment as it does not fall within planning
regulations. Two sites at Maesbury are affected by a gas pipeline, and another at
Iudlow is being destroyed by the bypass. The great frustration at present is our
inability to react adequately to these threats once attempts to avert them have
failed.

The involvement of the County Council in archaeology has also taken a step forward
in that the County Museum Service has reguested funds from the DoE for rescue projects
in the financial year 1978-9. Thus for the first time the County itself is taking
the initiative to record information on sites suffering damage, and this should be
welcomed by the Society.

Izn Burrowa

Of the 25 planning applications referred to the County Planning Department since the
issue of Archaeological Record Maps to District Councils, 6 have resulted in watcning
briefs, 2 in a limited investigation and the remainder have necessitated no action
save for o reminder to owners %o keep a watchful eye on the work for the presence of
features or artifacts, in areas where the archaeclogical deposits are thought to be
fringe and not warranting a watching brief, Statutory bodies alsc have copies of the
maps and as a result Colstey Bank has been scheduled as an Ancient Monument; the
laying of a gas pipeline at Maesbury Marsh has resulted in a small excavation, and a
watching brief was carried out at Robury Ring, Wentnor in response to work being
done by the Midlands Electricity Board.

Editor.

Buildings on the Sites and Mornuments Record

The aim of adding buildings to the Sites and Monuments Rccord is to maximise the
archaeological and historical perspecitive of rural and urban areas, particularly the
former, The buildings are studied by necessity in relation to planning applications
referred to the County Planning Department for specialist advice, and of the 20 or
so buildings investigated from primary scurces (i.e. the building and ite context)
13 have been purely vernacular, 12 of an industrial archaeology nature, and two have
been chapels, the remainder falling into the polite architecture category. The
highest proportion of the vernzcular buildings are small yeoman farmhouses which
reflects not only their predominance in the County but also the popularity for
conversion of small manageable units in a2 rural context., Thc high number of
industrial buildings is accounted for by the mony watermills still extant in the
county and to their popularity for conversion to residential and other uses. It is
therefore extremely important that all the watermills in the County are fully
recorded in the near future as the condition of many of them is deplorable and it is
often difficult to retain the machinery interacting with the structure in a
conversion to residential use. The Record also acts as a clearing house for other
recorders in the County, of which Mrs Moran is the most prolific. In addition to
this, buildings previocusly studied by the Ordnance Survey Archaeclogical Section
have been added to the Record.

It must be stressed that the reports are by necessity of a non-extensive nature
and do not encompass measured drawings, except in a few cases where this has been
warranted by cvenis.

Editor.

THE ARCHAFOIOGY OF VEENACULAR BUILDINGS

Work continues on the appraisal and recording of vernacular architecture in the
County. During the summer a number of domestic buildings in the Wrekin District
and in the Clun Valley were exsmined together with outliers in other districts.

Minor records of buildings are passed on to the Sites and Monuments Record based in
the County Planning Department, Shirehall, Shrewsbury, where the information is
collated in a2 retrievable form in corder to facilitate comparative studies. Nore
detailed recording to the standards of the Royal Commission on Histerical
Monuments is done whenever possible and passed on to them for inclusion in the
naticnal record.

5



There is a great need for assistance in this type of work and both the Editor and
Mrs Moran would be grateful to hear from anyone who feels they could assist,
particularly from those who have previously attended the courses of lectures in the
subject given in various parts of the County in previous years. The following are

a few of tgigbuildings which have been closely exXamined in the last year.
&7

8%E
)(The 01d House@%arm, Brown Heath, loppington.

A full recording of this building was made in resporse to a threat of demolition,.

It was found to be partly of cruck construction with a later c¢ross-wing. Fortunately
the building was upgraded and added to the list of buildings of special architectural
and historic interest as a result of the findings and the threat was averted. It

has now been restored. An account of the recordlng will be published in a later
volume of the Transactlons. :

The 014 ?%op, ﬁ%merwood Unton Magns.

><Aga1n this was due for demolition and was found to be a small, late, open hall,
‘guite low on the social scale and with cregloft at one end and an intact timber
framed smoke hood (fumbrell) at the other, the whole representing a remarkable
survival. This house was also upgraded and saved and it is hoped to publish an
account of it in a volume of the Transactions.

‘3%Hblly Rozd, Little Dawley.

A group of buildings here were also threatened, recorded and upgraded as they proved
to be of hlstorlc merit. One of the buildings was of c¢ruck construction.

Nos. 7 3 & %%a Vle Cop, Shrewsbury (continuation of the Henry Tudor House).

These buildings were in a dilapidated condition. They were bought privately and are
being most carefully restored by the owner and his architect. An open hall,
complete with louvre ownening and smcke-blackened roof timbers was found at the

rear, and a crown post rcof at the front. 4n added bonus was the collecticen of
medieval pottery and bones found on the site during excavation of trenches by

the electricity board.

A Summer School on Vernacular Architecture in Shropshire will be held at Preston
Montford Field Centre, August 7th-11th., It will consist of talks, visits and
practical recording sessions and will cover menor houses, farmhouses and cottages.
Betails may be obtained from the Warden of the Field Centre. The Course Director
is Mrs Moran.

A Weekend School on Shropshire Vernacular Architecture will be held at Preston
Montford Field Centre, May 12th-14th and will be an introduction to Vernacular
Architecture with visits %o villages. The Course Director is Roy Beard, and
details can be obtained from the Field Centre.

A Day Conference, the second of its kind, on the Vernacular of the West Midlands was
held at the Department of Extra-Mural Studies, University of Birmingham, in April.
The meeting was addressed by Mrs Morsn and the Editor.

Mrs Madge Moran

Szlvage Recording

In November 1977 the unfortunate and precijibate dJdemolition of Colcham Row,
Shrewsbury necessitated a hurried and conseguently a rather unsatisfactory rescording.
Despite the adverse conditions and falling mzsonry it was possible to take some
fifty black and white photographs and produce a short report together with a ground
floor plan of No's 3-6 to forward to the Royal Commission. Part of the row was
found to be of an unusual interlocking construction, adjacent cottages sharing the
same stairwell. Another unusual feature was the re-used timber frame, which had
previously coantained an infill of wattle and daub. -The origin and date of the row
is still obscure.

Iizison with the Royal Commission on Historical Monuments

The County Planning Department continue to liaise closely with the Royal Commission
to ensure that they are kept fully informed of buildings under threat in order that
maximum use can be made of their presence in the area. The need, however, for full
measured drawings continues and an application was submitted to the Job Creation
Scheme. This unfortunately came at the end of many such applications and was not
successful, Attempts continue to obtain Government sponsored lsbour for this
project. In the meantime I would be grateful if I could be kept informed of any
building under threat, particularily from neglect and decay, in order that prior-
ities can be constantly revised.

The Editer
Shrewshury 222332
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JALL, FINDS _
An unusual feature of 1977 and early 1978 has been the number of small finds which
‘have made exciting press news. It is not the intention here to describe these fully
as 1t is hoped to produce a more extensive report in the Society's Transactions.
They are as follows:-

A Gold Noble found by Mr T.Gould of the Shrewsbury and District Metal Detecting Club
on Haughmond fruit farm whilst searching for rings lost by strawberry pickers. The
land was formerly part of Haughmond Abbey Estate and was an enclosed deer park
covered with woodland and scrub. A special treasure trove ingquest decided that the
coin (used during the reign of Edward IIT, between 41356 and 1361) had been accidently
lost by its former owner and was not therefore treasure trove i.e. it had not been
deliberately hidden or concealed. The coin was valued at £325.,

Stone Axe and Mace Head found on land belonging to C.Bebbington, Dearnford Hall,
Tilstock Road, Whitchurch, when harvesting potatoes in August 15977. Thought to be
ceremonial in nature they are at present undergoing petrological examination after
being brought to the attention of Whitchurch Archaeological Group.

Gold Coin of Corio, found by Mrs Janet Middle of Pontesford Hill in a ditch that was
being dug on her land. The coin is gold stater minted by the tribe of the Dobunni,
shortly before the Roman Conquest and of a high value even in the tribal area of its
origin - Gloucestershire and the Cotswolds., It is unlikely that it was ever used for
everyday transactions. It is thought to be a coin of Corio and dated within the
limits of A.D 43 ang 47,

Editor.

Notes on topics related to small finds

The sub-committee of the Society has been in discussions with the curator of the
Shrewsbury Museums over the possible greater use of Rowley's Mansion. The society
has a great historical interest in the archaeclogical collections and hopes to take
“an active and constructive part in its future.

The growth of the hobby of metal detecting has led to the development of two metal
detector clubs in the county. It is impossible not to feel some unease at this new
pastime's growth, but rather than ignore it in the hope that it will go away, the
sub-committee has decided to establish relations with the clubs, and Ian Burrow and
Alan Tyler regularly attend evening meetings of the Shrewsbury Metal Detecting Club
to give advice on areas the Club wish to search, and to identify finds. Some may
regard any contact with a hobby that is devoted solely to the recovery of objects of
historic or monetary value as unethical, but it is felt that an implacably hostile
attitude on the part of archaeologists will only make the problem worse., The
Shrewsbury Club have a code of practice which respects archaeological sites, and

we must hope that this development will continue.

TIan Burrow.
FUTURE EXCAVATIOKS

It isg%ggﬁ% that the summer excavation programme will include the following sites:-
T 5 G : .
| /waigg's Hall,z%%;ewsbury - The County Council under the aegis of the County Museum

Service are seeking a grant from the Department of the Environment to supplement the
understanding of the above ground structure so far by an investigation of below
ground deposits, in July/August 1978. It is now thought that the main L shaped range,
which abuts the Town Wall, can be ascribed to c. 1589, The exact date and function
of the earlier wing, which may be a solar for a hall structure (the latter having
been replaced by a later range) is still uncertair. The proposed excavation
represents an important advance in the desire to link below ground deposits with the
above ground evidence, as does the proposed investigation of:-~

Wb 1O L
Madeleygé%urt%ﬁ%elford ~ Restoration work on this building has continued throughout

the winter months and features hitherto undiscovered have come to light. The Royal
Commission on Historical Monuments were invited to record the building and have
suggested various building phases, viz a Stone house of the 13th century, much
altered and enlarged in the 16th century. It hes a medieval wing running east and
west, and another, medieval and later, running south from the eastern end of the
first. It is two storeys and attic over a basement that opens cnto ground level on
the north side. Throughout the Middle Ages, Madeley Court was the property of .
Wenlock Abbey, and it is possible that it was a monastic grange.

In response to this the Telford Development Corporation are sponsoring a 'stone by -
stone' recording of the building and an investigation of the adjacent 'below ground
deposits' in July/August 1978, under the direction of Bob Meeson who has done
valnable work on the interrelated aspects of above and below ground archaeology in
Tamworth, Staffordshire,
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In toth cases it is hoped to produce a monograph illustrating the 'total archaec:.

of the sites. In the case of Rigg's Hall, Nigel Baker, the proposed Director of &
Excavation will be working closely with the County Architect's team responsible for. .
the restoration of the building who have already produced detailed drawings of the
structural elements,

Please note that neither of these sites will be 'open to the public' beeause they are
votentially dangerous from the point of view of falling masonary. 1% may be possible
for the Society to organise a group visit to the excavations at some point during

the course of the investigations. '

Wombridge Priory - Telford Development Corporstion are aleo sponsoring a rescue
excavation on this site in April/May. A possible medieval mill is threatened by a
drainage scheme and the excavation will be under the direction of Martin Carver,

Tong Casﬁle - It is possible that excavation on this site may continue in the summer
months, Mr Wharton, the Director of Excavations welcomes visitors to the site, but
please check with him for convenience on Shrewsbury 61196.

Wroxeter Fort « The Society normally sponsor a small excavation here during the
summer months in addition to the work of Graham Webster znd Phil Barker (see below).

Wroxeter — Baths Basilica - 4 training excavation will take place here during August.
Subsistence will be paid to volunteers attending for a fortnight or more. Details
from P.A.Barker, MA, FSA, 4 5t Georges Sguare, Worcester WR1 1HX.

Wroxeter ~ Market Hall - A training excavation will take place during August. Terms
similar to above. Details from Dr. Graham Webster, Department of Extra Mural
Studies, University of Birmingham, P.0, Box 363, Birmingham B15 2TT. Please mark -
velunteers, '

Hen Domen - 26th June - 15th July 1978. These three weeks will be a training
excavation. Preference will be given to those with previous field experience.
Details from P.A. Barker {as above).

THZ WORK CF IOCAL GROUPS

One of the most pleasing aspects of the Society's recent functions has been liaison
with local groups some of whom have increased their activities by leaps and bounds
in recent months. One of the most active of these local groups is the «

Whitchurch Area Archacological Group, with a membership of 90 which has more than

dcubled since December and is stiil increasing. This group interest themselves in

all aspects of archaeologicel and local history research of the town of Whitchurch

and its surrcunding area. They hold monthly meetings in the winter which have ranged

from quizzes on archaeological artifacts to talks on individual excavations and

methods of studying lecal histery and building history. During the winter months

an active group has participated in a field walking programme on Sunday mornings

and their proposed areas of work include the following:w

a) Compiling an index to the Whitchurch Herald which will be useful for local

" history studies, ' ‘

b) A study of field names in the Whitchurch area using information in the County
Record Office. S :

¢) An intensive study of the town of Whitchurch to decide on pricrities for the
investigation of historic buildings and below ground deposits.

d) Excavations of small areas of Whitchurch which are about to be-developed.

Regular monthly meetings during the summer will take thé form of "Village Walks!'

embracing features of archaeclogical and local history interest, as follows:-

Thursday, May 11th - A4 tour of the Maelor conducted by Mrs Sunter Harrisom.
Thursday, June 8th -~ A visit to Malpas led by Mr David Hayns. '
Thursday, July 13th - A visit to Ash under the guidance of Mr Ted Lewis.

For further details about the group's activities, membership and details of
transport etc., for the Village Walks please write directly to the Secretary,
¥rs Christine Kemp, 3 Rydal Avenue, Whitchurch, Salop. Tel: Whitchurch 3968,

The Alveley Historical Society. This group are particularly interested in cartow
graphic and documentary research in Alveley and Romsley. They have held exhibitions
of old photographs at local verues and in September 1977 they liaised closely with
the County Plamning Department concerrning aspects of future research on the develop-
ment of the settlement of Alveley and its environs. As a result of this they
extracted sufficient information to mount a small exhibition in October 1977 to
illustrate the need for a conservation ares in Alveley. One of the members,

Robert J.Tolley, has published a report on the architectural importance of
buildings in Centre Place, Alveley and is keenly interested in the vernacular
development of the settlement.

For details of membership please contact Mrs P.M.Valsler, & Bridge Road, Alveley,
Bridgnorth. 8.
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AIISTORICAL RESEARCH GRGUP AT IUDIOW

 Under the auspices of the Ludlow Civic Society a small but enthusiastic Historical
Research Group bhas been working in Iudlow for the last twelve months, studying two

of the town's most important streets, Broad Street and Corve Street., The group has
net fortnightly and members have worked principally on property deeds, tax assessments,
Girecteries and other records. Small groups have made visits to the Public Record
Office in london and to the Herefordshire Record Office, to study wills and
inventories, and to the Shropshire Record Office, where the voluminous archives of

the Ludlow Corporation are lodged, and where private collections of deeds and other
documents are available for consultation. A good dezl of field work has also been
undertaken, particularly to study and map pariicular buildings.

A large number of Iudlow properties once belonged to the Pelmer's Guild, and at the
Guild's dissolution in 1551 these passed to the Borough Corporation who retained them
until the mid-nineteenth century. Relevant information has been abstracted by the
group from neariy all the post-1552 leases which were issued at intervals of 31 years
or less, and a start has been made on those of earlier date, most of which are in
Latin but set out in standard formats. Many registers of leascholders and rentals

of their propertics also survive, and before 1600 the latter also include sll those
who paid rent charges or sock rents. Burgage rentals for freehold properties also
survive for 1470, 482, 1619 and 1669, the latter two being especially informative,
listing previous owners and often giving useful locational details. The information
thus available is usually sufficient to enable leasehold and freehold properties to
be fitted together in their correct sequence for each street and the various tax
assessments - the poll taxes of 1667 and 1689, the hearth tax of 1672 and the window
toxes, land taXes and poor laws rates of the eighteenth century - enable the
resulting sequences to be checked and amplified. It is clear that these technigues,
refined and modified in the light of the first year's experience, can be applied to
the whole town and the town fields, eventually enabling town plans to be drawn for
various periods - for rno detailed map of Iundlow exists before that of Jokn Wood

made in 1835,

Using wills and inventories, parish registers and other sources, much work has also
been done on the femilies associated with each property, and on their occupations,
soclal class and lifestyles. Ultimately, this materizl will enable informed
analysis to be made of many facets of the town's social and economic life, and of
its demogrophic structure.

We see the continuation of this work as a long term project of great potential.
Local 'Open Evenings' are being held in Iudiow this autumn to arouse further
interest. Anyone who would like to be associated in any way, nrow or at some future
date, should contact either David Lloyd (5% Pickwick Grove, Moseley, Birmingham
B13 OLN, tel: 021/777/6684) or Dr. Martin Speight (21 Raven Lene, Ludlow).

DadoLe
M.S.

RICENT PUBLICATIONS

Harding, d.w. ed. Hillforts. Ister prehistoric earthworks in Britain and Ireland.
Academic Press 1976, £24,00

Sixteen experts contributed papers to this book. These include three of great
local interest. H.N.Savory's paper on Welsh hillforts is a re-appraissl of the
region in the light of recent research. Graeme Guilbert has written an account of
an area excavation in the interior of Moel y Gaer in Flintshire, while Chris Musson
reports on Excavations at the Breiddin, 1969-73.

Burl, 4. Ihe stone circles of the British Isles. Yale U.P. 1976. £10.00.

This book is the first comprehensive and serious account of an important and
perennialy fascinating group of prehistoric monuments. It contains a gazetteer of
all sites in Britain dmcluding five in Shropshire,

St Joseph, J.K.S. ed. The uses of air photography. Baker. 1977. £9.50.

FPhotographs taken from the air are used for a great range of purposes from
spotting diseased plants to detecting geological formations. However, the papers
on Air photography and archacology by Dr St Joseph and Air photography and history
by MoD.Knowles will be of most interest to members of this Society.

Wilson, D«R. ed. Aerial reconnaissance for archaeology CBA 1975 £8.00,

This volume contains papers given at a Symposium in April 1974. The subjects
covered include techniques, interpretation, availability and use made of information
from aerial photographs. Though mainly concerned with this country, Belgium and
France are the subjects of two interesting papers.
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Biddle, M. ed. Winchester in the early middle ages. OUP 1976, £25.C0. *

u
For fiteen years the Winchester Excavations Committee has carried on the most
comprehensive archacological and historical enquiry ever attempted in an English or
North Burcopean city. The results are being prepared by the Research Unit for
publication in a series of volumes that will provide a full account of the life,
buildings and natural enviromment of Winchester during 2000 years of its existence.
This is the first volume to be published.

Brook, ¥ The industrial archaecclogy of the British Isles. 1. The West Midlands.
Bateford. 4977. £6.95.

The author provides a short historical survey of the major industries of the
area as an introduction to his lists of sites arranged by county, Shropshire is
dealt with in 25 pages.

Trinder, B "The most extrsordinary district in the world'. DPhillimore. 1977. £4.05,
Mr Trinder has collected contemporary accounts by visitors to Ironbridge and

Coalbrookdale in the eighteenth and ninetéenth centuries. The book is illustrated

by modern photographs of surviving sites as well as by eaxrly prlnts and drawings.

Cossons, N and Sowden, H Ironbridge: landscape of industry. Cassell. 1977. £15.00,
- This is a pictorial record of details of street furniture, roofs, back yards
and steps in Ironbridge. Mr Sowden's photographs have been beautifully reproduced.

Rayska, U Victorian and Edwardlan Shropshire from old photographs. Batsford,
1977. £4.25,

This book contains nearly 150 photographs taken in Shropshire before the first
world war. They record 1life on the land, in industry, at school, in villages and

- towns.

Colyer, R.J. The Welsh cattle drovers. Univ. of Wales Press. 1976, £5.00.

The organisation of droving is described and the various drove roads indentified
and discussed. Though much of the information in the book relates to the nineteenth
century, the trade is traced back into the middle ages. As the drove roads cross
Shropshire, there is much information in the book to interest local historians.

Mumford, W.F. Wenlock in the middle ages. published by the author. 1977. £4.0C,
Mr Mumford has produced a detailed account of the Priory and town of Much
Wenlock in the middle ages based on his extensive study of the documentary evidence,

much of which he includes in appendices.

All of these books can be seen at the Iocal Studies Iibrary, St Mary's Hall,
5t Mary's Place, Shrewsbury.

NATTONAL NEWS

Members might like to know that the address of the headquarters of the Council for
British Archaeolcgy has recently changed to:-

112 Kennington Road,
Tondon SE11 6RE

The CBA has recently formed a new sub-committee which will be known zs the Historic

Buildings Committee, It is composed of architects, archaeologists, planners and

historians. The Chairman is Mr F.W.B.Charles FSA. There are three sub-committees

which are covering the following aspects.

a) surveillance of the CBA's role in statutory proceedures relating to historic
bulidings.

b) The recording of buildings,

¢) The development of research programmes designed to increase collaboration
between those concerned with standing buildings and below ground deposits.

Members may bring relevant aspects for Shropshire to the committee's attention
via the above address.

Guardignship - Of the eleven monuments which were taken in to Guardianship under the
Ancient Monmuments Acts by the Department of the Enviromment during the year 1976/77
one only was in Shropshire - Cantlop Bridge, Berrington, under the category of
industrial monument.

MISCELLANEOUS

Input into the Sites and Monuments Record

World War IT Defences

As part of the Sites and Monuments Survey we are anxious to record the many
minor defensive features built in the 19%9-45 period -~ these include pillboxes,
machine-gun nests, A.A. gun and seqrchllght batteries, tank obstacles, A.R.P. posts
etca

We would be grateful for informastion on any of these sites. Please send it to
Ian Burrow or Alan Tyler, Sites and Monuments Record, Planning Department,
Shirehall, Shrewsbury (222332) giving: 10,
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EDITORIAL

As members will see, this summer has been a fairly busy one in the excavatlon field in
Shropshire. The combined excavations and bullding investigations taking place at
Rigg's Hall, Shrewsbury and Madeley Court, Telford are particulardy exciting in the
context of archaeclogy as a whole, which for too long has ignored the possibllities

of proving continuity by linking above and below ground evidence. Not all excavations
are entirely explicit in their findings, and Wombridge shows that however carefully
executed the fieldwork and excavation technique is, the possibllities that the
exercise can still be abortive, camnot be ignored. This is the enigma of archaeology
and is often the reason why those in authority who may be providing the funds become
distrustful of archaeological methods, though. fortunately this has not applled to
Teiford Development Corporatlon.

The Whitchurch Archaeclogical Group continue to be the most active of the local groups
in the County and their enthusiasm is to be commended. If the whole of the County
was covered in the same way our troubles would be over, apart from the fact that the
Sites and Monuments Record at Shirehall would need to increase the number of staff
drastically in order to cope with the inflow of information,

The Job Creation Project for recording threatened buildings is a particularly welcome
step, and I am sure members will agree that every means should be found to continue
this work on a less intensive basis when the project's alloted time has elapsed.

Carole Ryan
WINTER MEETINGS 1978-9

All meetings are in Bear Steps, Shrewsbury. Please note that NON MEMBERS will be
invited to pay 20 pence (C.A.FP's and students 10 pence) at each meeting.

Saturday Octcber Tth, 2.30 p.m.

Mrs Madge Moran 'Crown Post Roofs In Shropshire'.

Mrs Moran is actively involved in research into vernacular architecture in Salop and
many new examples of this interesting roof form have come to light recently.

Saturday November 4th, 2,30 p.m.
Dr. Peter Edwards on aspects of post medieval agriculture in Shropshire. The title
will probably be 'The Reclamstion of the Weald Moors in the 17th century’.

Saturday December 2nd, 2.30 pam.
Mr James Lawson (sukject to be annocunced)

Saturday January 6th, 2.30 pom.
Mr Bob Meeson 'The Origins and Development of Tamworth, Capltal of Mercia'
Bob Meeson's research on the topography of Tamworth from its origins down to recent

times is important not only for its intrinsic 1nterest but also as an example of
how such work can be done for other townse.

Saturday February 3rd, 2.30 p.m.

Mrs Heather James (Assistant Director, Dyfed Archaeological Trust)

'Roman Carmarthen and the Demetaet

Recent excavations in Carmarthen (Mondunum) have revealed more of the character of this

small cantonal capital, while field survey in the surrounding countryside is revealing
more of the rural background of settlement.

Saturday March 3rd, 10,30 a.m.
" ALL DAY MEETING AT BIRMINGHAM UNIVERSITY EXTRA MURAL DEPARTMENT
'Recording the Shropshire Landscape!
Speakers to include Mick Aston (Oxford University), David Pannett, Mr George Baugh
and Ian Burrow.
This meeting is intended to emphasise the need for active fieldwork in Shropshire and
the ways and means of doing it. A4s this is a Birmingham University Extra Mural
Course there will be a charge, but members will get a concessionary half price rate.
Full details will be circulated later, probably with the next Transactions

If you have any queries or suggestions sbout meetings please get.in touch . with the
Hon. Secretary - Ian Burrow, 62 Cakley Street, Shrewsbury. Tel: 67022,



Interim Excavation Reports

Excavations at Wombridge, Telford. %Q __

The culverting of the stream adjacent to the site of the Augustinian Priory provided
an cpportunity to undertske some salvage recording, with a view to investigating the
industrial aspects of both the pricry and the post-medieval phases. The priory owned
amdlsndinum ferrarium in 1535, and there were a number of subseguent early industrial
activities in the area, details of which will be found in Barrie Trinder's Industrial
Revolution in Shropshire.

Before investigation (by Tim Yarnell of the Birmingham University Archaeological
Unit) a number of lengths of stone walling were visible flanking the sides of the
stream. The remains of the nineteenth century gorn mill are still present by the
road NE of the priory. Excavation with a Hymac machine falled to locate any features
earlier than the nineteenth century pit for the mill-wheel, other than disturbed graves
on the ercding $W side of the ravine in which the stream lies.

The project was financed by Telford Development Corporation, whose growing interest
in archaeological work is a happy recent development.

Ian Burrows

Leigh Hall Moat, Worthen.

A small-scale excavation was carried out in May 1978, in order to examine the moat
deposits before the site was dredged to act as a reservoir for the adjacent farm.
Prior to this the site had been surveyed at a large scale and a number of new
features discovered.

The Manor of Leigh is not mentioned in the Domesday Boock, and until the early
fourteenth century appears to have been relatively unimportant, held by the Hager
family from the Lordsof Caus, the sii? being one of those burnt by Llewellyn in 1263,
With the extinction of the Corbet barony of Caus in the early fourteenth century a
branch of the family established itself as holder of Leigh-juxta-Caus, and occupled
the manor until 1622. OCn both general and specific grounds it is probable that the
moated site was constructed by the Corbet family, perhaps by Roger (d.1368), to
‘emphasise their status. There ig ambiguous evidence which suggests that the Manor
House of Leigh was destroyed in the Civil War, and it had certainly been burnt down
by 1668. The Corkets sold the menor in 1748 and in 1762 it came into the hands of the
Clives, at which time a survey was made which shows the moat intact. The manor house,
by this time cutside the moated enclosure, has remained tenanted until the present.

The moat itself survives as a trapezolidal ditched enclosure with parts of its
SW and SE sides filled in and a causeway, apparently not original, across the ditch
in the centre of the NW side. Exceptionally for Shropshire, the moat igland is
revetted with masonry, and on the SW side is a fragment of freestanding walling up
to 2.5 m high. Clear traces of a rectangular gatehouse (?) are visible on the NW
side and it seems probably that there were stone buildings ranged around a central
courtyard. The site is set on a terrace on the S side of the valley of the Rea, wlth
moderate slopes to the N and NE, and seems to have been so sited to take advantage of
the water retentive glacial clay into which it has been dug. Immediately adjacent to
the moat on the south west is Leigh Hall Farm, a complex T-ghaped building with a
timber framing in the cross wing and C16/C17 end stops on beams in the kitchen. The
relationship of this building to the cccupation of the moat is still unclear.

The excavation was carried out in the moat silt beside the present caugeway, and
consisted of a 1 m wide trench only. Below rubbly humus an extre ely hard-packed rammed
layer of stone and brick rubble about 50 cm thick was found. This lay on very clean
grey clay silt, in turn lying on the natural glacial clay. From observations during
the dredging of the moat it is clear that this rubble is the remains of buildings
pushed and rammed intc the moat from the interior. The bricks appear to be late Cl6
in type. Is this a clear-up after the Civil War fire?

Thanks must be expressed to Mr and Mrs Timmis of Leigh Hall, and to Lord
Bridgman, for their co-operation, interest and hospitality.

Tan Burrow.

Excavations at Riggs Hall, Shrewsbury.

Excavations have been taking place in and around Riggs Hall, one of the buildings of
the Castle Gates Library, formerly Shrewsbury School, in advance of restoration work
by Salop County Council. .

Structural investigations by David Knight and David Tanner of the Architects
Department have shown that the building consists of brick additions to a two-period
timber~framed core. The earlier of these two parts is a two~bay structure of c.1400;
a stone ground floor supporting a timber framed first floor open to the crown-post
roof. This building certainly extended further to the north than it does now. The
existing structure to its north is an I~shaped wing, dated by an Inscribed beam and
documentary evidence to 1589. Both the 15th century and 16th century elements
incorporate the 13th century town wall in thelr western face.
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f'Excavation has shown that the floors of the 1589 wing sealed a cobbled yard

;fface, external stair-tower and chimney attached to the reduced 15th ce?tury
structure. These features were constructed over the remains of the demo%léhed
/northern part of the 15th century house; a wooden floor (repr?sent@d by joist-slot
" impressions) and a fireplace and doorway in the town wall, which had ?een refaced
within the building., Similar evidence of an original wooden floor, with a do?r _
through the modified town wall was found within the surviving 15th century bk_:lld:.ng°
All features associated with this building were cut into or rested upen athick
layer of redeposited natural red clay.

Sealed beneath this clay, and cut by the construction trench for the rubble
backing of the town wall was what is provisionally interprete@ as a p?e—13th century
north-south rampart, consisting of tips of dark solls containing cooking pot sherds
of probable 11th century date, and some late Saxon sherds of Stafford—typ? ware., No
definite conclusions can be drawn about.this feature as it was seen only in two
limited areas, in one of which subsidence into earlier features had distorted the
surface profile. ‘ )

Cut into the natural sands and clays, and sealed by the "bank” materlal‘were a
wattle-lined ditch and several pits, including one large, irregular pi? poss%bly
serving as a quarry for building materials, and another deep, sqgare-31ded pit
possibly for cess or storage. Both pits yielded Stafford-type rims and body sh?rds;
the square-sided pit alse produced organiec material, including grain, énd a series
of charcoal samples, which it is hoped will provide a £irm date for this fea??re and
its contents. This will be especially useful, not only in studying early megleval
activity in this part of Shrewsbury, but din helping to date the use of the 11Ft1e~
understood Stafford~type pottery which is found throughout the West Midlands in
early medieval townse. '

Nigel Baker.

Preliminary note on work at Madeley Court, Telford. NGR  SJ 635051

Before the Dissolution, Madeley Court was a grange of the priors of Wenlock. Bought
in 1553 by Robert Brocke, it was extensively rebuilt in the 17th century before
coming into the hands of Abrham Darky I in 1709. _

Although there were formerly many structures on the site the complex today
comprises Madeley Court house, a fine gatewhouse with twe polygonal towers, a large
(?) Tudor brick range with an unusualand remarkable timber frame, and a nineteenth-
century barn.

The maln house is currently being rebuilt by Telford Development Corporation who
have generously funded a detailed research programme into the development of the
structures on the site. This research has involved the excavation of about cne
quarter of the courtyard and the compilation of detailed drawings of the standing
structures. '

The main building retains evidence of a thirteenth-century origin with twe
narrow, lancet windows, and g-round mouldings. The main hall, over a basement, has
a lateral fireplace (altered but partly original) in the centre of rhe north wall and
evidence of two original doors in the south wall. The crucial evidence is still
obscured by plaster, but it is provisionally suggested that the hall was formerly
open to the rafters but the entire building may have been heightened and an additional
floor inserted very soon after 1t was first built. An east range, at right-angles to
the hall, was also added not long after the hall was built, blocking off two gable~end
windows which formerly 1lit the hall. The added range incorporates a two-level
garderobe and more thirteenth-century details.

The excavation in the courtyard revealed foctings of a substantial stone range of
seventeenth-century date which had been demolished in the Georgian period. The
demolition debris included fragments of fine plaster mouldings. Beneath were the
partly-robbed footings of an earlier stone range with a lateral hearth, Three other
substantial stone structures were evidenced during the excavation, two of which extend
into the walled garden beyond the courtvard. _

Recording of the standing structures continues on a part-time basis, producing
detalled plans and stone-by-stone elevation drawings, sections, details and mouldings.

ReAcsMeeson, F.S.4.

Tong Castle Excavation 1977-78

The excavation at Tong Castle started in the winter of 1977/78 with the aim being to
establish the various areas of the castle already located by the earlier trial
excavations. :

The site of Tong Castle is to be found to the west of the villiage of Tong, near
Shifnal in Shropshire and is on the route of the M54 Telford Motorway. The motorway
will crosgs the site throcugh a cutting and so remove the majority of the evidence for
the Castle. The excavations since 1976, along with limited documentary evidence
have enabled five distinct periods of Castle biuildings to be established on the site
and these are:-
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Early Medieval - 12/13C ... Belmies, Zouche and Harcourt Families

Medieval - 14/15C ... Pembrugge Family

Late Medieval = 15/16C ... Vernon Family

Post Medieval - 17/18C ... Pierrepolnt Family (laterthe Duke and Earl of Kingston)
Modern 18/19C ... Durant Family

Area N & T - Inner Ditch

The earlier machined trenches within the Inner Ditch had pesed a number of
unsolved problems and the deep hole at N cut to Locate the bottom of the éitch ,
was extended towards the supposed positiocn of the gateway across the Innter Ditch at T.
Area V —= Inner Ditch '

The machined trench which located the Innkr Ditch edge at V and subsequently an
ashlar faced sandstone wall, was opened out to reveal a corner buttress and further
stoneworks This latter stonework and buttress protruded into the Inner Ditch and the
demolition material from against the stonework was of the Pembrugge pericd. A large
amount of decorated stonework was taken out of the trench and it shouwld be possible
to reconstruct some of the window tracery.

Area K = South-West Corner Foundations

The outer wall had been cut by the extension of the 15C underground tunnel, which
traverses the length of the Vernon/Durant Castle, for use during the landscaping.
Area M -~ Irner Ditch Building

The lower stonework of the Inmner Ditch Building was well mortared and in very
geod condition. The 13C material from the cutting was in line with the earlier
excavation along the outside of the building.

Arca H - South West Tower

The walling found in the series of trial trenches in area ¢ was further investigated
and the base sill was locateds A further trench located the outer wall of what was
later confirmed as an angular tower. At the base of the 'original® outer wall was a
burnt layer which contained 13C pottery. ' '

An area on the slope, where the bedrock shale was close to the surface, was
cleared and two large post holes were found and were identical in shape to those found
below the Stable walling and by the Fountain foundation. Probing along the same line
of the slope located a series of post holes.

Perhaps the most interesting area to be excavated was:-

Area W - Kitchen area . ‘

The trial trench inside the original outer wall lead to = series of trial trenches
in the area and the opening up of a large area for excavation. For the first time it
was possible to identify a room within the Keep Building and with a burnt sandstone
base of a large 'oven' a circular drying kiln and two oper wall hearths it was
obviously the kitchen for one of the perilods of the Keep occupation.

A large area of burnt fill above the first floor level, and corresponding burnt
sandstone found in the trenches down the siope, pointed to a burning of one, or part
of one, of the earlier castles. '

Underneath the burnt layer were thick layers of ash both from the excavated oven
and from adjacent 'ovens' outside the excavated area. The ash contained 134C pottery
with a variety of rim forms, without local parallel, and alsc carbonised grain. A
cross wall was built on a marl and mortar surface and had been robbed or cut into at
the eastern end of the trench. There was also evideice of a robbed wall alongside
the large oven.

The Well

The masoned sandstone layer at which the previous excavation had stopped was
broken up and removed to expose a black sandy silt layer from which came a complete
small leather shoe. This was followed by knives, wooden bowls, a key and another
leather shoe. A layer of masoned and broken sandstone rubble was removed +to expose
a dark sandy layer from which came a complete (crushed! well bucket, bucket rings,

a brooch, pottery sherds, a gilt bronze ewer and a knife.

The layer changed to a pebble and sandy silt which contained a pewter patten, a
kidney knife, bucket rings, a gold pin and wire and a kev. The bottom corner was
located at the 12.50 m level and a layer of hard packed sandy silt lay on the
concaved bottom which contained a small amount of pottery sherds and pleces of
roof tiles.

The bottom was cleaned to reveal a clean bedrock cutting and the excavaticn
concluded.

Area X - South Outer Wall

The possibility of a tower similar to the angular tower having existed was
investigated. The outer wall originally located was found to have been rebuilt
and consequently the investigation was abandoned.
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g%ea J - Underground Tunnel area
' Demolition rubble material was found and a further section produced 14-1&C

fﬁmaterial. This proved that the castle had been built further out +o the north than

has originally been envisaged.
Area V & Y - Inner Ditch _

The cross ditch wall was trenched and proved to be of two different construction
periods, with the outside of one lining up with the inside of the other.
Area L - Underground Chamber

A gandstone wall across the ditch, with 17/18¢C surrounding material, was located
and had been built as a landscape retaining wall,

Trenches at right antiles to the chamber exposed the bedrock shale on which the
chamber was built with the inside floor of the chamber cut deeper into the bedrock.
This cutting extended outside the chamber to the end of the wall buttress and
appeared to be the foundation of a corner tower similar to the north east tower
found earlier.

The clearance of the demolition rubble from both inside and outside the chamber
reveaied the re-facing and re-bullding of the chamber, following the Civil War damage,
by Pierrepoint (Kingston) in the 17C. It was also pessible to reconstruct the
rusticated stonework arch over the docrway from the pieces of mascnry found.

Area Z -~ Well to Kitchen Area

A substantial wall foundation was located which gave every indication of being
the containment wall for the well. Its foundation cut across the corner of the
excavated kitchen area and suggested that the foundation post dates the kitchen
which, if correct, places the kitchen upper level earlier than the well dating of
14/15C. This would place the last use of the kitchen around the 1300 period and
explain the earlier pottery dating.

Alan Vharton.

THE ARCHAEOLOGY OF VERNACULAR BUTLDINGS
Work continued during the summer of 1978 on the investigation and recording of
domestic architecture in the county. It was particularly pleasing that members who
attended the Birmingham University's Extra Mural course on "0ld Houses in Shropshire”
held in Whitchurch from October 1977 - March 1578 were keen to incorporzte the
vernacular architecture of their own area into the regearches of the Whitchurch
Area Archaeological Group.

Regular Field Days in Whitchurch have now been organised and investigations so
far have revealed...
1. A medieval "solar over the shop” and possible hall-site at 21/23 High St.
2. Possibly a medieval upper-floor Scolar at High Street Garage.
These have been the two most significant discoveries. Other houses in Whitchurch
have yielded interesting Teatures, e.qg.
Dodington House ,, Concealed timber-framing and accommodation for fighting cocks.
28 Dodington .. A late C17 house showing the transition from timber~framing to brick
and an advanced plan-form,
7 Dodington .. A good example of mid-C47 work, very little altered.
38 High St .. (Currys) .. A fine staircase of c.1677. '
37 High St .. The remains of =z similar staircase on a smaller scale.
17 St Mary's St .. A surving plank-and-muntin partition (rarerat vernacular level
in Shropshire)
17 Green End .. Classical deor-heads, door-cases and fireplaces in this once-elegant
C.18 town house.
The Cruck Count

Cruck buildings in Shropshire continue to become recognised. Four discoveries
this summer bring the total to 142, They areca.
Maesbury, "Coed-y~Rag!
Munslow, Hungerford, No. 271
Norbury, Hardwick Hall
Oswestry, Pen-y-Bont, Pentre Mawr (Barn)

An Alsled Hall

Probably the most important discovery this year was "The Bold" in Aston Botterell
parish which proved on examination tobea double~aisled hail. This is the only
indisputably fully-aisled hall known in Shropshire to date. I am grateful to
Mr Fred Powell of Wheathill for introducing me to this building and with the kind
permission of Mr & Mrs Fiske I hope to begin work on recording it soon.

Preston Montfeord Field Study Centre

The summer school on Vernacular Architecture held at Preston Montferd in August
attracted people from Sussex, Nottinghamshire, Cleveland, Yorkshire and London.
Three houses were recordeda..

"The Crow's Nest", Harley
Nos. 1/2 Habberley
Fulway Cottage, Upper Cound
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Investigation into Ludlow's vernacular architecture continues under the aegis
of the Historical Research Group - a branch of the Ludlow Civic Society.

Almost every building visited has yielded evidence of medieval, Tudor or
Jaccbean construction behind mostly C.18 frontages. Results are too numerous to
mention, but the mammoth task of evaluating Ludlow's development is progressing
satisfactorily. From time to time it is hoped to publish interim reports. The
first two papers are listed below.

Much Wenlock ' '

. Classes are to be held this winter in the Guildhall, Much Wenlock cn %0ld
Houses in Shropshire". Sponsored by the Extra~-Mural Dept., of Birmingham University
the classes are fortnightly, on Wednesdays commencing Cctober 4th 1978 at 7.30.
For further details please contact College Hill House or lMrs Moran — Tel:
Shrewsbury 53356,

Recent Publications

Ludiow Research Papers Ne 1, "Ludlow Houses and their Residents" by M.E.Speight
and D.J.Lloyd. (Giving documentary and other sources) Price £1.

Ludlow Research Papers No 2, '"The Corner Shop" by David Lloyd and Madge Boran (A
history of Bodenhams of Ludlow from the Middle Ages! Price £1.75

(Both bocks available from local bocksellers)

Mo Moran

BUTLDINGS AND THE SITES AND MONUMENTS RECORD
Members will be pleased to note that the County Planning Officer is sponsoring a
Special Temporary Employment — Job Creaticn Scheme for the recording of vernacular
bulldings in Shreopshire. It is hoped to cover a wide variety of house types, including
mills, large houses (upper stratas of soclety), small houses (farming community,
cottages (landless labourers) and some urban houses, as well as paying some attention
to the topography arcund them. The scheme has been in operation for just over z month
and the houses recorded include as follows:
Cottage Plealey ~ a probable rare survival of a landless labourer's cottage.
Originally open to the roof but the evidence for the form of heating before the
present stack has been removed. WNormally it would have been a smoke hood.
Owlbury Hall, Nr. Bishop's Castle, Lydham - a large house type of immense complexity.
Four building phases, encompassing late medieval (close studding), 17th century (cross
beam ceilings and square panel parfitions ),early 1Sth century (brick phase), and mid-
late 18th century brick skin and elongated windows.
25,27,29,31 Willow Street, Ellesmere — two timber framed urban small house types
encapsulated in brick cottages circe 1800.
45,47 5St. John's Street, Bridgnorth - Sandstone small house type encapsulated in brick,
and extended in brick. Surprisingly for Shropshire they incorporated cucved
principals (rafters’.
No. 4 Station Road, Minsterley - a two bay small house type, thatched and formerly
open to the roof with fragmentary evidence for a smoke hoode. As vwith the cottage,
Plealey, the rear and side wall had been replaced with stone in this case destroying
valuable evidence for entrances. A % bay framed additioh had been added.
Sutton Farm, Tern Hill, Market Drayton - a small home Type verging on something
grander. Ogee headed doorways at 1st floor level demarcated the superior end of
this baffle entry 3 bay farmhouse.

Editor

Whitchurch Archaeological Group - Archaeclogical Tnvestigations Isfi &5
The Group were asked by the County Museum Service, on behalf of the Department
of the Environment, to carry out the excavation of a series of Archaeological
Evaluation trenches In the areas of whitchurch which are archaeclogically sensitive
and under threat of future building development. The sites concerned were:
1o The Folly Lane area off Yardington - unfortunately permission was not granted here.
2. The sioping ground to the West of Newtown Street, now the subject of a competition
organised by the Whitchurch & District Society.
3. O the site of Castle House at the corner of Pepper Street and Castle Hill.
All the features were recorded and drawn before being backfilled, on the day of
excavating, due to safety regulations.

Pepper Street TSH 74 :

One trench 20 metres long was cut at right angles to Pepper Street, in the hope
of locating the Southern defences of the Roman fort and any possible remsins of the
medieval castle, which is thought to have been in this area. '

a) The trench revealed some interesting features, evidence of a V shaped ditch
running parallel to Pepper Street with an "Ankle breaker™ gulley in its base. This
is typical of a defensive ditch, but unfortunately it could not be fully invesgtigated
owing to the unstable £ill of the ditch.

6




/4 North of the ditch, the base of a clay rampart with the turf line sloping
ftowards the ditch. This was sealed by a layer of red clay,; with a narrow slot
/ running along its southern edge near the ditch, which may have been the imprint
of the base of a stone wall (this was very similar to the footings of the wall
found in Yardington in 1977),
c) Between this feature and the ditch an earthen bank against the clay base and
robbed trench of the wall. Finds from the upper surface of the clay footing were
of the late 2nd century, so probably dating the destruction of the wall, and
included were fragments of Roman tile. ‘

A second trench 10 metres long was excavated parallel to Trench 1, in hope of
tracing the line of the ditch and wall -~ the ditch was recovered but had been xe-
cut in the early medleval period, destroying the ankle bresker located in Trench 1.
There was no evidence of the wall base, however, but this may have been destroyed
by a general levelling of the area in the Middle Ages. It iz interesting to note
that the ralsed position of the site had protected the natural Whitchurch subsoil
to within 30 cms. of the present ground level, and this indicates the amount of
land ercsion from the 12th and 13th centuries to the 20th, indicated by the
present lower levels of Pepper Street and Castle Hill.

- <

The Newtown Site Fom 2023

This site has always been considered %& be one of the most interesting archaeological
locations in the town. It occupies the summit of part of the natural escarpment which
runs from the Castle Hill to Sherrymill Hill, and it was thought that if Whitchurch
had a stone castle or a town wall it would have survived in this area. Also the
extent of the Roman occupation outside the town's western defences might be located
here. Unfortunately a great deal of the slope had been used to dump much of the
demolition material from the destruction of the "Newtown®. The only area which was
least contaminated by modern clearance was on the line of the southern wall of No. 27.
This latter building was the last of the houses in Newtown and was probably of the
17th century and timber—framed; it was demolished in the late 1960's. It was thought
that the underlying layers would not be contamined by post 17th and 18th century
features, )

The first trench was 24 metres long and was at right angles to the present Newtown
Street, and this revealed evidence of gulleye and ditches running parallel to Newtown.
Two gulleys ran under the timber~framed building. The two ditches, one of which was
5.50 metres wide and V-shaped and sealed beneath the early levelling of the site, may
e of Roman origin. The only evidence of the town ditch was a large U-shaped
depression 5 metres wide running parallel to Newtown some 21 metres west of the
present street kerk. The fill was of a dirty silty loam and the upper levels con-—
tained a sherd of 15 century pottery.

The two ditches menticned were sterile of finds, so therefore undatable, but the
ditch fills were gimilar to that of pits and ditches of the Romano~British pericd in
wWhitchurch and are prokably of that date. .

A second trench was dug parallel to Trench 1, in hope of tracing the features
described, but unfortunately the entire stratigraphy was destroyed by a 19th century
wall and the cellar of one of the later Newtown buildings.

It is possible that all traces of the castle and town wall have been destroyed
by the general ercsion of the slope.

These trial trenches have been of two-fold value. Apart from the archaeclogical
features found it was also noted that the subscil was of sand on red boulder clay,
and it was encouraging to find the clay which may have been used for the manufacture
of the lccal pottery, tiles and bricks.

Clzypit street Flats (First Interim Report) 9@ £H%N 0
The Group continued investigations at the rear of the Horse & Jockey on land owned by
the North Shropshire District Council and scheduled for development.

This phase of the excavations was supervised by Jack Field under the direction
of Richard Griffiths.

The excavation consisted of a box 4 metres square some 15 metres north of the
present Claypit Street, adjolning the area excavated in March by the Group.
(Published in Newsletter No. 7). The cbject was to get the continuity of the levels
located and to explore the possibility of any further house platforms. On the map
of 1879 there is a small building in this area, and it was hoped that there may have
been an earlier building as it also appears on the town map in 1767%.

On the removal of the 19th century building footings, there was a deep layer of
black icam which had been cut by 18th and 19th century pits. Pits had also cut into
a level medieval surface, extending across the entire box.

The surface had been levelled by using clay rammed into any depression in the
previous ground surface. At the eastern end of the box there was a series of pebbles
set into the surface. Without a complete area investigation of it it can only be
speculated what this feature represented. There was a serles of early post holes in

7a



the area and they may, together with the pebble area, indicate the doorway into &
building represented by the medieval surface. Finds from here suggest a date of
the 14th and 15th century.

The surface sealed a ditch of late Roman date and has yet to be completely
investigated. '

Finds from the site included twe unusual lead spindle whorls and the rim sherds
of a late 15th century date. These were from the medieval floor context and may
indicate that this might have been a workshop used by weavers.

A trench was recently extended from the box across the site towards Clayplt ﬂ
|
|

Street, to study the layers of occupation and to section the pathway found in March.
This revealed the metalled surface of the pathway and varisus cther later features.
Tt is intended to extend the investigation by a trial trench to the outbuilding of
the Horse & Jockey. This. should reveal the section of the Roman feature located in
the box, and also connect the standlng buildings with the excavated evidence.

Archaenlogical Notes :

rop?e T Durding the past few weeks the Group has been encaged in a watching brief on the

- excavation of trenches for the water mains throughout the town. The route investig-
ated to date is the Yardington area and so far nothing of archaeclogical significance
has been revealed. ;ghe Group also investigated features and finds located when &35 77
Mr Williams of the Old Shop in High Street lowered the floor level within his
‘building. Finds included Roman and Medieval potsherds and a bone object used in
weaving. Unfortunately, due to the dangercus conditions, further archaecloglcal
investigations were not carrled out.

Recent Discoveries in Connection with the Sites and Monuments Record

A hillfort at Chetwynd Aston, newly designated Pave Lane Hillfort has been located
at SJ 756164 from an aerial photograph. It is a trivallate enclosure which shows as
a cropmark with the- crop beaten down over the ditches. There is a possible entrance
on the West side, . : : S

Chance finds reported to Birmingham Museums and Art Gallery during the last year.

5J 40 NE Bayston Hill/Meole Brace (S8J/487097) sestertius of Trajan (?'. Reported
by Mr E.J.Priestley, Clive House Museum, Shrewsbury.

53 41 SE  Shrewsbury (SJ/485124)
Billon tetradrachm of Alexandris, obverse illegible, probably mid 3rd
century. Found while diving in River Severn by boasthouse in Quarry
Park, April 1977.

5J 50 Nw Atcham (¢ SJ/540093) _
Barbarous radlate, obverse illegible, late 3rd century. Found in River
_ Severn, (Acc. no. N31'77},
S3J 50 NE Wroxeter (5J3/552091) :
Flagon in white ware, late 2nd century. Found ten yards upstream from
junction of Rivers Severn and Tern in river bank, c 1964 (Acce no. AS3'64),
873 52 NW. Wem (2) ' '
‘ Billon tetradrachm of Diocletlian, Alexandria mint. Reported by
Mr W.J.Norton, Ludlow Museum.
5J 60 NE  Telford
Iron rondel-dagger, mid i4th - mid 16th century, and postemedieval pike.
. Reported by Mr S.B.Smith, Ironbridge Gorge Museum.
S0 28 SE  Clun (S0/299808)
Leaden souvenir or secular ornament, 15th century. Found in River Clun
near the castle, July 1976. (Loan in, Birmingham Museum}.
SC 28 SE  €lun (S50/299808) '
Two antoniniani of Tetricus and Carinus. Found near Clun Castle, 1976 (?).
SO 48 SW Craven Arms (?2) .
Ae 3 of Licinius I, Alexandria mint. Reported by Mr W.J.Norton,
Ludlow Museum. :
80 57 Clee Hills
NE/67 NW .French jetton, minted in Tournai (?). 15th century9 c 15870.
50 57 NE  Angel Bank (?) ‘
Lead token,; post-medieval. Ploughed up by Mr Hughes of Angel Bank some
years ago. Reperted by Mr W,J,Norton, Tudlow Mussum.
S0 67 SE  Mamble (SO/87757055).
Sestertius of Severus Alexander and follis of Galerius as Caesar, Trier
mint. Found In the garden of a cottage opposite Southnett Farm, 1953,
SC 79 NE Badger Dingle (¢ S0/7659)
Uniface lead token, medieval (2} Found on waste land. {Acc. no. N31778).
SC 79 SW  Bridgnerth (80/724943) - :
’ Uniface lead token, post-medieval. Pound on waste land. (Acc. nce. N30'78)

Ruth Taylor
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/ﬁinds reported to the Sites and Monuments Record.
//A grey Neolithic stone axe was recently found on the land of Mr J.Kent, Eyton Farm,
Baschurch. 137mm long with a maximum width, just behind the cutting edge, of 65mm
which tapers to 25mm at the butt. Its maximum thickness is 27mm and its weight is
260g. It is an example of the type of axe which was only partially ground
subsequent to flaking. The cutting edge has been damaged in the more recent past.
: The owner has agreed to permit the axe to be submitted fox sectioning by the '
- West Midlands Petrological Survey. :

A partially perforated stone implement found ‘some 20 years ago in the Dorrington/
Longnor area has recently been submitted to the Borough Museum by Mr J.Castree,

7 Plealey, Pontesbury. 180mm long, it tapers from 82mm wide at the butt to 6lmm
at the other end. The thickness similarly tapers from 56mm to 29mm. The elongated
hole is 42mm x 28mm x 2imm deep and is 63mm from the butt. Its weight is 1250g.
Tts colour is brown and it appears to be a natural sandstone pebble which hag been
utilised. Straight scratches radiating from the edge of the perforation may have
been caused by a metal implement -~ "modern' handiwork 7

Alan Tyler

Air Photography.

This has not been a very good season for cropmarks, as the apalling summer weather
has kept the soil moisture deficit low and contrasts in growing crops were not well-
developed. Chris Musson was, however, able to fly over north and north-west
Shropshire on 14th, 25th and 26th July, and 4th and 8th August. On 25th August a
general reconnaissance was made over north-east Shropshire, an area where few sites
are so far known. New sites were discovered in the Market Drayton area, and there
is clearly potential here. In all 28 new sites were identified, most of them in

the Knockin/Oswestry/Baschurch area, and including a major new complex at Wolfshead
by the AS5.

Plotting of air photograph information onto the Sites and Monuments Record Maps
is now virtually up to date as far as archaeological alr photographs are concerneda
An overall county distribution map showing the pattern of enclosures, field systems,
pit alignments and ring ditches has been prepared tc show the present state of
knowledge and where the major gaps are.

The Local Studies Library in Shrewsbury is hoping to purchase a consgiderable
number of Ordnance Survey vertical air photographs of the county. The initial
purchase will probably be of the area covered by Volume VILI of the Victoria
County History, and the remainder of the county cover will be progressively
purchased. ‘

The Sites and Monuments Record now has about 1,000 obligque air photographs,
mostly by Jim Pickering, Arncld Baker and Professor S$t. Joseph, arranged by
kilometre grid sgquare.

Ian Burrow

Recording -

The Sites and Monuments Record staff would like to thank all those people who
submitted examples of World War IT Defences for reccrding. As a result of your
efforts six defences were recorded. They were all pill boxes with the exception
of one gun pit. ' '

In connection with the survey team now based at Shirehall to record buildings it
would be very much appreciated 1f a similar response could be made to a plea for
the whereabouts of vernacular buildings in danger from cecay and neglect, as in
view of the fact that the team are only available for six months, it is hoped to
constantly reappraise priorities. '

If there is a vernacuiar building in your area which is seriously dilapidated and
possibly unoccupied, please send the following details to the Sites and Monuments
Record (for the attention of Carole Ryan) Shirehall, Abbey Foregate, Shrewsbury.
Type of building i.e. timber framed, brick, stone etc.
Location (six figure grid reference if possible).
Name and address of owner.

Editor.

.The Work of Local Groups

The Whitchurch Archaeolegical Group

Apart from the archaeological activities listed under the interim excavations reports
the Group is also actively involved in liaison with the County Museums research team
based in Whitchurch, who are engaged on the task of finding suitable premises and
devising a museum best suited to Whitchurch and District.
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This summer the Group engaged upon a series of summer walks in the whitchurch area and
visited Wroxeter. The project invelving scanning 103 years® copies of the Whitchurch
Herald in order to plece together the history of the town, has been completed, as has
the recording of Fire Insurance Signs.

Editor,

RECENT PUBLICATICONS

Bird, A.J. History on the ground. Univ. of Wales P. 1977. &3.25,

Mr Bird will probably be remembered by many members. This bock is an inventory
of the archaeological records he made of the area around Clun on behalf of the
Ordnance Survey. The book willl be of interest to anyone interested in the history
of the Welsh border. ' -

Gelling M. Signposts to the past: place names and the history of England
Dent. 1978. £6.50.

This book by a recognised authority on the subject will appeal to all local
historians. So much of the early history of settlement is hidden in place names,
but it is only comparatively recently that research has enabled reliable inter-
pretations to be made. Dr. Gelling's boock brilliantly synthesises current
investigation in a most readable style. A particularly interesting chapter deals
with place names and the archaeclogist. There are numerous references to Shropshire
including a ilucid history of the name "Shrewsbury®.

More, 5. A tale of two houses. Published by the author, 1978. £4.75.

[udlow's MoP. has written an account of his family's higtory in Shropshire and
ireland. There are interesting accounts of the Linley estate and the Bishop's
Castle Rallway as well as character studies of members of the family.

Reynolds, 3. An introduction to the history of English medieval towns.
Clarendon Press. 1977. £7.95.

- This book surveys some eleven hundred years of English urban life — from the
fifth to the early sixteenth centuries. By setting them against a European background,
she casts light on the origins of English towns.

Sawyer, P.H. ed. Medieval settlement: continuity and change. Arncld, 1576,
£19.50. :

The papers in this book report and discuss recent discoveries, explain and comment
on the various approaches to the subject and assess the limitations of the evidence.
The first important collection of papers in the field, it both reflects the results
and predicts the likely direction of studies in medieval settlement.

Wilson, D.M. ed. The archaeclogy of Anglo-Saxon Enagland. Methuen 1576,
£30.00.

in no field of British archaeology has cur knowledge increased so rapidly in
recent years as in that of the Anglc-Saxon pericd. This survey outlines some of the
main advances which have been made in archaeclogy since the war. This is the first
book to present a fully documented account of recent research in the field and in
the museum.

Wymer, JoJ. ed. Gazetteer of Mesclithic sites in England end Wales with a
Gazetteer of Upper Palaeclithic sites in England and Walese. CBA. 1977,

These gazetteers list finds county by county. Many artifacts have not been
published previcusly. These detailed lists state find~spot of each item and its
present whereabouts as well as a brief descripticn of it. '

Tony Carr.
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EDITCRIAL

Readers will forgive. the brevity of this newsletter. The winter seasconh is somewhat
-devoid of excavation and the subsequent reports, ‘so the ones included are those
Which missed the October newsletter, The harsh winter has obviously taken its
toll on fieldwork, but those working on buildings have fared a little better.
It is to-be hoped that the summer weather will be more providential for the

very. interesting programme of. field meetings arranged by'Mrs\Beard;
| - “—f.--“: S Fditor.
SHEOPSHIRE ARCHAEOIOGICAL SOCIETY o o
The following field meetings have been arranged for 1979:
SATURDAY 23th APRIL .. Industrial Archacology iii the Derbychire Area,
_ . : . . Visiting the Cromford Canal and the Great Leawood Punp,

- remains of the High Peak railway, Middleton Top, Crich
‘tramway Museum, etc. etc, ' ‘

. _ . -Transport: Members Cars. ~Leader: J, Lees Esq.,
SATURDAY 12th MAY ° Visit to the Museum of Lomdom. L
o - .+ .+ . Tremsport: = Coach. - Leader: G.8.5. Toms Bsg..,.
SATURDAY 2nd JUNE . Visit to Medieval Houses of the Welsh Borderland.
S - 7 - Transport: Members Cars. Leader: . Mrs M. Moran.
SUNDAY 47th JUNE A Family Day in the Montgomery Area.

Zxploring the monuments of the Welsh border. This_ié a.
- mesting for members, their families and friends. Children -

and- young people especially welcome.

T o Transport: Cars, Leader: _DerPanneﬁf:Esq;;"‘ |

SATURDAY 7%h JULY - Visit to Lichfield Cathedral. Leader: G Baugh Esqe,
CE ) 'Taﬁwérth-Caétle,‘Museum ete. Leader: R. Meeson Esq;’.

SATURDAY 45th SEPTE®MBER. - - = - ‘Trensport: Cosoh.

. Yernacular versus Vernacular. _
Revival - A visit to the Moat House, Longnor,
o and Bourton Manor, Bourton. o
- Transport: - Cars, Leader: Miss C. Ryan.

Ihe Auxiliary Fort at Wroxeter SJ 563077

Work done during the past year has enabled us to collate areas previously excavated .
in isolation due to, farming operations shd to reconsider earlier suggestions. Only .
the S, half of the area between the fort and the Severn was available for examination
and work was limited by the Severn-Trent River Authority. However test cuttings to
‘the N. enabled us to determine the harbour boundsries. This military site is many
milés from tidal waters, adjoining a river still subjecct to broad flooding. '

The Civilian Fxit and the Military Ditches

The dished butt-ends of the inner ditch, Zm wide and 1.5m deep and the space between
were covered with decayed pave which was found to be comtiguous with what erronecusly
was. thought fo be an intervallum road., This patched pave sagged into’ the poorly
consolidated f£ill of the ditch ends, the upper- layer of the fill consisting of
decayed turf probably being the pushed in remains of the rampart. To the 'S. the
stony layers had undergone repeated patching but N, across the entrance this was"
merged with a rammed £ill comsisting of creamy silt, sand and clay all designed to
ease ths -slope of 1'in 6 riverwards. This latest surface, about thm wide, overlaid
both ditch ends and would appear to have been associated with the civilian phase;
associated pottery up to mid 2nd C. supvorts this. a : L ‘

The military road surface wes revealed when these layers were lifted, A gravel
dressing covered flat stones; about 9em by 7om, lying on natural sand deruded of
turf, The military engineers may have done theit work in a hurry for these W,

ditches traversed a slope of 1 in 6 and faced with a natural water problem they
created another, for the ditches became drmins and overflowed with water breaching
an lnsubstantial clay And stone benke abont. 2em high, built along the onter border




of the immer ditch. The smzll outer ditch, about 5m S, smm.moos sumﬁmg away and
replaced by creamy mud, This water problem besst the excavators in a rainy summer.

A clay lined drain 27cm wide ran from the fort S. of the centre line of the entrance,
Slets, as though to Support planks, were cut.in to either side, and fragments of
carbonized ozk were found in the drain which had been destroyed some 5m from the
exit. The overflow undermined the ebove mentioned make-up for it too was flushed
awey down the steep slope,

The Ouavy

o vl s,

Outside the fort for a distance of about 23m S. of the centre Iine of the exit the
make-up exténded riverwards gradually broadening to a width of 581 in a’' distance of
1hm down the slope. Here it stopped in a straight, though grossly eroded,edge. Tt
presented the appearance of a quay. This structure was laid on decayed Keele sand~-
stone or sand stripped of vegetation and though patches of gravel and-cobbling
remained, ruts had become rivulets. and these broadened, washing creamy mud into

black sludge over the quay edge. Such was the decay that the upper part of the make-
Up was washed away so. that it was difficult to distinguish the military surface from
the later one. WNear the Tort the average thickness was 30cm but at the edge where
the original construction was repaired with densc clay and cobbles it was 80cm.

2.2m from the gquay edge near the centre cof the quay was a rost-hole, probably for a
Sarpson post, 90cm by 7Ocm set s varely facing the harbour edge and cut in the cormer
of a shallower earlier rectangular pit, about. 1.9m by 1.2m, the depth of the later
hole being sbout 1m. This feature was associated with a small stony fleor and =
system of sleeper beam slots not yet fully excavated. . However the post had been
removed and all filled in with medium gravel, a little proud of the .s0ft quay surface.

This was the only trace of construction in the 8, half of the quay, the total ares
stripped amounting to 313sq.m. Trodden inio the surface was an As of Claudius
(probably an imitation), a bronze key toggle. and a dolphin  type brooch. The depth
of topsoil was on average 70cm. , ‘

The Harbour .  A L

The presence of a wmmum_oHAwmﬁ¢osH.smm,mﬁmwmowmg.dmomsmm.om:me proximity of the W.
exit to the river, the fact that a quay was present and that anchorage would be
impossible in a fast flowing stream. Moreover the thick black sludge noted in work
Cone last year could only have been laid down in Still water. The removal of over
400 tons of s0il which, since Roman times, had accumulated in the harboir ves
informative for it had occurred in three phases;. 8

1) Soil pushed in ang mixed in its lower part with black sludge and washed down mud.

2) Soil with ash and fragments of ‘Wenlock limestone possibly used by farmers to
reduce soil acidity, . - B . .

3) Ploughed down soil forming a lynchet petween the ancient river course znd the

present ploughed area in the tzil of which was early Victorian cottage-type

pottery,

The first two layers contained no artefacts. The edges of the harbour and quay were
coincicent but were not revetted with wood or masonry. The total length was Z2m with
a dished curve turning riverwards through 90 degrees at either end, This curve has
been shown to be strengthened at the S. end by a strorgly built bank of clay and stone
1¢2m broad and 70cm high. This fipst appeared 9m from the S, end at a depth of about
2m and followed the curve. It seems likely that the harbour was cut back ‘about 9m
from the old river course but this has yet %o be demonstrated, The harbour face was
ot vertical but sloped from the gquayside at on average angle of 35 degrees to a.
depth of 2.8m, after which a more gradual fall continued for a-distance of 5.8
riverwards. : e S : .

On this slope a vessel could be laid for carcening or repair or moored to z pulley at
the tep of the Sampson pest for unloading cargo. The sludge close to the edge was

so dry end demse that though small objects such os gaming counters and pottery sherds
had fallen to the bottom, cobbles and & % kilo of lcad scrap had barely sunk in, Tt
seems  therefore that river recession had commenced in Romsn times causing first a
narsk and then, with further drying, -a harder surface. It seems that the harbour
soon became a rubbish dump for the groatest density of material was opposite the

fort exit and!though in general the pottery zlong the edge is Flavian-Trajanic, . -
later pottery does occur. It should be roeslled that a military-type bronze buckle .
was found in the deepest part of the harbour, 7m from its edge. "The river had flooded
at least twice before the First s01l was pushed in and had left clean siit toa °
thickness of nearly 2m, t is suggested that this was zn early Tort, perhaps set up
by Scapula, ¢ control the river crossing and as part of me.smmwm&ﬁ.wwvm&wmwo
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Work on the enclosure has so far been limited to' the interior which measures.
approximately 3 x 32m (about 28 x 26m imside the estimated rampart position); -
the only entrance is on the east side. Two single-phase four-post buildings
measuring 2,9m square and. 2.8 %X 2.5m overall are in opposite corners of the
enclosure and in the south-west corner is-a maze of post-holes that sre probably
to be interpreted as drying racks and single vosts, Several small shallow clay-
lined pits were set mostly in vart of the central space. 4 hollewed area inside
the northern rampart's position has-been only partly excavated and its function
remains upknown. Pot-boilers hsve been abundont in almost every feature but
other finds have been rare. The few sherds of Very Convex Pottery and domestic
potiery would be consistent with cither anm Tron Age or native Romano-British
cccupation, K oo .

The north angle of the 8-hectare Roman marching. camp, 60m S.E, of the.
enclosure, has been planned and there is some promise that its excavation nay
allow regular ditch-digging lengths to be recognised and so permit anm estimate
of the number of men encamped there. - S o

The native farm enclosure described above was re-used as a graveyard in the .
Saxon period, 21 graves, and another unused one, were orientated roughly east-west
well within the estimated position of the Tampart. So far the only grave goods
have been two - scramasax-type iron knives and fregments of an iron buckle. It loocks
as though this was a Christian cemetery, presumably to be dated somewhere between
the late seventh. and tenth centuries, Several of “the graves are paired and they
wsmewoﬁmwww;mwwmsmm@.wﬁ.dwwmm rows. Only traces of skulls and tooth enamel Ce
survive but silt. replacement of the skeletons has allowed the general attitude
of many to be established, showing both extended and crouched positions; several
were provided with wooden coffins. The cemetery has thus provided some archaco—-
logical substance for the English settloment of the countryside in the Welsh
Marches-and extended the period of interest in this sémall area to at least
3,500 years. . , . o ‘

The work has been sponsored by the Dec o through the Szlop County Museum
Service and has beeh unéertaken by the writer with the assistance particularly
ow‘EmeM40ﬁ5m,mﬁmﬁmoH@:mﬁ@‘zmmmwm WeE.Jenks, R.C.Lott, U.ZHHmoBJ.Oobumwmﬁwowg.kq..
"~ and-P.Throssell, © It has been made possible by the gererous co-cperation of .

Lord Plymouth and the quarry staff, N e 3 :

R . . 8.C. Stanford, . University of Birmingham

. S S : o Nove 178,

Site - Burrow Hill, Hopesay, Craven Arms, Shropshire, (80 382831)

Director of excavation: Hugh Toller, Institute of hrchacology,

21 Gordon Square, London W.C.q, - . : :

Sponsoring body: Little Brampton Estate, Period represented: Iron Age. :
Summary:  Topographical “(form line) survey was started in 1978.0f . the interior of
the EﬂwdwﬂmwwmdmLWHwaoﬂdamﬁm;HmeWdeg in conjuaction with a contour survey, to
delineate the sizes and disfribution of the many 'functional platforms' within,
These may be hut platforms but connet be presumed so; they are widespread over
the interior and vary a great deal in size, Resistivity survey was undertaken

to try and define the extent and form of the inner rampart circuit., As it
appeared that several 'functional platforms' were cut into what might be the
upper £ill of =z ditch outside this inner circuit, omne of these ostensible plat-
forms was selected for trial excavation, A circular platform cut partly into the
bedrock and partly into the ditch fill kas been revealed with two superimposed
penamular gullies., Seven sherds of iron age pottery, including one 'duck- .
stemped' form, and a small flint- scraper were recovered unstratified. Excavaticn
and survey will continue in 1979. The site is on private land and access must

be prearranged. : - . L :

ANOTHER OF REYNOLDS' TUNNELS?

For somé years the writer has been intrigued by references to metallic ores in the
Silurion ' Wenlock Limestone' and to rather unlikely evidence of metal mines at
Shipton on Wenlock Edge. Prestwich iu his 'Geoloey of Coalbrookdale' of 1843

sets the scenc with the statement that lead and copper have been found in Wenlock
Linestone. Both M,B.Donzld in 'Elizabethon Copper' and T.Rowley in 'Shropshire
Landscape' quote documents which refer ic permissicans to work a mine-of copper
and silver within the Iordship of Wenlock Priory. ZFor example James Mynoxr' of
Derbyshire was granted permissicn in 1397, - T R

According to H.E.Forrest.irn '01d Houses of Wenlock’ (1915) Shipton Manor belonged -
to Wenlock Priory up to the time of the Dissolution so that it could be this area. -
to which the above evidence: of mineral prospects refers, . Forrest himself adds- -
further intriguing information "A tunnel ﬁoﬂﬂ”wwm.mmpwg‘bos_meme¢wH:ow water,

has in modern times been described as an underground passage to Wenlock Prioryd. .

4.
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Hwowwmpgsmwwwﬁm,ﬂwomwmaamooaamﬁcm@ Hudo.aﬁm‘wo;¢SWHmow of. access to ploughed -
land. S S _

The Vernacular Group.

Buildings ‘studied by the Group includé - e
1) Alkington Hall, by kind pemiission of .the Fearnall family, o SR
The house is mentioned in wmqmwmw*m.:mﬁ&o@mﬁwﬂmq.mwm in T.C.Duggan's "History of
Whitchurch". Duggan noted that the house was probably built by 8ir Alan Cotton
draper and Lord Mayor inm 1625, and that it is "almost square in plan" and had -
fine oak panelling of 21592 inside. -In fact the original plan was L shaped.
2) Nos, -10,-12 Dodington - these .cottages, together with No, 6 comprise a S-bay
timber framed renge.. - R AT S e e
3) No's, 12 & i Highgate - 4 pair of double pile, two storey box framed cottages
(bricked over) sharing a central.stack. .~~~ . - o e
L) rw;mwmﬁnmﬁwmmw.|¢muwwadmﬁxwwmamg.dﬂwwmwﬁmu.owﬁmwumwwq.ow.ﬁs@ storeys.
5) 35 High Street. - at one time the. “Ring of Bells" ian, =~ = =~ ..
et oL FaNps o .
An eryor occured in the Finds reported 6 the Sites and Monuments Record in ,
Shropshire News Sheet~Ng. 8 Qctober, 1978." The partially perforated stone implement
Howowﬁmn.mmxmozﬁmmww,wﬁm.uowwwﬂm&Oﬁ\Hoﬁmdegmwwmqswm in fact found near Corwen, -Clwyd.
;;mHWm;m&oﬁmmMBmeBmaﬁ_SWMoszH“Q«@meﬁwmwwcdgwﬁ&mg.wo the Borough Museum was
verforated. " ... . ooiuiuc o S e
oIt is @ buff-coloured siltistone pobble with a natursl perforation, which
has been ground and polished on two faces. The relatively soft céntre has a .
mowwmm,OW;mnoum marks which pass through the-hole < such as would be caused by 2
string passing through’it. This suggests o possible . use as some form of weight
or counterbalance. Date unkrown. | S : o
Length 121mm Viidth 62mm Thickness 4Y0mm  Hole 31mm x 1hmm.
Weight-420gms. LowTunerioate et A .
A HOARD OF THIRD CENTURY ANTONINIANT FROM. WENLOCK, - SATOP, * -

In October 1977 2 tractor driver noticed mo&m‘nﬂwsm.oﬁ.ﬁwm field that he was ploughing
at Westweood m@wa¢.zﬁow;€mwwocw..oomoéwmmmaﬂmow.. The field adjoins the Ffarmhouse and
the findspot was near the lane going from Much Wenlock to Stretton Westwood on
Wenlock Edge, . This country is high;. cleft by Geep valleys and ‘ifficult of access.
An immediate search revealed about 200 Roman coins and-this was effected by the
use ow.mpﬁmﬁmﬁwammedaﬂ;smm@:d%.dwm farmer womwoomdo.dswwmm‘amwmp.Hﬂddwmﬁm..an
detector-also irdicated the ares of maximum concentratidn as well as the main
direction of spread. Excavation was rapid as the farmer needed to plough., 4
rectangle 4 metres square was stfipped, the topsoil being here only 35cms deep.
The coins had been deposited in a woven raffia type of basket, fragmenis of which,
were preserved by cuprous infiltration, No trace of a pot was found, nor had there
been any hole cut into the tough subscil, - The only pottery found in“the field was a
battered Samian base (Dr.37), and a few scraps of Severn Valley warés - -411 these
were over 80 metres north of the hoard, T T ST
All coins revealed by mxomamﬁwoﬁnzmﬂmmpmwd,HB,mw&ﬁ.&wwwﬁwwnwomwm@wmmo They
were mostly lying in a curve, thinning out from the main deposit. It was found ..
that 80 years edrlier the whole area had been under ridge and furrow and headlands

could have existed wmﬁsmmﬁ.ﬁwm,Hmﬁm.mﬁgaﬁwa,EOMHQQ, Thus ‘the turning ox teams:
noswm.ﬁmqm.muwwmmdewmmaowpmfwsxmznmﬁnm. B S S R o e
“rdbout 3000 coins and fragments were collected and ‘the vasket remains lifted .

and sent to the Jodrell Laboratory, The Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew for wood
identifications - . . o o e e e

4t the Inquest the jury returped o verdict of Treasure Trove, for it was-clear
that the.coins had been hidden ang perhaps in a hurry. Dr. Bobert Carson, Deputy -
Keeper of Coins and Medals at the British Museun gave evidence and is still working .
on the hoard. I .am indebted to'him for pemission to provide the following factsa

306k coins were recovered ang all were anteniniani, 563 were. illegible, only-
L? were imitations (frequéent in Britain znd Gaul) omd there were 28 fragments..
6h2 were: from - the Central Frpire and 1812 from_the Gallic Empire. OF the Central
Empire 286-were issues: of "Gallienus and. 240. of Claudius II. . Of the Gallic Fmpire
62 were issues of ‘Posthumas, 2-0f Marius, 547 of Victerinus, 851 of Tetricus I and. .
350 of Tetricus ITI. , , K

There was a dramatic

| ‘fall in the silver content of these oowﬁm.sﬂMﬂwwas the
past have been wWQHmwado~ooﬁmHMd.ow.oow@mH:OdeHdﬁmmxosw%r:_Hdwwm a matter for
economists but your contributor suggests that here wﬁ&ﬁm\oxwmﬁmﬁm_ﬁmﬂwHHmH o

situation between prices of commodities and inflation then and now.

mtﬂ
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Miscellzneous

17th C. dwwow.mﬁsamHWOﬁwm, with conical roof, and brick vault underground.

The. project continues and vuildings curréntly under investigation include Silvington
Manor, a 1hth C. stone hall with mid 16th extensions, (large house type), and Pound
House, Wollerten, a timber framed small housec typea oo

Urban ] . ] : . | . , ) L

me, 17, 19 Watergate St., Whitchurch

A

ormerly a range of single fronted timber fromed buildings, with a 'solar' over the

mwowuZOmfAmmhmAﬂ swﬁw.m@@wdwoﬂmH_monoaaommwMoﬁ ﬁo=ﬁwm.HmmwgwﬁmoﬂommzwwMO&.
which ornly that for No.--15 subvives,’ o A o ,
Threatened by .redevelopment of the site,

21, 23, 25, 27 Great Hales Streeb. Marlet Dravton

19, . o o
uﬁ A three bay timber framed building adspted from an early timber framed building
‘of which only No. 21 remains; later adapted again and added to to form five
19tH century cottages. A R S o . ‘
The range is .due for conversion..

. BUILDINGS CURRENTLY BEING RECORDED

Vron Farmhouse — a small house type adapted from a former open hall.

- Silvington Manor - a medieval stone structure with an early form of ceiling frame.
Southwall, Much Wenlock - origins still under discussion. e
Horse Engine House, Haughton Farm, Ellesmere. .
Beauty Bank Farm, Botfield Lane, Bridgrorth, one boy of a former mamHH;30¢mmu@_

Outbuilding at Rudge Hall, Pattingham, uwnder discussiom. =~ - .
‘2224 Frankwell ; under discussion, o I

o Felrongers, Frankwell, under discussion. - o
Workhouse Cottages, Morville, . B
Manor Farm, Stoney Stretton. Three unit with cross passage adapted from.
former open hall, cruck fromed. . CINIe L
Aston Eyre, medieval hall. range.

PROPOSED EXCAVATIONS ‘TN SHROPSHYRE

Members may like to make 2 note of the wOHPQEMWWr ‘bwfwmmwwmm‘wm.WSoﬂﬂgmm.MOH .
details for those who may wish to volunteer. - n

Te

.

10.

. P.0. Box 363, Birmingham B15 27T,

Church Pulverbvatch.

Wroxeter (Viroconium). Romen City (near Ironbridge) - Market Hall. . -
Training excavation to take place from the 4,8.79 to the 1.10.79, under the
directorship of Graham Webster on the main Foman town” and under the director-’
ship of Philip Barker on the site of the Baths Basilica {Dark Age - post wOBmhv.
Details.from the Department of  Extramural Studies, University of Birmingham,

Madeley Court (S.E. Shropshirc). -4 Emmwmﬁmﬁ\womw medieval building and site,

' Details from Bob Meeson, 16 Falna Crescent Coton Green,” Tamworth-- 6943k, -
‘Epley Park (S.E. Shropshire).. & medieval/post medieval complex of bhuildings.

Work mainly on stripping and recording the building. Details as above. .
Haughmond Abbey - medieval Aﬁmww.mwmeMUﬁ&%Vw. Details from Geoff West,
Department of the mw¢wucuamsﬁ..bﬁowmbw‘zoﬁgSmﬁwm Inspectorate, Fortress House.
Weston Royn - Roman Fort (Oswestry Areca). Petails from Professor Barri Jones,
School of Archaeology, University of Manchester. : o
Bromfield (south Shropshire) - an Lron Age Bnclosure, re~used as a Saxon
Cemetery. Details from Stan Stanford, ishfield Cottsge, Luston, -Leominster,
Herefordshire, . o S B : :

Tong Castle (S.E. Shropshire), A medieval site - officially closed until
further notice. Details on the possibility of re-cpening from Alem Wharton, =
¢/o Rowley's Mansion, Shrewsbury 671196, . . . . R
Yardington/Folly Lene, Waitchurch - Romen znd medieval. Details availsble
from Professor BamridJones (see above) or The Whitchurch Archaeclogical Group. -
Burrow Hill, mgwmmmw.l Iron Age Hill Fort., Detdils from Hugh Toller,
Department of Archaeology, 341 Gordon Square, London W.C.1o - -

Eaton Constantine -~ a Roman site. Details from Dr. J. Houghton, The Oakwood

t - ‘....t .. . - ._‘....m°‘.
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WROXETER
Course 4 and B
A) Liiugust - 18 hugust

B) 18 -August - 1 September S
Romano-British Archaeology Excavation Techniques,
boooasoamdwow at- swm tin OOHHmmm Wellington, Telford.

COURSE C

18 Lugust - 1 mmwdmadmu

Arcliaeological Surveying and Uﬁmswwm
boaoaSomﬂdwoﬁ.mm abcve 55& omawmwdm not mqaww,dwmo

Course D -

11 August - 18 August -

Identification of Pottery. and mosmwOIwHw&Hmw artifacts,
boooaaoamdwoﬁ 28 mdoqmo

_mmz -COMEN

A training mxomdmduow ow a timber- opmﬁwm

2% Jwne -.14 July : S

For details write to P. A, wm&Wmﬁ mmﬁeo spbo¢ F,8.4.
L st mmowmmm Square,. cowoom&mw WRt HE ‘_

swoxmemw FOMAN orem - wbHMm Wbm4ﬁHo>
The oxomdmdpow will tzke place during August.
- For details see m&odm. _

zmoxﬁamm ROMAN- oHeM = zbmmma HATT, : =

A sma2ll number of vmwa volunteers reguireds Write ﬁo - A :
Dr. Graham Emdmdmﬂq Departmert of Extro~-mural studies, University of WHHEmeWmEg
P.0. Box 363, Birmingham B15 2TT, (Please mark. q<opssammwm V

INDUSTRIAT, ARCHARQIOGY. :

?H@Hﬁsgm Canzls in Town and QOdwwH@ .

28 July - b August -

Application to (and moooagogde05 at) ><oBoHOWd oopHm@m“ mwon mmmdﬁ muoammwodmo

..mOﬁbH mmoaomwbmeO SOCIETY - bHowmoowomwnﬁp mwdﬁv
Vth Annual Congress - Ironbridge - 20 - 22 July 197S.
.This year the Group is joining the celebrations of the wwomb&mﬁmﬂw of Ironbridge
 in Shropshire. Without doubt this congress will be rich in photographic cpportun-
ities, -and will be led oy the leading suthoritics in the fields under exemination.
Here we will not be wWOﬁowam%Wme msmoﬁsm but -the wwa%m wwmw cast wﬁm shadows.
Programme:-
Friday 20th July .1979 -
- Reception -at Attingham wmﬁw bdowmqu mwwo%mﬁwﬂm
7200 peMe - . Dinner at bwﬁvwmwﬁa Park. :
mlwo.@oam... Hﬁ&wo@50¢ow% lecture by Uw.bwumﬁ mHAommJHmHm on AHowwwpmmmq and
- the- photography of the mo&mma.
mmwswgn< 21st July -~ . . ‘
All day spent in. the Hwoﬁdﬁwgmo Gorse ooﬁgmﬁnyﬁm at wﬁm Museum o% Haos at w.oo 2ollle
:mwmwoﬂm it opens to ‘the @ﬁdHFOV Jand. continuing to Coalbrookdale sites,’ oomwﬁoﬂw
Pottery, Blists Hill owmh air museum, snd Maw's HpHm aome ABOd 50HSWHH% open wo
the public)., -
7.00 wua.,_. Dinner m& bdﬂwbmwrg Paxk swdw muvﬁowﬁww guest Neil oommowmq .
- . Director of the Museum Trust.
This will be followed by a moowww evening.
Sunday 22nd July
Delegates may. choose whether they- swmw do Hm&ﬁﬁﬁ ﬁo dWm moﬁmm or ﬁo mddmsm a
programme’ devoted to- WROXETER,- :
10,00 zoma - - Hmnwswm on swoxmﬁmw by mmom»wm4 Hoaro
:.uedwm will be followed by a visit to the. mw&mo

raoo_wean. The congress will disperse after Hgﬁowo.
Convenor: John Stubbingten LRPS
Chairman: Tony Pearce B.Sc., C.BEng., MICE, AMBIM

ﬁmoﬁswmwm“wwpmﬁwwmoomwwawmmwcbmmmm ﬁHHoBdHH&mmv
- Geoffrey Toms MA maaoxwﬁmwv :

In the event of inclement weather ciher lectures. HHOHﬁgpﬁm oﬁm 05 ‘
mﬁowomumgsmdwe d% QQOHmm zHoor will wm @Ho<wgomo

) AOO
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OBITUARY

Members will be sorry to hear of -the death of Miss Lilian Frances Chitty
who died on 10th February 1979. Lal, as she was affectionately known in the
Society will be remembered as a good friend and-active participant in the
Society, Her interests extended toc many aspects of Shropshire's history
but she will be particularly well remembered for her work in the Prehistoric
field. o . O

NOTE ON ADDRESSES

Please check your address on *he envelope and inform the Secretary, Mr Tyler,
if it is incerrect, including your postecde. This is a vital exercise, as-due-
to the changeover of Membership Secretary the list of addresses is being .
updated, L . : & : o
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Léitorial

I hope -that members will forgive the- 1ateness of ‘this newsheet but I have been very
tied up this summer and autunn with the preduction of a rather éxtensive piece of work.
In recompense it is intended to try and make the newsheet more diverse in future.

We are fortumate in Shropshire; that despite having very Llittle money for archaecolog-
ical investigation, we have a body of very willing people who give of their own time
to further archaeological research., It is therefore only fair that they should have
2s good ‘a mediwr as possible to chart their progress.:in. I would therefore like to
suggest that the newsheet be used as a medium for discussion in the form of a letters
page, for a trial period covering two issues. Members - should béar-in mind that -
lengthy epitomes will not be suitable due te limited funds for printing, and neither
vill unfavourable comments directed at the Editor under the memy hats she wears, Or
archaeological funding in the County. The latter is largely the responsibility of the
Department of the Environment to whom all correspondence. on the matter should be
addressed. Many of you will be familiar with o magazine called Current Archaeology
and I would hope that any letters received for publication will be in a similar style
and ilk. " The idea is particularly aimed’ at those members who have seén something
interesting which they would like to brlng ‘fo the attention of fellow members but
which would not warrant a full article.  The greatest value will be gained by -comment
on the articles submitted in the previocus ‘issue. Also in line with Current -
Archaeology I would like to invite the sponsors ‘of ‘conferences and courses to send
details directly to me and not to hope vainly that T will plck them up in the course
of my work. Finally, I would like to make the usual plea for contributors to offer
articles unprompted in time for the future deadlines of May and Sepiember.

Winter Meetings
I am sure that members will w1sh to thagm Mrs Beard for the excellent summer

programme which she worked so hard to organise.. Four winter meetings remain -
they are as follows: :

Saturday ‘st December 1979,-2 B0 pmm, ' R
Mr N.Baimer-and a Salop County Council- Archltect ”nggs Hall  Shrewsbury:
The Architecture and Archaeologyo“ -

Saturday 5th January 1980, 2.320 Pem.

Mr W.Champion "Late Medieval Urban Decline? . The case of\Shrewébqry and some
Marches towns". Ce . . :

Saturday 2nd February 1980 2.30 p.ns
Nr N.Gasper "French Influence on Shropshiré Ceramlcs”

Saturday st March 1980, 10.30 a.a. . :
"Current Work on Shropshire Archacology' - a 301nt meetlng wmth the
University of Birwingham, Dept of Extra-Mural Studles,

Interim Excavation Reports
Wroxeter Report 1979

‘The most important factors in this season were the DOE dec151ons that the
disintegrated herring-bone floor of the macellum inner portico could be removed and
that opern working was better than in small heavily shuttered areas. - This will
provide the cpportunity of removing the deep Hadrianic levelling dump of spoil from
the excavation of the baths from the whole inner area of the macelium. The work has
to be done.in stages sc as not to infringe safety regulaticns and it.will -fake . ... .
another season at least before it will be possible to begin to examine the early
¢ivil and military levels. These early levels, already uncovered were cleaned up
and re-examined. It scon became evident that, as suspected, there were nc early
civil structures in the central ares, although ‘spread of buildings was identified.
This suggests a gap between houses. The levels inside and outside the stone rampart
building were studied and found to be more complicated than they seemed to be last
year with the very limited examination then possible. There appears to be a used
surface extending east from the stone wall and covering the W. edge cf intervallum
road, but whether this is an addition to the building or merely an open area in use,
is not clear, and it has been cut through by a N-S zbortive Hadrianic foundation.
Inside the rampart building there is = succession of floors and the evidence
suggests that they were of tizber. An unusual feature is a small fireplace cut into




the E. wall. These new factors may indicate the use of this wmww of the building
as an office. In the N. corridor (Area 91), work was started in examining the
relationship between military destructicn and early civil layers, but these will
cnly become clear when the whole -of the area can be integrated, but it is already
obvious that there is a timber rampart building or the N. side of the trench which
appears to be ooﬁ&mawoumww with the stone rampart building, the N. end ¢f which is
in this area.  The timber dﬁHHnwﬁm iOﬂHQ _appear to wm4m wmmﬁ mmwmwmm&mﬂ by the
series of ovens.

Work continued on the -stripping of the W, MOHdMOO and in-the north half the.
primary construction levels were exposed. The southern area was taken down to 2
centinuous pebble layer with evidence of much sinkage and patching. Coins of the
late 3rd century were found above -this,.suggesting that it was the surface belonging
to the renovated macellum (c.?00). The western end of the S. corridor was stripped
down to the undisturbed stratified layers. This area now extends up to the large
N-S drain. The area of this. corridor to the E. between. the two huts .(Area 80) is
still very difficult to understand. The seguence of lateral dwmwowmm and pits is
gradually being resclved, but it 211. seems to show that this oowwwmow could not
have been used to service the Praefurpium, which must have had a separate entrance
from the street. It should be possible next year to clear the whole of this area
down teo the military destruction layer and. mmmwow with renewed intent for traces of
the early civil period which have sc¢ far failed to materialise in the excavations of
the piscina surround. Grahem Websker

Hen Domen, Montgomery - 1979.
Interim Note

The 1979 season md Hen Domen noﬁmwmﬁma of. a dwwmmlsmwf summer school in
excavation techniques and field work followed by = week of excavation alcone.

In general, it was a year of dissection of structures discovered in wwmdwoﬂm
seasons. The post-pits intc which-the posts of the twelve-post granary building-
XXXVITI, had been inserted proved to be.rectangular, very large and carefully cut
with vertical sides and flat bottoms. There are reasons, to be explored next
season, for thinking that d&m% may be earlier in date than was at first suspected.
They may even be part om.wommw de Montgomery's first cmmﬁwmo Their massive and
precise construction matches what has been seen of Roger's work in stage I of the
excavation.

Continued dissection of building XXIT on the back of the HmammHﬁ confirmed -
its construction, with clay walls outside a timber frame.

Pit 15 on the north-eastern corner of the rampart was emptied and WHodma to be
simply a large D-shaped pit cut through the rampart and the buried soll beneath into
the boulder clay subsoil. There was no trace of timber lining or any other clue to
its purpose.. The pebble surface which lay diagonally under building XXXIX,
discovered in 1978, was found to continue north-westward under the balk between
stages 1 and 2 of the excavation and is now seen to be an extension of pebble
surface 14 of stage 1. Its date is unknown, though it must be early and belong to
the castle rather than an earlier occupation of the site.

The pebbles and cobbles of building XLII at the entrance to the site were
remeved and were found teo have sealed the remains of a fine @mdde surface which
had elsewhrere been ercded completely. away.

The first volume of the report on the excavation covering the years Awmou
1977 is complete and is with the editor. It will appear as a monograph of the
Royal Archaeclogical Institute.’ P.A. Barker - October 1979.

Wroxeter Roman City Baths Basilica - 1979
Interim Note o oo

Work in the 1979 season was confined to structures overlying the westera end of
the basilica and the portico between it and the Watling Street, and in removing the
remainder of the 'gravel street', dissécting the 'guard room' USHH ding at its western
end, and continuing the mxcmamﬁwos of the robber trenches of the porticec colonnade
and the great drain which lay along the northern side of the basilica.

The Basilican Area ’ .

By removing the wgcpuo catwalk between the museum and the baths the western
limit of our excavation was moved to the outer edge of the western portico. It will
now be possible to examine the later development of the portico which Dr. Webster
has shown, further south, to be ooBﬁme and highly relevant to the history of the
whele insula.

The removal of &wm rubble mewwowamom the last dmwwog Uﬂngwﬁmm oquH%Hbm the
west end of the basilica was continued, revealing further worn surfaces and buried
soils. The occupation surface H%Hbm over the western end of the basilican nave may
prove to be of the greatest importance for the estimation of the length of the whole
site's owwobowom%o The surface consists of brown soil with dedwmm and larger, flat
stones all worn by continued use. meﬁm was a mass of bones from this surface, but
only a small handful of pot-sherds and three or four coins. This contrasts markedly

2.
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4 new system of recording our field work was in operation this year, the method
being to number each field visited and investigated. _All features and finds are.
entered on the card index and a copy is sent to the County Sites and Monuments
record at the Shirehall. We will zlso operate a similar system in- Cheshire and
Clwydd for the Group's areas in South Cheshire and the Maelor. We -have- been
promised -6 -inch maps for both these areas. o% the- Hmm@modp<m mwdmm & zowzambﬁm
officers.

"All the field onW zﬁamﬁﬁmeu d% ﬂsm mwoﬁw so far will have tc be entered onto
the official site visit forms and thie will make a Group venture for the winter
programme., . - :

Prees Heath -

: .On a recent gww4m wwos mwwmamdsww to zwwwowsﬁow when- passing wﬁm Junction of
the brg and A49 I .noted that the area between'the two roads near the roundabout had
been levelled off by a bulldozer. Investigating I found an unusual stone which,
-after careful examination and research (reading different archaeclogical reports),
was found to be & Whetstone made of a very fine sandstone, probably lower level
Grinshill stone, and very similar to samples found in excavaticns at Savernock. No
other finds were made and it can only be classed as a surface find so therefore
undateabie, but it is wHoode% mosmb as other finds. of that date have been found :
on Prees Heath.

Pepper Street

The Group were mmwma to carry, oﬁw a watching dwwmy on a new gas main to be laid
down the centre of Pepper Street and into the uzﬁodwoﬂ of Newtown Street. The trench
revealed several- features of various dates. .

Whern the surface. tarmac was removed, it was ﬁOde that the maﬁmmw smm mﬁ&wmomm
with square stone setts, a type very similar to the cnes recently exposed when High
Street was scraped end resurfaced. The stone setts were set intc a made up layer of
dirty loamy sand of unknown depth. Near to the High Street, possibly on the line of
the cenjectured alignment.of the Roman Road under the northern part of High Street,
were several large fragments of Sandstone Ashlar, but unfortunately it was wswommwwwm
to investigate the feature more fully. Some Roman poisherds were alsc found.
Opposite the main entrance to the Anchor hotel some more Ashlar was located - two
large fragments were recovered and are .now in the Group's storeroom; these samples
resemble a large saddle quern.and may have been used for this purpose. At the
junction of Newtown Street the stone setts sealed z layer of rubble, this itself
sealing the medieval street surface; which was of small Bunter pebbles placed on end
znd bedded into a layer of bmrceww send. This cobble layer may have been the
original Newtown.- - . : : : :

Yardington ) : o

YWhen the oooswpmw of mm Mmﬂgwsmwow mﬁwmmﬁ WaS. smﬁwam house . Hawwo<m mbdm by
extending to the rear cof his property (situated on the corner of Yardington and
Folly Lane) his footing trenches cut through a mass of unstable black silty subsoil.

The feature was in fact an early 18th century rubbish pit with all. closely dated
wwbam which included two clay tobacco pipe bowls of John Iif and John Hughes, both

f Broseley and active in 1700, a body-sherd of a drinking mug with the initials AR
wawwmmmma under the brown glaze. This was probably zn Excise Stamp and an abbrev-
iation for ANNA REGINA . (1702-1714) and this evidence should date the pit to her reign
or just a little later. There was also a considerable amount of buiiding stone, and
it is interesting to’ m@@ that the date of the fill of the pit-coincides-with the -
date when the old church fell aozwo . .

White Bear Inn v

Recent extensionsto the White Bear have wmdmmpm@ a very Hawowdmnd featurs which
is at present being investigated. The extensions were in ‘the rear vard of the inn ‘
and the focting trenches have cut through the early 19th century ccbbled yard =
surface., This in turn had sealed an earlier occupation layer dating to thé late
medieval period, which in turn sealed a layer of wrmu%.dwmnw 511t of unknown depth.
Yardington (Queens Head) . . , ‘

We have now remcved the consecutive layers of thé mid 2nd omba;ﬁ% wmémHHPﬁm and
mx@ommg one of the late Tst/early 2nd century features, which is a Clamp. kiln, but
its primary use is not known at the time of wr iting. The stoke hole was sectioned
and a few sherds of a local 2nd century marmria were. QHmoo4meﬂq one sherd being
badly burned, but it is not thought to be a kiln waster. The-sscondary use- is- more
interesting, woam4mwo In the wall of the kiln was found a2 mass of omo@wmmssw lead,
some of which had been subjected to the heat of a furnace and intended to be aowwmm
down for recasting. Three complete objects were recovered, one being a recast
unclipped votive o@umOﬁ in ﬁWm mwmﬁm of a crescent mocn. .4 fuller report EHHH be
published in due course. . . .

Stone Objects

The stome objects which were found at Dearnford farm in the process of potato
harvesting by Mr Bebbington have been returned to the Group with the accompanying
netes written by Alan Tyler, who alsc comments on the object feound in the garden of

Moreton Cottage, Przes. The numbers distinguish the finds for the benefit of the
county Antiquities survev. ‘ b,
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robbed out by the demolition contractors an early 19th century rubbish pit was
found. This had been cut by a mid 20th century pit and most of its contents lost.
The first pit had been sealed by the yard surface and was the only pre-cottage
feature found. s S ‘ :

The footing trenches and majority of yard surfaces were cut directly with the
natural subsoil, which ranged from a very fine sand to a very clean red clay,. a
sample of which was fired for the Group by Mrs Coates, a Whitchurch potter, and it
was found tc be a 4mm%.mooa gquality clay and ideal for pottery manufacture. When
fired at about 1,000 and reduced the fired pot was. a buff colour, the fabric had
a fine sandy finish s¢ therefore no further tempering agent was reguired. This
experiment in the firing of the lecal clay is a very valuable asset to the
researchers of the manufacture of Roman and Medieval pottery, and may suggest that
much of Roman material attributed to Wilderspcol and the Wirral and the Medieval
from Audlem and Ashton was in fact made locally. If so, we will probebly find
evidence of this in our Winter Field-walking programmes znd researches into the
Parish™ Registers for any potters who were working locally in the Medieval and
later periods. . C i
Trench II - : . o :

Cut at right angles to the property boundary wall at the rear of the Anchor Inn.

The trench was placed in a position where it would section any under-lying
features of the lodging house and a2 building shown on the 17671 map of Whitchurch.
The footings of the lodging house were encountered-with the demolition rubble.
There was a substantial amecunt of timber used in the construction of the building
and this included a sleeper beam 'in situ'.  This may suggest that the building was
tinber framed and was possibly-the one shown on 1761 map. The lodging house had
been extensively rebuilt in the 19th century, when brick walls and tiled floéors .
were constructed, but still preserving some of the earlier building features. When
the floor was removed it exposed a smell pit of mid 17th century date; and a series
of well-built brick drains. The bricks used in their construction were of a type
manufactured in the mid 16th century and contemporary in date with a well located
at the north end of the trench. . o , o :

The well was completely excavated and yielded more uséful information about
post-medieval Whitchurch, in particular with regard to the c¢lay tobacco pipe.
industry. ZFor the first time in Whitchurch we also have a segquence of pottery from
the 16th century - about AWmo - to the late 17th century, or about 1700. We also
have clay tobacco pipes with .every dated level. The date-of- these ranged from the
late 16th century to the late 17th. - o

The fill of the well was in four distinct layers. The first was cut into the
natural clay and contazined an almost complete cooking pot of circa 1580, the fabric
being of very hard grey sandy ware with intermal glaze end having almost the same
density as "Midland Purple™. Its presence in the base of the well may easily.
determine the date span of the "Midland Purple' ware. Recent finds, similar to our
well sample, in various parts of the country and in America suggest thet this type
is being found in much earlier context than first thought. The structure of the
well was of Tudor bricks, usually manufactured in the mid 16th century and the pot
was probably lost in its first year of use. A4 clay tobacco pipe bowl of the late
16th century or early 17th century was in the upper part of the same level,

The main period of use was in the 17th century, with several -almost complete
Jugs which were lost along with a few 17th century clay tobacco pipes, three of
which may have been William Partridge of Broseley, who worked from 1680 - 1742.

. Th well was completely filled in by the end of the 17th century, the later
fill containing pottery characteristic of the 1690s and an abundance of clay
tobacco pipes. These included 9 -samples of bowls with the maker's mark of W.E. and
the only possible maker with these initials within this period being William Evens
of Bristol, circa 1660. It seems that Willism Bvens left more evidence of
existence here than in any other town so far. (Several archaeological reports on
post-med. excavations have been examined - so far, only one report refers to one
pipe made by William Evans). It is possible, however, that these pipes were made
locally, but research in the local Parish Registry and trade directories can’
determine this. It scems unlikely that Whitchurch should be on the trade route
from Bristol in the mid 17th century as the nearest point for contact with the
river Severn trade is Shrewsbury, but even Shrewsbury has not produced many oi his
pilpes on excavations. It is essential that there should be more research into the
pipe mekers of Shropshire and Cheshire. - ‘

) me well has been sealed with a layer of sand - probably at the time when the-
building shown on the 1761 map was erected. It was 2 metres 6 centimetres deep with
the present water table at 1m. 80 cas. deep, and the head of the well was of four
slabs of re-used sandstone. These ashlar slabs were chiselled in the medieval

style and may have come from some substantial nearby building.

6.
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Clearance of the remains of the Landscape arches to the west revealed a large
quantity of early 18C glazed =nd un-glazed decorated pottery sealed under the arch
flcor. The large holes in the bases suggest thelr use as flower pots, but the
variety of shapes and sizes causes speculation as to the reason for the quantity
and depositing in cne small area. : : ‘ R

Inner Ditch - Excavation work at both ends . of the Inner Ditch and by the
Buttress Building, revealed steep bedrock cuttings, details of which are within a
separate Inner Ditch Excavation Report for which lack of space does not permit
publication. T S . . ‘

Keep Courtyard Area - Clearance of the Durant ruins-and an east to west
trench by a D6 Bulldozer, ;enabled the excavation of part of the Courtyard area.

The machine scraped over the top of stonework, being the north and only remaining
wall of a building within the Courtyard. Excavation.inside the building revealed.
an area of laid cobbles against the wall forming the base of a hearth. _

Artifacts from the overlying layer place it as a 13C building and the layers
against the outside of the wall contained bronze work including a bronze matrix -
Seal in very good condition. . Amongst the pottery was a thick coarse fabric
partly glazed bungholed pot base with-holes in the bottom. Their function is
unknown. . - . - - . . . -

‘Excavation of the robbed west wall of the building led to continuous :
excavation towards the Kitchen area and lined up with the earliest stonework so-
far located in a previcusly excavabted trizl excavation trench., - oo

At this stage in the excavation invesiigations were carried out at the end of
the promontory in the area of the previously excavated large post hole. Further
adjoining large post holes were located and their relative positions suggest a
pallisade type of structure on the promontory, part of which had been removed by
later bedrock .cuttings. = . - - - . ST o

- The possibility -of an encireling pallisade, which would have gone under the
later Keep Buildings, lead to the resterting of excavations within the Kitchen area,
previously held up because of the extreme wet conditions in the area. c

A JCB 6C machine located a length of the West Outer Wall, but the depth of
the walling down the slopes prevented further excavation of the wall., The machine
went on to clear the South Outer and the Keep. Outer Wall to reveal firstly the
ballustraded area at the angled Quter Wall zrea, secondly, the cutting of an -
earlier South Wing structure, and lastly, the filling in of various sections of the
Keep Outer Wall to maintain a flat wall for the 17C hanging Wall Garden.

South Outer Wall - It was possible %o reconstruct-one- of-the ballustrade:- -
pillars from the rubble of the machine excavation and this was placed in the-mid---
17C period for use during the re-building of the Vernon Castle by Pilerrepoint. The
ballustraded platform would have provided an unrestricted view of the entire length
of the Scuth Outer Wall, which has previously identified as a Hanging Wall Garden.

South Wing Building - From outside the Keep Plinth area the foundations of a
building could be seen cut into the bedrock with the building removed and the
bedrock cut back to lire up with the re-built South Outer Wall in the area. Inside
the wall, adjacent to the early Keep Batter Wall, the north end of the building was
located and was built prior to the nearby 14C Keep Buildings. . ’

The remaining Keep Outer Wall showed areas where z later sandstone filling had
either filled or replaced earlier structures, but it is impractical at this stage
to consider removing the re-built sandstone for conservation reasons. o

The possibility of excavating the Inner Ditch led to & series of other
investigations on the site whilst plans were made for the excavation of the Inner
Ditch. The excavation was carried out and is detailed in a separate Report which-
covers the whole period of excavation from 1977 to 1979. This report can be viewed
at Salop County Planning Department, Shirehall or Rowleys Mansion. .

In conclusion, it is worthwhile reflecting on our excavations to date which
have progressed from a small Trial excavation area to the ambitious machining -
programne this seéason. - . o
. This has involved the removal of approximately 2,500 tons of rubble from
against the South Outer Wall and the Inner Ditch and along with the ‘'normal’
excavations has revealed, at long last, a defensive castle for all to see.

: _ o . , Alan Wharton

Bromfield, Salcp SO 483 766 - Excavations in 1979 o

Rescue excavations have continued on this multi-period gravel guarry site.
No other features of the Neclithic and Beaker periods have been found to add tc the
pits excavated in 1978. 4 nearby ring-ditch has been discovered by drag-line by
Mr F.Ellis, bringing the totel of probable barrows on the Bromfield terrace to
20, a concentration unparalleled in the Welsh Marches. No artifacts have yet been-
obtained from this new feature, nor from the excavated part of a nearby barrow ditch

which was first recognised from the air in 1974, o

Work on the interior of the square single-ditched enclosure is virtually-
complete. bﬁ.wwﬂmmcwmwzwowwos,wn the northern half proved to be am ancient gravel
quarry, probably for flooring since there was a heap of discarded large stones in

. A m..
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The Romzn Fort at Eaton Constantine, Shropshire,by A.W.J.Houghton.

In 1975 Professcr J.K.5.5t Joseph when carrying out aerial reconmnaissance of
the Severn valley below ¥roxeter found a triple ditched fort on the left bank of
the river.. (0.8.8.J. mooomov Traces of Marching omawm were evident in the flat
land near the river.

The greater part of the fort is on a river terrace with an mdmwmmm mHowm of
1 in 26 and encloses an area of about & hectares. It is rectangular with the long
sides following the slopé and entrances are visible on the short north and the
longer west side. The nearest modérn roads are those from Wroxeter .to Ironbridge
and from.the Eaton Constantine cross roads to the bridge =t Cressage. These are
roughly parallel to the north and west sides of the fort. The Drift map (0.S.)
shows that the fort is set on a glacial . deposit of boulder. nwm%u sand and mwmdmw.

From -a_ dmodwomw‘wOHﬁﬁ of view the site could not have been better chosen

:bm&yum Hmmmwa to the serious BMHHﬁmH% mwﬁsmﬁwos then existing. There is a near

Jmo view to the far immd highland zone. The Wrekin and the Watling street are a

.“Ewwm or so to the rear. It is likely that O -Scapula duilt this road in his north-

. thought-out plan had been evolwed.

west. advance and here turned aside to the Sévern in the early 50's A.D. with a

view to solving his prime mﬁwmdmmun problem - the destruction of Caratacus. This

fort, possibly the earliest base from which to direct the necessary operations,

was SmHH placed for this.purpose. Previously Rome had made the mistake of @mmHHﬁm

with Wales wymomammH but this mwmmd fort mw4mm awo impression that at Hmmﬁ a well
‘Field work revealed a rather wet ‘site and mﬂHmmnm finde were 4@%% wmza.

A transverse section 2 metres wide was .set out across the ditches at the
highest or northern side. . All three ditches were cut into brown stiff clay. The
outermost was 4.8.m wide, with an "ankle breaker" slot cut into the base. The
primary £il11 ooumwmﬁm@ of an anaerobic gley (silt deposit) into 2&pnw stones |
m<mﬂmmpﬁm 15 . cm. by 10 ¢m had rolled. -Above was a leached pale grey mass of dsw<mmq
earth and odd mﬁosmm “the upper part being gritty.

The middle ditch was 3.4 m wide and 1.4 m deep. Apart from the great stones
znd gley in the bottom the fill was much more sandy dsﬁ this may have beern due to a

Jocal change in’ the stbsoil, Only in the inner ditch was typical military

construction found in the shape of steeper sides.” It was 3.2 m wide and 1.9 o mwmwo
A stony base which had supported a turf Hmawmﬁﬁ dwmomm of swwnw mﬂHHH Hmampﬁmg
had .pom..n.ﬁmu.u.% collapsed. into the diteh. :

A stony surface about 1 m wide mmwcwmwma asm outer mﬁa middle ditches zwmwmmm
a compacted mass of sand and some clay provided an irregular surfazce between the
inner two ditches. Time did not permit the growth of a thorn hedge between the
ditches as at ‘Duncot north of Wroxeter but mEmHH turf memeﬁm w&oﬂwamm a substitute
for the dwowb% equivalent of barbed wire.

The only artifacts were a few scraps of . orick mﬁ@ %Hrmamswm of dﬂHbd SOOQn
Pending the stripping of the Porta Praectoria it seems possible that this great
structure had a very short life. It may be that in that time the defeat of
Caratacus occurred, the strategic position was radically changed and there being
no further need for the fort abandonment hwﬁSﬂmHH% followed. -

The Town imHHm, Omimm&ﬁ<

Members of the Border Counties Archaeclogical Group, dmmm& in the Wrexham and
Oswestry area, and under the supervision of Menchester University, spent two
weekends in October 1979, excavating the site of the former town walls of Oswestry
in Cae Glas park. These were last seen by Mr William Day during renovations to a
hairdresser's near the Golden Tankard, on the opposite side of Church Street to

‘the Park. The walls are believed to have been constructed during the 13th omﬁ&dﬂ%

and to have contained four town gates. They were demolished mﬂdmw the Civil War.

. A trench, 2 m wide was dug near the wmﬁﬁym courts on what is believed to be
the site 6f wwm town walls. Thals revealed a cobbled surface lying under a layer of
topsoil used to landscape the, park. Finds during the first weekend included a thin
silver coin, clay pipes, animal bones and pottery. The coin has since been
identified as a 13th or’ 14th century forgery with the name of Edward distinguishable,
acd is still :smmw ‘examihation at Manchester University.

. ‘Further Hsdomﬁemfwwob revealed = destruction level below the cobbled mcwwmom
which appears to have been laid dowd in the 16th century after demolition of the
wells. This included Hmwmm stones measuring from mﬂxwmxmm cm, possibly cderived .
from ﬁﬁm walls. and wpﬁd of z pit which contained a group of stones laid flat. and .
possikly part of a revetted bank running at = ﬁWSMmﬁn to. the mxpmﬂwbw imwwo This
latter feature is very much open to @zmmﬁWOﬁo

Subject to mwwwoqmp from omsmmwww Town and Borough Councils it is hoped to be

“able to-carry out other excavations inm the future, possibly where the walls turn

along some smHHm dosmﬂam awwwos Gate, in order to elucidate the features alrez &w_
found.i? 7m0 - Carol: qmamm (Border Counties Archaeological Group)
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the late sixteenth century and the mid-late 17th century. S SR ,

T would like to tzke this opportunity of thanking those members of the -
Society whom I may have visited in Westbury Parish for their kXindness and co-
operation in zllowing their houses to be surveyed. They may be assured that they
heve furthered the cause of historical research by allowing the analysis of a ‘
tightly drawn area and providing results of the highest value.

: A copy of the thesis may be available at the local Studies Lidbrary in the

New Year. T

‘ : : Carole Ryan :
Note: Contributers to the section on vernadular architecture in the News Sheet .
are invited to concentrate on an znalysis of the information they have collected
during the pre-publication pericd with a view to bringing the reports in line
with the archasological articles. . :

Domestic Architecture in the County -

Work continued during the spring snd summer of 1979 on the investigation and’
recording of domestic architecture in the County. A& few S.4.5. members offered to
help in this work and were promptly and gratefully recruited, but there is still a
great need of more volunteers. . ‘ S

A group of workers in Much Wenlock was set up following the course on 'Cld
Houses in Shropshire" which was sponsored by the Extra-Mural Dept. of Birmingham
University during the winter of 1978/9. Sam Mullins al the Museum in Much Wenlock
would be pleased to recruit in that area. S
Houses recorded during the year include -

\ Asteriey, Upper House Farm, (Barn)

prer Millichope, Forester's Lodge. € B9

Condover, 01d School Heuse %S& /PFE2

Cardington, Heoneysuckle House

Leebotwood, Penkridge Hall $6 /3234

ILudliow, Reader's House Sk 1/0@% !

Ludlow, The Bull Hotel S& #8734
Ludlow, 112 Corve St., SA /126

Ludlow, Fosters, High St.,S& tite> -

Rushbury, The Maror $& 11547

Rushbury, Coats Farm

Marshbrook, Hatton Farm L
Herton Memor S &126402 - : _
Wrickton Mill Cottage ,

Berrington Manor S&i132e4

Bishop's Castle, Blunden Eall €& 1343¢
Geléing Farnm : - _
Shrewsbury, The Council House S#& /O22%
Shrewsbury, 114/115 Frenkwell S& 0284 /q
Shrewsbury, The Draper's Hall &4 (04 E7
Bedstone, Manor Farm $#:342%.

Imdlow .

The work of the Ludlow Research Group continues under the leadership of David
Lloyd and Mertin Speight. The third volume of "Historic Ludlow'" was published in
June. FEntitled "Broad Street" by David Lloyd (price £2.75) it is a bistory of that
famous street and contains a chapter on the houses and their builders. Four pull-
out ﬁmbowmawoﬂmwﬁmm&\mwwm illustrations by Stanley Woclston zre inciuded.

Buildings in Ludlow currently under investigation and recordiag include -

The Feathers Hotel and the Guildhall. :

The Cruck Count S . :

Cruck buildings continue to be recognised in Shropshire. The following recent
discoveries bring the total to 130 - ‘
Ercall Magna Hell (upper crucks) $@& (482
Stoke-on-Tern, Stoke Farm %5 /SL8H
Grinehill, Bromhaul Q& 12384 :

Wroxeter, 1 & 2 Glebe Cottage

Ashford Carbonell Nos. 8, 9, 10

Aston Botterell, Chatmore Farm (upper crucks)
Wrickton Mill Cottage :
Lee Brockhurst Manor Farm (Barn) [Fi7 " 3872248 Mowr hgieo:
. Clee Hills Area . - T
Two important discoveries by Fred Powell of Wheathill have been noted this year.
One is & complete malting house attached to a farm and the other is a set of
"model farm" buildings with a railway. It is hoped to begin recording work
on “them next year. :

-

TAEL

‘M. zo.wms
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Probate inventories have been used in this study not just as documents of
antiquarien interest, but as a means of throwing light on a whole range of
historical problems.. Agriculture is thoroughly examined, and the large farms
on the fringe of .the Cheshire Cheese région contrastéd Ewww‘ﬁwm Smaller WOHQPBmm
on the coalfield. There is an exceptionally detailed amalysis cf the Hﬁqmwﬁowwmml
of the mercers.in Wellihgton,- together with surveys of the dyeing, HmmemH and
other trades. - New light is thrown. on’ the developing coal industry, and one of.
the inventories actually lists a steam engine. A section on Hzawwmwwbmm
vividly demonstrates how standards-of -comfort were rising. in.the early eighteenth
century. The changing nature of socieiy is gmaonmwwm«mg by..growing levels of
literacy and the increased use of oHoon° emwwowa, in the period, is seen not
just as an area where the :wﬂmoobawﬁwoum of economic growth" were plainly to be
seen, but as 2 series of communities which had a way of life which deserves
respect on -its own terms. . As the editors conclude, 'There are few historical:
explorations which better aid our understanding of cur WHolé past and of our own
. society, than attempts to .perceive the rhythms of 1life of ocur pre-industrial
ancestors, -and to sense the first stirrings of the. changes which were so
“ dramatically to alter the mature ef their existence’.

The book, ‘'Yeoman and Colliers in Telford' edited by Barrie waunmw and
Jeff Cox will be published by Fhillimore in the sumer of Aomoo Members of the
Archaeclogical Society-are- advised- to-look-out. for-details.of a special pre-
publication cffer swwow szH be. wﬁdwwopmmg in dwm mwwubm of 1980.

) wmwﬂpm‘awwbamw
ooﬁammm.mﬁaHOOﬁwmﬂmﬁomm

The Archaeology Of Buildings

A& fortnightly course of lectures, 12 in ail, followsd U% a Field HHH@ will Um
held at College Hill House, Shrewsbury asmpww tHE Winter and spring of -1979/80"
or "Old Houses in-Shropshire’. .The course is- mﬁowmoﬁma by .the Dept. of . mxwﬂmu

Mural mesawmm, dﬁwdm&mpw% of Birmingham and the tutor is Madge Moran.

A weekend course in dwwbmoﬂwmw drchitecture will be held in the mwwwﬁm\wmwwu
summer at Preston Montford Field Study Centre. Details from the-Director of
Studies, Preston Montford Field Centre, Preston Montford; Shropshire.

Discovering 18th Century Shrewsbury
Mrs M.Halford M.A. County Archivist. g . B
20 meetings, Tuesdays 7.00 p.m. at Oosﬁ ¥ Records owwwomu mﬁpﬁmwmpw eﬁmwm is
stlll room in this Hmmwmwoﬁ onmm for enthusiasts wishing to mmswwpmﬂymm them~
selves with Qoodsmsdm mﬁ@ mw the same ﬂHEm mwﬁ@% ﬁwm growth and @m4mwowsmﬁw of
Shrewsbury. :

University of wPHspnwsmB : Um@mwﬁsmbﬁ o& mxwwmacwmw mdsgpmm
Summer Courses in Archaeoclcogy = 1980

Vroxeter Director: G.Webster

Excavation Technigques™ = ) . o .
Course A ~ 2-16 August T.Strickland S oo S -
Course B - 16-30 August D.Mackreth . -

Viroconium - the civitas capital of the Cornovii, was the %ocwﬁw HmHmmmw town in
Roman Britain. Excavation is at present ¢éntred ¢n the Macellum (Market Hall).
The course includes training in mxomdmdpob {fechniques on site” Qﬁﬂwﬁm wwm gm%
and lectures in the evening. .

Accommodation is on a mwmﬂm@ basis in- EHmWwb OOHHmmmg &mwwwﬁmeﬁ, Telfcrd
(or in the campsite for U.K. students only).
wmmm. £20.00. U.K., £40.00 Foreign per.foritnight. wowf&ﬁpdpoba

- 8120.00 per woaﬁbwmwd for: moooaaogmﬁwoho

msw<m<vﬁm And Levelling
Course C - 16-30 August A.Musty
Instruction will be given in technigues of mnﬂdm%ybm and Hm¢mwwwﬁm, wwmwmwwwm
plans and sections for publicaticn and some drawing of artifacts.
Accommodation is on-a shared basis in Wrekin oowwmmm, Emwwvnmﬁoﬂ¢ amwwoune
Fees: £20.00 U.K.  £40.00 Foreign for wSPﬂHoao o
£120.00 for monosaommawowo.

Field mzwﬁm< UHHmOdow. P. meWmH

Course D - . 9-16 August =~ A.Tyler - o

A six-day wymwm course directed at & mcw4m% of the environs of the moamﬁ opﬂ%
of Viroconium both from the mﬂoﬁaa mﬁa from mmHHmH @WowomHmMWma :
Accommodation will be on the omawmpdmu

ﬁmmm.%AOOOGWQ%NOOOdemHmBHOHdstpob.. ... .N...kf‘
Meals tc be paid for when taken on site. . :
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