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 SOCIETY NEWS
Subscriptions: The Society’s Subscription year runs from
the beginning of January. The current rates are £19 for
Individual membership, and £20 for family/joint
membership. The Membership Secretary looks forward
to receiving any remaining outstanding subscriptions as
soon as possible; her contact details are given at the
top of this newsletter.
Please remember to update existing standing orders
and fill in a Gift Aid Declaration Form if you are a UK
taxpayer – it is an easy way to provide additional
support to the society, at no extra cost to yourself.
A recent reorganisation of copies of Transactions by the
Publication Secretary has identified some duplicates in
our collections that we would like to offer to
researchers – please contact George Baugh if you
would like to discuss this further:
georgecbaugh@gmail.com
Summer Meeting
For our July meeting this year we joined the CBA West
Midlands for their AGM and Summer Field Day which
was held at the Ditherington Flaxmill Maltings,
Shrewsbury. The day included a range of talks about
some of the latest work and research around the
Shrewsbury area. Among the speakers were Roger
White (University of Birmingham) on “Dating the dark
ages, or how 30 years really makes a difference”, Giles
Carey (Shropshire Council HER Officer) “Capturing the
Castle: recent survey work at Caus Castle and Castle
Pulverbatch”, Tim Jenkins (University of Chester at
Shrewsbury) “The rediscovery of Vaughan's Mansion”,
Paul Belford (CEO Clwyd Powys Archaeological Trust)
“The Brooke family: Catholic iron masters”, and Richard
Benjamin (Friends of Shrewsbury Flaxmill Maltings)
“The restoration of Ditherington Flaxmill Maltings”. In
the afternoon there were tours of the Flaxmill Maltings
site and Shrewsbury’s Castlefields suburb.

The meeting was well attended and was a thoroughly
enjoyable and interesting day. CBA members also
received a DVD containing the entire archive of West
Midlands Archaeology. See
http://cbawm.archaeologyuk.org/ for more
information.

 NEWS: SHROPSHIRE ARCHIVES
My role
As we now have a Museums Manager in place at
Shropshire Museums, Fay Bailey, I am back to my role
of managing Shropshire Archives and the Records
Management Service. I have enjoyed supporting the
Museums Service for the last 2 years but think the
service will have a better opportunity to develop under
its’s own manager who can devote their time solely to
the service. This means I will now have more time to
work on archive issues and projects.
Digital preservation
A key issue for archives across the country, and indeed
internationally, is the long-term preservation of digital
records, i.e. records that are created in a digital form.
For Shropshire Archives we are particularly concerned
with records created by Shropshire Council and other
local authorities and bodies. In addition, we are not
currently able to offer a digital archiving service for
individuals and other local organisations. The concern is
that, if records are not managed to ensure their longterm preservation we will have a ‘black hole’ of
information and history for future generations.
Archivists in the West Midlands are working
collaboratively on this issue through Archives West
Midlands (AWM), an independent charity which aims to
support all archive services across the region, of which I
am a Trustee. AWM has organised a survey, funded by
the National Archives, to establish current progress
with digital preservation across the region and is now
developing a training programme for archive staff to

ensure appropriate skills are developed across the
sector. I will ensure that Shropshire Archives is able to
play a full part in this work over the next 12 months,
and that we will develop a way forward to provide this
service.
More/Hope Edwards collection
We have recently completed the cataloguing of the
More/Hope Edwards estate collection which includes
records relating to the Linley estate near Bishop’s
Castle, as well as material relating to London properties
(SA ref 9071). Archival practice is generally to retain a
collection in one place even if it relates to out-county
places, so you will find records in all archives which
cover a wide variety of locations. The National Archives
provides an excellent one stop shop to locate some of
this material via its Discovery catalogue
https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/ which
includes many records from Shropshire Archives.

 NEWS: SHROPSHIRE HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT
RECORD
It has already been a busy year in Shropshire HER, with
a wide range of enquirers assisted with access to up-todate information about the Historic Environment
Record.
Our routine work in this period has focused on
accessioning reports related to the investigation of a
range of both archaeological and built environment
features.
This information has been added to the updated data
hosted on the Discovering Shropshire’s History website:
http://search.shropshirehistory.org.uk/

Placements and staffing
Students placements. We had 2 University Centre
Shrewsbury students with us during June. They worked
on a variety of collections and developed their skills
through sorting and cataloguing onto the CALM
database.

Shropshire Aerial Survey Project 2019
The Shropshire Aerial Survey Project has continued this
year. Despite early promising signs, the conditions were
not conducive to the extensive formation of cropmarks,
and the parching was certainly nothing to compare to
that seen in 2018 (see SNL 87).

Andie Lloyd our Librarian is now on maternity leave. We
have appointed Kerry Evans an Archivist with
experience of working on South and North Wales to
cover her post for 12 months.

Despite that, two wide ranging flights allowed for the
reconnaissance of a number of areas of the county –
including sustained flying in the north and east proving
productive.

Friends events
Friends Annual lecture, Saturday 16 Nov 2019, 10.30am,
Dr Kate Croft, The Wives and Daughters of the Lunar
Society £5, Shropshire Archives
Friends Volunteer showcase, Saturday 21 March 2020,
10am-1pm, £5, Shropshire Archives
Other events
2 Sep 2019: From Sheep to Sugar, Welsh wool and
slavery project, free workshop, 2-4pm, Shropshire
Archives
17 Sep 2019: Heritage Open Days, behind the scenes
tour and exhibition of archives, free but booking
essential, 2-4pm with refreshments, Shropshire
Archives
26 Oct 2019: Victoria County History Annual Lecture, Dr
Nick Mansfield, The aftermath and memorialisation of
the Great War in Shropshire, Shrewsbury Central
Baptist Church, 2pm, donations welcome
Mary McKenzie, Shropshire Archives

A handful of new-to-the-record cropmark sites were
recorded, together with photography of a number of
cropmark sites not photographed since the 1980s.
In addition, photographs were taken of a number of
Scheduled Monuments on the Heritage at Risk Register.
Some highlights are shown below. The original imagery
has been archived within Shropshire HER, and will be
archived fully with the Historic England Archive in due
course.
We are grateful for the continued support of Historic
England for the aerial survey project.
For further information, contact her@shropshire.gov.uk
Giles Carey, Shropshire Council Historic Environment
Team

The triple ditched enclosed Iron Age farmstead, Pave Lane,
Newport. © Shropshire Council SA1902_060

Cropmark and earthwork remains of gardens at Clun Castle.
© Shropshire Council SA1902_009

Heath Chapel and associated moated site and settlement. ©
Shropshire Council SA1902_101

Double ring ditch, Diddlebury Area. © Shropshire Council ©
SA1902_0985

All photos © Shropshire Council / Giles Carey

 THE ATTINGHAM PARK SUMMERHOUSE: SECOND EXCAVATION SEASON
A second season of excavation took place in June for the National Trust on the site of the previously-unknown
Georgian summerhouse discovered and excavated in 2018 (see Newsletter Spring 2019, 88, 2019).
The new work confirmed the basic sequence identified in 2018 of a small, square, stone-clad summerhouse, redesigned, probably as a lodge, with flanking wings to west and east, then re-designed again with the wings replaced by
a much simpler lightweight portico or veranda. The excavated foundations, together with a letter and sketch of 1909
from a Shrewsbury builder referring to the salvaging of masonry from ‘the summerhouse in the woods’ (found by
Kevin Trigg) suggests that it was designed in Neo-classical style.
The 2019 season completed the excavation of the demolition deposit remaining within the former sub-floor space of
the primary building and extended the excavated area eastwards to capture the end of the added/removed eastern
wing, thus completing the excavated ground plan. The excavation also showed that the outer wall of the second phase
north elevation had been very insubstantially-founded and can only have supported a low wall or balustrade; the
excavation also found even less substantial walls extending out diagonally from the SW and SE corners, probably
intended as part of some as yet unknown garden arrangement.
Baker, N, 2018, An early 19th-century summerhouse in Attingham Park, Shropshire: an interim report
Baker, N, 2019, The early 19th-century summerhouse in Attingham Park, Shropshire: second interim excavation report

Dr. Nigel Baker

 EXCAVATIONS AT SHREWSBURY CASTLE, JULY 2019
Dr Baker has been leading a programme of survey and excavation, funded
by the Castle Studies Trust. As this newsletter goes to press, the
excavations have just come to an end. This excavation identified a
substantial cut, representing the edge of the great defensive ditch, c.12m
wide, that formerly encircled the base of the Norman motte.
Shrewsbury Castle, photographed during excavation in July 2019. →
© Shropshire Council

Dr Baker said: “The principal conclusion of the excavation was that, when the castle was first built by the Normans in
or just before 1069, the motte, with its defensive ditch, was enormous, and the inner bailey was tiny – it was little
more than an extra layer of fortification wrapped around the approach up to the motte. ”
See http://castlestudiestrust.org/blog/2019/08/05/the-shrewsbury-castle-excavation-end-of-dig-report/ with more to
follow in the next edition of the newsletter.

 INVESTIGATIONS RESUME AT NESSCLIFFE HILLFORT
The scheduled monument on Nesscliffe Hill is an inland promontory hillfort which, very unusually, has two enclosures,
the western (inner) of which has an obvious inturned entrance. Both enclosures comprise a massive rampart,
bounded by an external ditch and fronted by a counterscarp bank. The total area enclosed is approximately 2.8ha. The
site is part of a Shropshire Council Countryside park. Until recently the interior of the western enclosure, which is
approximate 1.2ha, was covered in trees, but since considerable storm damage this area has now been cleared.

Figure 1 Plan of Nesscliffe hillfort showing the two enclosures, the white area is devoid of trees, (©Archaeological
Survey West LLP, based on a combination of topographic data from Skywest Surveys and Ordnance survey data).

Figure 2 The interior of Nesscliffe hillfort showing the ramparts and tree clearance in the western (inner) enclosure.
There has been little archaeological investigation or analysis of the site, apart from some small-scale excavations in
the 1950s with minimal records (Hume & Jones 1960). Earlier this year, the county council took the opportunity ahead
of a proposed programme of habitat restoration to have Historic England conduct a detailed topographic survey of the
entire site, and commissioned geophysical, auger and test pit investigations by Archaeological Survey West and Clwyd
Powys Archaeological Trust within the cleared area of the western enclosure.

Figure 3 Historic England surveyors Mark Bowden and Nicky Smith taping and offsetting the main rampart of the
eastern (outer) enclosure at Nesscliffe (photo by James O Davis, ©Historic England, photo ref DP248182).
The magnetometry indicates a number of structural features, including three possible roundhouses (Matthews 2019).
The auger survey and test pit investigations confirm that an occupation horizon consisting of variously coloured sands,
between 0.3m and 0.71m thickness, lying just 0.11m to 0.32m below the overlying modern deposits. These cultural
deposits are tentatively dated to the 2nd century AD, based on pottery from two of the test pits.

Figure 5 One of the test pits in the interior of Nesscliffe
showing the depth of topsoil and occupation level (©CPAT
Photo Number: 4643-0027).
Figure 4 A detail of the geophysical survey showing
possible roundhouses (©Archaeological Survey West LLP).

An auger transect made across what was thought to be a damaged section of rampart on the south side of the
western enclosure produced a surprise in that it showed no trace of the expected ditch, and perhaps indicates a
causeway and a second entrance to the inner enclosure (Hankinson 2019).
New excavations (18th-30th August 2019) will reopen the 1950’s trench on the inturned entrance and start a second
trench across the rampart and putative entrance/causeway on the south side of the western enclosure.
Gary Lock, University of Oxford and Paul Reilly, University of Southampton
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Endnote: Calling old diggers
The excavations in the 1950s were carried out by staff and pupils of the Priory School for Boys, Shrewsbury. According
to the report the staff were C.R. Hume and G.W. Jones. We would very much like to hear from anyone who was
involved in those excavations or knows anything about them.
Either visit us on site (August 18th-30th but not Saturday 24th), or contact us on gary.lock@arch.ox.ac.uk , or 07971
782788.

Please send any copy for the next newsletter, preferably by email, to shropshirenewsletter@gmail.com by the
end of February 2020.
NB The Council is not responsible for any statement made, or opinion expressed in the Newsletter of the
Society

